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Minutes of the April 21, 2008
Dial Radio Club Meeting

Attendance

KD8BCM, K8CM, WABDTU, KC8DUX, NSEH, W8EH,
N8GGE, KD8GXD, KD8HGE & Pam, N8HP, N8HRA, KI8I,
W8ISZ & Marg, W8LKU, N8LRN & Eve, NSLWM,
WB8MYT, WD8NKQ & Barb, NBNQF, N8NRF, N8ODK,
N8OZN, K8RJH, K2RWP, AF8T, N8TFH, KD8W & Judy,
W8BWCQ, KBBWKL, KC8WOF

Call to order:

The meeting was called to order by Don, WASDTU/ @0
pm who again asked everyone to introduce themsdtvebe

group.
Secretary’s Report:

Barney, N8HP, announced corrections to the Apnilutes
to correct the call of the Field Day chef, Red, Vi&Jand radio
station WLW. A motion to dispense with the readiofgthe
minutes and to accept them as amended was madeniy, E
N8EH, and seconded by Carl, KBCM. The motion pdsgiéh
two nay votes — Frank we miss you!

Treasurer’'s Report:

Ron, NBNQF, presented the treasurer’s report.8200
membership stands at 97 members representing 6lfefam
Barney, N8HP, made the motion to accept the treasureport

and, Lorie, W8LKU, seconded. The motion passed
unanimously.

Repeater/Station Report:

Ernie, W8EH, reported that the 440 MHz statiobask on
the air running a 30-year old GE Master Il. Thevmepeater is
working well, and people were encouraged to try44@ side.
There was brief discussion of what to do with thterepeater.

Activity Report:

Lorie, WBLKU, announced that the tour of WLW woldd
on Monday, the 28of April, at 710 Tylersville Road. She asked
for a show of hands of those planning to attendabulit a
dozen people responded. She announced that péaplke park
behind the transmitter building on the horseshoe.

Butler and Hamilton County ARES members were atdiva
to provide traffic control (and sooth ruffled feats in general)
at the hepatitis vaccination session that occurrétlestchester
on April 5". Approximately 225 persons were provided with the
vaccine due to an earlier incident at a Butler @peatery. This
was the first instance of an ARES activation fordinal reasons.

Lorie reminded those in attendance of the Dialrbam net
which meets on Thursdays at 9:00 pm., and thaBthler
County ARES meeting will be May T4at Butler Tech. In
room 127 at 7:00 p.m.

Next Meeting: Monday May 19, at the Golden Corral



Classes and Exams:

Beverley, NBGGE, gave the education report andamced
that Dial’s education efforts are over until Augastce the extra
preparation class has been completed and mosteddttidents
have upgraded. There will be no more educatiortepintil
the fall. Carl, KBCM, gave the summary of the rdcexam
session on April 28 The following was edited from an email
sent by Carl to the Dial mailing list on the"26f April, when
the FCC database was updated and reflects thosseveiforts
were rewarded.

Congratulations to: Robert Pitts, KD8HGE, Bob Reatuth
WD8NKQ and Ron Spaulding, N8BNQF, who upgraded to
Amateur Extra Class! Congratulations, as welll@&o/ear old
Andrew Mohr, KD8ILH, who earned his Technician hice.
Special congratulations to Ed Brinkman, AC8BI, who
successfully passel exam elementsat one sitting — a first for
a Dial Radio Exam session — at least as long a&thesent
could remember.

Old/New Business: Hamvention

Hamvention — still no news. The original paclatthe
spaces has not been received, but the check bskeadca
according to Ron, N8NQF, Dial's Treasurer. Diad nat
received any correspondence from Hamvention. \JiBISZ,
informed the audience that many of the problemsuagyily
stem from a database incompatibility between thie ‘aleopping
cart’ and the internal bookkeeping causing sontbef
problems.. This seems to have impacted both Fla&éf
spaces and advanced ticket sales . It is expdwaethe spaces
will come before Hamvention starts.

Ron, NBNQF made a motion that Dial provides fresls
for all Dial members at Hamvention since membetshei on
their own for food this year. This will includeftee in the
morning, and soft drinks and water later in the. dag per
recent practice all persons selling at the Dial flearket spaces
are asked to make a 10% donation to Dial to hékebhe cost
of securing the spaces. In recent years, smalluges on the
food side have tended to offset low sales fronflreemarket.
The motion was seconded by Carl, KBCM, and passtubug
dissent.

