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June 2003

CIRC:  Notes from the President:

The month of June is rolling right on through the calendar, by the time you read these notes the CIRC will be moving ahead at a fast pace for Field Day, 2003.  In regards to FD, I have some comments to share as advance thoughts we need to process before the June 25th meeting.  

The sign up sheets went around last month resulting in eight hours of registered time applied to operating Phone and two hours on CW, from seven club members.  One individual signing up for Phone has some family urgency issues that may take him out off the schedule.  Additionally we have two individuals signed as questionable during the evening or night hours and two confirm for some nighttime operation.  John (K9JSP) and I plan on being their full time.  With the exception of the CW team all operators are working without someone logging.  ALL of the signed operation time is before 6 pm on Saturday.  

K9ZO has offered to set up a tower. Personally folks unless we get commitment from a few more individuals, I surely question expending the effort to set up and take down a tower assembly, with an antenna.  We will have two dipoles this year, as they seemed to be preferred over our club vertical, which is understandable.  I respect the club’s wishes to set up as a 3A operation using generators of club members.  While I support the use of two phone band radios and one cw, I’m questioning use of generators when we could work as a 3F using commercial power from the ARC.  I express these feelings as the operators seem a bit slim, plus we should expect some last minute family emergencies of such to pull on resources of operators.  We could have a lot of void time when personal generators will be in operation and not being used.  Let’s think about these issues before the club meeting and follow up with some discussion.

I’ve got KB9IGT working on an information table and I believe N9ZKS is also working on some materials for public information.  I have some documentation that I’ll print up and have as handouts.  On meeting night let’s look at where we’d like equipment / antennas set up.

For the record I’ve sent out invitations for FD to the director of the ARC and several other local government officials.  

Field Day activities will also include a demonstration on Fox Hunting presented by WB9UWA at 2:00.  This is being done in advance of the July meeting when we will have a fox hunt activity.  Maybe the club could pitch in with a prize for 1st place.  

Great big thanks to N9NSN and AC9S as they process information and have discussion with Heartland Community College as they arrange the possibilities of presenting an entry-level class for prospective Hams.  Hopefully one or the other will give a brief report on this fantastic happening at our June meeting.

The weather is starting to warm up a bit, just in time for Field Day!  73 everyone and see you at the meeting.

de KB9NPH……..  Larry
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May Minutes of C.I.R.C

Earla N9VXY

Meeting called to order by president.

Dean AA9BS motioned to accept minutes as printed in newsletter second by Rodger WQ9E . Motion carried. Rick WD9HRU read treasurer's report and Norm N9ZKS motioned to accept treasurer's report as read and Keith AC9S seconded and motion carried.

Query made to Ralph on information needed for ARRL database, other members said they would help get info if needed.

Query to Norm as to net control Tues. nights maybe get routine set for who could be on.

Eldon KB9PZA said there was a lap top computer from Starved Rock radio club that can be for our use at our Red Cross building set up.

Norm N9ZKS motioned for us to accept the laptop as mentioned by Eldon and Keith AC9S second and motion carried.

Larry KB9NPH announced his upcoming retirement from his day job and told of his last newsletter forthcoming. Job opening at Red Cross for P.R. person. Call Red Cross if interested.

Larry KB9NPH put in request for tower to be put up at Red Cross building but not heard an answer as yet.

Rick WD9HRU said Champaign radio club is having a fox hunt this coming Sat. June 1.

Jim WB9UWA will demonstrate fox hunt equipment on field day around 2:00 p.m. Saturday.  Bring antennas!

Norm N9ZKS brought attention to lifetime memberships and discussion was put on hold after motioned by Rick WD9HRU and second by Norm N9ZKS.

It was mentioned that rules needed to be made known for field day.

Sign up sheets were passed around to gather info on what members will be bringing to field day.

By a show of hands the field day will be outside run by generators.

Other equipment was mentioned that will be brought and also food and drink.

A meeting will be at Garden of Paradise before field day starts to get together set up group.

2 ham fests coming up: Springfield Saturday, May 31 and Princeton Sunday, June 1.

1 week from Saturday is the 10-10 breakfast

Rick WD9HRU motioned to close meeting and Ralph K9ZO seconded; motioned carried.

Paul K9PEP and Marsha K9MIP gave a presentation on net control from S. America.

