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    All Surface Mail & QSL             

                P.O. Box 65   

   Patterson Lakes Vic 3197      

 E-MAIL     via website                       

Web     www.qsl.net/vk3frc 

Club Call VK3FRC 

Net: Tuesday Evening 
8:15pm on 146.425 MHz 

8:45pm on 3.647Mhz 

Net Control Bill VK3MMM   

Committee Membership  

The club location is St Leonards College, Cornish Campus  

Riverend Rd Bangholme Melway Map ref 93 J11 or  UBD 

Ref  Map 276 A3.  Please note carefully Sth heading 

traffic, take Wells Rd not the freeway .  

Follow the road into the college, observing speed limits , 

take a left turn at the roundabout , go left around to the 

car park and turn left at the tennis courts,  then follow 

slowly to the club. In winter please do not park on the 

grass and please angle park on Saturdays Please note 

carefully South heading traffic must take Wells Rd not 

the freeway. We would be happy to see members, guests 

and anyone interested to come along to FAMPARC  

President  Bill Grypstra  VK3MMM  9781 2886  

Vice President  Allan Bengtsson  VK3AB 9584 5685  

Secretary  David McAulay  VK3EW 0417 358 095  

Treasurer  Brian Rich  VK3VBJ 9870 4437  

Committee Member &      

Contest Manager  

Roy Seabridge  VK3GB 5971 4782  

Committee Member &         

WIA Assessor  

Michael Lammer  VK3UUU 0428 880 500  

Committee Member &      

Class Instructor  

Ken Halse VK3ZER 9773 2563  

Committee Member  Peter Collins  VK3BPN 9551 4591  

Committee Member  Andrew Stewart  VK3AEJ  0430 476 489   

 

Other Committee Positionsé.. Note these are A/H Numbers 

Exam / Class Admin  
Temporary  

Allan Bengtsson  VK3AB 9584 5685  

VK3 Nominated  Assessor  Peter Willmott  VK3TQ  0409 017 349  

Public Officer  Jeff Fletcher  VK3EUL 0419 877 447  

QSL Manager  Bill Grypstra  VK3MMM  9781 2886  

Equipment Officer  Bill Grypstra  VK3MMM  9781 2886  

Homepage & Newsletter  David Roitman VK3LDR 0439 037 203  
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A few words from the president  

Hi Gang, 

 

Great news!! As you may have heard by now the club won the 160m contest.  I 
believe it also includes a trophy and I canôt wait to see what it looks like. 

 

We welcome two new members to the club which are Jeff Silvester, VK3FVJS and Any Salmon, 
VK3XKA.  Welcome guys and we hope to see you at the club. 

By the time you read this newsletter we should have had the BBQ which was held on Saturday 
the 29th of September and rain was expected, but as I write this on Tuesday the 25th I only 
hope the weather will be kind to us (so much for that idea!).   

I heard that our newsletter editor David VK3LDR did very well in the Remembrance Day con-
test, good show Dave!  That is despite the propagation which is still no good...  I was reading 
CQ magazine and according to the Space Weather Prediction Centre/NOAA the solar minimum 
occurred in December 2008 and the peak is expected in May 2013, this is solar cycle 24.  They 
predict this will be the worst cycle in 70 years, the maximum sunspot number will be 90 accord-
ing to the experts. 

On Saturday and Sunday the 29th and 30th of August the ALARA YLs had a contest, I hope you 
guys gave them a few points.  It ran for 36 hours, starting at 0600 UTC on Saturday!   

Roy VK3GB and his wife are still on holidays in Queensland and having  good time, he should 
be back in a couple of weeks. 

Well members, come to the club on Wednesday or Saturdays and meet other members and 
have coffee of course!  Well thatôs about all for now, so until next time, Cheerio from the Press. 

 

Bill, VK3MMM 
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Club news, meetings & Notes  

August Monthly Meeting 

A few notes from Allan, VK3AB.  It was good to see a very good attendance on Saturday 29th at our monthly 
meeting .. hope you all enjoyed the BBQ and thanks to those who did the cooking under the watchful eye of our 
major chef Bill VK3MMM.. well the rain did not deter us and with Gerard happening to have a tarp he could put 
up was a great help for the cooks to keep the from getting too wet ..all in all I believe it turned out to be a good 
day with many catching up with each other and having a good chat ..It was also great to see Alby VK3FKH at the 
club, another of our wayward members back from New Zealand where he lives at the moment ..as far as I know 
he could be giving us another visit at the end of September .. 

If any member has anything at all of interest that they could give to the Editor to put in the next or any of your 
newsletters please don't hesitate to send him an email or you can give the material to me and I will pass it 
on ..whether it is a for Sale add or Wanted to Buy ..the email address to send to the Editor is vk3frc@roity.com  

Did I see a sign pointing now to the 
new ñDSTAR OFFICEò at the club on 
Saturday ???? ..I think some are try-
ing to tell Me & Bill we are getting left 
behind .. but we do have to remember 
your club is there to cater for all as-
pects of what's happing in our hobby ..  
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Club news, meetings & Notes  

 

WICEN Presentation - July 25th 

Paul Whitaker, VK3DPW, Region 5,   Division 1 
Coordinator of WICEN Vic. and colleagues 
came to the club and put on a presentation 
about the role of WICEN in the bushfires and 
also some examples of the destruction the fires 
caused to radio equipment as well as general 
structures and even vehicles! 

