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As newly inaugurated presidents go 
I should have it easy. Poor Barack 
Obama. Now there is guy with a real 
tough presidential assignment! We 
all wish him well. I bet with his 
Occidental College education, some 
luck and a little time he can pull it 
off. My presidential assignments, 
although slightly less daunting, are 

not to be sneezed at. LetÕs look at one of them: 
keeping the general meetings interesting, informative 
and sociable. Good news here, I can largely pass that 
responsibility off on others. For instance, following a 
suggestion by Bruce Nolte, N1BN, our Vice President  
Pamela Royce, W6PNW, is planning a very exciting 
activity for our next general meeting in a few days 
(Feb. 24th). So, instead of our usual speaker, she is 
asking our members to bring in and/or talk about any 
amateur radio related project they have built or are 
building.

What might that be? There are thousands of 
possibilities, but here are some suggestions. Maybe 
you have something you made in the past, even the 
far past, with big knobs, meters and even vacuum 
tubes. Nowadays, with everything miniaturized down 
to circuit boards and ICs, it seems more difficult to 
build electronic ÒstuffÓ but there a lot of options 
available. It might be some electronic gadget out of 
QST, from a kit or, if you are able, from your own 
head. Some clever modification of your equipment 
would be good. However, you may have been 
working on something on a somewhat more ÒmacroÓ 
scale, like an antenna system you have put together. 
There are thousands of possible variations in 
antennas. And, you know, any new antenna that you 

build yourself always works much better than the 
store-bought one it replaces! Other projects might 
include putting together a new ham shack by 
rearranging your old equipment, grounding 
everything properly and replacing the decaying coax 
you have been using since well into the last century. 
Maybe it is adding new mobile capability to your car, 
boat, plane or even bicycle. Be sure to bring some 
pictures of the antenna, shack, car, etc.

So letÕs all think about what we have been working on 
that might be categorized as an amateur radio project. 
Bring the ÒstuffÓ you have made, or pictures (or both) 
and tell us about what cool things can be built by an 
interested ham. Building, and using the things we 
build, is one of the many joys of our hobby!

Ham Radio has played many 
roles in our lives. And even when 
Amateur Radio was suspended 
during World War II, experienced 
licensees still had a role to play, even though 
unofficial.  Many Hams of the day entered military 
service, but not all. Here are some interesting reports 
by members of QRZ.com.

Default Real Short Wave listeners

I'm reading a fascinating book "Ambushed under the 
Southern Cross" written by a retired Merchant Marine 
Captain who in 1942 was taken prisoner aboard a 
German warship after it sank his ship in the South 
Atlantic. Eventually he was taken to Batavia which 
was in the hands of a German ally - Japan.

For several months he was just reported missing until 
several short wave listeners copied the names of some 
prisoners in the hands of the Japanese announced on 
Radio Tokyo. Many short wave listeners spent hours 
each day listening to Radio Tokyo and then writing to 
the name address given in the announcements.

The writer of the book (Captain George Duffy) notes 
his Mother didn't know he was alive until she 
received letters and post cards from unknown people 
all over the country - months before she was officially 
notified by the U.S. Government.

73, AB6ND
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The Presidential

by Tom Berne, W6TAG Sub-audible 
Tomes
Bruce Nolte, N1BN

Amplifier

Ham Radio and War
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There is an amateur radio operator here in the Dallas, 
Texas, area who grew up near the north coast of 
Australia during World War II. He, his father, and his 
older brother were all licensed before the war. After 
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and the British 
possessions in the Far East, all amateur radio 
operations were shut down. The "local", with his 
father and brother, used to spend hours copying all 
sorts of shortwave transmissions from broadcast 
stations to CW transmissions from all sorts of 
Japanese stations.

Once each day one of them would take the 
information copied to an Australian Navy officer who 
was stationed at a nearby base. The same was done by 
quite a number of other amateur radio operators who 
were either too young or too old to serve in the 
military. This information was then processed by the 
Australian military. The "local" never knew exactly 
what these "intercepts" actually contained. However, 
once-in-a-while they did get a "heartfelt thanks" from 
the military officer.

