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Esteemed Ladies and Gentlemen... 
Let me introduce myself, I’m 

your newly elected president and 
my name is Michael Varas. I have-
n’t been to many meetings in the 
last two and a half years; I was 
managing a restaurant which kept 
me working all Friday evenings all 
that time. 

My philosophy regarding the 
Cherryville Repeater Association 
is, I love it and I want it to sur-
vive! However, change is the in-
evitability, and even though there 
has been very little (if any) change 
within the club, still change has 
occurred!  

We have lost quite a few mem-
bers, some have become silent 
keys, they’ll be missed and re-
membered by many of us. Still 
many others have lost interest and 
moved on, and since many of you 
still receive this newsletter we/I 
miss you too. 

To survive we must look at 
everything we’re doing and 
change or replace all those things 
that no longer work for us, and we 
should enhance all the things that 
still serve us well. For example; 
our name “The Cherryville Re-
peater Association II” is that, what 
and all we are? 

Among the things that are be-
ing considered by the board and 

myself are; embracing a school 
like Hunterdon Polytech and set-
ting up a station for them, secur-
ing a raffle license and going back 
to the 50/50 raffle at meetings as 
well as an on-line raffle and 
changing the meeting format by 
putting the program ahead of the 
general business meeting. There’s 
quite a list of ideas not to men-
tion, I’ll bet you have a few too! 

Look around you at the meet-
ings, I’ll be 51 this summer and 
I’m among the youngest in the 
club. We need the senior mem-
bers to mentor the younger mem-
bers we MUST attract to survive 
and we need new and better ways 
to support our club and its growth 
and most of all we need you! Your 
continued support, involvement, 
enthusiasm and energy. You 
couldn’t have grown older with-
out becoming wiser and you 
couldn’t have become wiser with-
out learning a thing our two, don’t 
you agree? 

Please help me, the club and 
your community to make our club 
the envy of all hams. 

 
Respectfully 
Michael Varas, 
KC2CMC 

FROM THE PREZ... 
Mike Varas, KC2CMC 

From The President’s PC: 

 NET SCHEDULE (Weekly) 
�x��Hunterdon County Traffic  Thursday, 8:00 PM 147.375 

and Emergency Net  
�x��RACES/ARES Net The 4th Thursday, 8:30 PM 147.375 
�x��SkyWarn Net Thursday 9:00 PM 147.015 
�x��HF Net Tuesday 8:15 Meet first on 147.375 
   Then to HF 
MAJOR ANNUAL EVENTS  
�x��W2CRA  Hamfest April 5, 2008 Talk-in  147.375  
   PL 151.4 
�x��W2CRA  Field Day June 28-29, 2007 147.375 

Community Service Through Communication 

THE CHERRYVILLE REPEATER  
ASSOCIATION II CLUB 

Club Info Line 908-391-7655 
Website www.qsl.net/w2cra  
Packet W2CRA 145.51 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
President KC2CMC  Mike Varas 
 kc2cmc@arrl.net  
Vice Pres KC2NXZ Glenn Bukowski 
908-304-289 kc2nxz@yahoo.com 
Secretary NK1W Steve Levine 
 steven_w_levine@yahoo.com 
Treasurer AB2XH John McAuley 
908-528-2923 AB2XH@embarqmail.com 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 
WO2U  Walter O’Brien 
 wo2u@walterobrien.com 
N2MIF  Robert Smolarek 
 smolarek@worldnet.att.net 
KC2MTR   Marc Lees 
908-284-0952 leesmarc@yahoo.com 
KA2OEE   Bob Greer 
 KA2OEE@yahoo.com 
AB2FG  Tom Kachnowski 
  t.kachnowski@att.net 
AB2LW (Past President) Tim McLaughlin 
 tim.mclaughl@gmail.com 

 Up-LiNK © 
Staff & Contact Information 

Co-Editors 
Marc Lees 908-284-0952 KC2MTR 
Glenn Bukowski 908-304-2892 KC2NXZ 

Contributors  
Walter O’Brien  WO2U 
Dave Kanitra (ARES) WB2AZE 
Bill Powell (RACES) WB1GOT 
And as may be noted... 