The topic of cleaning our club trailer for Hamvientwas
discussed. N8EH offered the use of his storageeagpin this
year. The cleanout was tentatively set for 6:00/amday May
5" Ernie asked those attending to meet on TerryeDrear the
entrance to the storage building. The topic afading the
trailer and freeing Ernie’s space will be discusaethe next
Dial meeting.

The audience was reminded of the general scheflule
“May Madness” — i.e. Hamvention weekend. The éraill
leave Ron’s business at noon on Thursday. Aftgpshg for a
snack at McDonalds on Route 4 in Germantown, tbamuwvill
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proceed to Hara Arena and set up the trailer, cgredp. The
next three days will be long ones for those withyeadmission
tickets — Leaving Ron’s at “O-dark-thirty” (which later this
year than last) or Calvin’'s, WB8BMYT, in Carlislebd later to
arrive at Hara a little before 7:00 a.m. Thosehinig to ride the
‘0-dark-thirty’ group should check with Ernie, W8EBF Ron,
N8NQF. Dial members wishing to bring boxes of stafsell at
Hamvention should contact Ernie, W8EH, or Ron, NENQ
arrange a suitable drop off.

Announcements:

Field Day Chair, Roy, N8LRN, announced that heehthe
first Field Day meeting on site at Hara.

Carl, KBCM, asked that the VE’s helping with theam on
Wednesday, April 28 should try to arrive at Verity Lodge,
Miami University Middletown by about 5:30 and to &ire to
bring their badge. .

Adjourn:

A motion to adjourn was made by Ron, N8NQF, and
seconded by Ernie, NSEH. The motion passed, anthteting
was adjourned at 7:34 pm.

Barney Taylor, NSHP
Secretary

News and Information

A e A
Ed Brinkman (now AC8BI), WA8DTU, N8HP and N8EHPhoto by N8NQF

ACS8BI — From Scratch to Extra Class Amateur in One
Session

Ed Brinkman came to the April 2&xam session sponsored by
Dial Radio Club to sit for his Technician clas®lice. A very
few minutes later, Ed had finished his exam andgzh&lement
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2, to earn his Technician Class license (at least @ was in the
FCC database). Asked if he would like to try tren€ral Exam,
he indicated that he had not really prepared fat ¢ixam but
would give it a try. A short while later, he haatreed credit for
Element 3, so that a General Class license wouttbiveng. Ed
was asked if the wanted to try the Extra exam.inifially
declined but a little cajoling from the person hiogdthe stirring
stick (i.e. the Secretary) convinced him to tryhisTtime Ed took
longer to complete the exam and made use of hisileabr.
When the computer graded Ed’s exam he had earsdeiivia
Class License. lItis possible to say that Edseswere well
above that required to earn credit for all thresreints. It turns
out that Ed is an electrical engineer by tradechvimeans that
those nasty circuit problems were pretty easy for. However,
antennas, propagation, exotic modes, how to béustesr
examiner, and the general FCC rules for the ExtaagCexam
are not things that any non-ham would be expectéaiow. Ed
was bullied into having his photograph taken wita three VE's
that gave him his CSCE (the written proof that hd passed)
with the possibility of submitting the photograph QST as a
possibility for one of the ‘Stray’ entries. Confyiations again
to Ed. N8HP

WLW Tour was a Big Success

From all reports received by me the WLW tour waiyed by
all attending. Thanks Lorie for making it possitA&8T

Photos by W8LKU, WABDTU and WD8NKJ
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To all Ohio Section Amateur Radio Clubs:

The Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARB)aad
to announce a new contest to be held on 6 Septe20b&: It is
called the "Ohio State Parks On The Air" and anrimiational
flier is attached. You can also find more inforroatabout the
contest as well as the contest rules, forms, ang's At
http://parks.portcars.org

The main goal of the contest is to get stationsaipey at as
many of Ohio's beautiful State Parks as possie. would
appreciate it if you would circulate the flier toyr club's
membership and encourage participation in the eviérypu
have any questions you can contact me8@pd@portcars.orgr
Chuck Patellis, the contest chairmank@&mp@portcars.org

Also included below is a brief item that we areuesting that
you include in an upcoming edition of your newsetb help
get the word out about this event. We hope to fi@aron the
air!

73, Jim Aylward, KC8PD
V.P./P.1.O. PCARS
WWW. portcars.org

Ohio State Parks On The Air

The Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS) i
sponsoring a brand new contest this Fall to be fiefd noon to
8:00 p.m. local time on Saturday, September 6tlis dalled
Ohio State Parks On The Air and has the goal aflgeamateur
radio stations operating from as many of Ohio'sibd State
Parks as possible. There are seventy-three Stats P
throughout the state and they are easily accedsilall of us.

