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It is only one week for BARCFEST 2008 which 
will be held on Saturday 10 th May at the same 
venue as last year at the Mt.Gravatt 
Showgrounds, opening to the public at 10 am  

Diary Dates 
May 10th BARCFEST 

May 23rd Annual General Meeting 

��

������   
 
The next Business Meeting will be on Friday 
23rd May starting at 7:30 pm at the Maritime 
Museum. This will be the Annual General 
Meeting 
 
All committee positions will become vacant  
and election for President Secretary and 
Treasurer will be required. 
 
Les Parker VK4ZLP will not be standing for re-
election as President so the Club will be 
looking for a new President of the new Club 
year. 
 
If anyone knows of a club member who may be 
prepared to take on the opportunity to stand for 
nomination for BARC President please make 
sure they are present at the next Business 
Meeting on 23rd May. 
 
Remember that BARCFEST opens to the 
public at 10 am so members will be needed 
much earlier in the morning to set up before 
exhibitors start setting up at 8 am in both levels 
of the Community hall                                                            
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 Due to interference to the HF net on 28.450 MHz 
the following procedure has been adopted. 
If 28.450 MHz is not available, the first clear 
frequency in the following list will be used, 28.445, 
28.440, 28.455, 28.460 (i.e. down 5, down 10, up 
5, up 10) The starting time is 8:00 pm. 
On Wednesday nights the normal frequency of 
146.550 MHz will not be used, a trial on the 
Brisbane Repeater of 147.000 MHz will be used. 
The starting time is 8:00 pm. 
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CLUB MEETINGS  
  
Meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday(social) at the 
Maritime Museum and 4th (business) Friday of each 
month at the Maritime Museum in 2008 
Brisbane 
 
No meetings are held on the 2nd Friday of January 
 or the 4th Saturday of December. 
 
Visitors are most welcome to come along and  
Sample our hospitality. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Subs fall due on the last day of August and must 
 

Current Standard Membership fee is $20.00 
(Subject to any changes prior to 31st August) 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 
All correspondence (except for items for the Club 
newsletter) should be addressed to: 

 
The Secretary 
Brisbane Amateur Radio Club Incorporated 
P.O. Box 605 
Annerley, 4103, Qld. 
 

Club Web Site  http://www.qsl.net/vk4ba 
 
Items for the Newsletter may be sent by mail to: 

 
QSP Editor 
. P.O. Box 605 
Annerley, 4103, Qld. 
 
Or, by packet to: 

 
WICEN REPRESENTATIVE  
VK4ZR@vk4trs.#bne.qld.aus.oc 
 
or, by Email to: 
 
vk4ba@qsl.net 
 

Deadline is 5pm Monday prior to the 2nd Friday 
Each month except January. 
 

 
CLUB STATION NETS (VK4BA)  

 
28.450 MHz. SSB Mondays 2000 hrs Local 
147.000 MHz. FM Wednesdays 2000 hrs Local 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
 

PRESIDENT 
Les Parker VK4ZLP 
  
VICE-PRESIDENT 
Harry Debnam VK4DFG 
  
SECRETARY 
Kevin Johnston VK4UH 
  
ASSIST-SECRETARY 
To be decided 
  
TREASURER 
Frank Barker VK4KFB 
   
LIBRARIAN 
Kel Garland VK4AZ 
  
PROVIDOR 
Jim Kelly VK4HJK    
 
REPEATER OFFICER 
To be decided   
 
STATION MANAGERS  (VK4BA) 
HF 
Les Parker     VK4ZLP   
VHF 
Don Johnman VK4DS   
 
PROJECTS CO-ORDINATORS 
 
Kevin Dalton VK4WA   
 
AWARDS & QSL MANAGER 
To be Decided 
 
PUBLICITY & LIASON 
Peter Holtham VK4COZ 
To be decided 
 
QSP NEWS EDITOR 
Kev Dibble VK4ZR   
 
CLUB EQUIPMENT OFFICER 
 
Frank Barker VK4KFB 
W.I.A. ACCREDITED EXAMINERS 
   
Les  Parker  VK4ZLP 
 
BARCFEST COMMITTEE 
Les VK4ZLP 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brisbane Amateur Radio Club Incorporated.  
Club Minutes  

 
Meeting of 25 April 2008 @ Maritime Museum Southban k 

Meeting opened 19:35 
 
Attendance . (17)    
(Committee)  Les VK4ZLP, Frank VK4KFB, Kevin VK4UH   
(Members)  Kevin VK4WA, Jim VK4HJK, Ron VK4EV, Peter VK4COZ, Col VK4ACG, Harry 
VK4DFG, Andrew VK4MAO, Bill VK4TWS, Frank VK4YAM, Stuart VK4FSJL, Bruce VK4TRS, Kel 
VK4AZ, Don VK4DS Kevin VK4ZR 
 
Visitors  None 
 
Apologies . Michael VK4CGC, Rob VK4ZDX 
 
Meeting addressed by President Les 4ZLP.  
 
