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Club meeting
The meeting will be on Tuesday, January 19 at 12 noon in the Bldg. 212 conference room. No program is planned - a general discussion session instead.

Election results
Officers for 1999 are:

ADVANCE \u7President
Dick Konecny, K9IB

Vice‑President
Dennis Kelly, K9LJK

Secretary
Joe Kilar, WB9THV

Treasurer
Dale Travis, AG9H
LATE NEWS: Jim Klick, Fred Propper, Stan Reinke and Jim Specht will serve as directors for 1999 after being selected by the Officers at the January 5th Board Meeting and agreeing to serve.

Skywarn training
The 1999 Skywarn training session has been scheduled for Wednesday, February 24. The place and time have not been determined, but will be announced in the next newsletter.

QRP project
Bob Zolecki, WA9KPI is looking for interest in a club QRP construction project. If you are interested, contact Bob at 252-3215, or e-mail him at razolecki@anl.gov.
Dues are due
If you have an “X” on your mailing label, our records show that you have not renewed your membership. Please do it now, while you are thinking about it.

ADVANCE \d14CW in the cinema
from ARRL Letter
Several ham‑moviegoers have alerted ARRL HQ that the movie “Enemy of the State” contains a snatch of CW. In scenes depicting a spy satellite, the sound track includes a little Morse code: The satellite calls CQ! “As though pictures were sent from satellites by Morse,” said Tom Bradbury, NU4G, who saw the movie in November with his daughter, Elizabeth, KE4IWN. “I broke out laughing, no doubt to the puzzlement of those around me,” he said. “Somewhere in moviedom is a chuckling ham, I guess.” Steve Kaufman, VE2SKA/KB2SPH, says that characters in the movie also use what appears to be a Yaesu HF transceiver to break into police frequencies. “The frequency shown is in the 40‑meter band,” he says, “but they do speak to the police dispatcher.” The movie stars Will Smith and Gene Hackman.

Antarctica call signs clarified
from ARRL Letter
ADVANCE \d5The call sign blocks for US operations in Antarctica are KC4AAA‑AAF and KC4USA‑USZ. These call signs are not issued nor administered by the FCC but by either the National Science Foundation (AAA‑AAF) or the US military (USA‑USZ). As a result, Antarctica call signs do not appear in the FCC database. See http://www.qrz.com/.
Alpha/Power buys RFconcepts
from ARRL Letter
Alpha/Power, a leading manufacturer of HF linear amplifiers, has purchased the RFconcepts product line of VHF and UHF amplifiers. All service and repairs now are being handled by Alpha/Power, which is headquartered in Longmont, Colorado.

For the time being at least, Alpha/Power will continue to market RFconcepts products through the same dealer network. Alpha/Power expects to be manufacturing new products under the RFconcepts name by early 1999. For more information, contact Alpha/Power, 14440 Mead Ct, Unit B, Longmont, CO 80504; telephone 970‑535‑4173; http://www.Alpha‑Power‑inc.com.
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	MEMBERSHIP is open to all who are interested in amateur radio. This club is sponsored by Argonne National Labo​ratory. Employ​ees of ANL or DOE-Chicago are eligible for Full membership. Associate membership is available to non-em​ployees.

W9ANL/R is an open repeater, coordinated on 145.19 MHz (‑600 input). The AARC repeater has been in operation on this fre​quency pair continuously since February 5, 1982.

W9ANL Packet node runs MSYS on 145.09 MHz.

CLUB NETS: 2 meter fm (1) Regular, every Mon​day evening at 9:00, and (2) the Night Patrol every night at 10:30, both on W9ANL/R. There is an open packet conference on W9ANL packet node every Monday evening at 8:00; type C at the BBS prompt. The Peanut Whistle Net (PWN) every Sunday at 1:30 p.m., and many evenings at 8:30 p.m. on 1932 kHz (cw/am/​ssb), QRP.
	
	RADIOACTIVITIES is published monthly by the Argonne Amateur Radio Club as a nonprofit news​letter intended only for the use of its membership. Material appearing here does not represent the official position of Ar​gonne National Labora​tory or the U. S. Department of Energy. Please give credit to the author and to Radio​activities or the Argonne A.R.C., when using original material published here. Deadline for submissions nor​mally is the fifteenth of the pre​ceding month.

EDITOR                 
Gary Myers K9CZB

EVENTS              
Lew Garrison WB9PGO

SKYWARN ACTIVITIES
Deni Lamoreaux W9DS

PACKET RADIO
Loren Thompson KB9CTJ

LAST PAGE           
Bill Karraker W9AVE

Please send club correspondence to the above ad​dress, or to jhkilar@aol.com. Editorial correspondence may be sent to the Editor at gmyers@mcs.net. Please include “AARC” in the subject.
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Editorial
by Gary Myers K9CZB
The new year is here, and we have new Officers. In addition to wishing our new President and Vice-President the best, we should also thank our outgoing President Fred, WB9VUT for an outstanding job. This was not Fred’s first stint as club President, but he approached it with the same energy and dedication as he did the first time back in the early 80s. Thanks, Fred!

As is our custom, we begin the new year with a brief description of this newsletter. It is produced on a Gateway P5-200 computer, using WordPerfect 8. Bill, W9AVE types his Last Page “the old-fashioned way.” The WordPerfect files are e-mailed to Joe, WB9THV who prints them on an HP LaserJet printer. Bill picks up the printed pages from Joe and delivers them to Stan, KB9FGD along with his Last Page, for reproduction. Dale, AG9H provides the mailing labels. Bill and Dennis, K9LJK mail newsletters to Retired and Associate members through the U.S. Mail while Joe sends them to Full members through the interoffice mail.

