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October 2011

From the President
October Meeting,

Wednesday the 26th

7:00 PM at the Red Cross

| hope that some of you took the time on October 3™ to
listen in on 3.905Mhz for the Simulated Emergency Test
that started at 8am local time. | stayed listened for as long
as | could, but had other commitments and had to leave
by about 8:30am. Band conditions were not the best, but |
could hear KJ9P doing a lot of NCS type work and
relaying information to NC9IL at Springfield. | hope Tom
can give a more detailed report on the exercise.

rd

| have been working at putting together a QRP station that
| can take off and go to a park or a field or somewhere |
can get an antenna up without much more that a dipole
and some rope. | have an Icom 703 that | have put on the
air a few times on CW and one or two times to test SSB
with 10 watts. Top output is 10 watts, but | generally run it
at 5 watts. | have a small 12 volt 7 Ah battery that | am
going to charge with a charge controller hooked to a 13
watt solar cell. The fellow | bought the 703 from lived in
an apartment on the North side of Chicago. His operating
consisted of going to a park a couple of blocks away and
setting up at a picnic table. His antenna was a Buddipole
dipole and he worked mostly 20M CW.

We will talk about getting people prepared to be able to
operate the club station at the Red Cross building so that
if communicators are needed we have a pool that would
be available to assist the Red Cross.

| am always looking for ideas for programs, so any ideas
would be greatly appreciated.

73,
Gary KD9F

CIRC September Meeting Minutes

September 28, 2011

President Gary Dearth (KD9F) called the meeting to order
at 7:00 PM. Twenty-four members and one guest were
present. A special welcome was extended to guest Dennis
Miller (KEQUA). Gary commented that the minutes of the
August meeting were in the newsletter. He asked if there
were any corrections. Tom Planer (KJ9P) made a motion
to accept the minutes as published. After a second from
Duane Benjamin (KC9PIM) the motion passed. Treasurer
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Norm Huber (N9ZKS) reviewed the financial status of the
club. He reported that the checking account had $284.35
and the savings account had $648.44 for a total of
$932.79. Gary Huber (AB9M) made a motion that we
accept the report. After a second by Grant Zehr (AA9LC)
the motion passed. Norm noted that we did a lot of work
on the repeater this year and so we have had more
expenses than normal.

Gary opened the discussion of Old Business. Andy
Stubblefield (KQEMA) gave a report on the ARES group.
The group welcomes all those who are SKYWARN
members to assist with weather spotting. We would really
like them to join with us. They are welcome as members
of our group. If we are activated by the EMA, we still can
use their help, but they would not be able to join the net
that would work with EMA. There will be a disaster drill
this Saturday and everyone is invited to listen in on 39.05
on HF. It will be good training for how to work in a net
environment. Andy also reviewed the agendas for the
next couple of meetings of the group. We will have quest
speakers, so anyone is welcome to attend. Check with
Andy or Tom for details.

Gary mentioned that the backup battery and smart
charger for the repeater have been installed and they are
working. The repeater will be switched to battery backup
automatically if power is lost.

Gary opened the discussion to New Business. Tom
talked about the disaster drill (SET) for this Saturday. The
ARES group talked about using the station at The Red
Cross, but Tom checked it out and it does not work. An
antenna was added, but the radio is not working. It does
not work on sideband. There was a good discussion
about repairing the radio verses replacing it. Norm made
a motion that we look into the cost of repairing it. Rick
Suhadolc (N9CKL) seconded the motion.

Jim Shaffer (WBOUWA) agreed to check the radio out and
estimate the cost of repairs. Gary H said he would like to
check with the N1SF club at State Farm to see if they
might have a radio to donate. It was agreed that when we
get a working station again our members should use it
monthly so we know it works and the members know how
to best operate the station. There are events each
weekend that we could participate in and use the station.
Grant made a motion that we table the motion for next
months meeting. After a second by Rick, the motion to
table Norm’s motion passed.



