[image: image2.wmf]
ADVANCE \d20RADIOACTIVITIES
Newsletter of the Argonne Amateur Radio Club
ADVANCE \u2Volume XL, Number 10
October, 1999
ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \d10
Club meeting
The meeting will be Tuesday, October 5 at 12 noon in the Bldg. 212 conference room.

No word yet on amateur restructuring
from ARRL Letter
An FCC staff member says the Commission staff is “diligently working” towards getting a Report and Order on Amateur Radio license restructuring out the door. But beyond that, the FCC staffer—who did not want to be identified by name—said it was impossible to predict when that would happen.

A year ago, the FCC proposed phasing out the Novice and Technician Plus licenses, leaving just four amateur license classes in place—Technician, General, Advanced, and Extra. The Commission also asked the amateur community to express its opinions on Morse code requirements, but offered no specific recommendations of its own.

The previous month, the ARRL Board of Directors issued its own plan to restyle Amateur Radio. Among other details, the ARRL plan also called for four license classes and for “refarming” Novice/Tech Plus subbands to provide additional spectrum for higher‑class operators. Under the League plan, the Technician license would remain unchanged, and the General would become the entry‑level ticket for those interested in HF operation. The ARRL proposed Morse code requirements of 5 WPM for General and 12 WPM for Advanced and Extra class.

Before the long‑awaited Report and Order sees the light of day, the Wireless Bureau staff first must digest the comments. Then, the staff will circulate its recommendations to the Commissioners. The Commissioners and their staff will mull the WTB input and accept a plan that quite likely represents a compromise.

The ultimate FCC decision will come either at the Commission’s monthly meeting or it will be handled “on circulation”—outside of an actual meeting. A Public Notice will be issued, and the actual Report and Order will follow. The bottom line is that Amateur Radio operators will have to wait a few weeks or a few months longer before the restructuring issue is resolved. 

ARRL Audio News downloadable
from ARRL Letter
ADVANCE \d1The Friday Amateur Radio newscast now offers a downloadable RealAudio file that contains the entire weekly audio feed and requires no special software. The file size is approximately 1.6 to 1.8 MB. Visit http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter/audio/ and click on the “Downloadable RealAudio file” link (Internet Explorer users may have to right click to download). The combined news feed contains programmed pauses of three seconds between each story, plus a five‑second ID break around the middle of the program. ARRL Audio News files are encoded in RA 28.8; you need a 28.8 kbit/s or faster connection to play them directly from the Web site. ARRL Audio News also is available by telephone at 860‑594‑0384. ARRL Audio News typically runs approximately 15 minutes.

Free logger
from ARRL Letter
ADVANCE \d5At a price all hams will love, Bob Furzer, K4CY, has made his logging software—appropriately dubbed Logger—available free to the general amateur population. It’s a Windows 95/98‑based program, and it supports full ADIF imports and exports. It also includes PSK‑31 software. Version 6.07 now is available. To obtain a copy, visit http://www.guam.net/pub/midxa and click on “Logger” on the main page. Jim Kehler, KH2D, has offered to assist Logger users in converting their old logs into ADIF format. Contact him at kh2d@kuentos.guam.net.
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	MEMBERSHIP is open to all who are interested in amateur radio. This club is sponsored by Argonne National Labo​ratory. Employ​ees of ANL or DOE-Chicago are eligible for Full membership. Associate membership is available to non-em​ployees.

W9ANL/R is an open repeater, coordinated on 145.19 MHz (‑600 input). The AARC repeater has been in operation on this fre​quency pair continuously since February 5, 1982.

W9ANL Packet node runs MSYS on 145.09 MHz.

CLUB NETS: 2 meter fm (1) Regular, every Mon​day evening at 9:00, and (2) the Night Patrol every night at 10:30, both on W9ANL/R. There is an open packet conference on W9ANL packet node every Monday evening at 8:00; type C at the BBS prompt. The Peanut Whistle Net (PWN) every Sunday at 1:30 p.m., and many evenings at 8:30 p.m. on 1932 kHz (cw/am/​ssb), QRP.
	
