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Skip Bolnick, KJ6Y,

January 27th Speaker

will speak about operating 
from Catalina and Santa Rosa 

Islands with notes about 
Islands On The Air (IOTA)

At the January board meeting, the clubÕs board of 
directors approved a motion to reduce the club 
annual dues.  Since this is a change of club bylaws, 
it requires a two-thirds vote of the membership, at a 
regular meeting, to make it official.  Your board 
recommends a ÒyesÓ vote.

The motion reads as follows: 
that an amendment to Article 7 of the bylaws be 
made to change the fee schedule for dues 
payment for 2009-2010 to $20 per household 
and $10 for a full time student not residing in 
the household.  Proration for new members will 
be done as before.

Remaining board members, not pictured: Member Brian Irish WA6GLJ, 2008 President Peter Fogg KA6RJF, 
2008 Secretary Cynthia Berne N6NCE, 2008 Treasurer Harry Brumer K7IB.

Meet Your 2009 Club Board of Directors

Secretary
Bruce Nolte

N1BN

Vice President
Pamela Royce

W6PNW

President
Tom Berne

W6TAG
Treasurer

Mark Seigel
W6MES

Board Member
Fred Lopez

KG6GTL

Board Member
Ralph Williams

KI6SXP

Lower Dues Vote
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I hope everyone had great holidays and that 2009 sees 
an end to the economic downturn and a major cooling 
off of our wars. Maybe, also, the sun will start to 
generate a whole bunch of sunspots! 

As we start the New Year I would like to thank the 
membership for honoring me with the presidency of 
the Pasadena Radio Club (PRC). Also, I greatly 
appreciate the work of last yearÕs officers, board 
members, committee chairs, Bulletin editor, W6KA 
trustee, licensure class teachers and others who in so 
many ways make the PRC work. The board, in 
particular, was very helpful by bringing me along as a 
new member, and helping out as I tried to Òlearn the 
ropesÓ. I will do my best to keep up their high 
standards.

The intent of this column will be to ÒamplifyÓ (hence 
the title of this column) the activities of the club and 
to reflect on, encourage your participation and point 
out where such opportunities are available.  Coming 
to the meetings is great, and that is when we get to 
see each other regularly and find out what is going 
on. But I mean participate in other things. Like 
what?

For starters remember that ALL members are invited 
to the monthly PRC board meetings. That is where 
you can tell the board what things donÕt seem to you 
to be working well. But more importantly, new ideas 
can be presented, discussed and put into action to 
improve the PRC.  What is done better in other ham 
radio Clubs you belong to (or used to belong to)? 
How do you think we can recruit more of the areaÕs 
hams, especially some young ones? Read the Bulletin 
carefully each month. It not only tells you what is 
going on, but it also contains minutes of the Board 

meetings. You can see if your board members and 
officers are doing their jobs.  Each year end it is a bit 
of a struggle to get enough members interested in 
being officers, board members, and committee chairs. 
In fact, being in one of these positions is the best 
ways to really participate in the Club. The board 
meetings are where the action is. They are interesting 
and I have truly enjoyed attending them this last year. 
If over the 2009 year you have attended some of the 
board meetings, you will be much more likely to be 
interested in becoming a PRC officer. This renewal 
process is essential to having vital Club leadership.   

OK, I have gone on too long already but I have one 
last recommendation: Last November 16th our club 
was all set to put up an HF radio station at the First 
Annual Pasadena Marathon. Our president at that 
time, Peter Fogg, had made a special effort to invite 
club members with any class license to come and 
operate on HF. Unfortunately smoke from local fires 
forced the cancellation of the race.  However, the race 
is on again, and it is now scheduled for the morning 
of March 22nd. Our Club will have at least one HF 
station, maybe more and possibly a VHF/UHF station 
available for our members to come on down and do 
what hams are supposed to do: operate on W6KA! 
More details will be available on the W6KA Tuesday 
evening net (that is another place to ÒparticipateÓ), at 
the meetings and in the Bulletin.  But for now get out 
your calendars and write in the space for March 22nd: 
ÒMorning at PRC Marathon StationÓ.

