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This will be the last newsletter produced by 
Kevin VK4ZR. 
Stuart VK4FSJL will be taking over the 
production and distribution of future 
newsletters. 

�

Diary Dates 
June 14th Social Meeting 

June 27th General Meeting 

����������   
   The Annual  General Meeting was held on 
Friday 23rd May 2008 at the Maritime Museum. 
It was attended by eight members which was 
well down on the previous General Meeting 
which had over twenty members attending. 
 
Les Parker VK4ZLP did not stand for re-
election as President . With the limited number 
of members in attendance it was difficult  to get 
any nominations. Michael Cooper VK4CGC 
was ultimately elected to the position of 
President. He may have difficulties attending  
some meetings so the Vice-President may be 
required to assist during these times. 
 
Kevin Johnston VK4UH had indicated that he 
was willing to continue as Secretary even 
though he was absent for the meeting because 
of an overseas trip. 
 
Frank Barker indicated he would not be 
available for the Treasurer’s position and there 
were no nominations from the floor so this 
position will still have to be filled as soon as 
possible as it is impossible to operate the club 
without a treasurer so it is a matter of extreme 
urgency that the club receives a nomination for 
this important position as soon as possible.   
. 

���������������� 
���
 Due to interference to the HF net on 28.450 MHz 
the following procedure has been adopted. 
If 28.450 MHz is not available, the first clear 
frequency in the following list will be used, 28.445, 
28.440, 28.455, 28.460 (i.e. down 5, down 10, up 
5, up 10) The starting time is 8:00 pm. 
On Wednesday nights the normal frequency of 
146.550 MHz will not be used, a trial on the 
Brisbane Repeater of 147.000 MHz will be used. 
The starting time is 8:00 pm. 
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CLUB MEETINGS  
  
Meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday(social) at the 
Maritime Museum and 4th (business) Friday of each 
month at the Maritime Museum in 2008 
Brisbane 
 
No meetings are held on the 2nd Friday of January 
 or the 4th Saturday of December. 
 
Visitors are most welcome to come along and  
Sample our hospitality. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

Subs fall due on the last day of August and must 
 

Current Standard Membership fee is $20.00 
(Subject to any changes prior to 31st August) 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 
All correspondence (except for items for the Club 
newsletter) should be addressed to: 

 
The Secretary 
Brisbane Amateur Radio Club Incorporated 
P.O. Box 605 
Annerley, 4103, Qld. 
 

Club Web Site  http://www.qsl.net/vk4ba 
 
Items for the Newsletter may be sent by mail to: 

 
QSP Editor 
. P.O. Box 605 
Annerley, 4103, Qld. 
 
 
or, by Email to: 
 
vk4ba@qsl.net 
 

Deadline is 5pm Monday prior to the 2nd Friday 
Each month except January. 
 

 
CLUB STATION NETS (VK4BA)  

 
28.450 MHz. SSB Mondays 2000 hrs Local 
147.000 MHz. FM Wednesdays 2000 hrs Local 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
 

PRESIDENT 
Michael Cooper VK4CGC 
  
VICE-PRESIDENT 
Harry Debnam VK4DFG 
  
SECRETARY 
Kevin Johnston VK4UH 
  
ASSIST-SECRETARY 
To be decided 
  
TREASURER 
To be decided 
   
LIBRARIAN 
Kel Garland VK4AZ 
  
PROVIDOR 
Jim Kelly VK4HJK    
 
REPEATER OFFICER 
To be decided   
 
STATION MANAGERS  (VK4BA) 
HF 
Les Parker     VK4ZLP   
VHF 
Don Johnman VK4DS   
 
PROJECTS CO-ORDINATORS 
 
Kevin Dalton VK4WA   
 
AWARDS & QSL MANAGER 
To be Decided 
 
PUBLICITY & LIASON 
Peter Holtham VK4COZ 
To be decided 
 
QSP NEWS EDITOR 
Stuart Langland VK4FSJL  
 
CLUB EQUIPMENT OFFICER 
 
Frank Barker VK4KFB 
W.I.A. ACCREDITED EXAMINERS 
   
Les  Parker  VK4ZLP 
 
BARCFEST COMMITTEE 
To be decided 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Brisbane Amateur Radio Club Incorporated AGM 2008.  