Glen, K9STH

At the height of Vietnam at one of the major air bases 
the transmitter used for transmitting encrypted attack 
orders to the other bases went out and they had to 
wait for a replacement transmitter to be brought in 
from the U.S. mainland. Therefore, for 3 or 4 days all 
of the orders went out using CW from an old BC-610 
which "chirped to high heaven".

During that period the losses to U.S. aircraft was 
virtually nil. However, both before and after the 
losses were pretty heavy. Although the Air Force 
would not admit it, it was fairly obvious that the 
encrypted transmissions were being intercepted and 
decoded, at least in part, by the enemy. But, when the 
information was sent by CW using the chirping 
BC-610, the enemy was not able to decode the 
information! Now I believe that if the situation had 
continued for a while the North Vietnamese would 
have developed a way to decode. However, since the 
"olde fashioned" method of transmitting the data was 

used, their system could not handle the transmissions 
and therefore the data was more secure than when 
using the "high tech" encryption methods.

This information was told me by the Texas 
Instruments representative who was involved with the 
encryption equipment that was being used at the time. 
This person also told me that during the same period 
that there was quite a bit of unrest in Thailand against 
the United States. Therefore, the local Texas 
Instruments "head honcho" was told to "lie low". 
However, that person was about 6'6" tall, weighed 
about 300 pounds, and was black! It was pretty hard 
for him to "lie low" in Thailand!

Glen, K9STH

CQ Magazine has bought World Radio Magazine and 
is making World Radio Online an Òe-zineÓ or on-line-
magazine.

 The magazine is in PDF format and free to view or 
download at:

 www.cq-amateur-radio.com/WorldRadio.html

 73,  Allen Ð KC7O

Remember the mystery of callsign W6SXI (The 
Hazards of Googling Yourself - Dec 2008 PRC 
Bulletin)? No one in the club came forward to solve 
the question of how W6SXI could be both Hank 
Myers (SK 1961) and Joe Chiappino (Alive and 
kicking). But thanks to some astute research by Steve 
Melachrinos, W3HF, of Collegeville, PA, the mystery 
has been solved. Steve found Hank listed in the 1957 
callbook as W6SXJ, not W6SXI.

Now to get the PRC history documents corrected. Joe 
Chiappino, at age 80, will be really pleased to know 
that he is not a silent key after all. Whew!

73, John - AC6VV

World Radio Magazine Goes Online

W6SXI Hank Myers Mystery Solved

Renew Your Membership
The board has proposed a reduction in the 
annual club dues price. If the motion passes 
at this weekÕs general meeting, the new rates 
will be only $20 for individuals or families 
and $10 for full time students living away 
from home. If you have already paid at the 
old rate, the treasurer will refund the 
difference. Dues deadline is April 1st, 2009.

http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com/WorldRadio.html
http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com/WorldRadio.html
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ÒQSB got the last part of your 
transmission, could your please 
repeat everything after my signal report?Ó I hate that! 
Having just made a nice solid contact, then for no 
apparent reason, the signal becomes very weak or 
unreadable. That is ÒfadingÓ and to explain it we will 
have to go back a ways. We have covered the 
ionospheric refraction of HF radio waves in previous 
Crown City HF installments, but we never quite got 
specific about what actually happens after the signal 
has been bent and heads back to earth. So, we need to 
return to our study of the ÒionosphereÓ in order to 
explain ÒfadingÓ.