Calendar of Events
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Coffee Klatch

      Monday thru Friday 9:00 am

      Dairy Queen College Ave. across 

      from College Hills Mall

Thursday Coffee Klatch

      7:00 PM at Steak & Shake

      on Rabb Road in Normal
Weekly 2 Meter Net

Every Tuesday evening on the

146.940-146.340 repeater at

 9:00 p.m.

10/10 Breakfast


First Saturday of every month at 8 a.m. Baker’s Square, Vernon & Vets (Just south of College Hills Mall)

CIRC Meeting


Fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the Red Cross building in Bloomington (Just north of the airport).
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BLOOMINGTON EXAM DATES

Following is the schedule for W5YI-VEC Amateur Radio exams for the year 2003 at the Bloomington Public Library. Setup is from Noon to 1:00 normally. Exams begin as listed. 

Questions may be directed to Keith Hanson. (309) 378-4416

Remaining dates for the year 2003 (Walk-ins are welcome)

7/19

11/15

Bloomington Public Library

205 E. Olive

Bloomington, IL 61701

Please bring two forms of identification. You must have Social Security Number. We cannot administer a test without your SSN. You will need a copy of your Current license plus any CSCE you want to apply.

Baghdad Ham Club Station Dismantled Prior to Bombing:

Baghdad Ham Club Station Dismantled Prior to Bombing: The Daily DX http://www.dailydx.com relays information from Diya Sayah, YI1DZ--one of the primary operators at the Baghdad Radio Club YI1BGD station in Baghdad. Sayah reported just prior to the outbreak of hostilities in Iraq that he had dismantled the YI1BGD station equipment and stored it in a safe place--if there can be such a location in the besieged capital city at this point. The Daily DX Editor Bernie McClenny, W3UR, says he doubts there will be any activity in the near future from YI1BGD "much less any other YI stations." The YI1BGD club station went on the air in the 1970s. The Iraqi Association for Radio Amateurs (IARA) remains an International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) member-society. Its president is Adnan M. Aswad, YI1DX. 

Source: The ARRL Letter Vol. 22, No. 14 April 4, 2003 
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For those who did not make it to Dayton, here’s a picture of the well-equipped mobile.

NASA NEWS

NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, MD is the first federal facility to harness methane gas from a nearby landfill and use it to fire boilers that produce steam, heating 31 of the center's buildings. This landfill gas provides all of Goddard's heating needs 95 percent of the time, which will save taxpayers more than $3.5 million in fuel costs over the next decade.

More than half of the solid waste generated in the United States is disposed of in landfills, where it naturally decomposes and produces landfill gas, which is about 50 percent methane and 50 percent carbon dioxide by volume. It also contains trace amounts of non-methane organic compounds, which contribute to odors and smog if left uncontrolled. Recovering landfill gas and using it to produce energy helps to significantly reduce the emissions of these compounds.

Toro Energy (Dallas, TX) approached NASA with the idea to use landfill gas as a way to reduce fuel costs while helping to protect the environment. At no cost to the government, the company built a purification plant and a five-mile pipeline from the Prince George's County Sandy Hill Landfill to Goddard. Torro also modified two boilers at Goddard.

The Prince George's County Sandy Hill Landfill has collected about 5.2 million tons of trash and is expected to generate landfill gas for at least 30 years. NASA plans to use the gas for at least 10 years. According to Barry Green, Goddard's energy manager, "We are reducing emissions equivalent to taking 35,000 cars off the road per year or planting 47,000 acres of trees."

Visit http://link.abpi.net/l.php?20030604A2 for more information.

ARLB040 5 MHz allocation update

When the five new 60-meter channels become available to US Amateur Radio operators at midnight (12 AM) local time on July 3, the rules will impose a new record-keeping requirement for hams. The requirement applies only to those using something other than a simple half-wave dipole on the 5 MHz allocation.

According to Part 97.303(s), a half-wave dipole on the 5 MHz allocation will be presumed to have a gain of 0 dBd. ''Licensees using other antennas must maintain in their station records either manufacturer data on the antenna gain or calculations of the antenna gain,'' states the newest addition to the FCC's Amateur Service rules.

Because the new rules also require hams to run no more than 50 W effective radiated power (ERP) on the new channels, the choice of antenna becomes an important compliance factor. The FCC rules stipulate, ''For the purpose of computing ERP, the transmitter PEP will be multiplied (by) the antenna gain relative to a dipole or the equivalent calculation in decibels.''

ARRL has posted a list of frequently asked questions (FAQ) concerning 5 MHz operation on the ARRL Web site, www.arrl.org/fandes/field/regulations/faq.html#sixty .
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