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Minutes of the June 2006 
Dial Radio Club Meeting 

Attendance 

KD8CPV, WA8DTU, KC8DUX, N8EH, W8EH, N8GGE, 
N8HP, N8HRA, KI8I, W8ISZ, W8LKU, N8LWM, WB8MYT, 
KC8NHP, WD8NKQ, N8NQF, N8ODK, N8OZN, N8PI, 
WA8PRA, AB8QP, AF8T, N8TFH, W8WCQ.(24) 

Call to order: 

 The meeting was called to order by Ernie, N8EH, at 7:00 
p.m.  

Secretary’s Report: 

 A motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes and to 
accept them as published electronically was made by Ron, 
N8NQF, and seconded by Marilyn, N8HRA.  The motion 
passed, with one nay vote. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 Ron, N8NQF, presented the treasurer’s report which 
reflected a membership of 93 persons representing 60 families.  
Barney, N8HP, made the motion to accept the treasurer’s report 
and, Bob, WD8NKQ, seconded.  The motion passed.  Ron also 
gave a rundown on the costs associated with Hamvention.  As a 
result of requesting a 10% donation on sales, the donations 
provided approximately $155 more than the cost of the spaces.  
Ron and Judy provided 89 meals to Hamvention attendees 
during the three days at an average cost of $4.85 for each of the 
meals.  The food donations resulted in a surplus of about $250 
for the weekend.  Bob, KC8DUX, made a motion to accept the 

report and Lorie, W8LKU, seconded.  The motion passed.  
Many thanks to Ron and Judy for feeding us so well for another 
year!! 

Repeater/Station Report: 

 Ernie, W8EH, provided the station report.  Everything 
seems to be working properly at the moment. 

Activity Report: 

 Lorie, W8LKU, gave the activities report.  The Tuesday 
ARES net has been suspended until September.  Serving at the 
Field Day Picnic will begin at 6:00 pm on Saturday, July 24.  
Attendees are requested to let Lorie know how many are coming 
in their party. 

Classes and Exams: 

 Beverley, N8GGE, gave the education report.  The next Dial 
exam session will be in mid August, and a Technican classs will 
begin on the following week.  Rick, AF8T, advised those present 
that a new question pool is in place for the Technician exam. 

Old Business: 

 Ernie, N8EH, gave a general overview of the plans for Field 
Day on June 24 and 25 to ensure that those in attendance were 
up to speed on the details of the setup, picnic, operation and take 
down phases of the event. 

New Business: 

 Barney, N8HP, reported on the Field Day planning meeting 
held at Smith Park on June 15. The turnout was excellent, and 
the plans were solidified.  Butler County VHF Association will 
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provide one of the phone, stations.  John, W8WCQ is captain of 
that station.  Ernie, W8EH, is the captain of the other phone 
station and Dave, KD8W, is captain of the cw station.  This year 
all antennas will be provided by Dial or Dial members.  Help 
setting up will be greatly appreciated.  A smooth Field Day setup 
is expected, weather permitting. 

 Ron, N8NQF, wanted to know if those in attendance had 
received their June newsletter.  All acknowledged that they had 
received the newsletter that will now be edited by Judy 
Spaulding. 

Jodi, AB8QP, brought the Field Day T-Shirts to the 
meeting, rushing in after a long day of work.  The ARRL person 
messed up the order for those wanting XX-sized shirts and sent 
XXX’s instead.  They are going to re-ship and the shirts should 
arrive by Field Day for those of us that needed that size. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjourn: 

 A motion to adjourn was made by Ron, N8NQF, and 
seconded by Willowdean, N8TFH.  The motion passed and the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:21 p.m. 

Barney Taylor, N8HP 
Secretary 

One Person’s View of Field 
Day 2006 

 Ernie, N8EH, could not attend the second Field Day 
Planning meeting at Smith Park so I volunteered to moderate 
that get together. As a result, I became the de facto ‘Field Day 
Chair’ – whatever that means.  We planned to have essentially 
the same set up as in 2005 with three stations located in three 
screen houses to help keep out the bugs.  The dining canopy 
would be near the phone stations.  There was a light, steady rain 
on Friday morning as I gathered the last of my stuff into the 
truck and hitched up our pop-up camper.  We arrived at Smith 
Park about 1:00 and set up the camper as others began to arrive.  
Promptly at 2:00 we began to set up the two portable towers 
with beams.  By 3:00 the beams were assembled, and the towers 
were ready to have the beam mounted on the mast.  That was 
accomplished shortly after 3:30 and the towers were raised to 
their full height.  Dave, KD8W, worked more diligently on the 
CW station than the others and got his setup completed.  The 
rotors were checked, the ladder antenna set up and other details  
– including setting up the dining shelter - were finished by 5:00 
pm when Red, W8ULC, fried up a great batch of hamburgers 
and hot dogs for those working, or supporting the work.  Lots of 
discussion and a little work filled the evening, and there didn’t 
seem to be that much work left to be done on Saturday morning. 
The turnout for camping was the greatest that we have ever had 
– 3 motor homes, and 4 trailers of one kind or another.  Ernie, 
W8EH and Roy, N8LRN eagerly showed off their new trailers to 
those in attendance during the early evening.  Bob, KC8DUX, 
brought out his propane fired, portable, fire pit.  We had a nice 
time talking and making Smores by the fire.  On Saturday 
morning we started setting up the screen houses for the other 
stations.  The vertical for 80 m was set up and the horizontal 
loop for 40 meters completed the antennas.  The stations were 
set up, everything was checked, even the clocks on the logging 
computers, and we were ready to go about an hour before the 
start of the contest.  I took the opportunity to drive home and 
clean up before the start.  