For the DXer using the F layer the longest distance 
from the transmitter to where the signal returns to 
earth is about 2000 miles. That distance is called the 
Òskip distanceÓ. We know that DX transmissions can 
often go several times that far, so how can that 
happen? The answer is that usually the surface of the 
earth is a pretty good reflector of radio waves, so 
back up they go. Soon they hit the F layer a second 
time and are bent back down about another 2000 
miles away, and so on. They do weaken as they travel 
on, but some times they can make several ÒhopsÓ and 
go nearly all the way around the world on something 
called Òlong pathÓ. But that is not the only path your 
signal can take. Depending on many factors, 
particularly the frequency, radiation angle and the 
ionosphereÕs ionization, your transmissionÕs energy 
might enter the F layer and be refracted slowly so that  
it travels a long way before emerging to return to 
earth. Other paths, like bouncing back and forth 
between the F and E layers before returning to earth, 
called ÒductingÓ, can also occur. So you can see that 
with many paths possible, the energy from an HF 
transmitter may arrive after considerably different 
travel times to any given receiver. So, what? Well, 
such signals will usually be out of phase with each 
other (like those noise canceling earphones) that can 
severely depress the strength and distort the 
intelligence. We call this Òmultipath fadingÓ. Other 
less common forms of fading occur due to changes in 
signal polarity and areas of greater radio wave 
absorption occurring along the transmission path.

Another important propagation phenomenon to 
understand is the special properties of the Ògrey lineÓ. 
If you connect all the places on earth where daylight 
is turning to darkness, or visa versa, you have the 

grey line. There is often unusually good HF 
communication along this line, largely due to the 
rapid disappearance of the rf energy absorbing D 
layer on the darkening side of the line. This occurs 
faster than the F layer de-ionizes on the sunlit side, in 
part because it is higher up and receives solar energy 
longer. Although running exactly north and south on 
September 21st and March 21st, the rest of the time 
there is a tilt (as much as 23 degrees) to this line. To 
see the location of the Ògrey lineÓ at the present time 
you can always go to http://dx.qsl.net/propagation/
greyline.html. This map can be a big help in finding 
DX possibilities in the southern hemisphere and even 
in Europe over the pole. For a more detailed 
explanation of the possibilities see

www.astrosurf.com/luxorion/qsl-propa5.htm

So over approximately the past year we have been 
looking at HF propagation. Next month we will begin 
to look at HF antennas and all that goes with them.

This month the membership of the club will be asked 
to vote on a proposed change to the clubÕs bylaws, 
reducing the amount of annual dues.  Below, is the 
proposed text of Article VII of our bylaws with 
deleted text shown in strikethrough type and newly 
added text shown in underlined bold type.

Article VII: Dues and Fees

Section 1: Membership dues shall be $30.00 
(thirty) $20.00 (twenty)  dollars per year.  
Licensed amateurs in the same household 
may apply to the board for membership at no 
additional cost.

Section 2:  Full time regular students may 
apply to the board for membership at $15.00 
(Þfteen) $10.00 (ten)  dollars per year.

Section 3: Dues are payable on January 1 
(Þrst) and become delinquent after April 1 
(Þrst) wherein the mailing of the Bulletin to 
the delinquent household will cease.
Section 4: First time members joining 
between January and April shall pay 100% 
of the annual dues; May through August 
shall pay 75%; September through 
December shall pay 50%. 
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Crown City HF
Tom Berne, W6TAG

Fading and the 
Grey Line

Proposed Change in 
Club Bylaws

http://dx.qsl.net/propagation/greyline.html
http://dx.qsl.net/propagation/greyline.html
http://dx.qsl.net/propagation/greyline.html
http://dx.qsl.net/propagation/greyline.html
http://www.astrosurf.com/luxorion/qsl-propa5.htm
http://www.astrosurf.com/luxorion/qsl-propa5.htm
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Congratulations to Eli, W6ELI, and Ray, KJ6NO - First Place - Rover Limited, Los Angeles Section.

The Bulletin is pretty much complete and the hour is 
late, but here is this little space left over - not big 
enough for the extra articles I have waiting.  Besides 
that, my faithful proof-reader, KF6LMR, is out of the 
house and IÕll just have to take my chances on getting 
things right.

IÕll echo TomÕs Presidential Amplifier by asking all of 
you to please do bring something for the ÒShow and 
TellÓ meeting.  ItÕs just too easy to skip the effort and 
go see what the regulars are doing instead.  Well, 
donÕt be lazy!  Get out to the shack and bring 
something.  If you found it interesting or fun, then we 
probably will too.