Meeting commenced at 1935 hours 23 May 2008 by president Les 
VK4ZLR  

Apologies VK4WA, VK4ZR, VK4DS, VK4AZ. 
Attendance Les VK4ZLP, Frank VK4KFB, Harry VK4DFG, RON VK4EV, 
Stuart VKFSJL, Jim VK4HJK, Colin VK4ACQ Michael VK4CGC. 
Minutes of previous AGM read by Les VK4Z1P, Moved by Ron VK4EV, 
Seconded by Harry VK4DG 
President then read his annual report, this was carried by acclamation. 
Treasurer then read his annual report, it was moved it be received, seconded 
by Colin VK4ACG and passed by those present.  
The president then declared all positions vacant and called for the election 
of officers. 

President Michael VK4CGC    moved by VK4ZLPseconded by VK4ACG 
Vice president Harry VK4DFG moved by VK4ZLP   seconded by VK4EV 
Secretary Kevin Johnson ,although not present agreed to stand, re elected 
unopposed. 
Treasurer no candidates accepted nomination, the position to be held over 
for one month. 
These members have agreed to accept the following positions 
QSP editor Stewart VK4FSJL 
Projects officer Kevin VK4WA to be approached to stand again. 
Publicity officer vacant. 
Provider Jim VK4HJK, asked for assistance as he is unable to attend on 
Saturdays 
Librarian Kel VK4AZ. 
Equipment officer Frank VK4KFB. 

Meeting closed at 7.58. 

General business none 

Meeting closed at 1950 hours by president Les VK4ZLP. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE 2008 AGM 

This will be my final report as Treasurer of the Brisbane Amateur Radio Club, as absences from Australia and 
holidays away from Brisbane will prevent me from attending many meetings and giving the position the care 
and attention it requires. 

Thank you to all members for your support. 

I wish to thank our previous Treasurer Rob for his support and the work that he and Leeanne provided at 
the door at BARCFEST. It is greatly appreciated Our Club is in a sound financial position and this is 
shown by the results of our 2007-2008 audit by our accountant Morrissey and the results of our recent 
BARCFEST. 

The profit (excluding any unanticipated expenses at this time) from the BARCFEST of $2075 as at 23 May 
2008 is above that of the previous year .Our Total Equity at the 29 February 2008 is $9515 as detailed on the 
Audit Report is again an increase on the previous year. BARCFEST is our major fund raiser and this is the 
result of strong participation by our members. The Club is in a very sound financial position. 

TREASURER'S REPORT BARCFEST BALANCE 23 May 2008 

Banked 12 May 2008 
Door Takings 
Admissions (324) & Table Hire 
Cash $2848.00 
Cheque payments $ 227.00 
Total $3075.00 

Table Hire Banked 29 Mar 2008 $ 30.00 
Total Cr $3105.00 

Expenses 23 May 2008 
Mt Gravatt Showground Hire $ 440.00 
Table Hire $ 200.00 
Cash Door Float $ 400.00 
Total Dr $1040.00 

Balance 23 May 2008 $2075.00 Profi 
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F. H. Barker 
Treasurer 



President's Report 2008 AGM  
 

The last twelve months have been good for the Brisbane Amateur Radio Club. We finally 
moved into our new meeting place, The Queensland Maritime Museum .Many thanks to 
Col VK4ACG for his efforts .There have been a few teething problems with the move but 
most have been overcome. 
 
It was good to see some new members spanning a large age range 
Barcfest was a great success again this year. Many thanks to those who helped to make it 
the success that it was. Social outings have been few this year but this should be rectified 
by the incoming committee At this point I wish to thank the other members of the 
management committee Kevin VK4UH Secretary and Frank VK4KFB treasurer and the 
help of Rob VK4ZDX.Many thanks to all those members who contributed to the running 
of or club. 
 
This AGM will see the stepping down of several office bearers and I know that whoever 
fills these positions will continue the traditions of the club and also bring some new 
thinking and aims for the club 
 
It has been a great honor to have been your President over the past few years and I wish 
the club success and a bright future for Amateur Radio. 