Please send letters, comments and sub-
missions to:  cra.up.link@gmail.com 

Up-LiNK 
is owned and published by The Cherryville Re-
peater Association II, Inc., P.O. Box 308, Quak-
ertown NJ 08868 and is a free service to its mem-
bers 

It is for the sole purpose of informing its mem-
bers and the community of the various activities 
and functions of the club.  

We hope to promote the enjoyment and activ-
ity of the radio hobbyist. To inform the public of 
the services and value of the role that Amateur 
Radio communications can play in public functions 
as well as in times of an emergency. 
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Meeting Locations   (Standard location & times. These may change for Special Events or Holidays): 
The Flemington American Baptist Church at Main & Church Streets in Flemington, NJ (Cafeteria - 
Entrance in back).  General Members The 2nd Fri. of the Month at 7:30 PM 
Board Meetings are held at the Hunterdon County Library Complex  The Wednesday before each General Meet-
ing at 7:30 PM, or as announced 

Please e-mail or call any of the listed Club Members or Editorial Staff to confirm times and locations 

Committees 
Tech/RACES:  
 Bill Powell  WB1GOT 
 whp@att.net 
ARES:  
 Dave Kanitra WB2AZE
 wb2aze@yahoo.com 
PIO:  
 Walter O’Brien  WO2U 
 WO2U@walterobrien.com 
Newsletter: 
Marc Lees KC2MTR & Glenn Bukowski KC2NXZ 
 cra.up.link@gmail.com 
Membership:  
 Glenn Bukowski 
 kc2nxz@yahoo.com  
Education/Mentoring: 
 Tom Kachnowski 
 t.kachnowski@att.net 
Web Page: 
 Barry Campbell  K2BC 
 barrycam@embarqmail.com 

Event Chairs 
HAMFEST:  
 Bill Loeffler / Walter O'Brien 
March of Dimes:  
 Tim McLaughlin 
Field Day:  VACANT 
Scholarship: 
 Patrick Mauro N2VF 
Lebanon Fourth of July Parade: 
 Charlie Kosman 
Hunterdon 4H Fair:  
 Glenn Bukowski 
Spruce Run Triathlon:  
 Barry Campbell 
Blackwell Mills ride:   
 Mary & Ed Nelson 
PBX Road Rally (So. NJ): 
 Marc Lees 
Flemington Turkey Trot: 
 Bill Powell 
December Awards Banquet: 
   VACANT 
DayTrips:  VACANT 
Contest/Special Event: VACANT 

Introducing W2CRA Foxhunting 
at June 13 Membership Meeting 

(No hunting license required) 
by Glenn Bukowski, KC2NXZ 

simple affairs: one of us (probably 
me) will be the ‘Fox’ and will drive 
down the highway a few miles, “go to 
ground”, and transmit a signal (on an 
agreed-on frequency) every two min-
utes. The ‘Hunters’, individually, take 
a bearings on the Fox’s signal and, by 
plotting those bearings on a map, 
estimate where the Fox is hiding. Ide-
ally, two bearings will create inter-
secting lines on the map and “X” 
marks the fox’s hiding place (at least 
generally). Finally, the hunters drive 
to the general location of the fox‘s 
signal, and, with one final transmis-
sion, confirm his location. The first 
hunter to reach the fox claims the 
day‘s trophy and, when everyone fi-
nally turns up, we all head to a local 
diner for lunch. 

If the first few events go well, we 
could, as a club, invest in a few bea-
con transmitters to set up a more 
’professional” orienteering-type hunt 
course and, who knows, in a year or 
two, we might field a team for a na-
tional ARDF event... 