The topic of creating a Nominating Committee for 2012
officers was discussed. We also talked about when to
elect officers and when they would be installed. It was
decided that Tom and Norm would look for a copy of the
By Laws and determine what they say about all of this.
We need to notify ARRL and the State of lllinois when we
install new officers. Ed Deutsch (KC9GF) talked about
making some great contacts on his Flex radio using just 5
watts. Rich also talked about contacts, including one in
Africa. Overall the bands continue to open up. Jim talked
about his Mickey Mouse radio and an AM radio that he
converted to 160 meters for listening. Rich discussed an
article in Defense Electronics about the Army’s efforts to
purchase a large number of new radios to test. The will
be replacing all of their radios in the near future. The cost
per radio works out to be about $8,000 each.

Ed reviewed some nets that are active and mentioned that
they are redoing the script and members list for the 160
meter net that meets Sunday morning. Grant made a
motion that we update the newsletter to show the various

sideband traffic nets. After a second by Tom, the motion
passed.

Gary reminded the members that we have our Coffee
Klatch at 9:00 am, Monday to Friday, at the Dairy Queen
on College Avenue and the 10-10 breakfast at IHOP the
1% Saturday of each month at 8 am. All are welcomed to
attend. Bring a friend. And don’t forget to check in on
Tuesday’s to the ARES Net at 8:00 pm, the 10 meter Net
at

8:30 pm and the 2 Meter Net at 9 pm. Anyone with an
item for the Newsletter should send it to Norm or Ed.

Ed made a motion that we adjourn. After a second by
Norm, the motion passed. For the presentation portion of
the meeting, Rich and Jim showed pictures and discussed
the contest station in Trivoli, IL that is being setup by
Craig Thompson. Trivoli is east of Peoria on route 116. It
is on 17 acres and most of the discussion was about all
the towers and antennas being setup

Submitted by Mike Sallee (KC9FWL)
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McLean County ARES/SKYWARN October
Meeting Minutes

October 19, 2011

Member Andy Stubblefield (KOQEMA) called the meeting to
order at 7 pm. Thirteen members were present. Andy
passed out an agenda for the meeting, a sign-in sheet for
attendees, and we proceeded discuss the agenda items.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday the 16th of
November at the Grand Café restaurant in downtown
Bloomington. This will be our Christmas dinner.

1. Andy reviewed the MCDC Disaster Drill
conducted October 1. Overall it was an excellent
drill as it pointed out areas that need to be
changed or modified. The drill started late and the
news media did not show up. Andy was expected
to handle 4 radios, doing different things with
each. He could not do this, showing the need for
more operators. Overall there was confusion as
to who was to do what for a couple of positions
and BroMenn had confusion in there emergency
room. So the flow of injured into and out of the
hospitals was not smooth. A detailed review of
the drill will be held next Tuesday. Contact Andy
if you want to attend; everyone is welcome.

2. Andy said that they are now going to plan the
drills for the next three years. For 2012 it will be a
Strategic Stockpile disaster and 2013 it will be an
Airport disaster. For 2012 the communication
focus will be on StarCom, so we will have to
decide what to do for radios. If you have any

Page 2

suggestions for drills, let Andy know. We might
be able to get something for 2014.

3. The presentation planned for tonight was
cancelled. Those making the presentation have
been getting ready for -certification of their
Technical Rescue Team in Champaign/Urbana
this weekend. The presentation will be
rescheduled.

We are planning to have a joint meeting with the
McLean County Health Department Medical
Reserve Corps early in 2012. We are going talk
to them about what our AREAS/SKYWARN group
can do for them.

5. Tom and Andy met with the local Red Cross
chapter to see what they expect from us and what
we can do for them. Tom said the Red Cross no
longer has any radios; they will use landlines and
cell phones. We need to be ready to help them
with communication if the disaster impacts the
phones. We should each have a TO GO kit
ready. It should include a radio, long live battery
and a good antenna. We will need to be able to
communicate on HF (not just via a repeater). This
is because the repeater could be down and we
will need to communication into various counties
served by our Red Cross chapter. We may also
need to communicate with other Red Cross
chapters.

