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April 2003

Calendar of Events
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Coffee Klatch

      Monday thru Friday 9:00 am

      Dairy Queen College Ave. across 

      from College Hills Mall

Thursday Coffee Klatch

      7:00 PM at Steak & Shake

      on Rabb Road in Normal

Weekly 2 Meter Net

Every Tuesday evening on the

146.940-146.340 repeater at

 9:00 p.m.

10/10 Breakfast


First Saturday of every month at 8 a.m. Baker’s Square, Vernon & Vets (Just south of College Hills Mall)

CIRC Meeting


Fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the Red Cross building in Bloomington (Just north of the airport).
CQ CQ CQ to the CIRC

Reading an article in a journal of mine inspired an idea for the April program.  The article went back in time to 1897 when two German companies installed an antenna on the spire of the Heiland church, in the village of Scrow, not far from Berlin.  Using a “spark-gap” transmitter similar to the one constructed by Henrich Hertz, the first wireless transmission was made covering a distance of around 1640 feet.  That was of course a few years back, now on May 3rd of 2003, Deutsche Welle will celebrate 50 years of broadcasting and in June they will be the first to launch regular broadcasts in digital mode. *

Thinking of the span of time and the many different rigs our amateurs have used over the years, I thought it would be a great opportunity to view some of the equipment of choice at our April meeting.  While I encourage all CIRC members to bring a rig for display, I’ve asked some individuals up front so to give an example of what you’ll miss if you don’t make the April meeting.  Those bringing equipment and type:

Mitch  KB9PXL (Kenwood 520); Dean AA9BS (Kenwood 830); Rodger WQ9E (FT817 /1000MP); Keith AC9S (FT100 / mobile ant.) and Larry KB9NPH (Icom 746).
Accessories:  Welcome and encourage bringing CW gear or other accessories, example: antenna analyzer, etc.

Ham Fest activity is now firing up, with Godfrey being April 26 and Arthur, April 27, 2003.  While Arthur may be a bit small, it’s certainly not one to miss, a very good Ham Fest.

Please take note: This will be your last newsletter if your label does not read 2004.  Rick WD9HRU will always accept dues at $10.00 per member or $15.00 for a family.  Our sincere apology ahead of time, if we’ve overlooked someone that has paid, let Rick know of your payment and we’ll update your label.  Any snow birds out there, we know who you are and you will be covered.

Weather is changing, lets be alert for any needs of weather spotting as we work through the volatile months of spring.  CIRC has operational a working 2M station at the ARC site.  Plans are in the making to handle a Tuesday night net from the ARC.

Look ahead: May 28th meeting: K9PEP, Paul Plasters South American net control communicator will give a presentation.  Arranged by N9ZKS     Plus, necessary issues addressed to Field Day.

June 25th meeting: This meeting will center on any Field Day issues.

June 28th and 29th: Field Day Events

July 23rd meeting:  Fox Hunt activities, details to follow in later newsletters or be a part of the monthly meeting, we need organizers.
73’s de KB9NPH, Larry, President CIRC

* Monitoring Times, April 2003
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Date: 
March 28, 2003

To:
CIRC and Welcomed Guests

From:
Larry Mays, President of the CIRC

Re:
Field Day, June 28/29, 2003

While it may seem a bit early to discuss Field Day activities, the CIRC would like to extend a hearty welcome for strong showing of support from our club members.  Scheduling of volunteer assistance is a bit difficult, as June ushers in the beginning of family vacations.  The exact location was selected to be (by a show of hands, vote still forthcoming) at the American Red Cross of the Heartland.  

Site usage still needs to be approved by the Director of the ARC.   Approved per phone call on April 18, 2003.
This year we’d like folks to sign up, assisting with set up and tear down.  We’d also like to formulate a working schedule for duties on the air.   It’s been suggested we run two hour (sign up) schedules.  Hopefully this would allow an individual to set aside time for family and CIRC assistance.  Should we not be able to establish twenty-four hour commitments, it may be necessary to shut down and secure all equipment as part of our exercise.  Reopening as staffing becomes available.

Besides staffing, we are in need of but not limited to:

Canopy or some type of overhead shelter.  ------- Generator(s) --------  Power Cables, etc. -------  Coaxial Cable

Radio(s) SSB / CW -------  Tables / Chairs  -----------  Coolers for water or soda ---------- Ground Rods……..

Other:  I’m sure something is missing and this in not meant to be a final list.  Field Day is an Amateur Radio Emergency exercise, testing our ability to operate in adverse conditions.  While members of the CIRC will provide the foundation of staffing, members of the Amateur Radio community should be encouraged to join in all Field Day activities, including planning.