 

I filmed it but have not as yet edited the video 
and itôs fairly large, so not sure if the whole thing 
will make it onto YouTube! 

 

 

 

 

September 26th -  Monthly Meeting 

Jeff Fletcher VK3BZ will be giving a talk and presentation on his time at Dayton Hamfest this 
year at our September monthly meeting on the 26th. 

 

 

VK3FRC  

Jim, VK3AMN, is looking for Analogue ATV equipment to use up at the Sherbrooke 

Community School for there radio shack setup.  If anyone has any equipment they are 

happy to donate to the school or perhaps sell then please contact Jim on air and let 

him know or he can be emailed at vk3amn@wia.org.au.   
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MDRC/FAMPARC D -STAR REPEATER PROJECT  

 

Finally some news about joint D-Star repeater project being run between FAMPARC and MDRC, thanks to 
Gerard, VK3GER for the information supplied below. 

 

Last week (late August 2009) Graeme VK3GL received a telephone call from Steve 
VK3UJ, indicating that he is making preparations to try and do some installation 
work of the antennas and feed lines on the MDRC repeater site in Narre Warren 
North in late September. This site, by MDRC club members also known as Mount 
Tip, houses a community radio station, a wireless Internet provider and some Tel-
stra services. Because of these commercial services, everything has to be spot on, 
from mounting hardware to the evaluation of possible intermods. Graeme has found 
Peter Fraser VK3ZPF prepared to assist with this work & Peter has experience with 
installation work for Optus. 

 

The required ICOM equipment, plus the feeders and connectors, are currently at Graemeôs QTH which is only a 
few kmôs away from where it will be installed permanently. Added to that last week were two 23A power supplies, 
to power the equipment, while having ample overhead in case of problems. 

 

So, weather permitting, and no commercial jobs interfering with both Steveôs and Peterôs time, we hope that the 
system will become operational late September or early October. 

 

At first that will just be the 2m and 70cm repeater, as some testing will need to be done to see if we can use a 
wireless link between the repeater site, and a MDRC club member with broadband access and enough band-
width; so the system can be linked to the gateway, and the other two D-star repeaters VK3RWN and VK3RMM. 
For those currently on D-star, the results of garbled voice packets are happening every day. We should do all we 
can to avoid adding to this, as it destroys not only the contacts, but also devaluates the system for possible fu-
ture users. 

 

 

Peter, VK3TQ, hard at work installing the 

VK3RWN repeater in Olinda on Mt. Dandenong.  

 

You can checkout http://www.dstar.org.au to 

see whatõs going on with D-Star.  



Page 7   www.qsl.net/vk3frc  

 

September / October 2009 Newlsetter  

Member activities  

 

Building a simple 30m band wire dipoleé by Peter VK3BPN 

 

This is not a high-tech article just a story of what can happen when building a simple wire dipole. 

 

I have been playing with PSK31 on 20m for a few weeks and figured there must be some activity on bands other 
than 20 metres and as I have never tried 30 metres before, thought it might be worth a look. Like most hams 
living in the suburbs I donôt have a lot of room for long antennas, so I measured the distance between my One 
Man Tower and another pole I have in the yard and found I could fit a 30 metre dipole in with a couple of metres 
to spare. 

 

After a bit of hunting I found enough wire and an old balun that was with a Tri-Band antenna I bought some time 
back so I got to running a rope up either support, measured out the wire lengths and attaching the wires to the 
balun and the rope. The coax to the rig was already in place so with that connected it was time to give it a 
try .....damn ....high SWR, how can that be?  I measured the wire carefully and it shouldnôt have been that far 
out, anyway, I extended and shortened the wire without any joy so it was time to leave it and come back another 
day to figure out what the problem was. 

 

The previous day I had been going from the yard to the rig inside the house to check the SWR so I decided to 
set up my trusty TS940 with a SWR bridge in the yard near the antenna to make things easier as I figured it 
might take some time to sort this out. After a bit of pondering over night, I figured the problem might be the 
balun, so I attached the coax directly to the antenna wires and checked the SWR ... jackpot! With a bit of juggling 
the length I could get a near perfect SWR so I taped up the coax to waterproof the connections ready to try it out 
later. 

With some time to try the antenna out later that afternoon on 
I worked ZL4AS and F5TTI on PSK31so I was very pleased 
but, that is not the end of the story, as a few days later when 
transmitting on 30 metres I had a squeal of RF feedback 
coming from the speakers on the computer.  The feedback 
was fairly mild but I couldnôt increase the power above about 
15 watts. When I tried connecting the transmitter to a dummy 
load the feedback disappeared so I figured maybe there was 
some RF on the coax even although the SWR was very low, 
so might a balun at the antenna be the fix? 

 

I knew I had bought a few ferrite toroids some time back 

when I was playing with OCF dipoles so a bit more ratting 

through the junk box and I found one, but it needed to be 

cleaned up before winding new wires to form a 1:1 balun. 

This has overcome the problem so now I can crank up the 

power without any problems. There doesnôt seem to be a lot 

of activity on 30 metres but openings seem to favour different 

areas to 20 metres so I am pleased to be able to hear differ-

ent stations from those regions. I guess this is a typical story 

of what can happen with a simple project but with a little per-

severance the end results are usually worthwhile. 

 

 