Tom plans to schedule a drill where we go out to
distant locations and see how well we can
communicate via our ARES net. He also has
copies of the volunteer form for the Red Cross.
They have changed some of their procedures, so



we can now volunteer just to do communications
as an ARES member. Please see Tom for an
application form. With training, we could also
provide an initial assessment of the disaster, thus
assisting the Red Cross by also being able to
communicate this to them. The next class will be
Saturday October 29" from 8 am to Noon at
the local Red Cross office. Let Tom know if you
plan to attend.

In February we will have a First Aid class with the
Health Department and the Medical Reserve
Corps. There is a small fee (like $5) for a book
and the instructor.

We will NOT have a meeting in December.

Tom and Andy met with the Red Cross and
discussed the Memo of Understanding (MOU).
One word needs to be changed. When that is
done, the CIRC and Red Cross will sign the MOU.
It will cover the CIRC and our ARES group, so we

10.

1.

includes the repeater frequencies being used by
Tazewell, City of Peoria, Woodford and McLean
counties for ARES activities. We should add
them to our radios so we are ready if we get
called out to another county to help.

Norm noted that the October issue of CQ focuses

on emergency communications. Various
members discussed nets that they have been
listening to or joining related to ARES in our state.
You can now get a NOAA 5 minute rush hour
weather forecast at 0700, 0715, 0730, and 0745
Monday to Friday mornings on 147.195 - PL 97 4.
Lincoln weather is working to restore and use
147.345 — PL 103.5 again.

Tom would like all of us to bring our GO KIT to a
future meeting. He will let us know which one.
Have you registered with ARRL as a member of
ARES? Have you completed the four required
FEMA classes on communications? They are |S-
00700a, 100a, 200a, and 800b in that order.

do not need one from each group.

Those attending were: Gary D, Gary W, Norm, Kathy,
Roberta, Jay, Ron, Doreen Roeder (N9OSU), Josh
Galladay (KC9UJS), Mike, Tom, Andy, and Ed.

9. Andy distributed copies of the agenda for the
October meeting of the Tri-County ARES group.
They have changed their name to Central lllinois
ARES group. Anyone is welcome to attend, just
let Andy know. Please review the agenda as it
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Submitted by Mike Sallee (KCOFWL)

AREA EXAM DATES

Following is the schedule for W5YI-VEC Amateur Radio exams for the year 2011 at the Normal Fire station at 1300 E
College Avenue. It is at the intersection of College and Blair Street, with parking behind the Fire Station, entry
off Blair.

Setup is from Noon to 1:00 normally. Exams begin at 1:00 P.M. Questions may be directed to Keith Hanson via email
preferably ac9s@mchsi.com or (309) 378-4416

Please bring two forms of identification. You must have a Social Security Number. We cannot administer a test without
your SSN. You will need a copy of your Current license plus any CSCE you want to apply.

Test dates for 2011 will be the following Saturdays:

January 8 Done

March 12 Done

May 14-Done

July 16 Done

November 12 Coming Up Soon

The club thanks Keith for his hard work in heading this testing.

Peoria Area Radio Club Testing

In addition on the alternate months VEC exams are held in Morton Public Library.

Contact Bob Bush WOWTF at tigrbob@gmail.com for more information on the Peoria Radio Club testing.
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This is a list of some of the traffic handling nets on lower hf.
This is a work in progress

ARES 3.905mhz 1st& 3rd Sunday 4:30pm local time NCS, W9FX

NCPN 3.912mhz M-F 7:00am local time (North Central Phone Net)

ISN  3.905mhz Daily 6:00pm local time (lllinois Sideband Net)KA9MZJ

Net Manager

IPN 3.857mhz M-F 4:45pm local time (Roll call on 3.940mhz only on Sunday morning
8:00am, after the IL/EMG net)(lllinois Phone Net)