Minutes.  Minutes of previous meeting (28 March) presented by Sec. Kevin VK4UH.  - Moved for 
acceptance Kevin VK4UH;  2nd  Kel VK4AZ -  carried 
 
Matters arising from Minutes . 
No matters from the floor 
 
Family Lunchtime Gathering- reported by Les VK4ZLP, was held at Annerley Sizzlers on Saturday 
19th April and was a great success. 19 in attendance. 
 
Remaining matters arising discussed under General Business below. 
 
REPORTS 
Treasurers Report  for March presented by Treasurer Frank 4KFB. - copy attached 
Moved for acceptance Frank 4KFB;  2nd Kevin VK4WA-  carried. 
 
Net Controller Report . 10m net, reported by Les 4ZLP. still being well attended on the Monday 
evenings with between 8 and 12 stations calling in.  2m net, reported by Don VK4DS also well 
attended with around 9 stations calling in on a regular basis. 
 
Correspondence.  ( by Sec.) Incoming. ACMA repeater license for VK4RBA 08/09, Backscatter, 
Silicon Chip, Jaycar catalogue, Heart Foundation (brochure), Historic Wireless Soc. magazine, 
Amateur radio, QST, Books to Library. LF Handbook, Radio Projects book set.   Outgoing. nil 
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS  
(1). BarcFest 08.  Table bookings coming in.  Attendances including ICE Communications, Doug 
Hunter,  Jaycar.   Both floors of Mt. Gravatt venue to be utilized.    
Public Address System.  Use of complete PA system offered by Andrew VK4MAO free of charge.  
Offer accepted with thanks! 
Door.  To be supervised by Rob VK4 ZDX and XYL.  Help will be required throughout the day.  Hand 
stamps to be used on all attending including the traders. 
Times. BARC Members requested to attend by 07:30, Traders to have access by 07:30.  Door open 
to public from 10:30.  Agreed that visitors, having paid admission and being hand-stamped, will have 
access to the catering area before the main doors are open to the public.   
Further general discussions about organization were discussed. 
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(2). BARC 70 cms Repeater VK4RBA Update.  New receiver boards obtained by Kevin VK4UH were 
unfortunately not compatible with the existing repeater without modification.  Existing receiver to be 
sent away by Kevin for repair if possible - a cheaper option than extensive modifications. 
 
(3). Sale of Surplus Radio Equipment.  Four offers to purchase the Kenwood TS-680 were received 
by the secretary before the meeting.  The highest bid saw the sale of the radio to member Andrew 
VK4MAO. The Yaesu 2m radio model FT 2400H was not sold and will be offered for sale at BarcFest 
- as seen. 
 
(4). BARC embroidered emblems.  Kevin VK4UH reported that the cost of "digitizing" a club emblem, 
which could then be machine embroidered onto caps, shirts, Polo-tops or jackets etc, would be a 
one-off cost of around $60 to the club.  Members would then only have to pay the embroidering fee to 
have this emblem placed on any item they wished.  No further cost to the club.  
Proposal:- "To produce a suitable BARC emblem and arrange for its digitization" 
Proposed Kevin VK4UH, 2nd Kevin 4WA - carried. 
 
 
Any other business  - nil 
 
Annual General Meeting .   Date confirmed as 23 May  
 
 
Meeting closed at 20:30 

VK4UH: April  2008 
--ooOOoo— 

 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT 25 APR 2008 
 BARC 

Account Balance  

General Account           $3350.88   01/03/2008 

Deposits Mar         Subs $40.00 
Table hire     $30.00          $70.00 Cr 

Expenditure-Mar    WIA Insurance   $143.47 
                                       Cheque Fee                                         $ 1.00                         $144.47 Dr 

General Account Balance 29 Feb 2008                  $3276.41 Cr 

Petty Cash 01 Mar 2008    $26.95 

Expenditure                              Nil 
Petty Cash  26 Mar 2008                                $26.95 Cr 

Frank H Barker Treasurer  
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The Sun in April  
  
 

 

 
  
  
This is an ultraviolet image of the face of the Sun, taken on April 23 2008, showing a spectacular 
double sunspot. (The insert on the right shows or magnetic detail).   
  