Read PeterÕs article on the pros and cons of the Club 
buying a generator.  We will probably be voting on it 
at a future meeting.  By the way, the placement of 
PeterÕs citation as PRC President beside his own 
article was my idea, not his.  Thanks for 2008, Peter.

73, John - AC6VV                      -30-

Peter Fogg and Bruce Nolte will 
provide our February Refreshments

Editorial Comments

Made   
on a Mac ...of course!
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...for use during Club events such as Field Day? Some 
members say "No" and some say "Yes'.

Here is some information on the subject for your 
consideration:

Option 1: Purchase a new generator

A Honda EU2000i generator can be purchased from 
an "out-of-state" source for $899.99, no sales tax, no 
shipping cost with a one-year factory warrantee.

Option 2: Purchase a "refurbished" generator

A "refurbished" Honda EU2000i generator can be 
purchased locally for $769.00, no shipping cost with a 
one-year factory warrantee. The total cost with 
California sales tax would be $834.00.

Option 3: Rent a generator

A Honda EU2000i generator can be rented locally for 
approximately $36.00 per day, taxes, etc. included, or 
approximately $106.00 per week.

Option 4: Use generators available to Club members

Pros and Cons of various alternatives:

In its favor, the Honda EU2000i is quiet, fuel 
efficient, and produces smooth sine wave 120VAC.

Owning a generator would allow the Club greater 
flexibility in powering "in-the-field" radio activities. 
This could foster more "in-the-field" radio activities 
than just Field Day.

Owning a generator would require the Club to deal 
with storage and usage issues. The generator could 
not be stored in a commercial storage facility because 
it contains volatile fluids. Even if all the fuel were 
drained, the generator still would contain volatile oil. 
How would usage be determined and who would be 
responsible for maintenance of the generator and 
monitoring the usage?

Renting a generator relieves the Club of dealing with 
storage and maintenance issues. However, renting 
would require more effort to petition the Club for 
funds with which to rent and fuel the generator. Also, 
after four or five years of renting equipment at say 
$150.00 per year (Field Day two days plus two other 
one-day events) we would have paid the purchase 
price of a generator.

Except in a few cases such as the "industrial quality" 
generator that the Bassetts have made available for 
Club use, most generators owned by Club members 
are quite noisy. At many of the locations where the 
Club would be using a generator, the noise would be a 
negative factor, the Art Center, for example.

Should the Club Own an 
Electrical Generator...?
- Peter Fogg, KA6RJF

President  W6TAG
  Tom Berne berne at usc dot edu
 323-665-6289

Vice President  W6PNW
   Pamela Royce 626-285-8987
  
Secretary N1BN
   Bruce Nolte n1bn at charter dot net
  
Treasurer W6MES
   Mark Seigel w6mes at arrl dot net
 818-430-5244
  
Members At Large
   Fred Lopez KG6GTL
   Brian Irish WA6GLJ
   Ralph Williams KI6SXP

Past Officers
   Peter Fogg KA6RJF
   Bruce Nolte N1BN
   Harry Brumer K7IB
   Cynthia Berne N6NCE
            
Education Chair W6MES
   Mark Seigel  w6mes at arrl dot net
 818-430-5244 

Club Net  KF6FEM
   Mike Dinko 626-797-8082
   
Bulletin Editor  AC6VV
   John Minger ac6vv at arrl dot net
 323-256-0046
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The Pasadena Radio Club meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Kaiser Permanente Walnut 
Center, located at 393 East Walnut Street, at the corner of 
Los Robles Avenue in Pasadena. Enter the parking 
structure at the Los Robles Avenue entrance and mention 
ÒPasadena Radio ClubÓ. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Please sign in at the front desk and security will direct you 
to the meeting room.

Membership in the Pasadena Radio Club is open to anyone 
interested in Amateur Radio. Dues are $30* per year, 
$15* for students. Request a membership application at 
the clubÕs mailing address, on the club website, 
www.qsl.net/w6ka, or in person at the monthly meeting.