73’s  de KB9NPH

CIRC March 26 minutes, 2003              

Presentation was given by two members of  the American Red Cross before the meeting was called to order. Barb Ringger and Marilon Stauter showed slides and talked about their trip to New York City after the 911 disaster. President Larry KB9NPH brought the meeting to order.  Dean AA9BS and Larry said they had installed an antenna for 2 meters at the Red Cross building for the club station, W9AML.

August 23rd is to be our picnic and Dean is to find a place to have it. The South American net presentation might be in May but not in April as previously planned. That leaves April open for presentation.

Keith AC9S, is contacting State Farm in regards to field day location. Keith and Larry are going to get together to talk about a possible Field day together. Roger, WQ9E, is going to present Vintage

Restoration of receivers during the September meeting. Norm, N9ZKS, wanted to know about Power Point projection presentation by Paul in May.  Rick, WD9HRU, read the treasury report. It was approved as read. Champaign club auction is April 19. 10 - 10 breakfast is the first Saturday of the month at Bakers Square, 8 A.M..  Dayton is May 17 and 18.

Illinois repeater association annual meeting is April 12.

Visitors: Dan Serafini, W9CP, Granville, IL. and Dan Harms, K9OAT, Bloomington, IL.

Introductions were made and WQ9E moved to close the meeting and Dan, N9NSN, seconded. The meeting was closed. Submitted by Earla Shaffer, N9VXY.

BLOOMINGTON EXAM DATES

Following is the schedule for W5YI-VEC Amateur Radio exams for the year 2003 at the Bloomington Public Library. Setup is from Noon to 1:00 normally. Exams begin as listed. Questions may be directed to Keith Hanson. (309) 378-4416

Remaining dates for the year 2003 (Walk-ins are welcome)

5/03

7/19

11/15

Bloomington Public Library

205 E. Olive

Bloomington, IL 61701

Please bring two forms of identification. You must have Social Security Number. We cannot administer a test without your SSN. You will need a copy of your Current license plus any CSCE you want to apply.

TECHNOLOGY NEWS

ASI Technology Corporation (Henderson, NV) has developed a plasma antenna - basically a glass or ceramic tube containing ionized gas - that can be reconfigured dynamically for frequency, direction, bandwidth, gain, and beam width.

 

One antenna can do the job of several antennas, decreasing clutter and weight on a structure such as a communications tower, aircraft, spacecraft, or watercraft. Fewer antennas also mean less interference among antennas. For the military, it also means less visibility on enemy radar.

 

Because the gas in a plasma antenna is only ionized for the amount of time it takes to transmit or receive a signal, a plasma antenna at rest has less potential for interference than a metal antenna. A better signal-to-noise ratio also means users require less power when transmitting and receiving signals.

 

ASI continues to study commercial applications of the technology and is looking for ways to produce cheaper, more rugged tubes for the antennas. They are also exploring whether to license the technology or to become a full-fledged manufacturer of plasma antenna systems.

 

Visit http://link.abpi.net/l.php?20030325A6 for more information.

 

Taken from NASA Tech Notes. 

Central Illinois Radio Club Membership Application

Membership dues are $10 per person or $15 per family (multiple members at one address).  You do not need to be a licensed amateur radio operator to join CIRC. Please pay particular attention to the shaded areas to help us keep our membership roster up to date.

NAME:_____________________________________________________________ CALL: ___________________

                     First                        MI                              Last

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________

                        Street / RR etc.

CITY: _____________________________________  STATE: ________ ZIP: _____________________________

Home Phone  ( _ _ _  ) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _     Work  ( _ _ _ ) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _

E-Mail  -______________________________________ LICENSE CLASS:_______________________________

Snowbirds ATTENTION!  Please list alternate address and when to use it.

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________  From ___________________

                        Street / RR etc.

CITY: ______________________________  STATE: ________ ZIP: ________________  To  ________________

Demographic Information:  Parts of hobby you are active in.

· Are you a member of other Central IL clubs?  ____________

· If so, which ones?  ________________________________________________________________________

· Are you a member of any of the following?

· ARRL _____    McLean County ESDA: _____    Local ARES: ______     Other ARES Group  ______

If a member of any other ARES group, where, for how long , what specific role(s) did you play and are you interested in becoming involved here?

________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your specific interests within the hobby?

(   HF




(   Satellite Communications

(   VHF/UHF



(   Administering Exams (VE)

(   QRP




(   Public Service Events

(   Emergency Communications

(   DX

(   Fox Hunting



(   Contesting

(   ATV




(   Construction

(   Packet Radio



(  Youth Activities

Other ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you like to do at meetings? ___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What activities do you think the club should participate in or sponsor? __________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

You can turn in your membership application at club meetings (4th Wednesdays at the Red Cross building in Bloomington) or mail it and a check payable to the Central Illinois Radio Club to:

Central Illinois Radio Club

P.O. Box 993

Bloomington, IL  61702-0993

April  Meeting

Wednesday April 23, 2003
Central Illinois Radio Club

April 2003

Newsletter
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