 We had lots of operators for almost the entire 24 hour 
period.  Operation seemed to go pretty well with ‘old pro’ 
contesters and those just starting taking turns or working 
together.  In a most uncharacteristic manner, the 20 meter phone 
station remained active during the picnic.   

 Saturday night was another great night for sleeping for those 
camping.  Ernie, W8EH, had just finished the early morning 
shift (3:00 to 6:00 am) on the CW station and was almost chilled 
when I crawled out to talk with him.  Like other years, Murphy 
and his gremlins had their way with us.  During this Field Day, 
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the CW station had two computers fail, costing a good bit of 
time and a lot of energy to find workarounds.   

 Red, W8ULC, and Lorie, W8LKU, made a big breakfast for 
us running from around 7:30 to 9:00 am – eggs, biscuits, 
hotcakes, bacon and sausage.  So much for my cholesterol level.   

 As we approached noon, hot dogs were grilled, and we ate 
again in preparation for the upcoming take down.  Shortly after 
noon we took down the large dining canopy – that was about a 
12 person effort to take it down without crashing it.  At about 
1:30 as contacts on 40 meters were slow, Jim, W8ISZ, suggested 
that we take down the 40 meter antenna that was not being used.  
That was the first of the antelope into the water.  Within 
minutes, all except for the CW guys were actively starting to 
break down and stow shelters, unused equipment, etc.  The 
generator was turned off at 2:02 pm or thereabouts and the 
towers were lowered in preparation of remo ving the antennas.  
Again we had a great amount of help for the process.   The 
towers were uprooted, the beams dismantled, and the trailers 
(Dial’s and KD8W’s) were packed, the area policed for litter and 
dropped tools, and we were ready to leave the park by 4:00 pm.   

 As ‘the chair’ I felt incredibly pleased with the smoothness 
of the entire operation.  Certainly the great weather helped a 
good bit, but all involved with the planning delivered on their 
pledges, there was always someone or several willing to help.  I 
would like to point out three individuals for service above and 
beyond the call. Gordon, KI8I provided ice as fast as we could 
melt it cooling our water and sodas and let Red ‘baptize’ his 
brand new grill.  Jim, W8ISZ, and Bob, WD8NKQ, - both 
relative newcomers to the Dial club – made tremendous 
contributions both in setting up/taking down and in operating.  I 
sure hope we didn’t burn you out.  I don’t know what our score 
will be, probably somewhat lower than last year, but we should 
be proud of it.  We worked hard, played hard, and had a good 
time.  The combination of BCVHF and Dial lead to what I 
consider the most successful field day in my (limited) 
experience. 

Barney, N8HP   

Classes 

Beginning August 23, the  DIAL RADIO CLUB  will offer an 
eight-week class to prepare a candidate for examination in 
Technician Class Amateur Radio operator license.  Meeting in 
Johnston Hall, on the Middletown Campus of Miami University, 
this class will meet on Wednesday evenings, 6-9 pm.  
 Technician theory instruction will begin August 23 and 
conclude October 11.  An ARRL/VEC examination session will 
be held at the conclusion of the class on the evening of October 
18.  Please note, Morse code proficiency is not a requirement 
for the Technician Class license. 
 Although there is no charge for the instructional portion of 
this class, students should be prepared to purchase a license 
training manual and supplies (approximately $20-25) for use in 
class.  License training manuals are expected to be available, for 
purchase, the first night of class.  
 Class enrollment will be limited to twenty students. For 

registration and/or additional information, please call Miami's 
Continuing Education office at (513) 727-3200. 

EXAMS 
 An examination session in Technician, General and Extra 
Class Amateur Radio Operator’s License will be conducted on: 
 

Wednesday evening, August 16, 2006 
at 6:30 p.m. in Johnston Hall, 

Miami University-Middletown, Middletown, OH 
 
 Doors will open for registration at 6 p.m.   Please plan to 
arrive early as all registration activities must be completed by 7 
p.m. 
 Applicants must furnish the original and one photocopy of 
their current license (if any), original and one photocopy of any 
certificates of successful completion of examination (CSCE) 
they may hold, positive (photo) identification, social security 
(TIN) or Licensee ID number, and the test fee of $14. 
 NCVEC Form 605, Application for License, will be 
available at the test site.  Advance registrations are 
recommended but not required ... walk-ins are accepted on a 
"space available" basis.  Map to exam site and/or NCVEC 605 
form available from K8CM for SASE.   (Electronic version 
available from K8CM@arrl.net) 
 Advance registration consists of a completed  NCVEC 605, 
copies of your current license and valid CSCEs, and a check 
($14) made payable to the Dial Radio Club.  Please enclose a 
note stating the class of license you will be attempting.  Advance 
registrations should be mailed to: David Williamson, 5766 
Trenton-Franklin Road, Middletown, OH, 45042, and must 
arrive no later than Monday, August 14.  Please include your 
telephone number on your check. 
 Special examination accommodations must be requested at 
least two weeks prior to the test date.  Additional information 
may be obtained from David Williamson, KD8W (424-5819). 

Talk-in on 146.610  - 
 

 

 

 

 