Foxhunting  (A.K.A. T-hunting, 
Transmitter Hunting, Bunny hunting, 
and ARDF) is becoming a world-wide 
sporting event. There are clubs in 
other countries dedicated to nothing 
except ARDF (Amateur Radio Direc-
tion Finding). While many are in-
volved for the fun, exercise, and ca-
maraderie, The skills developed in 
ARDF are used to track down inter-
ference sources, illegal transmitters 
or search-and-rescue work. 

The meeting this month will in-
clude an introduction to Radio Direc-
tion Finding. There will be a building 
demonstration of a 2-element, hand-
held antenna for the 2 meter band 
b a s e d  o n  o n e  d e v e l o p e d 
by  WB2HOL (Jim Leggio) and pub-
lished in the May, ‘96, “73 Amateur 
Radio Today Magazine“. The antenna 
is simple enough that you’ll be able 
to build it from instructions at the 
link that we’ll post in the W2CRA 
Builder’s Group (yahoo.com) and 
parts you buy at your local hardware 
store. We are also putting together 
kits with most of the parts pre-cut 
for your convenience and selling 
them at the meeting for about $10 
(Several members have already pre-
ordered theirs). 

Our kit version includes a 3’ cable 
terminating in a BNC plug to connect 
to your 2M HT radio. 

In another week or two, when 
people have built their kits and the 
average temps drop below the 100 
degree heat we’ve had lately, we’ll 
schedule a series of transmitter 
hunts. The first hunt or two will be 

No, don’t hunt this guy! 
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�x��Do you ever wish that there was 
more to field day, then the 2 days 
allotted? 

�x��Did you want to have more fun with 
your ham radio gear?   

�x��Does your amateur radio soul seek 
adventure?  

�x��Did you ever want to go on a Dxpe-
dition?  Can you afford to go on a 
Dxpedition?   

Well, if you answered ‘NO’ to the 
last question, then you are not alone, 
but that doesn’t mean you can’t have 
any fun. 

A long time ago, when gasoline 
was cheap, my good friend Jerry, 
N2DP and I decided to have a little 
fun. We set upon an idea called a 
mini dxpedition.  Being in central New 
Jersey, a state rich in history, shop-
ping malls, fast food joints and police 
speed traps, we decided to travel to 
an area that was closest to most of 
the above.  Our mini dxpedition went 
to Washington Rock, a State Park lo-
cated in the Watchung Mountain 
range.   

It was here that General George 
Washington observed the British 
Troops during the war for our inde-
pendence from atop a tall hill.  Notice 
that I didn’t say mountain. Even 
though they are called the Watchung 
mountains, New Jersey has plenty of 
hills, but we don’t have any real 
mountains, not like Wyoming or Colo-
rado or Alaska.  But the best part was 
we could easily drive up the steep hill 
in our cars. 

     So we had our site, next came 
the equipment.  For HF we settled on 
my Atlas 210x and a spare car bat-
tery.  Our choices of antennas was 
the B&W window vertical antenna for 
40 meters and a 20 meter dipole.  
Jerry brought his Kenwood TS-120 as 
a backup rig.  An MFJ tuner with SWR 
bridge and some coax cables were 
also packed.  For VHF we both had 
our 2 meter HT’s with quarter wave 

I stretched out the coax cable; care-
fully trying to remove the 15 knots 
that magically appeared out of no-
where, “CAW, CAW, CAW” came out 
of the tree.  “Aw, Shut up” I shouted 
back at him. 

Jerry came back and said “Who 
are you talking to?” 

 “Murphy the crow” I re-
sponded…. Jerry just laughed.  But 
enough of him lets try 40 meters. 

We loaded the Atlas onto the 
B&W AP-10 antenna and I checked 
the SWR, it was about 2 to 1.  I 
stretched out the counterpoise wire 
and that improved it a little, and the 
tuner made it 1.5 to 1.  Power out-
put was about 60 watts.  That was 
doable. 

The first contact was pre ar-
ranged with another club member, 
Albert N2DHM who was already look-
ing for us on 40.  As I started chat-
ting, Murphy let in again with an-
other round of CAW, CAW, CAW.  I 
didn’t even un-key the mike as I 
shouted back at him, “Aw, shut up 
you stupid crow”.   