Fellow members, each of us has a 
different take on how we view 
Ham Radio - and so does the rest 
of society.  While surfing 
www.qrz.com, I came across this posting by Richard, 
W6IRE.  I think Richard is posing a serious question 
and not "pulling our leg" - but who knows.  ItÕs fun 
reading anyway and it may bring up some real 
questions in your mind also, even though some of the 
replies are laced with humor.

73 Bruce N1BN

When do you tell a woman you're a ham?
I've started dating a very nice woman and I have not 
yet revealed to her that I am a ham radio operator. I 
keep a low profile as far as amateur radio goes, only 
my family and a few close friends know I'm a ham.
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The Presidential

by Tom Berne, W6TAG

Sub-audible 
Tomes
Bruce Nolte, N1BN

http://www.qrz.com
http://www.qrz.com
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Anyway, this woman is pretty 
and sweet and I really like her. I 
want her to view me as a 
normal, well adjusted man 
worthy of her investing herself 
emotionally. I'm afraid that if 
she sees radios and antennas 
she'll realize that I'm a ham and she'll drop me like a 
hot potato and move on to the next eligible bachelor...

I've have not yet slept with her and I think that before 
things become sexual, I should tell her I'm a ham, that  
would probably be the honorable and moral thing to 
do. On the other hand, if I keep it a secret until we are 
well into a serious relationship and someday she finds 
out I'm a ham, she may feel that I have deceived her.

Sometimes late at night, when I'm alone, I like to sit 
in the dark and talk to men on the radio. Everybody 
on this forum does the same thing, but to people 
outside of our hobby, this sounds very peculiar. I want 
to have a normal, nice relationship with a woman but 
a part of me still likes to exchange signal reports with 
other men on 40 meters.

Anyway, I've come out to my friends and family 
about being a ham but am very worried about how a 
normal woman is going to react. I know I can't keep it  
a secret forever. Some day she will discover my 
proclivities. Maybe some day she will come home 
early and catch me on 20 meters and her perception of 
me will be altered irrevocably.

So, my question is, how do you guys handle this? Do 
you tell the woman right away or do you wait until 
well into the relationship before you spring it on her?

Thanks..............Richard W6IRE 

Replies posted to www.qrz.com

K1OIK

Tell her after you get her pregnant (assumes facts not 
in evidence that a ham could do the act to get her 
pregnant).

N8TCZ

Best to tell her in a public atmosphere. That way she 
will not be tempted to go crazy. If you don't tell her 
that way then there is the more embarrassing 
moment...like when you are in an intimate situation 
and you stand there with your clothes off and she 
points and laughs hysterically and says "You're a 
ham, aren't you!"

K2DSL

 I have to ask - why are you afraid to tell her? Are you 
somehow equating a hobby you are interested in with:

a) Being previously married and divorced?

b) Have 5 kids with 5 different mothers?

c) Have a chronic disease or STD?

d) A past criminal record for a federal crime?

e) Underwent a sex change 5 years ago and you're 
really a woman?

It's a hobby you're interested in. Just say it.

David - K2DSL

Reply With Quote

WA4TM

This is a joke, right?????

KI2Y

Oh my, there are several ways to handle this...

1. Make it work FOR you, not against you. Let her 
walk in on you operating. Act all paranoid, then 
whisk her into a dark closet. Tell her with mortal 
despair in your voice that you are a double agent. Tell 
her that you are very sorry, but now that she found 
you out, you have to kill her. Then take her to your 
bedroom and make mad, passionate love to her. 
Chicks love that stuff. Oh, and at some point you 
should probably mention that "Q" has your Aston 
Martin in the shop for some "upgrades".

2. Start talking to her in "Q" codes. More than likely 
she will assume you have had a stroke, and take pity 
on you. You know, like when you are cuddling with 
her, start mumbling QRO, QRO, QRO to yourself. Or 
if she's giving you hell for something, just say QRT 
and walk out of the room.

3. Show her your DX QSL cards. Chicks dig far off 
wondrous lands. Tell her that you know these people 
and you can go visit any time you like.

4. Explain basic electrical theory and RF propagation 
to her. But not clinically. Tell a romantic tale of an 
electron and its journey across the globe. Or better 
yet, the stars. Women are emotionally stimulated. If 
you can characterize it, do it that way.