IL/Emergency Net 3.940mhz 8:00am Sunday (Roll call)

9RN 7.280mhz M-F  11:00am local time (Ninth Region & CAN)

ITN 3.910mhz  Daily 7:30am& 3:30pm (Indiana Traffic Net)

TCC 14.345mhz  Daily 2:00pm (Good listen, mostly a closed net)

(EAN, CAN,& PAN) (Coast to coast)

75MISBN 3.985mhz Daily 0100Z 8:00pm Summer 7:pm Winter Traffic Net

Most all the region nets are on 7.280mhz and start around 10:00am local time (Zero's at
10amé& Fifth region at 10:30am)

75 Meter Interstate Sideband Net 3985khz 0100Z Daily (Wed NCS)

NTS Net Manager lllinois Sideband Net 3905khz 6:00pm Daily

&];

If you have a QR reader on
your Cell phone / PDA read
this.

=]

The following three pages are the current Constitution of the Central lllinois Radio Club.
Please review since we need to revise it to confirm with our current needs as well as the
states requirements for tax exempt organizations.
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Central lllinois Radio Club Constitution

Wa, the membsra of the Central Tllincis Mmateur Radio Club of Bloominglon, Inc., de=siring
to maintain the pleasures, benefitz and services of amatenr radio, hecaby anact the
following copstitution ag éur governing law bo promote better cooperation, to dewelop
individual efficiency; and bo geoseally further the ilnterest of the amateur radio service
in our community, State and Hatlon,

AATICLE I - MEMBERSHIP AMD VOTIHG RIGHTS

All parsons interested in Amatewr radio shall be eligible for memberahip. Membarabip
ghall be acoomplished by expressed desirs and compliance with mesbership cegquirements
contained in tha by-laws.

¥oting xights snall extend Co-all paid up mempers currently holging wvalld amateur fadio
Licenass.

A paid up member is any member whose duss are curkent, Each officer or dicector of tha
club must b a member whe holds voting cights.

ARTICLE II — OFFICERS3

SECTION 1.

The aofflcers of this <club ghall be a president; wvice president, secretary and creasurer.
SECTION 2.

The cfficers of this club shall be slected for a term of one (1} year. The eslection =shall
b held ac the flrst regular mesting 1n May, of each e Year. WNewly alegted cfficers
Ehall be lnatalled st the first regular meeting of Septembsr. The manner in which said
election is condocted ia as provided in the hy-laws.

EECTION 3.

Yaganoies ocoOrrlng betWeen electlions shall be filled by an election, at the neat regular
meating o ag 8000 48 practlcal after such vacancy has bean determined tor axiat.

SECTION 4.

hn pfficer may be removed from office upen a motlon made io weiting and approwved by a
three-fourths wvobta of the woting memberahip.

AFRTICLE III - DNFTIES OF DFFIEI.I:;E

The presidant ahall preside st all mestings of the clob and condoct the same accarding co
the rules adopted. The president shall anforce dus observance of this esnstitotion and
by-laws. Tha prasident shall decide 311 guestions of order and aign all official
decamenta thak are spproved by the mombership. The president shall perform all customary
duties pertaining to tha office of the president.

The wvwics-orasidant shall assuma mll dutles of the oregident in bthe absesnce of the lattaec.
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Central Illinois Radio Club Constitution

The seoretary shall keep & record of the procesdings of all meetings, kasp a roll of
members and carry on required correspondence for the club. The Secretary shall keap the
constitution and by-laws of the club and have a copy avallable at sach regular and
spacial mesting of the club. The secretary shall cause 211 amendments, changes snd
additlions to be noted there on and shall permit the same to he congulted by any mambear
Upon redquesk .

Bt the expiration of the sgecretary’s term of office, everything in the' secretary’e
possesslon belonging to the club shall e turned ower to tha sugcessor ko the offica,

The teessurer shall receive and glve receipt Cor all monies padd to Che elub. The
tr=msurer =hall pay no billa withoout membership authorlzatios, & wercbal report of the
recaipta disburasmentz and funds on hand ghall be submicted to the membership ak cach
meering.