	RADIOACTIVITIES is published monthly by the Argonne Amateur Radio Club as a nonprofit news​letter intended only for the use of its membership. Material appearing here does not represent the official position of Ar​gonne National Labora​tory or the U. S. Department of Energy. Please give credit to the author and to Radio​activities or the Argonne A.R.C., when using original material published here. Deadline for submissions nor​mally is the fifteenth of the pre​ceding month.
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http://www.el.anl.gov/aarc.htm
Editorial
by Gary Myers K9CZB
ADVANCE \d4While license restructuring is not “news,” the Page 1 story has reawakened my opinions about the topic. I’m not upset about the demise of the Novice license. It’s a relic from the days when the General was the entry level, and it was much more difficult than today’s General exam. Novice class was needed in the early ‘50s, but not now.

However, I take strong exception to part of the League proposal. 12 wpm for Extra ? C’mon! Doesn’t the phrase “dumbing down” mean anything any more? And doesn’t drastically cutting the code speed requirement  diminish the accomplishment of existing Extras? The same can be said of the 5 wpm proposal for Generals.

The stated aim of these proposals is to attract more people to Amateur Radio. But it appears that the League is willing to sacrifice quality, for quantity.

Board meeting minutes, September 14, 1999
by Joe Kilar WB9THV
ADVANCE \d4Attendees: Dick Konecny, K9IB, (President); Joe Kilar, WB9THV (Secretary); Dale Travis, AG9H (Treasurer).

Since there was no quorum as defined by the Constitution, Dick closed the meeting with no business being conducted.

We did conduct an informal discussion about a few topics. Dale mentioned that a check for about $140 from ANL is expected soon. Argonne supports us by providing annually a dollar amount based on the number of current Argonne employees who are members of the club.

We identified five possible candidates for newsletter editor. Joe will ask one of them and Dick will ask the other four if one would be willing to be the new newsletter editor.

The three of us reviewed the current membership application. We will recommend to the Board next month that except for the year change and the associate member dues increase, the form should remain the same for next year.

The treasurer’s computer:
by Dale Travis AG9H
ADVANCE \d4Members: East 39; West 5; Associate 113; Newsletter 9; Retired 26

Balances: Checking $3924.93; Cash $0.00; ANL fund $0.00

Distributed as: Club $504.51; Equipment $875.29; Repeater $1508.29; Packet $1036.84

For the period June 24, 1999 thru September 21, 1999:

Income: Dues $12.00; Club $140.11; Eqp $3.81; Rptr $6.59; Pkt $4.53; ANL $138.00

Expenses: Club $236.81; Rptr $0.00; Pkt $0.00; Eqp $0.00
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QRZ announces on‑line practice exams
from ARRL Letter
QRZ has announced that free, online practice amateur exams for all license classes now are available at http://www.qrz.com. The exams include instant scoring and all images and diagrams from current VEC question pools.

eHam.net is on‑line
from ARRL Letter
Dubbed an Amateur Radio “community site,” eHam.net, debuted September 2 at http://www.eHam.net. “eHam.net can best be described as a community of ham radio operators from all over the world,” said Bill Fisher, W4AN, one of the amateurs behind the new site. He says the site is—among other things—aimed at giving hams a place to share ideas through a chat program, as well as to contribute news, buy and sell, take practice exams, see equipment reviews, and get propagation information and DX spots.

eHam.net includes a call sign server. Users will be able to add an e‑mail address, Web site address, personal biography, and picture. Search tools will allow users to find community members with the same ham radio interests. The site also includes an unlimited number of real‑time chat rooms.

eHam.net also offers free ads to buy, sell or swap on‑line. The eHam.net “Detective” search tool lets users find ham radio information on the Web. “We have indexed all of the archived mailing lists at contesting.com, qth.net, and others to provide you with one place to search for answers to your questions,” Fisher said.