But, for the love of God, do NOT take her to a club 
meeting! That will send her running for the horizon. 
Hams are a great bunch, but as a group we have an 
odd appearance. Seriously, is there a single ham that 
you know that isn't a little "off"? I know I am.

Yeah, that's right, I'm the "Hitch" of ham radio, baby.

Thank you for calling the ham radio relationship help 
desk.

If you have any more questions, feel free to ask.

W6IRE

http://www.qrz.com
http://www.qrz.com
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It is very helpful to have clearly 
in mind the variations of HF propagation which occur 
depending on what season it is, what time of day it is, 
and what are latitudes of at the transmitting and 
receiving stations. 

Seasonal Variations

I guess we all know that when we are experiencing a 
summer in the Northern Hemisphere (North America, 
Europe, Near East and Asia) the Southern hemisphere 
(Australasia, Africa and South America) is in winter. 
This is because as a result of the tilt of the earthÕs axis 
relative to the sun the seasons change. This is because 
north of the equator we go from equal hemispheric 
radiation due to the sun striking directly on the 
equator in spring and fall to more direct sunshine 
during summer with longer daylight and less direct 
with shorted daylight in winter. This is important 
because, in general, you would think that the warm 
summer months enhance upper frequency band 
communications more than cold winter months and 
the opposite would hold for the lower frequencies. 
Longer days and more direct solar radiation should 
increase the F (good for higher HF frequencies) layer 
ionization and increase D layer adsorption (bad for 
lower frequencies HF). 

You may remember that sometimes at midday when 
sunspot activity is high the E layer gives long 
distance communications on the higher HF 
frequencies. As you would expect in summer for this 
layer the ionization regularly rises to its highest 
yearly level. But we know that it is the highest layer 
of the ionosphere, the F layer, that is most responsible 
for really good or really bad DX. For this zone things 
are not what you might think. Instead of peaking in 
summer, the ionization of the F layer peaks for a 
month or so before and after the equinoxes (late 
March and late September), and falls around the 
solstices (late June and late December).  Also, 
during periods of low sunspot activity summer the F 
layer ionization levels are higher than in winter.  But 
strangely, in periods of high sunspot activity, the 
winter upper layer ionization can exceed that during 
the summer, a phenomenon called seasonal anomaly. 
The reason for these several variations is apparently 
very complicated and not well understood.

Intraday Variations

There are also variations (called diurnal or intraday) 
in propagation which occur depending on what time 
of day it is. As noted above the highest usable DX 
frequencies are generally greatest during the day, 
peaking about noon, and dropping down modestly 
with time in the dark. The D layer ionization, 
thankfully, drops more rapidly as dusk fades. Based 
on what was covered earlier in these articles, that 
means that in the higher frequency/shorter 
wavelength bands (15 meters and up) are Òdaytime 
bandsÓ and the lower frequency/longer wavelength 
bands (30 meters and below) are Ònighttime bandsÓ. 
What about 20 meters?  It shares characteristics of the 
low and high frequency bands, particularly some 
good daytime DX openings even in periods of low 
solar activity and with just modest sunsport numbers 
the ability to still be refracted well into the night with 
only modest F layer ionization. Consequently it has a 
reputation as the premier DX band.

Latitudinal Variations 

Finally we need to consider station latitude.  During 
daylight the further a station is from the equator the 
less ionization of the nearby ionosphere will occur 
(sunshine is less direct).  However, those of you 
planning to sail around the earth need to know that 
that F region ionization peaks do not actually occur 
on the equator, rather at about 15-20 degrees north 
and south latitudes (equatorial anomaly). For both 
intraday and latitudinal variations it is important to 
consider the locations of both stations and the state of 
the ionosphere between them, rather than just where 
you are operating.

Next month we can wrap up the coverage of 
propagation with a look at ÒFading and the Grey 
LineÓ.
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Crown City HF
Tom Berne, W6TAG

Seasonal, Intraday 
and Latitudinal 
Variations

Cynthia Berne, N6NCE, will 
provide our January Refreshments

Time to Renew Your Membership
The board has decided to ask for a reduction 
in the annual club dues price.  If the motion 
passes at this weekÕs general meeting, the 
new rates will be only $20 for individuals or 
families and $10 for full time students living 
away from home.  If you have already paid 
at the old rate, the treasurer will refund the 
difference.  The deadline is April 1st, 2009.
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Randy Graham, KG6OTE, was born and raised in 
Southern Indiana, was educated there, attending 
Indiana University, where he met his wife Ann, now 
KG6OTD.  He is retired from the food and beverage 
industry where he worked in technical and 
manufacturing.  Randy and Ann have three married 
sons, and four grandchildren.  He and Ann moved to 
Southern California in the early 90Õs and currently 
live in Pasadena.