The tresaurer, at the expiration of the treasurar*s tarm of office, shall turn over
cvarythiog in the tressurer’s possession, belonging to the cluob, to the specesser to the
ol Cloe.,

ARTICLE IV = BOARRD OF DIRECTORS

The bodrd of directors shall consist of the corrent officers of the club, the immedlate
past praesident of the club and cne board membey alected ko the board by tha fembrership.

Tha slection is te be held with the regular annual el=cticn of officers in the =ams
Mannes .

The board of directors ghall, wWith the approval of the mambership, appropriate. such
moneys as reqoiced for the purchase and ypkesp of all club proparty, real astaks,
aquipment, abka,

The term of office of the board of directora shall be for cfie yearc.. Aoy Tacancy on the
board shall be filled in the same manner provided For the £illing of wacancies among the
offlocara.

The board of directors is custodiasn of the glub amateur radio station and is= harahy
suthorized, whenaver Dec2sdary, to appoint a trustes for said atstion.

ARTICLE ¥V — HEETINGE

The bylawa ghall provide for regular and special meetings.. At all meetinge. & guorum
2hall consist of those paid up members present. Hobarts Rules of Ceder shall govern ail
procesdings of the club and in &ll macters requiring a votse of the memborabip.

In absence of specific reguirement= in the constitution to the comtrary, a sliple
majority of those members pressnt shall constitute passage,

ARTICLE ¥I - DUES AND FEES

The membership may lewy such duea, fees, or assossments as necéssary for the conduct of
the husinazs of the club Within ita object sg sat Forth in the preambls of this documsnt.

2|Page
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Central lllinois Radio Club Constitution

ARTICLE W1I — BYLAWE

This club shall have full poWer to make bylaws for govaerning this club, management of 1ts
affaire, affixing of rates of contribution and shall have power to change, alter, add to
or zmend these bylaws:

RAETICLE IX - COMMITTEES

Tha prasident may appolnt commitkees. to carry oot the actlivities of the &lub.
Eylaws

SECTION 1. Meatingsa.

Aegular mestlngs of the glub shall b held monthly &t such place as the prasident may
direct. Tha presigent may change or omit any meseting in the best intereat of Ehe slub,
providing timely nobice s given to the membRrship, Speclsl mestloge may be callaed by
the president upon the wcitten reguest of any five membec= of the club, Horices shall b
sant to all ethe members advising them of the special meating and the 'nature of the
Bialiess Lo be transscted.

SECTION 2. Duss, FPee= and Asseasments.

The mesbership shall run from Fangary 1. throogh December 31%. of gach year. The annual
duss shall b F10.00 ITen Ddllers) per single household, payvable on or before December
1™, af each year,

f grace pericd of ooe month will bBe allowed during which dues can be paid. Hembership
duss shall be proratad,

SECTION 3. ELECTIONS

fursyant to artlole II of the constitubticn the annpal election shall be by secret ballor
with nominaticna boing made from among the membership. Prior to the slactbion, the
prasidant may appoint a nomlpatifng commitbtes charged with preasanting 3 nominess for sach

office to be filled. The post of secretary and treasurer may, &t the discretion of the
club membership, ba comqdned.

Ha~Tygai: LLA21 /2810 EI9p
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-Nets in the Area ||