This is designed to be a fun eight hour eventahlatvs contacts
using any and all modes on 80, 40, 20, 15 and I6rmas well
as 6 and 2 meters. The multiplier for this eveifithve the
number of State Parks that you work so it offeeschallenge
and the opportunity for stations in the Ohio Sectmwork
other stations within the state.

Entry categories include low and high power indidtand club
stations operating from the parks as well as nok-giations
either in Ohio or anywhere outside of Ohio. Theiébe a
special award for the club whose members activetgteatest
number of parks.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources has gtgen
approval for this event. ODNR operates a wideergrof
terrific parks with a full range of amenities arduhe state and
you could easily make a weekend trip for this centédet's
show some support for our state's natural resoamepark
system.

You can find complete information about the congst
http://parks.portcars.orincluding the contest rules, all forms,
and a list of FAQ's.

Please join us in participating in this event. tda

all demonstrate how the Ohio Section can creatstest that
can be easily duplicated in any other state or eationwide by
putting the national parks on the air.

73, Jim Aylward, KC8PD
VP/PIO PCARS
WWW. portcars.org

ARRL Legislative Action Program (Information used taken
from the ARRL website)

As the newly appointed DLAC (District Legislativection
Chairman) | would like to familiarize you with whate are
doing, where we’re going and how you may help. fnecess
has been proven in the field and at the preseret sieems to
work the best as it is laid out.

What is the ARRL Legislative Action Program? TheRAR
Legislative Action Program is designed to makeoigible for
ARRL members to promote and protect Amateur Réddiough
coordinated, legitimate political action at the &ed
government level.

Why should | become involved in this program? I&dking
with our Congressmen a waste of time? Federalslaggis
frequently vote based upon their understanding®ftishes of
their constituents. As a constituent, your opirieimportant to
them.Elected officials view their constituents as "res@s" and
want to hear from them. They need input from tbeirstituents
to gauge positions on a piece of legislation aniarine how it
will impact the voters in their districts. As adiecsed Amateur
Radio operator, you can provide a valuable resouacgour
member of Congress. More often than not, the krigele
Legislators have of Amateur Radio is fairly limitddherefore,
your combination of being a constituent and a fatigficensed
operator can help make a difference by ensuringybar
Congressman and staff receive the balanced infoomatey
need to make good decisions on Amateur Radio tklate
legislation.

How is this Program organizedihe ARRL Board of Directors
(Board) selects legislation that is to be suppoedpposed
through the ProgramThe ARRL Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
manages the day-to-day operations of the ProgiEime. ARRL
President monitors operation of the Program andorépon this
to the Board and, between Board meetings, to tHeLAR
Executive Committee (EC). The EC ensures compliaitbehe
policies of the Board during periods between Baarktings.
Each ARRL Division Director is responsible for tiygerations
of the Program in his/her Division. The Director yreppoint a
Division Legislative Action Chair (DLAC) to manage his
behalf. The Director or DLAC appoints, trains andmages one
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or more Legislative Action Coordinators (LAC) f@oh state in

the Division.The LAC appoints, trains and manages Legislative

Action Assistants (LAAs) to meet with Federal
Legislators/Congressmen or with their legislativees in their
offices "back home." The discussions and the nadsdeft after
the meetings encourage Legislators to support faendly to
Amateur RadioVisits to Legislators' "home" offices are made
only when requested by ARRL Legislative Action Rimg
managers through Division officials. These visitg/mmvolve
key Legislators or all Legislator®epending on the specific
situation, managers in the Program will be requddtehave all
members in relevant Divisions, states or CongresgiDistricts
to write in support of the ARRL legislative positio their
Federal legislators.

Who chooses which legislation we will support opage? The
ARRL Board of Directors chooses the legislatiosupport or
to oppose.

Who develops strategies and tactics for the Progréine ARRL
President, ARRL CEO, ARRL General Counsel, ARRL
Executive Committee and the Congressional Relafiomsthe
League retains work together to develop strategiestactics to
be used in the Program.