I got interested in Ham radio listening to short wave 
broadcasts while in High School but a career and 
family kept me too busy until retirement.  I took a 
weekend Technician course in 2003, then, with self-
study, upgraded to General in December 2005, and on 
to Extra Class in 2007.  My main goal in Ham radio is 
to build and operate a modest station capable of 
operating on all Ham frequencies and modes. My long 
range plan for my Ham radio involvement is to 
continue learning, and possibly doing some 
contesting.  I am also interested in Emergency 
Communications, but do not yet belong to an 
emergency group.

I enjoy HF and have a beginning station at my home.  
I have some regularly scheduled HF QSOÕs with 
friends, and have made DX contacts with Europe, 
Asia, and Latin America.  I have taken Yacht cruises 

where Ham nets provided weather information and 
long-range communication.

Ham radio has made my life richer through 
association with interesting people doing interesting 
things.  Ham radio will be another form of connection 
to friends and it will provide continuing opportunities 
to grow and learn.  My wife, Ann, KG6OTD, is a 
General class operator who enjoys the social aspects 
of Ham radio and who supports my interest in radio.

We have an adopted rescue mixed breed dog named 
Molly, K9DOG.  I heard about the Pasadena Radio 
Club via an HF QSO with John Minger, AC6VV, Hal 
Frank, KF6RRR, and Harry Brumer, K7IB.   Bruce 
Nolte, N1BN, and Peter Fogg, KA6RJF, invited me to 
be a Board Member.  I have enjoyed it very much, but 
I regret that my schedule did not allow more 
participation.  I would recommend joining the board 
to all members.  Our club needs leaders.

My wife Ann and I both enjoy the Pasadena Radio 
Club and believe that it is unique because of its 
members and their common interest in Amateur 
Radio. 

Randy is another rather new member of our club who 
has stepped up and taken the responsibility of keeping 
our group heading in the right direction.  He 
recommends all of us to give our time and efforts to 
keep our club a viable and interesting place for all 
members to enjoy.  We have a new slate of officers for 
the year 2009, but 2010 is just around the corner.  
Volunteer to help.  A good way to start is to become a 
Member at Large on the Board of Directors.  That 
allows you to learn just how our club operates, then 
you can move on up into the higher roles of 
management and responsibility.

Try it, you just might like it!
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PRC Member Profile
Randy Graham, KG6OTE

Skip Bolnick has been in the Amateur Radio Tower and 
Antenna installation and service business and a ham for 
over 30 years. His main interest is DXing, operating all 
bands, 160 through 6 meters having worked over 330 
entities. He is also past president of the Southern 
California DX Club and a member of the San Fernando 
ARC. His wife Marilyn has an Extra class license and 
also works DX and has over 200 entities worked. Both of 
his daughters are also licensed. He has gone on several 
IOTA (Islands on the Air) expeditions, including Catalina, 
Santa Rosa, and Prince Edward Islands and has operated 
the CQWW Phone contest from Prince Edward Island 
from the VY2TT Contest Station. He has done tower and 
antenna installations and repairs from California to New 
York, and Canada to Mexico.

Communications Service Co  818-887-3569
http://www.communicationsserviceco.com/

SpeakerÕs Bio:

http://www.communicationsserviceco.com/
http://www.communicationsserviceco.com/
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President  W6TAG
  Tom Berne berne at usc dot edu
 323-665-6289

Vice President  W6PNW
   Pamela Royce 626-285-8987
  
Secretary N1BN
   Bruce Nolte n1bn at charter dot net
  
Treasurer W6MES
   Mark Seigel w6mes at arrl dot net
 818-430-5244
  
Members At Large
   Fred Lopez KG6GTL
   Brian Irish WA6GLJ
   Ralph Williams KI6SXP