Les VK4ZLP 

--ooOOoo— 
Brisbane Amateur Radio Club Incorporated.  

The meeting was opened at 2000 hours 23 May2008 by Les VK4ZLP. 

Attendance. 
VK4ZLP, VK4KFB, VK4DFG, VK4EV, VK4FSJL, VK4HJK, VK4AC, VK4CGC. 

Apologies. VK4ZR, VK4WA, VK4DS ,VK4AZ, 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and moved by Les VK4ZLP, 
seconded by VK4KHW, and passed by those present 
Business arising from  minutes. 
Correspondence_ 
Silicon Chip, ACMA sphere, Backscatter, AR, CQ magazine 
Out 

Treasures Report. 
Frank VK4KFB read and moved the treasures report, seconded by Ron VK4EV. 

Other Reports. 
Les reported that the 10 metre net was down in numbers over the last month. 

General Business. 
Les VK4ZLP reported on the recent BARC fest, with 324 paying at the door. 
Frank VK4KFB received an invite to all members to the launch of the D star repeater by 
GCARS at there club rooms on the 14 June, secretary to advise number attending to 
GCARS.  

Meeting closed at 2035 hours.                                                                                                            QSP Page 5 



 
BRISBANE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC 

Balance Sheet As At 29 February 2008  

2008         2007  

$ $  

CURRENT ASSETS 

General Account 3351 2,257 
Investment Accounts: 
Bank of Qld Term Deposit Nil Nil 
Presbyterian Church Investment Account 3,000 3,000 
Cash on Hand Nil Nil 

Total Current Assets 6,351                     5,257 

NON-CURRENT ASSETS  

Equipment at Written Down Value 3,164                    3,666 

Total Non Current Assets 3,164                     3,666 

NET ASSETS 9,515                     8,923 

EQUITY             

Accumulated Funds 8,923                     9,312 
Net Surplus/(Deficit) 592                     (389)' 

Total Equity 9,515                     8,923 

The accompanying notes font part of these financial statements.  These statements should be read in conjunction 
with the attached compilation report 
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MEETING DATES FOR REST OF 2008 
JUNE          Saturday  14th         Friday  27th 
 
JULY          Saturday  12th          Friday 25th 
 
AUGUST  Saturday  9th             Friday 22nd 
 

SEPTEMBER  Saturday  13th  Friday 26th 
 
OCTOBER   Saturday  11th     Friday 24th 
 
NOVEMBER   Saturday  8th   Friday  28th 
 
DECEMBER    Saturday 13th  Last for 2008 

 
Please mark these dates in your Diary or  on your calendar so that you can ensure these dates are 
remembered and we can get maximum attendance at the BARC Meetings for the rest of the year. 
Some Members are still having problems remembering when the meetings are held. 
The Saturday Afternoon meetings are on the second Saturday of the month unless otherwise 
advised. 
The Friday night meetings are on the fourth Friday of the month. Not necessarily two weeks after the 
Saturday meeting as will occur in November. There is a 20 day gap between the Saturday meeting 
and the next Business meeting . 

--ooOOoo— 

Greetings from the Gold Coast Amateur Radio Society . 

My name is Aaron VK4VOX  and I am the Club secretary in 2008.My reason for contacting you is to 
cordially invite you, the members of your Club, your friends and guests to the official launch of the 
ICOM D-STAR Repeater  at the Gold Coast Club rooms. 

Where - 85 Harper Street 

  When - 14th of June - commencing at 11 am. Our Club will h ost the event with a FREE BBQ  
lunch  on the day so bring all your friends. Drinks will be on sale on the day.Bring a chair and 
picnic table and sit under our marquee and enjoy th e days events.  

ICOM will have official warrantee radios for sale on the day for those who wish to pick up a 
bargain.For further information please feel free to contact me on 07 5605 7958 or 0416 480 371 
anytime Finally if you can respond by email and let me know how many will attend for catering 
purposes I would be most grateful. 

