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FIELD DAY FUN

Photo by Tony, K2FAZ

Thanks to all who got it sorted out!

"The Crew" raised the tower and
yagi antenna Saturday morning and
laid enough wire to get us on the air
as "W2CRA, 3A / NNJ"

The pace was slow since "we"
were Elmering some new members
through the paces of FD and contest-
ing in general. (Thanks to Kurc and
Roberto).

This was a leisurely and fun Field
day as contesting was not uppermost
on everyone's mind.

It was better attended than ex-

pected, We were visited by old
friends and made a few new ones.

Contacts were made with code,
digital and conventional 2 meter &
440 bands.

We did lack the cookout tent this
year and it was sorely missed. Coffee
& Donuts were good, but...

I am vowing that next year | will
have a headset so as to tune out the
other rigs having lively contacts.

All enjoyed our ‘simple’ format.

More pics on Page 3

e Hunterdon County 4H Fair, August 19th -23rd at the Hunterdon County Fairgrounds, RT 179,
Ringoes, NJ (just off of Rt 202 South)
e 22" Annual Skylands Triathlon: Sunday, September 13" at the Spruce Run Reservoir
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Up-LINK
is owned and published by The Cherryville Re-
peater Association II, Inc., P.O. Box 308, Quak-
ertown NJ 08868 and is a free service to its mem-
bers

It is for the sole purpose of informing its mem-
bers and the community of the various activities
and functions of the club.

We hope to promote the enjoyment and activ-
ity of the radio hobbyist. To inform the public of
the services and value of the role that Amateur
Radio communications can play in public functions
as well as in times of an emergency.

MEMORIES

by Roy Brown, WA2TWS

OF WB2NQV

Un-1LiINKe

Staff & Contact Information

Co-Editors
Marc Lees
Glenn Bukowski

Contributors

908-284-0952 KC2MTR
908-304-2892 KC2NXZ

Walter O’'Brien wo2u
Glenn Bukowski (ARES) KC2NXZ
Bill Powell (RACES) WB1GOT

And as noted...
Please send letters, comments and sub-
missions to: cra.up.link@gmail.com

THE CHERRYVILLE REPEATER
ASSOCIATION 11 CLUB

Club Info Line 908-391-7655

Website www.qgsl.net/w2cra
Packet W2CRA 145.51
EXECUTIVE BOARD
President KC2CMC Mike Varas
kc2cmc@arrl.net
Vice Pres Vacant
Secretary Vacant
Treasurer AB2XH Bill Powell

wblgot@arrl.net

MEMBERS AT LARGE

WO2U Walter O'Brien
908-963-1245 wo2u@me.com
N2MIF Robert Smolarek
smolarek@worldnet.att.net
KC2MTR Marc Lees
908-284-0952 leesmarc@yahoo.com
KA20EE Bob Greer
KA20EE@yahoo.com
W2HWW Tony Ploski

aploski@comcast.net
AB2LW (Past Pres.) Tim McLaughlin
tim.mclaughl@gmail.com

I met Charlie Kosman on the
air on January 7, 1973. He heard
me participating in the 26™ VHF
Sweepstakes on Six Meter AM and
gave me a call. The log records
that our QSO lasted from 2030Z —
21447 (1530 to 1644 local time).

When Charlie heard that I was
in Cherryville, he said that he
worked just up the road at the
ATT facility, and he invited me to
drop over for a tour during the
night shift. (Charlie worked nights
-- slept 4 hours when he got home
and then got up and eight hours
later slept another 4 hours before
arising and going to work.)

During my visit Charlie men-
tioned that he wanted to install a
Two Meter repeater on the ATT
tower, but management had nixed
it. He saw my QTH as a suitable
substitute.

We rearranged some tools in
the garden shed and on its roof
placed a small antenna. Inside
Charlie set up a transmitter with a
mechanical ID that required a
lighted lamp bulb in the winter to
prevent QRS. The first controller
was a Sonobuoy transmitter in my
hamshack. Initially it was a pretty
exclusive system — just NQV and
TWS. It was DX to key it from
the Route 22 hump by the Bristol
Myers plant in Hillside!