Past Officers
   Peter Fogg KA6RJF
   Bruce Nolte N1BN
   Harry Brumer K7IB
   Cynthia Berne N6NCE
            
Education Chair W6MES
   Mark Seigel  w6mes at arrl dot net
 818-430-5244 

Club Net  KF6FEM
   Mike Dinko 626-797-8082
   
Bulletin Editor  AC6VV
   John Minger ac6vv at arrl dot net
 323-256-0046

Pasadena Radio Club Board 
Meeting Minutes - 12/9/2008
taken by Cynthia Berne, N6NCE

Meeting started at 7:30 PM with the following board 
members in attendance:

President: Peter Fogg
Vice President: Bruce Nolte
Secretary: Cynthia Berne
Treasurer: Harry Brumer
Member at Large: Tom Berne  

Also in attendance were:

Bulletin Editor: John Minger    
Education committee chair & Board member elect: Mark 
Seigel
Member at large elect: Ralph Williams
W6KA Trustee: Paul Gordon

REPORTS

SECRETARY: The Nov. 25 General meeting minutes 
were approved as amended.

V.P. Bruce announced that the Toys for Tots collected in 
November were dropped off at the US Marine Corps 
Station and that A-American Manager Jesse Rivera 
received his certificate. He said he will work with the 
incoming VP on programs and speakers for the coming 
year.

TREASURER:

Harry Brumer reported the PRC assets as of Dec. 7, 2008:   
$ 4941.74

Peter asked for a reimbursement of $16.23 the purchase of 
a club thumb drive for use by the Treasurer. The board 
voted to reimburse him. 

NEWSLETTER: John said that the newsletter will be an 
abbreviated edition and only distributed on line for 
December. Peter will write something for his final month 
as President.

NEW BUSINESS:  

Incoming President Tom initiated a discussion of some 
ideas for the New Year.

1. Licensure classes? Mark Seigel is the instructor. He 
said people are interested but he needs help in recruiting 
students and publicizing. Perhaps PRC can notify other 
radio clubs in the area and can list it with ARRL. Should 
someone be appointed in January to be in charge of this?
Merrie and Ray have been our VEs and are willing to do 
this when called upon.

2. More in the field activities? HF and VHF/UHF every 
other month? 5 per year. In a park? Like the special event 
station at the marathon that was cancelled. Need hands-on 
activity. Could work an existing contest in addition to 
Field Day.

3. Should we have a General class course next year in 
order to encourage club members to upgrade? Mark was 
actually planning a General Class and the board urged him 
to go ahead with possible March start up.
Where to hold it? At Kaiser? We need to get some dates 
and tell John Minger, so he can schedule the room.  

4. Could a few additional teachers be recruited from the 
club to help Mark out with the additional load?

5. Work on our own Tuesday night net to make it more 
interesting. This needs more thought.

6. Begin to think about Field Day: Great news! Peter Fogg 
offered to be Field Day chairman!

NEXT BOARD MEETING: January 13, 2009

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:20PM.

Made   
on a Mac
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The Pasadena Radio Club meets the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Kaiser Permanente Walnut 
Center, located at 393 East Walnut Street, at the corner of 
Los Robles Avenue in Pasadena. Enter the parking 
structure at the Los Robles Avenue entrance and mention 
ÒPasadena Radio ClubÓ. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Please sign in at the front desk and security will direct you 
to the meeting room.

Membership in the Pasadena Radio Club is open to anyone 
interested in Amateur Radio. Dues are $30* per year, 
$15* for students. Request a membership application at 
the clubÕs mailing address, on the club website, 
www.qsl.net/w6ka, or in person at the monthly meeting.

The Pasadena Radio Club, W6KA, conducts a weekly net 
every Tuesday night, except on meeting nights, at 7:00 
p.m. The frequency is 145.180 MHz (-) PL 156.7. All 
licensed amateurs are invited to participate. 

The club has a packet station on 145.630 and on 223.600 
(cross-band capable) with a PBBS of W6KA-10 and a 
node name of MIRDOR. 

There is an unofficial Yahoo Group for club members at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PRC-Club/. All members are 
invited to join as this allows for rapid dissemination of 
information to members via e-mail.

