[image: image3.jpg]Clubhouse - Bldg. 951

ARGOMNE
FARK

M Tiem

4os0

BLurE D,

a5 AVE,





ADVANCE \d20RADIOACTIVITIES
Newsletter of the Argonne Amateur Radio Club
ADVANCE \u2Volume XL, Number 7
July, 1999
ADVANCE \d3

ADVANCE \d10
Club meeting
The meeting will be Tuesday July 6, at 12 noon in the Bldg. 212 conference room. The Field Day operation and activities will be reviewed.

Nightly check-in on the road to recovery
by Mildred Oras, K9FHM (SK)
This article was published in the May, 1992 issue of WorldRadio. We remember fondly her courage, determination, positive attitude, and unflagging good cheer. Mil was an inspiration to us all.
I have rediscovered once again how Amateur Radio is a friendly joining of great people, enabling lasting friend​ships to be cherished. A few years ago, in 1986, I suffered a bad stroke, which left my entire left side paralyzed. After spending two months in a hospital and rehabilitation facility I returned home, continuing my therapy as an outpa​tient. With the help of my husband, W9ZEW, family and friends I am on the road to recovery and back into the main stream of life.

It sure feels good, and I have many amateurs to thank, especially from the Argonne Radio Club here in Illinois. I am confined to a wheelchair but my OM fixed my radio station so it’s easy for me to get on the air. One night on my 2M rig I tuned upon a net called the Night Patrol Net. I became interested and I enjoyed the camaraderie between these amateurs and the net control, Paul, W9FNM. I continued to listen every night, feeling a change in my daily existence; I came to really look forward to this time each night. One night I felt encouraged to check in, and I was overwhelmed by the other ama​teurs’ welcome. Like a long lost friend they were glad to hear from me. The net controller urged me to keep checking in, and I have.

Now these amateur friends have become a significant part of my recovery. Their friendship helps me to maintain my determination to make progress, and the net’s friendly and cheerful leadership of Paul, W9FNM, makes the net a real success. I am 71 years young and have been a ham since 1961. I am very proud to be a part of the Night Patrol Net.

ADVANCE \u4From the ARRL Letter:
ARRL W9 Incoming QSL Bureau address change: Effective immediately, the new address for the W9 Incoming QSL Bureau is: Northern Illinois DX Assn, W9 Incoming QSL Bureau, PO Box 273, Glenview, IL 60025‑0237. For more information, contact Bill Russin, N9BR, n9br@arrl.net.

FCC sets new vanity fee: The fee to apply for an Amateur Radio vanity call sign will increase from $13 to $14 starting September 10, 1999.

Amateur groups to attempt transatlantic 2‑meter contact: Starting June 26, groups on opposite sides of the Atlantic—one in Newfoundland, the other in Scotland—will attempt to make the first transatlantic QSO on 2 meters. Efforts to confirm a transatlantic contact on 144 MHz will be made between June 26 and July 4. The groups will operate on CW at the low end of the band (144.075 MHz, plus or minus interference) at 15‑18 WPM. Operating times will be 1200‑2000 UTC each day for the entire period.

MFJ purchases Hy‑Gain: MFJ Enterprises has acquired Hy‑Gain, a well‑known manufacturer of antennas, towers, and rotators. Hy‑Gain was owned by Telex Communications of Lincoln, Nebraska. MFJ planned to move the antenna manufacturing facility to Mississippi and staff it with local employees. Production at the new site could begin within a few weeks. “We bought everything—the whole deal,” Martin F. Jue said. “We’re going to have to shift some things around to make room.” As it has done with other enterprises it’s acquired, MFJ plans to keep the Hy‑Gain name and operate the antenna manufacturer as a separate entity. Hy‑Gain products will compete with MFJ’s own line of antenna products, but Jue said the short‑lived Ameritron antenna line would be discontinued in favor of the Hy‑Gain line.
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	MEMBERSHIP is open to all who are interested in amateur radio. This club is sponsored by Argonne National Labo​ratory. Employ​ees of ANL or DOE-Chicago are eligible for Full membership. Associate membership is available to non-em​ployees.