When the Flemington-Raritan

Rescue Squad erected a new radio
tower, Charlie arranged to have
the old pole transported to Cherry-
ville. We brought railroad ties from
Annandale to fill a roadside ditch
so that the crane could get into
the field.

With a quick mind that could
instantly recognize an opportunity,
or grasp a situation and provide a
solution, and with his ability to
multitask, it was Charlie who al-
most single-handedly, built the
Cherryville Repeater system.

Charlie’s mobile was equipped
with transceivers for many bands.
In the ‘Seventies the FCC required
mobile radio operators to log
every transmission — even to tune
up an antenna. Books titled
“Official FCC Log” were available
at radio stores. One time a police
officer pulled Charlie over. As he
approached the car bristling with
antennas, he saw the log book on
the dash and said, “Oh, FCC offi-
cial. You're OK. Go.”

Some years ago, while Charlie
was visited the repeater, he gave
me one of his business cards. He
was Communications Director for
Texoma Spotters, a weather moni-
toring net that he had built. We
discussed old times. Little did |
know it would be our last conver-
sation.

NET SCHEDULE (Weekly)

e Hunterdon County Traffic
and Emergency Net

o ARES Net

e RACES Net

e HF Net

MAJOR ANNUAL EVENTS
e W2CRA Hamfest

e W2CRA Field Day

Thursday, 8:00 PM

The 4" Thursday, 8:30 PM
Last Monday of the month at the county RACES facility
Tuesday 8:15—Meet first on 147.375 Then to HF

147.375

147.375

April 5, 2008 Talk-in 147.375
PL 151.4
June 28-29, 2007 147.375

“Community Service Through Communication™
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= Photos by 1
F I e I d Day F u n Steve Levine, NK1W Comm Ittees
& Tony Fazio, K2FAZ Tech/RACES:
Bill Powell WB1GOT
wblgot@arrl.net
ARES:
Glenn Bukowski KC2NXZ
kc2nxz@yahoo.com
PI1O:
Walter O'Brien WO2U
WO2U@walterobrien.com
Newsletter:
Marc Lees KC2MTR & Glenn Bukowski KC2NXZ
cra.up.link@gmail.com
Membership:
VACANT

Education/Mentoring:
Tom Kachnowski
t.kachnowski@att.net

Web Page:
Barry Campbell K2BC
barrycam@embargmail.com

Event Chairs
March of Dimes Walkathon:
Glenn Bukowski, KC2NXZ
| Field Day:
Mike Varas, KC2CMC
Scholarship:
Patrick Mauro N2VF
Lebanon Fourth of July Parade:
Ed Kita N3MSK
Hunterdon 4H Fair:
TBD
Spruce Run Triathlon:
Barry Campbell
Blackwell Mills ride:
Mary & Ed Nelson
PBX Road Rally (So. NJ):
Marc Lees
Flemington Turkey Trot:
Bill Powell
December Awards Banquet:
TBD
Daytrips:
TBD
Contest/Special Event: TBD

Meeting Locations (Standard location & times. These may change for Special Events or Holidays):
The Flemington American Baptist Church at Main & Church Streets in Flemington, NJ (Cafeteria -
Entrance in back). General Members The 2nd Fri. of the Month at 7:30 PM
Board Meetings are held at Friendly Grounds, 36 Mine St, Flemington The Wednesday before each General
Meeting, or as announced at 7:30 PM

Please e-mail or call any of the listed Club Members or Editorial Staff to confirm times and locations
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CIUb SU rvey Resu |tS By Steven Levine, NK1W, SPECIAL REPORT!

(former) Club Secretary

Late last year, the board sent out a survey to members of the club about many aspects of the hobby and involvement in
the club. The intent of this survey is to help guide the board in their direction. Of the approximately 60 surveys mail out,
13 were received. Looked at from the perspective of a pollster, this is a great response. Looked at from the perspective
of the board, we are missing the input from the majority of the club membership. Regardless, what follows are some
highlights from returned surveys. | hope you'll find this an interesting peek into the demographics and interests of the
club.

e Membership: About half of the respondents are members of RACES. Only one third are members of ARES. One
guarter are members of SkyWarn, and there are even a few CERT members. There are no trained EMTs, and all but
one are members of the ARRL.