So, you see that this is a group effort. All that is missing, is articles from you! We welcome articles on any aspect of interest to hams. We prefer them in digital form to save re-typing, but hard copy is ok if you don’t have a computer. E-mail your ham radio-related articles to me at gmyers@mcs.net, or send me hard copy or a disc at 28W135 Hillview Drive, Naperville IL, 60564. May I hear from you?



The treasurer’s computer:
by Dale Travis AG9H
Members: East 45; West 6; Associate 117; Newsletter 9; Retired 28

Balances: Checking $4303.58; Cash $0.00; ANL fund $30.00

Distributed as: Club $1065.57; Equipment $838.18; Repeater $1406.47; Packet $993.36

For the period 11/20/98 thru 12/22/98:

Income: Dues $263.00; Club $187.39; Eqp $37.16; Rptr $98.92; Pkt $43.38; ANL $0.00

Expenses: Club $41.00; Rptr $12.00; Pkt $0.00; Eqp $0.00

33% of the full members and 49% of the associate members have signed up for 1999. There should be another 1999 membership application form included with this newsletter if you have not already signed up. Please swamp Bill and me with applications in January. Please DO NOT staple or tape your check/cash to the application. It is unnecessary and does create some interesting guesses at times. Your application usually winds up getting torn and I can loose some information from the application. Also, please don’t cut the applications, leave them full sheet size. I have gotten some forms without calls, so I fill out your membership card without a call, then a few days later, I find there is a call in my database, but, sorry, too late, the membership card has already gone out. I do not have my database handy when I fill out the membership cards. For the ANL people, PLEASE put your building & room number on your application as this will save me having to look it up in the phone book and does save me a lot of time. For ANL‑W, use your building number NOT just ANL‑W or Idaho. If

there is an X in the lower right corner of your address label, you have not paid for 1999 according to my records.

A reminder: the W9ANL repeater is also an RTTY repeater. Since the 145.31 machine was taken out of RTTY service, some of the RTTY activity has moved to 145.19. So, those of you using the repeater for RTTY, please keep your audio on and wait for the beep before keying up to allow others to break in.

Net controls for January
Jan 04 ‑ N9WJI
Ray

Jan 11 ‑ KB9CYL
Jim

Jan 18 ‑ WA9PUE
Roger

Jan 25 ‑ WB9VUT
Fred

Mil’s corner for January
Birthdays:

1‑04
KA9PVD
Paul

1‑05
N9YPA
Don

1‑08
N9WJI
Ray

1‑09
N9LZE
Vern

1‑12
N0GVY
Bill

1‑13
N9XUX
Mike

1‑14
WA9ZPM
Mike

1‑20
W9MYY
Walt

1‑21
KA9BIO
Chuck

1‑22
WA9UZK
Gus

1‑28
NC9O
Skip

1‑29
N7JPS
Joe

Book review: Fermat’s Enigma, by Simon Singh
by Gary Myers, K9CZB
It’s a stretch to try to relate this book to ham radio. In fact, it probably can’t be done. But it’s such a fascinating book that I’m sure hams would enjoy it.

Around 1637, Pierre de Fermat postulated his “Last Theorem.” It is based on the familiar Pythagorean Theorem, x2 + y2 = z2 which, as every schoolchild knows, is valid for all right triangles. But Fermat took it a step further: he stated that it is never true for x,y,z integers and whole number exponents greater than 2. Then he moved it into the realm of mystery by noting, “I have discovered a truly marvelous demonstration of this proposition which this margin is too narrow to contain.” This claimed proof has never been discovered.

For more than 350 years, mathematicians the world over tried, and failed, to prove it. It became the holy grail of mathematics. Some of the failures were spectacular. Then, in 1994 after years of single-minded effort, Andrew Wiles proved it and revolutionized mathematics in the process.

This is a gripping tale of trial, tribulation, murder, and suicide, entertainingly told around the personalities and history of mathematics.

Seasons greetings from the legal department
Please accept with no obligation, implied or implicit, our best wishes for an environmentally conscious, socially responsible, low stress, non‑addictive, gender neutral, celebration of the winter solstice holiday, practiced within the most enjoyable traditions of the religious persuasion of your choice, or secular practices of your choice, with respect for the religious/secular persuasions and/or traditions of others, or their choice not to practice religious or secular traditions at all. We also wish you a fiscally successful, personally fulfilling, and medically uncomplicated recognition of the onset of the generally accepted calendar year 1999, but not without due respect for the calendars of choice of other cultures whose contributions to society have helped make America great, (not to imply that America is necessarily greater than any other country or is the only “America” in the western hemisphere), and without regard to the race, creed, color, age, physical ability, religious faith, or sexual preference of the wishee.

(By accepting this greeting, you are accepting these terms: This greeting is subject to clarification or withdrawal. It is freely transferable with no alteration to the original greeting. It implies no promise by the wisher to actually implement any of the wishes for her/himself or others, and is void where prohibited by law, and is revocable at the sole discretion of the wisher. This wish is warranted to perform as expected within the usual application of good tidings for a period of one year, or until the issuance of a subsequent holiday greeting, whichever comes first, and warranty is limited to replacement of this wish or issuance of a new wish at the sole discretion of the wisher.)