After promising to listen to us on 
2 meters simplex later that day, I 
signed off with Al and got another 
contact for the logbook. 

I could see that Jerry was starting 
to get a little itchy, so I signed off 
with the other station to allow Jerry 
to get a few QSO’s.  Jerry was a big 
CW fan and he tuned to the CW sec-
tion of 40 meters and started calling 
CQ.  He had a programmable Heath-
kit keyer that allowed him to press a 
button and the keyer would send out 
CQ followed by his call sign.  Within 
a few minutes, he was happily chat-
ting with someone else at about 25 
words per minute.  After two more 
contacts, I noticed the QRM was 
starting to build on 40 and sug-
gested that we switch to 20 meters. 

I disconnected the antenna and 
started hooking the coax to the 20 
meter dipole and distinctly heard a 
beep, followed by another beep.  
“Hang on Jerry, I’m still working on 
the antenna, I said to him.  “I didn’t 
do anything” he replied. 

“Didn’t you send out two E’s on 
(Continued on page 5) 

antennas. 
We then notified some of our club 

members of our intention.  They said 
we were crazy, but that didn’t stop us, 
but neither did the rain and thunder-
storms. 

So here it is, two weeks after Field 
Day, we went on our mini-dxpedition in 
a typical summer day in New Jersey.  
The temperature was about 96 degrees, 
the humidity was about 200% and the 
rain clouds were heading in. 

The drive up Washington Avenue 
was agonizing; I was stuck behind a 
truck that couldn’t get out of first gear.  
I don’t think the speedometer even 
moved past 2 MPH.  I could have 
walked up the hill faster.   

Since he lived closer to the park than 
I did, naturally Jerry was late.  I arrived 
at the park about 11:00 am and parked 
the car.  Jerry showed up a few minutes 
later.  We then took a quick look 
around.  There is a statue and a flag 
post at the cliff.  We paid our respects 
to those for whom the park was dedi-
cated to and then started to set up.  A 
few drops of rain could be felt, as well 
as some rumbling in the clouds above 
us. 

Since the park closes at dusk, we 
had to settle for operating without any 
shelter for a few hours at best.  Jerry 
took the Atlas 210x while I carried the 
spare car battery to a picnic table.  
Next, we set up the B&W portable an-
tenna, we clamped it to a bush.  The 20 
meter dipole was strung up between 2 
trees, one of which had a big giant crow 
in it.  That stupid crow cawed at us all 
day long, like Murphy's revenge, only 
louder.  So, being a ham of good na-
ture, and in need of some good humor, 
(no not ice cream, but we could have 
used ice cream cause it was hot as 
hell!) I named the crow Murphy. 

So getting back to the dxpedition, 
the picnic table was in bad shape, 
looked like one of the legs rotted away, 
so we found this old metal barrel in the 
weeds and used it to prop up the table.  

Field Day Need Not be Once a Year 
- Try a Mini-Dxpedition! 

By Dave Kanitra, WB2AZE 
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Schedule of Events 
for 2008 

�x��HAMFEST! : Saturday April 5 th 8 
AM—2PM at North Hunterdon HS, 
1445 SR 31 S, Annandale, NJ  

�x��Annual Crystal DX Contest : 
February 9 thru March 15 (W2CRA 
Members) 

�x��Heart Walk-a-Thon : date to be 
announced; should be late April or 
early May 

�x��STPR Pro Rally : Fri-Sat June 6th 
thru 8 th.  Wellesboro, PA 

�x��FIELD DAY Weekend : June 28th-
29th at the Hunterdon County Li-
brary Complex, 314 State Rt 12, 
Flemington, NJ 

�x��Fourth of July Parade : July 4 in 
Lebanon Twp 

�x��The Hunterdon 4H Fair: W4H 
August 20th -24th in Ringoes, NJ 

�x��22 nd  Annual Skylands Triath-
lon : September 27th at Spruce Run 
Reservoir 

�x��Equestrian Canal Ride:  Sunday, 
November 2nd at Blackwell Mills 
(Canal) 