HF Capability
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0% — T T T
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e Half of the HFers have an amplifier, and a third have a tower. Half have emergency power, usually from a genera-
tor, although there are a couple with battery capability.

e Three-quarters have VHF capability.

Repeater Accessibility

100% —
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40% -

20%

0% —

147.375 147.015 224.600 224.120 444.850 446.475

e No one has D-Star, Satellite, or APRS. About a third have some digital capability such as RTTY or PSK31.

e Many suggested topics for club meeting presentations. If you know anything about any of these topics and would
like to present to the club, please contact a board member. Antenna design, digital modes, operating and contesting
techniques, club history, digital SSTV/TV, homebrew show & tell, leading edge radio topics.

e Almost all supported the idea of the club giving license courses, and most were willing to help. Similar results were
seen for growing the involvement of younger members.

e The respondents were happy with the current governance system.
e Nearly all committed to participating in at least one club event this year. The only reason given for why not was be-
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Club Survey Results SPECIAL REPORT!

cause of other commitments to their time.

e The 147.375 is unanimously the most used repeater the club owns. All are satisfied with the coverage. Most feel
the system is maintained adequately, however a number of people had complaints about updating the announcements.
Other comments were made about CW interference, the system timer, and system documentation.

e Three quarters of the respondents thought that the repeater system should be pared back to something smaller and
more manageable. The other quarter didn't want it changed. Other comments included concerns about site access and
the need for a sufficiently healthy club to maintain and operate the repeater network.

e Half the respondents were interested in learning more about the repeater system, with interest in nearly all technical
aspects of its operation.

e 75% of the respondents indicated they would be willing to help do maintenance on the repeater system, although
several added the caveat that only if they had the time available.

e Several ideas were suggested for fundraising. These included: Radio kits, a pancake breakfast, soliciting donations
from local businesses, raffles, auctions, and putting CRA in your will.

e Half of the respondents attended Field Day in 2008, and most of those operated as well. Those who didn't attend
were typically out of town or involved in another Field Day operation. Nearly all were planning to attend Field Day in
2009. Comments from Field Day include: Too much setup and takedown effort with towers. Keep it simple. Good food
keeps people coming back. Plan out the operating slots. Get more involvement from the community and youth groups.

e Nearly all respondents have visited the club's website. Nearly all those who have replied that it is in serious need of
updating.

e Nearly all respondents are receiving the UpLink newsletter (most by email, some by the web). All are pleased with
the publication. Many suggested article topics. So if you have an itch to submit some content on any of these things,
please do so. (Half the respondents said they would.) Topics include: Technical articles, basic electronics, DX info, ads
for used equipment, pictures of club members' stations, photos from events, frequencies and locations of other repeat-
ers, rescue stories.

e Half would be interested in a foxhunt, One third in the Crystal Contest.

e Almost half are interested in a club trip (for example to the USS New Jersey or to ARRL headquarters).
e Finally, a number of respondents submitted open comments, which tended to be of high quality:

The club should sponsor an end-of-summer picnic

The club should build a mini-trailer for Field Day and other events like the 4-H fair

The club should advertise itself with a more descriptive name (done?)

We should contact and become more involved with other public service organizations

e The club need s a welcoming committee. When first attending meetings, no one introduces them-
selves to newcomers. Even members that have been around for years don't all know each other.

e There should be a talk or presentation at each meeting.
e The top concern of the club should be growing the base with young membership.

Edjtor - The Board thanks Steve for all the effort he put into creating this survey and tabulating the results.
Kudos for a job well done!

The only flaw in the survey was the low percentage of responses received from the membership. Yes, it was more
than a 2 minute survey (15 minutes or more for me). Being as it may, the Board is listening and initiating programs the
responders indicated.

Any/All programs need participants! One, preferably 2 or more people to take the lead and get a few others to take
part in the activity. So, if any of these ideas or functions peak your interest or you have one of your own, ask a Com-
mittee Chair or Board member how you can help.