The site also lets users view DX spots from all over the world and locate QSL managers quickly. A “Friends Remembered” department lets hams post reminiscences of Silent Keys. The site also includes various Amateur Radio‑related links. The site includes news items from the ARRL and other sources.

In addition to Fisher, others behind eHam.net include Randy Thompson, K5ZD, Garth Hitchens, KG7GA, and Trey Garlough, N5KO.

ADVANCE \d4W2VU named editor of CQ
from ARRL Letter
Current CQ VHF Editor Richard Moseson, W2VU, has taken on additional duties as the new editor of CQ magazine. CQ Communications Inc President Dick Ross, K2MGA, announced Moseson’s appointment Wednesday—six weeks after the death of long‑time CQ Editor Alan M. Dorhoffer, K2EEK. Moseson’s appointment was effective as of September 1.

Bookmark this site!
from ARRL Letter
The ARRL Technical Information Service has completely revamped its Web site, http://www.arrl.org/tis/. The older text‑only screens have been brought into the 21st Century with a complete facelift. Among other things, users will find help in answering that age‑old question: “What radio should I buy?” The new TIS Pages offer technical information on a variety of subjects that you can read or download. These include references, downloadable QST articles, Web links and more, on dozens of topics of interest to hams. New topics will be added on an ongoing basis. The TIS Find search engine accesses a database of more than 2000 companies that offer ham radio‑related products and services. A bibliographies database provides lists of articles from many Amateur Radio and related publications, and plans call for this to be improved with the addition of an interactive keyword search engine. The QST Product Review List offers a list of product reviews going back to 1970. ARRL members may read or download product review columns going back to 1980.

FCC sets sights on 10‑meter enforcement
from ARRL Letter
The FCC’s Legal Adviser for Enforcement Riley Hollingsworth says hams can expect more rigorous enforcement on 10-meter issues next year. Over the Labor Day weekend, Hollingsworth told visitors to the Shelby Hamfest in North Carolina that the next area of enforcement would be the encroachment of unlicensed individuals into the 10‑meter band and a crackdown on illegal RF amplifiers. His announcement drew loud applause from the Shelby crowd. Hollingsworth elaborated on the comments this week in an interview concerning this and other enforcement issues.

“We’re coming on to ten months of rejuvenated amateur enforcement now, and two issues are clear—two areas we need to really crank up on next year,” Hollingsworth said. “One is the incursion into 10 meters by unlicensed operators—CBers and so forth. The other is sales of illegal equipment on the Internet and at hamfests.”

The Last Page, by Bill, W9AVE
Two new members:

Mark May, KB9TZP, Chicago Ridge

Joe Dedo, KB9UHL

Three Nets on Mondays:

Skywarn - 7:30 pm

Club Net - 9 pm

Night Patrol - 10:30 pm, every night

The Skywarn Net will close down till spring of the new millenium. Many thanks to Deni, W9DS for running a FB Skywarn Net during our worst wx of spring 1999. See you in Y2K, Deni!


Mil’s Corner by W9ZEW, October birthdays

01
W9MKJ, Bill
13
KB9CYL, Jim

01
WB7NHS, Doug
15
K9JO, Joe

02
K9FAT, Jim
18
KCEQ \O(0,/)BXV, Ran

03
KEQ \O(0,/)RTF, Bruce
20
WB9PGO, Lew

06
W9KJA, Clem
21
KB9TCD, Steve

06
N7NHF, Robin
22
N9TEB, Jim

08
K9JON, Ron
30
KB9UHL, Joe

11
WB9IRH, Howard
31
WA9FVP, Jack

11
W9GBL, Jim
31
N9JTV, Jim

KB9AJM, Tom, has a net on 28.360 every Wednesday at 8:30 pm. Tom is looking for hams to check in.

Club breakfast: Oct 9 at 8:30 am, Old Country buffet, 75th and just west of Lemont Road.