�x��The Pine Barrens Express 
Road Rally : Saturday, November 
22nd in the Pine Barrens Area of 
NJ (Lakewood) 

�x��Turkey Trot : Thursday, Novem-
ber 27th in Flemington, NJ 

�x��W2CRA Awards Banquet : Fri-
day, December 12th at the Leba-
non First Aid Squad Building 

�x��Equipment Auction : Date and 
location TBA 

 There is still a chance for you to 
volunteer to be part of the organiz-
ing committees for many of these 
events and the Chair of several com-
mittees are still open.  

CRA II 

the keyer?”  “No” was his reply.    
Then it started again. 

Beep…..Beep…..Beep…. “Jerry, 
what’s the digital readout on the radio 
say?” 

“14.302” was his response…..” 
Well, that’s in the sideband portion 

of 20” so there shouldn’t be any CW 
there…..  Beep……Beep…..Beep…. We 
stood there both perplexed until the 
beeping got more rapid.  Then I rec-
ognized it.  It was my radar detector 
going off. 

I had one of the original Escort 
radar detectors, where the warning 
tone sounded exactly like CW.  In 
fact, their engineers designed the unit 
that way.  And sure enough, mine 
was letting me know that a cop was 
coming down the road with his radar 
on. 

CAW, CAW, CAW, Murphy let out 
another round.  “Aw, shut up” Both 
Jerry and I shouted in unison.  I shut 
the radar detector off and we went 
back to the radio. 

I heard a station in Spain calling 
CQ and I quickly gave out my call sign 
followed by the words battery port-
able over the Atlas.  Since we were 
running low power, stations that usu-
ally signed with Mobile, portable, or 
battery portable were given special 
priority. 

EA3AJW was the call, and he had 
heard me.  I quickly gave him a re-
port as the Cop drove up and noticed 
us and took notice of us and decided 
to pay us a visit. 

We let the Cop listen to the QSO 
between the guy in Spain and myself 
and he was really amazed that we 
could actually make the contact with 
a wire strung between two trees.  I 
showed the Cop some of the QSL 
cards that I had in my case and he 
bid us farewell and good luck. 

Jerry tried his luck on CW and 
managed to get another contact be-
fore we heard a few loud rumblings in 
the clouds.  “That doesn’t sound very 
good” I remarked.  Jerry was in full 
agreement as he shut down the rig 

(Continued from page 4) 

and started to disconnect everything. 
I pulled the dipole down as an-

other round of CAW, CAW, CAW 
came out of the tree. 

“Aw shut up” we both shouted at 
Murphy.  Another rumble of thunder 
was heard as we quickly threw every-
thing into the trunk of my car, and a 
few rain drops were felt.  Jerry care-
fully placed the car battery in it and 
covered the terminals with rubber 
boots and taped them down. 

The rain drops were starting to 
come down a little quicker now, 
when another round of CAW, CAW, 
CAW came out of the tree.  That’s 
about when I lost it and shook my 
fist at Murphy….”Listen you old 
*#$@  crow….it’s because of the 
likes of you, that mankind invented 
the shotgun!” 

Well, that took care of old Mur-
phy, as he bounded out of the tree 
and flew away…. Maybe he was 
scared, or maybe he went looking for 
a girlfriend, or is that crowfriend….or 
is that girl crow…well whatever….He 
was gone!  I should have tried that 
earlier! 

We contacted Al on 2 meters sim-
plex and told him we were packing it 
in.  Jerry and I drove to the White 
Castle for some burgers, where we 
discussed the results of our mini 
dxpedition. A few hours of spare 
time, resulting in a few SSB, CW and 
FM contacts, and not to forget the 
crow from hell.  We declared our mini 
dxpedition a total success.  We did a 
few more after that, but it was the 
first one that I remember the most. 