This is a volunteer organization - how about volunteering for things YOU want to do and share with other members?
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ARES Corner | HARC |

From Glenn Bukowski, KC2NXZ Schedule Of Events

TANBON o
<
) »
o, ¥

o .t':

Do a realistic assessment of your,

“Life is what happens while y ; ,,
you're making other plans.” pgrspnal, state of readiness”. How long for 2009
(John Lennon) will it take you to get ready to leave (Dates to be Confirmed)

Af | | | q your home for an emergency communi-
ter my last column, | expected stions assignment? If asked, will you ||, 4HAMFEST!: Postponed to 2010

to write about building an alcohol ome forward and volunteer for a four- A e IS _
stove from recycled parts to cook all hour shift on a communications assign- || *Annual Crysta OIS

that food you've added to your Go- ent? February 9 thru March 15
Kits. | planned on taking pictures of What can the response community (W2CRA Members)
the build and including a few reci- expect from you as an ARES volunteer? ||® Heart Walk-a-Thon - April 26™

pes... Send me an Email and let me know at Spruce Run Recreation Area
Well, that didn’t happen — life did... \yhat you think. Send it to this newslet- || STPR Pro Rally: Fri-Sun June
For a few weeks, | was involved gy at- 5™ thru 7. Wellsboro, PA
with an incident response at my “day  cra Up.LINK@gmail.com o FIELD DAY Weekend: June
job”, (but it crossed over into ARES (gypject Line: “ARES RESPONSE”) 27"-28™ at the Hunterdon
and emergency communications). And, if you're not already signed up, || County Library Complex, 314

. J]Ou:;ister'] all ]Ehe nFVQ’S Zov_(lar_agze join the Hunterdon ARES group at || State Rt. 12, Flemington, NJ
or the virus from 1até April INt0 w¢tp://groups.yahoo.com/group/ || g .
. : . ourth of July Parade: July 4th
May? Well .I was one of the people Hunterdon_ARES_2/. i Lo e T
involved with the NJ Department of L
- e N e Hunterdon air:
Health”& Senior Services H%Nl Call Advertising Space in UD-LINK ° August 16 23 in Ringoes, NJ
Center”, answering the public's ques- | o oy 2iapje. please contact the Editors i _’
e 22" Annual Skylands Triath-

tions. Among other tasks, | was help- | o, shone or e-mail - See Page 2 for
ing DHSS schedule volunteers from VP more information g lon: Sunday, September 13" at

the state’s ARES Groups, Medical Re- Spruce Run Reservoir
serve Corps, Red Cross and other ¢ Equestrian Canal Ride: Sun-
community groups who helped us

day, November 1% at Blackwell
answers calls, 24/7, during the inci- ARRL Members Mills (Canal)

dent. While this wasn't an incident . i
2 e The Pine Barrens Express
where hams were called on to provide Renewmg Soon’ Road Rallv: Saturday. Novem-
backup communications systems to If you are a member of the ARRL ber 21%tin t)rlw-e Pine Bayr'rens Area
replace failed cell phones, landlines or and pay your dues annually, you can ;
thz internet DHSpS employees were | help the club by renewing your ARRL of NJ {HQ In Lakewood, NJ)
“stretched thin” and needed volun BB e LTEUE D ER * Turkey Trot: Thursday, Novem-
. R i ber 26" in Flemington, NJ
teers from the community to help For those renewing through the )
club CRA gets $2 just for processing ¢ W2CRA Awards Banquet: TBA
staff the answer phones. There was a ] :
; your renewal. If you haven't yet e Equipment Auction: TBA
small cadre of health workers staffing joined ARRL, but are thinking about quip -
the phones and they needed volun- joining, please do so through the club. »
teers to help handle the public’s ques- CRA receives $15 for each new sub- There are opportunities for you to
tions. scription we process! volunteer and be a part of the or-
Which brings me to my point: So, you see, you can really benefit ganizing committees for marny of
ARES is not “just” radio. We are vol- the club just by joining or renewing these events and the Chair of sev-
unteer communicators and shouldn't your ARRL membership thrqugh The eral committees are open. Support
limit the means we use to communi- Cherryville Repeater Association. You your club.