The Pasadena Radio Club, W6KA, conducts a weekly net 
every Tuesday night, except on meeting nights, at 7:00 
p.m. The frequency is 145.180 MHz (-) PL 156.7. All 
licensed amateurs are invited to participate. 

The club has a packet station on 145.630 and on 223.600 
(cross-band capable) with a PBBS of W6KA-10 and a 
node name of MIRDOR. 

There is an unofficial Yahoo Group for club members at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PRC-Club/. All members are 
invited to join as this allows for rapid dissemination of 
information to members via e-mail.

Bulletin Submissions: please submit any articles or ideas 
for future articles via e-mail to AC6VV@arrl.net, please 
include ÒPRCÓ in the Subject line. Any other modes of 
submission may be arranged in advance on an individual 
basis. Submissions are due by the Friday after the board 
meeting.

Permission is granted to use articles in this issue as long as 
ÒPasadena Radio Club BulletinÓ is credited.

Please submit any address or e-mail changes to the 
Treasurer.

*These amounts may change to $20 and $10, pending a 
vote by the membership at the February 24th meeting.

Better Banking for Southern California
123 S Marengo Ave., Pasadena

http://www.wescom.org/
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Thank You

for your support of The Pasadena Radio 
Club, and amateur radio hospital 

emergency communications

511 S. Fair Oaks Ave.
Pasadena

626-744-3200

Over 30 Years of Customer Satisfaction
We Know Self Storage!

Online PRC Bulletin
http://www.qsl.net/w6ka/

Mark, W6MES, will teach an upgrade class for 
the General Class Ham License soon. If you 
are interested, contact him at w6mes@arrl.net 
or 818-430-5244 ASAP.

General Ham License Class

www.cmprintmail.com

http://www.qsl.net/w6ka
http://www.qsl.net/w6ka
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PRC-Club/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PRC-Club/
http://www.wescom.org/
http://www.wescom.org/
http://www.qsl.net/w6ka/
http://www.qsl.net/w6ka/
mailto:w6mes@arrl.net
mailto:w6mes@arrl.net
http://www.cmprintmail.com
http://www.cmprintmail.com
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Pasadena Radio Club, W6KA
P.O. Box 282, Altadena, CA 91003-0282

http://www.qsl.net/w6ka/
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

PRC Club Meeting
7:00 pm

PRC Net 7:00 pm
L A City Election

PRC Net 7:00 pm

PRC Board 7:30 pm

PRC Net 7:00 pm
145.180 - PL 156.7

Chino Hills HS Swap

Kaiser Net
147.270 Mhz 12:15 pm
52.700 Mhz 12:15 pm
7.228 Mhz 12:45 pm

TRW Swap Meet

PRC Net 7:00 pm
145.180 - PL 156.7

Feb 22 Feb 24 Feb 27Feb 25 Feb 26Feb 23 Feb 28

Mar 1 Mar 3 Mar 6Mar 4 Mar 5Mar 2 Mar 7

TRW Swap MeetPRC Club Meeting
7:00 pm

Kaiser Net
147.270 Mhz 12:15 pm
52.700 Mhz 12:15 pm
7.228 Mhz 12:45 pm

February 24th is for 
Show and Tell,
Bring and Brag

Mar 8 Mar 10 Mar 13Mar 11 Mar 12Mar 9 Mar 14

Mar 15 Mar 17 Mar 20Mar 18 Mar 19Mar 16 Mar 21

Mar 22 Mar 24 Mar 27Mar 25 Mar 26Mar 23 Mar 28

Mar 29 Mar 31 Apr 3Apr 1 Apr 2Mar 30 Apr 4

Baker to Vegas

Baker to Vegas

DCS Semiannual 
Meeting

Pasadena Marathon

ARRL IntÕl DX/SSB

CQWW WPX/SSB

N1BN logging board meeting minutes

http://www.qsl.net/w6ka/
http://www.qsl.net/w6ka/