     Leaving the White Castle park-
ing lot, in a middle of a typical New 
Jersey thunderstorm, with tempera-
tures now getting hotter, and humid-
ity soaring even higher, our stomachs 
full of cheap (but good) food….. a 
familiar voice called out from atop of 
a high tree CAW, CAW, CAW…. “Aw 
Shut up”  We shouted! 

Mini Dxpedition 

Please Note: 
In past issues hyperlinks have not worked.  
One had to copy and paste them into an 
address or email field. 
We have corrected this. Should you find 
any that don’t work, please advise. 
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Exams within 50 miles of Flemington: 

10-June : MIDDLETOWN RACES: 
7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) Email: 
KB2MUN1@JUNO.COM  Location: 
BAYSHORE MID SCHL MIDDLETOWN, 
NJ 

11-June : NUTLEY RAS: 8:00 PM (No 
walk-ins) Email: AB2DX@AOL.COM 
Location: NUTLEY RED CROSS - NUT-
LEY, NJ 

14-June : PHILMONT MOBILE RADIO 
CLUB: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Email: JMCCLOSKEY@MSN.COM Loca-
tion: AMBLER AMBULANCE ASSOCIA-
TION, AMBLER, PA 

14-June : DEPAUL CATHOLIC RADIO 
CLUB: 9:00 AM (No walk-ins) Email: 
N2IAG@ARRL.NET Location: DEPAUL 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, WAYNE, 
NJ 

19-June : WEST JERSEY DX GROUP: 
6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) Email: 
MJGROZI@YAHOO.COM Location: 
SOMERSET CTY OEM TRAINING 
ACADEMY, HILLSBOROUGH, NJ 

19-June : JERSEY SHORE AMATEUR 
RADIO SOC: 7:30 PM (Walk-ins al-
l o w e d )  E m a i l : 
WA2NDA@VERIZON.NET Location: 
RIVERWOOD RECREATION PARK , 
TOMS RIVER, NJ 

20-June : LEHIGH VALLEY ARC: 7:00 
P M  ( N o  w a l k - i n s )  E m a i l : 
AK3M@RCN.COM Location: AMERI-
CAN RED CROSS BUILDING, BETHLE-
HEM, PA 

26-June : PHILMONT MOBILE RADIO 
CLUB: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Email: JMCCLOSKEY@MSN.COM Loca-
tion: AMBLER AMBULANCE ASSOCIA-
TION, AMBLER, PA 

28-June : RARITAN VALLEY RADIO 
CLUB: 9:00AM (No walk-ins) Email: 
NW2P@W2QW.NET Location: SOM-
ERSET COUNTY FIRE ACADEMY, 
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ 

 
 
 
 
W2CRA has opened its own 
online shop for clothing as well 
as other novel items.  
Check it out at : 

http://www.cafepress.com/w2cra 
The items you buy show your 
pride in your club and the ama-
teur radio hobby (and, inciden-
tally, the club gets a buck or two 
from every item purchased).  

The line of W2CRA items includes 
caps, shirts, clocks, notebooks 
and even a teddy-bear.  

Purchases can be made online 
and shipped directly to your door 
(or elsewhere if you’re giving it 
as a gift). 

W2CRA Dog T-Shirt  
only $14.99  

28-June : LVARC - W3OI: 9:00AM 
( W a l k - i ns  a l l o w e d )  E ma i l : 
AK3M@RCN.COM Location: TRI-
CLOVER FIRE COMPANY HTTP://
WWW.W3OI.ORG OREFIELD, PA 

28-June : TRI-CTY RA/ROSELLE 
BOROUGH OEM: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins 
allowed)  Email: AA2ZJ@ARRL.NET 
Location: ROSELLE FIRE DEPT, RO-
SELLE, NJ 

1-July: A GROUP OF VE'S: 7:00 PM 
( N o  w a l k - i n s )  E m a i l : 
W3PA@ARRL.NET Location: LANS-
DALE LIBRARY, LANSDALE, PA 