don't even have to be a CRA member!
Please contact Bill Powell, the club
treasurer, for the necessary forms for

cate. To remain relevant to our
served agencies and the emergency

response community in general, ARES either process. Don't _send _your

volunteers should be ready to show check directly to AARRL. see John

up when requested - for any emer- first! ~
gency exercise where communications If you already are a Lifetime Mem- l:,'.ﬁm, SFG?,E!,LO
are used (read, “all of them”), and for ber of ARRL, of course there is no R T TR
any real incident where our expertise | renewal, so no benefit for the club.

is requested. Oh, well...
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« CRA REUNION
& FAMILY
PICNIC
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Come one, come all to the
First Annual CRA Reunion
and Family Picnic to be held
on August 29.

Members please bring your
families, and if you know how to
reach a past member of the
club, please invite them to
come, too! The more the mer-
rier.

We are planning this as a
“pot luck” event. Please bring a
summer fare side dish to share
and the club will provide ham-
burgers, hot dogs, and soda
(and of course the plates, forks,
knives, etc.). Volunteers to as-
sist with planning, preparations,
cooking, and clean up should
contact Bob Grear, KA20EE at
ka2oee@yahoo.com.

The location for this event is
being worked out and will be
announced in the very near fu-
ture. Please keep an eye on
your e-mail for a notice via the
club reflector!

Hope to see you there!
Bring a friend or a former club
member, and let's have some
fun!

Cherryville Rptr. Assoc. I

UDP-LiNKe Page7 #

CRA Il a.k.a. Hunterdon’s Amateur Radio Club

HAM Radio Classes

FREE classes will be given by HARC/CRAII to

help you obtain your Amateur Radio License.
The courses will take place over two consecutive weekends:
Saturday July 18th & Sunday, July 19th from 2-4 PM
Saturday July 25th & Sunday, July 26th from 2-4 PM
Location: Red Cross, RT 31 S (above Lo Fat Chow), South Ringoes, NJ
Testing (optional) will be held on the final day, July 26th.
The manual (approx.

Registration in advance is required.

$20.00) must be purchased in advance.
Please contact Roberto Matos at 908-788-8253 for information
about these classes, Amateur Radio or HARC.

CRA HISTORY RESEARCH

Do you know anything about the formation of the Cherryville Repeater As-
sociation? Perhaps you recall some tidbit of information about CRA'’s past that
you would like to share? Maybe you can help us recreate as accurate a list of
past presidents and the dates of their terms of office? When was the first re-
peater put on the air?

If you can contribute anything at all about the history of the club from its
inception to the present day, please e-mail Bob, KA2OEE. | will be working
with the Board members to organize and prepare a written history of the club
over the next several months and can use YOUR help in making this document
as complete as possible. My e-mail address is KA20OEE@yahoo.com.

BATTLESHIP NEW JERSEY FIELD TRIP

It is summer once again and time for another journey to visit the USS New
Jersey in Camden!

In case you didn’'t know, they have an active amateur radio club on board
the ship that hosts a station with three operating positions! A total of five (5)
operators can operate in the small room at any given time, but with so much
interesting things to see on the ship in the form of tours, rotating several
groups of operators is quite easy.

Plan to spend most of the day at the ship. Lunch is available on board. As
I must advise the BNJARS folks of our visit and provide a list of potential op-
erators, | will need you to RVSP for the event, which we are planning for the
latter part of July or early August. Please watch your e-mail from the W2CRA
Reflector for further details. - Bob Grear, KA2OEE
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MARCH OF DIMES WALK-A-THON

April 26 (Sunday) at Spruce Run Recreation Area

by Glenn Bukowski, KC2NXZ

W2CRA was asked to participate in a charity Walkathon for the March of Dimes, Central Jersey Division on April 26
and our members turned out in fine style!

March of Dimes volunteers and our people showed up between 6:30 and 7:15 AM to prepare everything for an ex-
pected record turnout of over 400 registered walkers.

As we watched the March of Dimes volunteers set up the balloon archway, other people set up the coffee stands and
prepared barbecue grills. By 7:30, W2CRA people were directing walkers and the last of the volunteers to parking spaces
and sipping that last cup of coffee before going to assigned stations along the four-mile walking trail (photo 1).