Bulletin Submissions: please submit any articles or ideas 
for future articles via e-mail to AC6VV at arrl dot net, 
please include ÒPRCÓ in the Subject line. Any other modes 
of submission may be arranged in advance on an 
individual basis. Submissions are due by the Friday after 
the board meeting.

Permission is granted to use articles in this issue as long as 
ÒPasadena Radio Club BulletinÓ is credited.

Please submit any address or e-mail changes to the 
Treasurer.

*These amounts may change to $20 and $10, pending a 
vote by the membership at the January 27th meeting.

Better Banking for Southern California
123 S Marengo Ave., Pasadena

http://www.wescom.org/
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Thank You

for your support of The Pasadena Radio 
Club, and amateur radio hospital 

emergency communications

511 S. Fair Oaks Ave.
Pasadena

626-744-3200

Over 30 Years of Customer Satisfaction
We Know Self Storage!

Online PRC Bulletin
http://www.qsl.net/w6ka/

Mark, W6MES, will teach an upgrade class for 
the General Class Ham License soon.  If you 
are interested, contact him at
w6mes at arrl dot net or 818-430-5244 ASAP.

General License Class

www.cmprintmail.com

http://www.qsl.net/w6ka
http://www.qsl.net/w6ka
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PRC-Club/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PRC-Club/
http://www.wescom.org/
http://www.wescom.org/
http://www.qsl.net/w6ka/
http://www.qsl.net/w6ka/
mailto:w6mes@arrl.net
mailto:w6mes@arrl.net
http://www.cmprintmail.com
http://www.cmprintmail.com
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Thought you might want to know that Governor 
Schwarzenegger used the same fuel cell that we used 
for the Field Day event to light the Christmas Tree in 
Sacramento.  I took this picture that evening.
 
Happy New Year
 
Thomas Damberger, CEM
Golden State Energy
(916) 541-5350
www.goldenstateenergy.com
 

This picture was taken a few weeks ago at the 77th 
annual California State Capitol Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony on December 9, 2008 in 
Sacramento.  Governor Schwarzenegger's greening of 
California, switched on 6,500 ultra-low-wattage LED 
lights which illuminate the tree, saving the state 95 
percent of the energy normally consumed by 
incandescent bulbs. Since 2006, the state Christmas 
tree's LED lights have been powered by a hydrogen 
fuel cell, which emits only pure water and allows the 
lights to operate without using electricity from the 
power grid.  This year, the 1,000 watt fuel cell was 
provided by Folsom-based Altergy Systems, a 
member of the California Stationary Fuel Cell 
Collaborative. Air Products, a Pennsylvania based 
company with three California locations, provided the 
hydrogen for the fuel cell at no cost.
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A Note from Tom, 
WA6EHD

http://www.goldenstateenergy.com
http://www.goldenstateenergy.com
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Pasadena Radio Club, W6KA
P.O. Box 282, Altadena, CA 91003-0282

http://www.qsl.net/w6ka/
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

PRC Club Meeting
7:00 pm

PRC Net 7:00 pm
145.180 - PL 156.7

PRC Net 7:00 pm
PRC Board 7:30 pm

PRC Net 7:00 pm
145.180 - PL 156.7

Chino Hills HS Swap

Kaiser Net
147.270 Mhz 12:15 pm
52.700 Mhz 12:30 pm
7.228 Mhz 12:45 pm

TRW Swap Meet

PRC Net 7:00 pm
145.180 - PL 156.7

Jan 25 Jan 27 Jan 30Jan 28 Jan 29Jan 26 Jan 31

Feb 1 Feb 3 Feb 6Feb 4 Feb 5Feb 2 Feb 7

Feb 8 Feb 10 Feb 13Feb 11 Feb 12Feb 9 Feb 14

Feb 15 Feb 17 Feb 20Feb 18 Feb 19Feb 16 Feb 21

Feb 22 Feb 24 Feb 27Feb 25 Feb 26Feb 23 Feb 28

Mar 1 Mar 3 Mar 6Mar 4 Mar 5Mar 2 Mar 7

TRW Swap MeetPRC Club Meeting
7:00 pm

Kaiser Net
147.270 Mhz 12:15 pm
52.700 Mhz 12:30 pm
7.228 Mhz 12:45 pm
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