Ultraviolet images show sunspots as white areas due to the intense radiation being emitted from the 
spots.  The usual Hydrogen-line images also appear red and orange but sunspots appear black as 
they do to the naked eye. 
  
The "iron-fillings around a magnet" appearance is due to the distortion of the fluid matter at the sun's 
surface by the enormous magnetic lines of flux spaning the two sunspots seen in this image. 
  
The solar flux and particles from these spots raised the A and K propagation indices and also 
disturbed the earth's magnetic field, allowing some welcome HF dxing around those dates. 
  
  
From Kevin VK4UH 

--ooOOoo-- 
Using ECHOLINK on a Computer fitted with a router  

 
Echolink works well on a computer using windows XP connected directly to the internet via a Modem. 
If the Internet is connected via a Router then  Echolink may not work unless the router has been 
configured to open special ports used by Echolink. A check of the Help file in Echolink under the 
following. 

Using Firewalls and Routers with EchoLink 
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Firewalls are usually configured to allow your computer to make requests anywhere on the Internet, and 
receive replies. Some programs, however, must be able to accept unsolicited data from the Internet. 
EchoLink is an example of such a program. When you are connected to another station using EchoLink, you 
and the other station take turns sending data to each other, so each station's PC must be able to receive data 
without having requested it. 

The protocol for this type of exchange is called UDP, or User Datagram Protocol . If you are using a firewall 
or router to connect to the Internet, you will probably need to configure it to accept UDP information on 
specific ports. (A port is part of an address.) 

EchoLink uses UDP ports 5198 and 5199 . To use EchoLink, you must configure your router to direct all 
incoming data on these two ports to the PC on which EchoLink is installed. Typically, there are two ways 
to configure this: 

• Forwarding. Most routers allow data on specific ports to be "forwarded" to specific computers. If you 
expect to use EchoLink on only one PC, configure your router to forward UDP ports 5198 and 5199 to 
that computer. 

• Port triggering. Some routers implement a "smart" forwarding scheme which tries to direct data to the 
computer which is most likely to use it, based on requests each computer has recently made. If you 
expect to use EchoLink any of several different computers at different times, you may wish to try this 
option. Configure the router to direct ports 5198 and 5199 to any computer which makes outbound 
requests over UDP ports 5198 or 5199, or TCP port 5200. 

EchoLink also uses TCP port 5200. Most routers will handle these requests correctly, since EchoLink 
always initiates them from the local computer. If you are using firewall software, however, you may 
need to "open up" outbound and inbound traffic on this port. 

Routers and firewalls are manufactured by many different companies, and each has its own peculiar set of 
instructions for configuration. For details on how to configure your router or firewall, consult the 
documentation that came with your device, or the company's Web site. 
 
The Information provided for a D-Link router follow s:- 
(copied from the internet D-Link support) 
 

How to open ports in your router  

Step 1. Before you open ports in your router set the computer (or the device) which requires ports to be 
opened for, with a static IP address. You can choose any IP address from the range of addresses you are 
using on your local network, as soon as it is not used by any other device. The default range is from 
192.168.0.2 to 192.168.0.254. In our example we are using 192.168.0.99. 

Windows XP: Control Panel > Network Connections > Local Area Connection > Properties > Internet 
protocol TCP/IP > Properties 
Windows Vista: Control Panel > Network and Internet > [Network and Sharing Centre] > View Network 
Status and Tasks > View Status > Properties > Internet Protocol v4 > Properties 

Select the “Use the following IP address” option: IP address: 192.168.0.99 Subnet mask: 
255.255.255.0 Default Gateway: 192.168.0.1 (your router’s address) DNS: 
192.168.0.1 and 61.88.88.88 (or whichever your provider is using) 
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Now open the necessary ports in 
your router and redirect the traffic to 
the 192.168.0.99 address. Here are 
the steps: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2. Open your web 
browser and enter the IP 
address of the router 
(http://192.168.0.1). Enter 
user name and password 
(default username “admin” 
and password is blank 
(nothing)). 
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Step 3. Click on Advanced at the top and then click Virtual Server.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 4. Click the “Enabled” box. 
 