Why doesn't the Program operate at the state aadllkvels of
government as well as Federal? Each Section Mar{at#ris
encouraged to maintain a program in the SecticGupport or
oppose legislation at the state and local levelgeson known
as the State Government Liaison (SGL) typicallydsehis
program. The SGL position was established in Mird@tef the
July 1982 Board Meeting. Persons who participataénstate
and local program may also choose to participatearFederal
program and vice versa. To learn more about thie sind local
program, contact your Section Manager at
http://www.arrl.org/sections/

| thought ARRL is a tax-exempt non-profit organiaatand that
US IRS rules do not allow it to become involvedabbying and
the law-making proces&\RRL is a tax-exempt non-profit
organization as defined by section 501(c)(3) oflttternal
Revenue Code. As discussed in the "It Seems teditstial in
the August 2006 issue QfST, "What is prohibitedto us and
other tax-exempt non-profit grodps any involvement in a
political campaign. Under the Internal Revenue Cale
section 501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely fiogbd from
directly or indirectly participating in, or intervang in, any
political campaign on behalf of (or in oppositiar) any
candidate for elective pubic office. The prohibiti@pplies to all
campaigns at the Federal, state and local levet] @olating it
could result in revocation of tax-exempt statual$o explained
in the August 200QST editorial, ARRL is allowed to promote
or work against specific public policy issues. Eswe have
found of significant interest to Amateur Radio udg Federal
legislation to control excessive interference fiBroadband
Over Power Lines, Federal legislation to protectaieur Radio
frequencies and Federal legislation essentiallgrtisure all
amateurs are allowed to install an antenna.
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| have often contributed to and worked for one orempolitical
candidates in my area. Do | need to stop beingeadti political
campaigns if | work in the ARRL Legislative Actidgrogram?
No, as a citizen of this country you are encouraigespeak and
act for yourself in political campaigns if you wishyou do this,
what you need to do is to ensure that your paréitgm in the
political process is clearly understood to reprelsgour own,
personal position and actions, and not the positod actions
of ARRL. When you act as a private citizen, beagetb wear
your "private citizen" hat and not your ARRL hat.

Who is eligible to participate in the Program? ARREmbers
who are willing to follow the guidelines of the lgram are
eligible to participate in it. Members who wishidecome
Division Legislative Action Chairs (DLACS), Legisiae Action
Coordinators (LACs) and Legislative Action Assisga(LAAS)
need to participate in a brief training programobefmaking
calls on legislators.

| am not a member of ARRL, why can't | participai¢he
Program? We would like to be able to work withaattateurs to
make this program as successful as possible; howeederal
IRS regulations place limits on the amount of ¢ffdRRL as a
501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, can devote tonmembers
regarding legislative affairs. We invite you torjdARRL and
become a key part in this program. For informatormARRL,
go tohttp://www.arrl.org/aarrl.html

How do participants in the ARRL Legislative ActiBnogram
get information and materials needed to call owrite to US
Representatives and Senatd8sZkground information on
legislation, the names and addresses of "your" Gesgmen,
educational leave-behind leaflets and more thatrereded to
make visits to Congressional offices can be fountea
Grassroots link on the Members Only area of www.@irg.
This information is available to be printed oDraft letters to
Congressmen are similarly available at this sanuation.

So, as you can see there is nothing too hard emdat doesn't
take a lot of time when we work together on ledisfa

If you are interested in helping in this area hsnghom you
may contact. In Kentucky the Legislative Action @tioator e-
mail for your information is Patrick R Thrush, N4PR&t
n4prt@hamtechtalk.conn Ohio send it to Brent C Stover,
WD8PNZ atwd8pnz@yahoo.copand at this time we are in
need of a Legislative Action Coordinator in Michigdntil one
is seated e-mail me NB4K with your information at

nb4k@arrl.org

If you have any questions on this feel free to oak-mail me.
We need our frequencies and this is just one avérateve have
to protect them.

73
John D. Meyers, NB4K  DLAC

nb4k@arrl.org 859.472.6690
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DIAL at Dayton Hamvention®

We will be taking the club trailer up to Hamventioaxt
Thursday about noon. It is ready to be loaded ity items that
you wish to sell at the club spaces. We need siLgéll.

Contact me or Ron N8NQF if you have anything yoshatio
load in the trailer. It is at my work QTH right ndwt will be
moved to Ron's in the next couple of days.

Also if you don't have a chair in the trailer, ymay want to
drop one off too.

The club spaces are 3201, 3202, 3203.

The club portable repeater is the same, 147.318h+anPL of
100.0.

ErnieWSEH
Reminder: This year the club voted on BYOF (bringryown

food). There will be cold soft drinks and ice clsdstr storing
lunches at our flea market site.