5-July : HAM RADIO GROUP OF 
BETHLEHEM: 11:00AM (Walk-ins 
a l l o w e d )   E m a i l : 
W2YW1060@AOL.COM Location: 
SPANISH COUNCIL,BETHLEHEM, PA 

8-July : MIDDLETOWN RACES: 
7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) Email: 
KB2MUN1@JUNO.COM Location: 
CROYDEN HALL, BAYSHORE MID 
SCHL MIDDLETOWN, NJ 

UPCOMING 
HAMFESTS: 

JUNE 21, Raritan Valley Radio 
Club  (W2QW) http://www.w2qw.org 
Talk-In: 146.625/440 & 442.25 (PL 
141.3) Piscataway High School, 100 
Behmer Rd, Piscataway, NJ 

JULY 13, Sussex County Amateur 
Radio Club http://www.scarcnj.org 
Talk-In: 147.30 +600 (PL 151.4) 
Sussex County Fairgrounds, Plains 
Rd, Augusta, NJ 

ANTARCTIC 
CRUISE AND 

DX-PEDITION 
F5PFP is organizing a 4 week 

Antarctic cruise and DX-pedition 
for January 2009 (Summer).  

The trip will start in Ushuaia with 
stops at King George, Nelson, 
Greenwich, Livingstone, Decep-
cion and 1 or 2 more islands de-
pending on sailing conditions.  

He is currently searching for 5 
passengers who are preferably 
amateur radio operators. If you are 
interested and for more details, 
send him an E-mail at: 

f5pfp@aliceadsl.fr (F5PFP) 
(submitted by K2BC for W2GD) 
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The annual pilgrimage to “Ham Ra-
dio City For A Weekend,” better known 
as the Dayton Hamvention has come 
and gone for another year. 

“Wow, I’ve never seen anything like 
it,” and “I hope the rain stays away,” (it 
did this year!) and “This is fantastic,” 
are oft heard exclamations about the 
annual invasion of this relatively small 
Midwestern town. Unfortunately, many 
are also saying this year that the Ham-
vention is “becoming a shadow of its 
former self.” 

Don’t get me wrong, Dayton is still a 
fun two or three days. However the 
days of 30 to 40 thousand hams con-
verging on Dayton are probably past. 
We noted that the prize numbers drawn 
every hour and placed on the monitors 
around the site (are usually a good gen-
eral indicator of attendance figures) this 
year were only in the 16 and 17 thou-
sand range, where usually they are be-
tween 25 and 30 thousand. Many were 
saying that it was likely the gasoline 
crunch caused many to stay at home 
this year. 

The other problem was fewer 
“bargain prices” this year. Again the 
cost of getting to Dayton may have had 
the same effect on the vendors. Oh, all 
the big dealers were there—HRO, KJI, 
AES, R&L, Universal Radio, etc. In the 
past there was this strong competition 
to be the lowest price. There was some 
of that this year, but the discounts 
weren’t nearly as deep.  

ARRL was back with the “ARRL 
Expo,” a huge area of booths, seminars, 
book sales, and the opportunity to meet 
many of the writers for QST, QEX, and 
other ARRL publications. A number of 
Division and Section heads were there 
too. 

Now don’t get the idea it was all 
doom and gloom. Three of us from 
Cherryville drove out together, including 
Jack Trampler, N2JT, and first timer 
John Wiese, N3ZSD. Interesting that 
while Jack and I were discussing our 
disappointments, John, as a first time 

attendee thought it was just great! 
And indeed it still is great. 

Other club members were also met 
at Dayton this year, including Walter 
O’Brien, WO2U, Ed and Elaine Kita, 
N3MSK and N3ODB, and Charlie Kos-
man, WB2NQV. There may have been 
others, but I didn’t run into them. 

The lines for the VE testing were 
also very long, a good indication that 
there are still a lot of folks looking to 
either upgrade or get that new tech 
license. That was gratifying. Many in-
teresting forums were presented, in-
cluding a regular appearance of Riley 
Holingsworth the FCC enforcement 
officer. We wanted to see that one, but 
the prior forum attendees just stayed 
in their seats, and we couldn’t find a 
seat, so we didn’t see the forum. 

