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President’s Message, by Joe Miller KJ8O

Summer, what summer? As I am writing this message 

on Labor Day, it seems that Memorial Day was just 

yesterday. Field Day gave us an example of life in the 

lower half of the sunspot cycle, but as a club, we hung 

tough and ended up with 6,730 points. Not our best, 

but far from our worst showing while working as 3A.  

Our logs were successfully submitted and will be 

included in the final results, hopefully to be 

announced within a month or so. Again, my thanks to 

everyone who helped this year. Let’s see what 2017 

will bring.

Larry KB8POD has been doing a fantastic job with the 

siren tests this year, even though he has been 

overwhelmed with other events. There are still two 

more months left for this year, and any assistance 

would be greatly appreciated. Please stay tuned, the 

next test is Saturday, October 1 and let’s hope that we 

are nearing the finish line.

Last Monday night during the regular OCARS net, 

which has been operated for about 5 years, first on 

Tuesday nights at 7:00, then on Monday nights at 8:00, 

will be undergoing a minor change to the operating 

schedule. Beginning with the September 19th net, 

check-ins will commence at 7:30 pm. Our nets have 

been averaging 20 per week, and sometimes there just 

isn’t enough time for the Trader’s Net. As always, my 

thanks goes to Dan KB8TXZ and Chris KD4LJT who 

covered the nets when I wasn’t available during the 

summer. Both gentlemen are doing a great job, and 

are to be commended.

This month will focus on the National Parks on the Air 

Centennial Event, which runs for all of 2016, and as of 

Labor Day, there are just under four months left to the 

year. There two classes of standings, the activators, 

who operate radio from the National Parks, and the

chasers, who contact the National Parks stations.

Some special mentions are in order…

The following OCARS members are acknowledged for 

their role in activating National Parks, some in 

Michigan, some in Hawaii. All states count, but that’s 

where OCARS has been worked.

Name/Call Activations

Jim KH6/KB8TXZ 6 (Hawaii)

Greg KH6/N8GAS 4 (Hawaii)

Joe KJ8O 4 (Michigan and Ohio)

Doug KH6N8VY 3 (Hawaii)

And the following OCARS members are acknowledged 

in their role contacting NPOTA stations (approximately 

480 in total):

Name/call Score

Ron W8RWL 400

Tim K8NWD 285

Joe KJ8O 104

Doug N8VY 6

Greg N8GAS 2 (included Hawaii)

Ken W8KRS 4

Bob K8RGM 1

Please remember, it’s not too late to start or to add to 

your score. The only thing is to upload your logs to 

Logbook of the World, and the ARRL does everything 

else. More importantly, thanks goes to Greg N8GAS for 

his excellent write-up of the Hawaii activation.

That’s it for this month. Hope to see you at the meeting 

tomorrow.

VY 73 de Joe KJ8O
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Siren Testing: Saturday, October 1, 2016, at 1:00 pm. Please check into the Clarkston Repeater to volunteer.

Upcoming OCARS Meetings

Tuesday, September 6, monthly meeting at 7:30, nothing special, just a good time

Tuesday, October 4, monthly meeting at 7:30, to be determined

Tuesday, November 1, monthly meeting at 7:30, to be determined

Tuesday, December 6, monthly meeting at 7:30, club elections

Meeting location: Bethany Baptist Church, 1375 Hiller Rd., Waterford

doors open at 7:00, meeting begins at 7:30

Social Gathering: Wednesday 10:15 – 11:30 am, Village Place restaurant

S.W. corner of Dixie Highway and Andersonville Rd., Waterford

Officers and Directors: President: Joe Miller KJ8O Directors: Tim Pepper K8NWD

Secretary: Scott Craig N2OPQ Al Bailey K8SIX

Treasurer: John Eldred N8FNN Fred Holmes W1SKU

Trustee: Brad Nowak N8SNM Jim Vigne KB8TXZ

OCARS Net: 8:00 pm (local time) on the Clarkston Repeater, 146.840 MHz, p.l. tone 100 Hz,

Joe KJ8O is net control, Dan KD8TXZ and Chris KD4LJT are both alternate net

control operators, and welcomes participation from all area hams.

Checkins: Dates are local time, Monday evenings, with number of check-ins, time, and NCS:

8/23/16     23     00:45     Joe

8/30/16     21     00:45     Joe

Website: www.qsl.net/w8tno maintained by webmaster Scott Craig N2OPQ

Contact information: w8tno.ocars@gmail.com or kj8o.ham@gmail.com (for an immediate response)

Great Lakes Division: http://www.arrl-greatlakes.org/

Michigan Section ARES: http://ares-mi.org/
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Upcoming Hamfests

Sept. 18 Adrian Hamfest, Adrian, MI (note: new location!!!)

http://www.adrianhamfest.com/

Sept. 24 GRAhamfest, Wyoming, MI

http://www.w8dc.org/attachments/2016GRAHamFestFlyer_wo_checking.pdf

Upcoming Events

Sept. 9 – 12 WA2NYC 15th Anniversary of the Attack on the World Trade Center

(details per QST p. 94 or QRZ.com)

Sept. 10 – 18 Route 66 On The Air Special Event   http://w6jbt.org/

Contests

Sept. 10 – 11 Worked All Europe DX (Phone)

Sept. 10 – 12 ARRL September VHF Contest (Phone, CW, Digital)

Sept. 24 – 25 CQ Worldwide DX Contest (RTTY)

Also, see Page 92 of QST for a full listing of amateur radio contests for September.