W9ANL/R is an open repeater, coordinated on 145.19 MHz (‑600 input). The AARC repeater has been in operation on this fre​quency pair continuously since February 5, 1982.

W9ANL Packet node runs MSYS on 145.09 MHz.

CLUB NETS: 2 meter fm (1) Regular, every Mon​day evening at 9:00, and (2) the Night Patrol every night at 10:30, both on W9ANL/R. There is an open packet conference on W9ANL packet node every Monday evening at 8:00; type C at the BBS prompt. The Peanut Whistle Net (PWN) every Sunday at 1:30 p.m., and many evenings at 8:30 p.m. on 1932 kHz (cw/am/​ssb), QRP.
	
	RADIOACTIVITIES is published monthly by the Argonne Amateur Radio Club as a nonprofit news​letter intended only for the use of its membership. Material appearing here does not represent the official position of Ar​gonne National Labora​tory or the U. S. Department of Energy. Please give credit to the author and to Radio​activities or the Argonne A.R.C., when using original material published here. Deadline for submissions nor​mally is the fifteenth of the pre​ceding month.
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Editorial
by Gary Myers K9CZB
ADVANCE \d4People have started asking me why I’m selling off some of my ham gear. While I have no intention of leaving ham radio, it has taken a back seat to my current house-building project. And when we move to the new house, I plan to get back into ham radio in what I consider its “purest” form: low power cw, using wire antennas hung in trees. I’m not likely to win any awards that way, but I know from experience that it’s a lot of fun.

If you want to see the new house progress, visit my web site. The easiest way to get there is to start at http://gary.myers.net and follow the link to “The Gray Fox’s Den.”

Board meeting minutes, June 8, 1999
by Joe Kilar, WB9THV
Attendees: Dennis Kelly, K9LJK (Vice‑President); Joe Kilar, WB9THV (Secretary); Dale Travis, AG9H (Treasurer); Fred Propper, WB9VUT (Director); Stan Reinke, KB9FGD (Director); Jim Specht, W9GBL (Director); Bill Karraker, W9AVE; Deni Lamoreaux, W9DS.

The minutes of the May Board Meeting and the Treasurer’s Report, both printed in the newsletter, were approved as published.

Dennis reported that we have a 3.5kW UPS for the repeater. It will be installed in the near future. The feed line for the repeater has been reattached.

Fred reported on the cost for club patches. It was first decided to change the “145.190” on the patch to “145.19‑” to indicate the repeater input offset. After some discussion about alternatives, the Board authorized Fred to purchase 200 patches and 48 hats. Fred will order 18 winter hats and 30 summer ones.  If each must be multiples of 12, he will order 12 winter and 36 summer. After they arrive individual patches will be sold at $3.00 each while a hat with a patch will go for $8.00.

Joe reported that neither he nor Dick had received any response from the ad in the newsletter for a new newsletter editor. We decided to rerun the ad again next month. If we still don’t get any volunteers, we will more actively try to recruit someone.

Joe has received only two or three e‑mail’s from the published address in the newsletter over the past two years. Tim Hentsch does receive some e‑mail from the link on the Web page. We decided, then, to not establish another club e‑mail address and leave the e‑mail addresses as is.

We decided to postpone discussion of QSL cards to the next meeting.

The treasurer’s computer:
by Dale Travis AG9H
Members: East 39; West 5; Associate 110; Newsletter 9; Retired 26

Balances: Checking $3994.70; Cash $0.00; ANL fund $88.00

Distributed as: Club $589.21; Equipment $871.48; Repeater $1501.70; Packet $1032.31

For the period May 18, 1999 thru June 23, 1999: Income: Dues $23.00; Club $14.54; Eqp $5.12; Rptr $12.93; Pkt $4.33; ANL $0.00

Expenses: Club $708.93; Rptr $0.00; Pkt $0.00; Eqp $0.00

Evening under the stars

by Chuck Vesely, KA9BIO
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The date: July 17, 1999. The place: Argonne's Club House at the entrance of the Picnic Grounds 95th Street and Cass Ave.