One thing is for sure, the folks at 
the Dayton Amateur Radio Association 
(DARA) sure know how to put on a 
show. It takes every member of the 
club plus a ton of volunteers, but they 
pull it off. After all, they’ve been doing 
it for fifty-four years now. 

All in all, the Dayton Hamvention is 
still the biggest ham radio show, and 
still draws hams from all over the 
world. We even had a couple from 
Manchester England staying in our ho-
tel. The old saying among hams who 
have been there is, “Every ham should 
go at least once in his or her lifetime, 
just for the experience.”  

Who knows? Go once, and maybe 
you’ll become like so many of us and 
go year after year. It’s still a ton of 
fun. 

The Hamvention is Still a “Happening” 
by Barry Campbell, K2BC 

John Wiese, N3ZSD, left, and Jack 
Trampler, N2JT enjoy a short "sit 
down" respite from all the walking 
through the inside vendors and flea 
market. This was John's first Dayton 
trek.  

This year there were many such 
empty flea market spots. Normally 
the 10 acre flea area is packed to 
the gills. Was it the gas prices? 
Hopefully so.  

Even the Battleship New Jersey, 
which several of our club members 
visited, was represented with a 
booth at the Hamvention. 



Cherryville Repeater Association II 
P.O. Box 308 
Quakertown NJ 08868 
“Public Service Through Communications” 

Swap & Shop— 
Whatcha’ Got?  Please send 
in your ‘wanna get rid of’ 
items that may be of interest 
to another…space is FREE! 

Place Stamp 
Here…  
 

Post Office will not 
deliver unless bribed 

The CRA II Meets 7:30 PM the 2nd Friday of Each Month 
At the Flemington American Baptist Church at Main & Church Streets 

The Board meets 7:30 PM the Wednesday before the General Meeting at the Hunterdon County Library, or 
as may be announced 

WANTED A FEW GOOD... 
We Need YOU! 

It’s all about volunteerism.  I bet you 
have a free evening or two each month.  
I know there’s a block of hours for one 
weekend a month you could take to do 
something new or ‘different’. 

You can rationalize doing something 
for the community, helping a deserving 
organization, but we at CRA know the 
real reason people volunteer - it makes 
them feel good! 

It feels good to do a job well done.  
It feels good to work with others to ac-
complish a task or goal.  It ‘s a proud 
moment to help out and successfully 
participate in emergency exercises.  It’s 
fulfilling to learn about how things work 
and contribute to making them work 
better, whether it’s a radio, a procedure 
or a special event. 

Feel Good!  Call or e-mail Barry 
Campbell, or any Club Official or UP-LiNK 
Editor from Page 2.  You deserve it!  

We send an e-mail to our members when 
a new edition of UPLiNK is posted. 

To receive these e-mails, please allow 
cra.up.link@gmail.com to pass through any 
spam filters of your e-mail service. 

If you don’t want an e-mail please reply to: 
cra.up.link@gmail.com with “NO EMAIL” in 
the Subject Line. 

Not a member?  Want an e-mail when UPLiNK 
is posted? Email us at cra.up.link@gmail.com 
with  “I WANT UPLiNK” in the subject line. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
�Ÿ�� If you're not already a subscriber to the club's reflector service, 

please, sign up now at: 
http://mailman.qth.net/mailman/listinfo/w2cra 

We use the reflector to send time-critical announcements to all 
members and to send the newsletter before it's posted to our 
website. 

�Ÿ�� We've started a club "Builder" group at yahoo. Check it out at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/w2cra/ 
It has information to get you started on your crystal set for the 
January/February "Crystal DX Contest" and will have more 
general construction tips and schematics as we get it up to 
speed. 

�Ÿ�� Also; visit our online shop at: www.cafepress.com/W2CRA  
for club shirts, sweatshirts, clocks and more. 

 

This is YOUR club. The more active you are, the more fun 
for everyone! 