Traders Net

Yaesu FT897D - Asking $750

Kenwood TS520S - Asking $300

MFJ versa tuner 2 model 949C Asking $60

Taking all offers that are reasonable.

Thanks,

Jason W8ZZU
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OCARS Meeting Minutes for June 7, 2016 recorded by Scott A. Craig N2OPQ, Secretary

Members socialized inside and outside from 7:00 to 7:30pm

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm by Joe KJ8O, president.

Business Meeting:

Prior meeting minutes accepted by Doug, N8VY. Ken, W8KRS seconded. Carried Unanimously.

The Treasurer’s report was given by Tim, K8NWD. Motion to accept by Dan, KD8TXZ. Seconded by Greg, 

W8VIJ. Carried Unanimously.

Old business:

Polo Shirts $23. If interested see Jim Vigne, KB8TXZ.

Reminder to renew memberships and pay annual dues.  Annual membership is $20. We accept cash or 

checks.

New Business:

Due to field day coming up and the amount of material we had to cover, the break began early. The focus 

during the meeting is on this year's field day event.

Upon return from break, the floor was handed over to Jim, KB8TXZ.

Field Day - June 25th thru June 26th, 2016 - http://www.arrl.org/field-day

We'll be setting up within 24 hours before the 2pm Saturday start time. Tear down is right after 2pm Sunday. 

We conduct our field day event at the same park the  Oakland County Fairgrounds is located at. Springfield 

Oaks County Park,  12451 Andersonville Road, Davisburg, MI 48350. Follow the road to the back, it's the 

fields used for parking during the fair. 

Please review all sections of the rules :

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2016/2016%20Rules.pdf

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2016/2016FD_packet.pdf

Exchange: 3A MI

Slideshow ended at 8:45pm

Jim, KB8TXZ drew the ticket. The 50/50 winner was Dan, KD8TXZ. 

Meeting adjourned about 9:00pm.
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My experiences operating from the National Park sites during 2016 include two operations from the River Raisin 

Battlefield Park in Monroe Michigan, as well as operating from the Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical 

Park in Dayton Ohio.

Although other operators have worked from the River Raisin Battlefield Park earlier in the year, I arrived at about 

9:00 on Saturday, April 16 with the thought of making special event contacts prior to the start of the Michigan 

QSO Party which began at noon local time. One my earliest challenges, when I began talk with park staff last 

November, they seemed acceptable to the use of wire antennas hung from trees. Yet, about two-three weeks 

before the day of the event, I was informed they would not allow any attachments to the trees, nor any rods or 

stakes in the ground. Jim KB8TXZ had told me about a similar experience he had with their trip to Hawaii, and 

mentioned that he would be using an MFJ-2286 “Big Stick” antenna, which is basically a whip antenna that can 

extend to about 20 feet, and includes 4 radials. Thinking that I would very likely use it several times, I went ahead 

and ordered one, and found that it was relatively easy to assemble and use.

During the special event part of my day, I met with Paul Trouten W8PI and he made about 20-25 contacts using 

my call sign. He had to leave as he was working from the Red Cross Building for the Michigan QSO Party. Between 

us, we made 120 contacts, all on 40 meters sideband. Then at noon, the Michigan QSO Party began and finding an 

open frequency, I went to work. Noise levels were very high that day, in the S7 to S8 range, and was very likely 

due to the location. I found myself calling for what seemed long periods of time between contacts, and did some 

searching and pouncing in between. The weather was quite tricky also, the sun was out and temps were at about 

60. In the shade and with the breeze coming in from Lake Erie, it felt like it was 30. At about 4:00 thinking the 

propagation would improve, I moved to 7250 kHz for a while, and picked up my pace a little. At 5:00, the 

international broadcasting station began their transmissions, and with the wind chill, I then threw in the towel 

with 90 QSOs completed, including one on 20 meters.

Sunday, June 19 was the day of the Monroe swap meet and the county fairgrounds are only about 4 miles from 

the Battlefield Park, and thinking a number of the attendees would like to add to their NPOTA score, I ended up 

there a second time, this time all contacts were made by 2 meter FM simplex. Thanks to Larry Camp WB8R and 

Dale Williams WA8EFK for publicizing my activation, there plenty of publicity regarding this operation. About 10 

minutes into the event, I made contact with Roger W9RDF in Fort Wayne Indiana, a distance of about 120 miles. I 

have not heard of other contacts like this being made, ours may have been the only NPOTA contact completed by 

tropospheric ducting. The total QSOs for the day was less than 20. But sometimes, it’s about quality rather than 

quantity. A boy scout troop from Waterford had travelled to the park for the day, and the troop leader asked me 

to spend a few minutes talking to the boys about ham radio. 

All in all, it was a good learning experience, in many ways like working Field Day, but it was also fun. And I wished 

there was a way that I could go back and do some before the end of the year.

Respectfully submitted, Joe Miller KJ8O