By 8:40, we were set up and our people had established a network on the 147.015 repeater (we had used the .375
repeater for talk-in and chatter before the event). At 9:00, the DJ who was providing entertainment, “warmed up” the
walkers with some stretching and they were off! (photos 2 & 3)

The affair was a leisurely walk and not a race — some participants had to be reminded that they had miles to go and
shouldn’t stop at each check-in point along the way and eat all of the snacks that were there!

When the last walker passed the “launch ramp” check point (#4 on the map) our volunteers there, (KC2TYU and
KC2TKI) followed them and “swept” the course.

Everyone finished back in the parking lot with food, soda and Italian ices (photo #4). There were only about 300 reg-
istered walkers on the course (rather than the 400 we anticipated). There were no injuries or problems to report among
the walkers so the “sag wagon” and First-Aid squad had little to do beyond enjoying a pleasant day out.

I'd like to thank the following club members for doing their part to make this, another, successful charity event in
Hunterdon County; Tony Ploski, W2HWW, Marc Lees KC2MTR, George Lehmkuhl W2RIJ, James Mauro KC2LMV, Walter
O'Brien WO2U, Patrick Mauro N2VF, John Cannizarro KC2TYU, Mike Cannizarro KC2TKI, Dave Jochen KC2LMW, Kurt
Cathcart KR2C.

The event lasted from 7AM ‘til Noon.

Radio &
refreshment
station
locations

Start/Finish Line

Marc, KC2MTR & Tony, W2HWW




WANTED A FEW GOOQOD...
We Need YOU!

It's all about volunteerism. | bet you
have a free evening or two each month.
I know there’s a block of hours for one
weekend a month you could take to do
something new or ‘different’.

You can rationalize doing something
for the community, helping a deserving
organization, but we at CRA know the
real reason people volunteer - /t makes
them feel good!

It feels good to do a job well done.
It feels good to work with others to ac-
complish a task or goal. It ‘s a proud
moment to help out and successfully
participate in emergency exercises. It's
fulfilling to learn about how things work
and contribute to making them work
better, whether it's a radio, a procedure
or a special event.

Feel Good! Call or e-mail Mike Varas
or any Club Official or UP-LINK Editor
from Page 2. You deserve it!

Swap & Shop—
Whatcha' Got? Please send
in your ‘wanna get rid of’
items that may be of interest
to another...space is FREE!

DID YOU KNOW?

please, sign up now at:

= If you're not already a subscriber to the club's reflector service,

= http://mailman.qth.net/mailman/listinfo/w2cra

website.

We use the reflector to send time-critical announcements to all
members and to send the newsletter before it's posted to our

= We've started a club "Builder" group at yahoo. Check it out at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/w2cra/

speed.

It has information to get you started on your crystal set for the
January/February "Crystal DX Contest" and will have more
general construction tips and schematics as we get it up to

= Also; visit our online shop at: www.cafepress.com/W2CRA

for club shirts, sweatshirts, clocks and more.

This is YOUR club. The more active you are, the more fun
for everyone!

Cherryville Repeater Association Il
P.O. Box 308
Quakertown NJ 08868

“Public Service Through Communications”

Place Stamp
Here...

Post Office will not
deliver unless bribed

We send e-mails to our members with the new issue of UPLINK
as an Adobe (PDF) attachment (1-2 mb file size)

To receive these e-mails, please allow cra.up.link@gmail.com to pass
through any spam filters of your e-mail service.

If you don’t want an e-mail please reply to: cra.up.link@gmail.com with
“NO EMAIL"” in the Subject Line.

Not a member? Want an e-mail when UPLINK is posted? Email us at
cra.up.link@gmail.com with “I WANT UPLINK?” in the subject line.
Or, vist the CRAII website at www.gsl.net/w2cra

The CRA Il Meets 7:30 PM the 2nd Friday of Each Month

At the Flemington American Baptist Church at Main & Church Streets
The Board meets 7:30 PM the Wednesday before the General Meeting at Friendly Grounds, 36 Main St.,

Flemington, or as may be announced