Central lllinois Area Repeaters

Mon thru Sat  9:00 AM. CT  14.2475 (HF) Displaced Peorians
Tuesday 9:00 P.M. 146.255 (103.5 PL) Woodford County
Tuesday 7:15 P.M. 146.910 Tazwell County ESDA Net
Tuesday 8:00 P.M. 146.940 (103.5 PL) McLean County
ARES Net
Tuesday 8:30 P.M. 28.450 CIRC Open 10 meter Net
Tuesday 9:00 P.M. 146.940 (103.5PL) CIRC Open Net
Wednesday 9:00 P.M. 147.060 Open Net Has Newsline
Wednesday 9:00 P.M. 442.250 103.5PL ARES Open Net
Varies 147.100 103.5 PL Sometimes Trader’s Net
follows ARES Net held on
442.250
Thursday 7:00 P.M. 50.135 Open 6 meter Net
Thursday 9:00 P.M. 146.760 (162.2 PL) Open Net with
Newsline
Thursday 9:00 P.M. 146.850 (103.5 PL) Open Net Peoria
Thursday 9:00 P.M. 146.895 North central IL Traders
Net
Sunday 08:15 A.M. 1.815 Open 160 meter AM net
Sunday 7:00 P.M. 146.985 Clinton ARC net
Sunday 8:30 P.M 147.075 Open Net with Newsline
Sunday 9:00 P.M. 146.730 123.0 PL Open Net

(Please help me keep this list correct. | know it may not be up
to date at this time. Norm N9ZKS)

| Calendar of Events

| Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat |

Daily Coffee Klatch Monday thru Friday

...... 9:00 a.m. at Dairy Queen College Hills
Weekly 10 Meter Net

Every Tuesday evening at 28.450 mHz- at 8:30 p.m.
Weekly 2 Meter Net

Every Tuesday evening on the 146.940-repeater at 9:00
p.m.

Weekly 6 Meter Net

Every Thursday evening at 50.135 mHz at 7:00 P.M.
CIRC Meeting

Fourth Wednesdays of the month at 7:00 p.m.

at the Red Cross building in Bloomington (Just north of the
airport

KCILYU Echolink Update |

The Frequency Is now set to 146.410 Simplex - NO PL
To Connect To Node By Node Number - Dial (DTMF
Commands) its Node number

To Reconnect Last Station Dial *69

To Connect To Random US Repeater Dial 011 - The 011
command takes just a minute to connect.

To Connect To Random Link Or Repeater Dial 01

To Disconnect Dial #
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Freq Callsign Location PL
145.390 N9EZJ Lincoln WX RACES |103.5
146.730 K9HGX  [Decatur(Echolink)  [123.0
146.790 WD9HRU |Bloomington 103.5 Anti PL

on 107.2
146.850 KOPEO [|PAARC 103.5
146.940 WOAML  |[McLEAN CO ARES [103.5 CTCSS
146.985 KA9YPK [Clinton
147.015 NX9M Normal ARES Alt.  [88.5 (open*)
147.075 W9OUVI  |Washington 103.5 CTCSS
147.105 WAORTI |Decatur 103.5
147.150 WDYFTV [Bloomington 103.5
147.345 K9ZM Lincoln ESDA 103.5
147.390 WBIDUC [Pontiac FARA 127.3
442.250 WAORTI |Decatur (ARES) 103.5
442.700 WB9UUS |Normal 107.2
443.800 KOHGX [CENOIS ARC 123.0
444 175 KOMCA  [Decatur 100.0

* Repeater is currently in open mode with pl for those with QRM

Central lllinois Radio Club

P.O. Box 993
Bloomington, IL 61702-0993

http://www.qgsl.net/w9aml/
President: Gary Dearth KD9F

Vice-President: Ed Deutsch KCOGF
(309) 828-2227

Secretary: Mike Sallee, KCOFWL

Treasurer: Norm Huber N9ZKS
(309) 378-4674

Newsletter Editor: Norman Huber
n9zks@frontier.com
(309)-378-4674

The CIRC is a not-for-profit ARRL special service club
whose purpose is to advance the service of Amateur
Radio. Located in Central lllinois, CIRC and its
members welcome all to use the 146.94 repeater and to
attend club meetings.

Submissions for the newsletter must be received by the
10th of the month and may be snail or e-mailed to the
editor at:
Norm Huber
19266 US Highway 150
Bloomington, IL 61705-5855

e-mail n9zks@frontier.com
Permission is granted to Amateur Radio-related organizations
to reproduce contents of Short CIRCuits provided full credit is
given.