Regards 

 Aaron VK4VOX 

 GCARS Secretary 
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A FIVE MINUTE NiCd AND ALKALINE CELL CHARGER  

By Ron Bertrand VK2DQ 
Reprint from Radiomag July 2001 

 
The charging circuit we are about to describe does not charge cells in five minutes... However, you 
can build it in five minutes! At a cost of around $2, what's more! All you need is two components and 
an existing DC power supply. 
About nine months ago I had an article in Thingummy and Whauaname magazine for a NiCd/Alkaline 
charger. This charger will work-from just about any DC source and charge NiCd and Alkaline cells 
with a constant current . of up to l00 mA. The project has proven to be very popular and over the last 
few months I have had lots of Emails about it. 
A popular aspect of the project was that I 
suggested it could be used to recharge those 
dreadfully expensive “single use” Alkaline cells 
-(Copper Top_, Energiser and the like). Many 
have been doing this and saving money" and are 
delighted. I found this out myself years ago by 
just doing a brief experimenting: At the time 
there were -warnings on these cells not to 
recharge them. The warning did not specifically 
say that they could not be recharged — just 
that they should not be. Anyway, I had a go at 
charging them for 50mA overnight (in a plastic 
rubbish-bin-at-first, just in case),it-worked! Twenty years on I am still-doing it and have never had a 
misadventure. I usually get from 16 to 25 recharges before throwing them in the bin. 
The original charger had-an inbuilt DC-to-DC converter-driving a-voltage doubler and a constant 
current source. This higher voltage is required to push the constant current through the higher 
voltage of some NiCd packs: But suppose you already have a source of "DC power?" Most radio and 
electronic hobbyists have a low voltage power supply-It might be the power supply used for a 
transceiver — typically 13.8 Volts. Well, you can mate a constant current circuit to go on the output 
o£ such a power supply in a few minutes.  
 
Figure 1 shows the business end of the original charger. A single 1C and one resistor are used to 
produce a constant current output. 1 have used, as in the original charger, a 7805. These cost 
about $1.50. You will also need a 50 to 100 ohm 1 Watt resistor for around 10 cents. You could 
use any other three-terminal regulator but you will 
have to calculate the value of the resistor 
accordingly. I chose the 7805 for its price... 
The 7805 provides a regulated output voltage of 5 
volts between its "OUT1 and "COMMON" terminals. 
With Rl connected as shown, the circuit delivers a 
constant current to the load. The current should be- 
no more than 100 mA for most batteries - use 50 mA 
if you're not sure. The value of Rl  for 50mA is Rl = 
5/50mA =100 Ohms (1 Watt). If you want 100mA then 
use 50 Ohms - though I would suggest you connect 
two 100 Ohm 1 Watt resistors in parallel to give you 
"50 ohms at 2 Watts. You could even switch one 100 
Ohm resistor in and out TO GIVE YOU  both charging 
rates. 
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The photos on the opposite page show my charging circuit based on the circuit of Figure 1. This is 
simplicity itself. I haven't even mounted it in a box. Just two alligator leads, the 7805 and a 100 Ohm 
resistor. 
The charger is connected between the positive of your power supply and the positive of the cell(s) to 
be charged. The negative of your supply goes straight,' to the negative of the cell(s) to be charged. 
Any general-purpose power supply will do, with a voltage output within the range shown in figure 1 . 
If you are charging a NiCd pack, your DC input voltage should be around 5.5 volts Higher than the 
charged NiCd pack voltage. Of course, you could mount the small circuit on "tag strip" or something 
similar and-put it a box to make it look pretty if you want to. 

 
You could even go really high-tech and 

encapsulate, the workings in clear epoxy for durability! 
How many discarded 2W volt plug packs do-you 

have in-the junk-box? I-seem to collect them and I just 
can't bring myself to throw them our. Yet I seem to 
be able to collect them faster than I can find uses for 
them. Well here you go!. 
You could add the circuit above to a plug pack and 
make a nice little dedicated charger for alkaline or 
NiCd cells. If you only have an AC plug adaptor then 
you 
can 