The time: 7:00 PM Join us for a fantastic smorgasbord...everyone brings a delicious plate of food to pass. Chuck's chili is on the menu. Show time:

8:30 PM. This year's program will be entitled: “Exotic South East Asia”.

We'll begin our journey to this fantastic part of the world visiting the many exquisite temples of Bangkok. The architectural work of these ancient temples is outstanding. Then on to Chiang Mai, in northern Thailand where we'll visit a lumber camp and watch the elephants perform their duties as loggers. In Malaysia, the modern city of Kuala Lumpur is fascinating with twin towers taller than our own Sears Tower and contrasting with the ancient city of Malacca where the 300 year old Dutch influence is still in evidence. We'll cross into the island nation of Singapore and witness one of the cleanest cities in the world...you dare not drop a cigarette butt on the street...it will cost you fifty dollars. And into Indonesia, here the tiny island of Bali is a jewel. We found the country lifestyle quiet and restful, the land is lush and green, and the people tiny and deeply religious. Our final destination is Hong Kong where the modern world returns. It's an incredible city with

commerce, finance, and shipping dominating its activities...truly the crossroads of the world..Before returning home we took a side trip to old Portugese Macao and a bit of Canton, China. I have only given you a few highlights of our wonderful trip to these exotic lands but there's much more to see and hear. So join us on Saturday, July 17, 1999 at 7:00 PM for an armchair tour of another part of your world.

Guest editorial – a busted field day

by Chuck Vesely, KA9BIO

Over twenty one years ago, when I received my Novice license, I participated in my first Field Day operation. It was a memorable experience and it started with the CSRA, a west suburban radio club. During the 1980s I transferred my membership to the AARC club and each year Field Day was an important event. We had good participation, plenty of help setting up, operating the required 24 hours and then take-down. There were always visitors and friendly socializing, and newspaper reporters writing stories about the importance of amateur radio field day operations in case of a national disaster.

In recent years, there has been a lack of participation and our operations have declined. We have a well established membership list, 30 to 40 members enjoy our monthly breakfast social event, the Skywarn weather net averages about 15 check-ins, you can always count on 20 or more W9ANL Monday night net check-ins and the Night Patrol is on nightly and getting its share of participation. WHY NOT FIELD DAY?

I drove to the Field Day site Saturday morning, June 26, 1999, at 11:00 AM expecting to start operating my 2-Meter station and found Dennis Kelly, our Field Day operations manager, sitting alone, waiting for some one to help him get the equipment and start the set-up. A few members arrived and a futile attempt to set-up a two-meter antenna was made but had to be abandoned for lack of manpower. At about 3:00 pm we decided to cancel this year's Field Day operation.

Our board of directors needs to take a hard look at any future Field Day operation an decide whether we should participate or not. Require names on a work sheet that will tell the operation manager who will set-up, operate, and take down.

We've got a great club. Let's show our allegiance to it by participating in one of amateur radio's greatest annual events.
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RADIOACTIVITIES

NEWSLETTER OF THE ARGONNE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
NEEDS A NEWSLETTER EDITOR

The newsletter editor puts the newsletter together monthly.  

Officers, directors and other members provide their reports and articles to the editor.

Much of the other material comes from the ARRL Letter and other sources.

Other volunteers do the actual printing, distribution and mailing.

IF INTERESTED OR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION,

PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF

THE FOLLOWING OFFICERS:

PRESIDENT: Dick Konecny, K9IB ...........252-6597

SECRETARY: Joe Kilar, WB9THV .......252-8862 or jhkilar@aol.com