Field Day / DIAL Picnic 2008

DIAL and BCVHFA will be combining efforts again thiear
for Field Day on June #8and 28'. Ernie W8EH has secured
our at last year’s location at Smith Park and R8¢ RN has
been elected Field Day chairman. If you have aegsdor Field
Day contact Roy.

We will also have our annual DIAL Picnic on Juné' 28 the
Field Day site. If you are planning on attending gicnic please
contact Lorie W8LKU.

| hope to see everyone theAd=8T

Butler County D-Star System Is On the Air

The Zoomtown DSL issues have been resolved anskttver is
now on line and we are connected to the rest ofvibréd!

145.160 will be on the air around 8-9 P.M. Thursifay 15
thru Sunday the 19th for Dayton [Hamvention] - tkenhave to
give that antenna back to the 146.970 machine tr&itlimbers
can get the antenna up on the tower intended &DtStar
system.

442.625 is fully functional now!

The 1.2 GHz stuff will not go on the air until wetghe antenna
up-and then only the data side will be on untilose get a set of
3 cans (RX-TX-TX/RX) for the 1.2 GHz side of theswm.

If you have a D-Star Radio and have NOT vyet sigored the D-
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Star system, you can go to the server in ButleHBMilton,
OH WS8RNL at the link below and sign on. It will tak day to
get approved for the system as approvals are domedaily
basis.

Thanks! Have fun with the newest technology onntiaeket-
brought to you by R & L Electronics, Butler CountiAF
Association W8CCI and Butler County ARES KDBEYB!

Here is the linkhttp://www.rlham.com/w8rnl/index.html

Robert Spratt N8TVU

FCC Looks to Raise Vanity Call Sign Fees

The FCC released a Notice of Proposed Rulemakidd@ader
(NPRM) on May 8 seeking to raise fees for AmateadiB
vanity call signs. Currently, a vanity call sigrst©$11.70 and is
good for 10 years; the new fee, if the FCC plarsgheough,
will go up to $12.30 for 10 years, an increase.60$The FCC
is authorized by the Communications Act of 1934g@ended)
to collect vanity call sign fees to recover thets@ssociated
with that program. The vanity call sign regulatéeg is payable
not only when applying for a new vanity call sidput also upon
renewing a vanity call sign for a new term. Instiorcs on how
to comment on this NPRM are available on the FC® ¥e.

The vanity call sign fee has fluctuated over theyd@rs of the
current program -- from a low of $12 to a high 60$the
current fee of $11.70 is the lowest the fee haa beee the
inception of the vanity call sign program. The F&H it
anticipates some 15,000 Amateur Radio vanity égil s
"payment units" or applications during the nextdisyear,
collecting $184,500 in fees from the program.

Vanity Fee Due for New, Renewal Applications

The vanity call sign regulatory fee is payable oty when
applying for a new vanity call sign, but also upenewing a
vanity call sign for a new term. The first vaniglicsign licenses
issued under the current Amateur Radio vanitysigh program
that began in 1996 came up for renewal two yeaos ag

Those holding vanity call signs issued prior to@.88e exempt
from having to pay the vanity call sign regulatteg at renewal,
however. That's because Congress did not authibzECC to
collect regulatory fees until 1993. Such "heritagafiity call
sign holders do not appear as vanity licensedsarrCC
Amateur Radio database.

Amateur Radio licensees may file for renewal onithin 90
days of their license expiration date. All radioaeaurs must
have an FCC Registration Number (FRN) before fimg
application with the Commission. Applicants canadbtan FRN
by going to the ULS and clicking on the "New UsRegjister”
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link. You must supply your Social Security Numberobtain an
FRN.

ARRL Processes License Renewals, Including Vanities

The ARRL VEC will process license renewals for wgicall
sign holders for a modest fee. The service is abptElto ARRL
members and nhonmembers, although League membelsgsay
Routine, non-vanity renewals continue to be freeNiRRL
members. Trustees of club stations with vanity siaths may
renew either via the ULS or through a Club Statatl Sign
Administrator, such as ARRL VEC.

League members should visit the "ARRL Member Ircttams
for License Renewals or Changes" page, while thstflictions
for License Renewals or Changes" page covers dereeaval
procedures for nonmembers. There is additionatinéion on
the ARRL VEC's "FCC License Renewals and ARRL La®n
Expiration Notices" page.

License application and renewal information an&dito the
required forms are available on the ARRL Amateupligation
Filing FAQ Web page. The FCC's forms page alsasffiee
required formsARRL

"Yes | really am running just 5 watts QRP...although 1
suppose I do have an above average antenna system..."

Cartoon by NOUJR
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