build a simple rectifier circuit or, better, make a voltage 
doubler as-shown in Figure 2. This will give you a 
higher DC  input voltage required for larger higher 
voltage battery packs. 
By the way two !N 4004 rectifier diodes and two lOOuF 
50 Volt electrolytic capacitors will cost a whopping $3. 
It is also an easy Task to to build the constant current 
source into an existing power supply. You can mount 
everything internally in your existing supply possibly 
adding a new pair of output terminals for thee 
charging circuit leaving  the main terminals for the 
general supply. 
The input DC voltage can  be taken from across the -

filter capacitor straight after-the bridge. 
This will give you a higher input voltage. By 
mounting two extra terminals on your power 
supply for the constant current source you 
would have a very versatile supply indeed.  
You could also use an LM317 adjustable 
three-terminal regulator. This devise has a 
lower voltage drop that the LM7805. If you 
use the LM317, the value of R1 is 
calculatedly R1=1.25/Iout. Also observe the 
correct pinouts of the LM317 as they differ 
from the LM7805. Or just stick to the simple 
method as shown in the photo. It’s simple, 
easy to make, and saves dollars particularly 
on those pricey alkaline cells! 
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COMPUTER QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
By Ray Shaw 

Reprint from Courier Mail 

Q. I have a "Malwarebell" Trojan on my computer. Ho w do I get rid of it? Is there a program I can use?  

 
A. "Malwarebell" is a fraudulent anti-spyware program that asks you to send money in order to clean your PC or 
malware. It is a very insidious program that is hard to remove manually. Spybot (free from www.spybot.info) 
should remove it. Please be aware that a number of free programs claim to remove Malwarebell but are just 
more spyware. 
 

Q. I recently purchased a Windows Vista Premium PC.  I installed a Sound Blaster X-Fi Xtreme Audio soun d card as I 
have all my MP3 music on the computer and want to l isten to it using all four speakers and the sub-woo fer. When I 
tried to play music, the rear speakers wouldn't wor k. 

I set up the speakers through Windows so that all h ad sound. Again, I tried to play MP3 music but ther e was no 
rear sound. Creative, which makes Sound Blaster, sa ys Vista does not support MP3 files as they are onl y dual-
channel. Is there a way to get sound in the rear sp eakers? I believe that this is a common problem. 

 
A. It appears that MP3s under Vista only support front speakers in stereo (2.1), not 5.1-channel surround 

sound. One website suggested: "When you are playing a stereo source, you are going to get stereo output. The 
only way around this is to get a plug-in that can up-mix stereo to 5.1 sound. On my Sound Blaster Audigy 2, I 
have to use Creative's Audio Console and enable Stereo Surround mode to get sound coming out of all of my 
speakers. There are plug-ins available for Windows Media Player that will up-mix your sound". Please remember 
that up-mixing will not result in 5.1-channel sound, it will just mirror stereo from all four speakers. 

 

Q. I receive some emails which have attachments tha t I cannot open. An error message states that the f ile 
does not have a program associated with it. Also, s ometimes a small box appears on the top, left-hand 
corner with a red X in it, which I also cannot open . 

 A. The first issue is that the attachment is not recognized by any program installed on your PC. Save the 
attachment to your Documents folder and check its extension (the three letters after its name like .pdf or .txt). 
You then need to find the program that will view or open it. Search Google for the words "extension and (the 
three letter extension)" and it will tell you what program you need. Sometimes there are free viewers and 
sometimes you will need to purchase a program. The red X means that the attachment was not downloaded to 
your PC and you are trying to view it offline. In most email programs there is a security setting that needs to be 
changed to allow attachments to be downloaded. 

 

Q. I have Microsoft Windows XP and the Windows Medi a Player (WMP) program has just disappeared. How ca n I get it 
back? 

 
A. You can download and reinstall WMP version 10 or 11 from www.microsoft.com/ 

windows/windowsmedia/player/11/default.aspx. The program listing has probably been deleted from the program 
menu and this could be a result of a registry cleaner program or simply an accidental pushing of the Delete 
button when in the Program menu. 
 
 

Brisbane Tunnel photos 
Thanks to Manfred VK4KHW 

More on the VK4BA website (see URL on bottom of next page) 
 

QSP Page 10 



 

 
There will be a lot more tunnel photos added to 
the VK4BA website shortly. 
 
Check out 
 
 http://www.qsl.net/vk4ba/announce/index.html 
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