- Name: Enter a name for this entry (e.g. Echolink) 
 

- Private IP: Enter the IP address of the computer you want to open the ports for (the one you have set in Step 1). 
 

- Protocol Type: Select the necessary protocol. 
(UDP if you are using Echolink) 
 

- Private Port: Enter the port or ports you want to open (a range of ports can be specified as 5198 to 5200) 
 

- Public Port: Enter the port or ports you want to open (same as above). 
 

- Schedule: click Always or set a schedule. 

Click Apply. 
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Another option available  

You could enter   TCP as the Protocol Type  

For Private Port enter  5200 

For Public Port enter   5200 
Notel:  

If you have an ADSL modem/router, please make sure it is running in Bridge Mode.  

Most ADSL modems nowadays have NAT enabled. Which means that in order to open ports, you not only need 
to open them in your router but also in your modem. When opening ports in the modem redirect the traffic to your 
router’s WAN IP address. 
The easiest way of setting your modem up is to switch it to “Bridge Mode” so you do not have to open ports in 
the modem. With this setup you just need to open ports in your router using the steps above. 

Note 2: Because routers use NAT (Network Address Translation), you can only open a specific port to one 
computer at a time. For example: If you have 2 Web servers on your network, you cannot open port 80 to both 
computers. You will need to configure 1 of the web servers to use port 81. Now you can open port 80 to the first 
computer and then open port 81 to the other computer. 

Note 3: It is quite common for Internet Service Providers to block common ports like 80, 21, 25. If you are having 
troubles running services on these ports please contact your provider. 
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If a netgear router is used the following information can be used to change the settings for Echolink. 

Open the Web browser and enter the following:- 

http://192.168.0.1 or the IP Address you have been given to access the router. 

If this is unknown you may have to go to your windows desktop and select  “run” (Don’t enter the “ “) 

Type in  “cmd” press “OK”  

The computer should be now running in the command mode similar to DOS. 

Enter “ipconfig /all” 

Note the line indicating Default Gateway. 

It should be the IP address for the router. 

In my instance it is 192.168.0.1.1 

Enter “exit” and the computer will return back to Windows Desktop 

Repeat lines 1 to 3 on this page but enter the IP address you have recorded for the default Gateway 

The below diagram should be able to be obtained by moving the left hand panel down until Port Fording appears 

Enter “add Custom Service” and insert Echolink 5198 ,5200 etc and the details shown 
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AVG Virus Checker Update  

Most people who are using the free version of AVG are on version 7.5 . As from the 24th April Grisoft 
has released a free update to version 8.0 which can be obtained by going to the URL:- 

http://free.grisoft.com/download-avg-anti-virus-free-edition 

--ooOOoo— 

Meetings at the Maritime Museum  

The Social meeting on 12th April was very well attended with over 20 members coming along to listen 
to a very informative talk by Bruce Jones VK4EHT on using Digital Technology for Slow Scan 
Television. This talk was well presented with a digital projector being used to show examples of the 
set up and results obtained. Many thanks to Bruce and Bill VK4TWS for arranging the presentation. 

The Business Meeting on the 25th April was quite a surprise also with 17 members attending. Being 
Anzac day the attendance was expected to be down but instead we had a very good round up. 

Read the Minutes of the meeting on pages 3 and 4 of this Newsletter. 

--ooOOoo— 

BARCFEST 2008 

There is one week to go before the very important date of BARCFEST 2008 which will be held on 
Saturday 10th May. 

The event should be  an extremely good day. There are a number of Commercial Exhibitors.  
intending to come along. This will be the first year that JAYCAR will be there. Mark Kyle will be 
attending as well as Doug Hunter just to name a few of the expected exhibitors. Phil Grimshaw will be 
there so there may be some good talks to be presented. 

Both floors of the Community Hall have been booked so there should be plenty of room for patrons to 
move around the exhibitors tables without there being any crowding problems. 

Thanks to Andrew VK4MOA there will be a very good PA system being provided. 

Phil Grimshaw as made a collection of his books available as a prize for a raffle so this could be a 
great help in making the day a success. 

The food and drinks will be provided by the same caterers as last year so everybody can look forward 
to some excellent  refreshments A sausage sizzle will be provided along with freshly made 
sandwiches and slices etc. The narrow section of the top floor will be used as a café where guests 
can sit in comfort and socialise with their friends while enjoying the refreshments. This area will be 
open before 10am so that early arrivers will be able to relax in comfort before the main opening at 10 
am. 
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