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THE MALAYAN TRIALS of the WS A510

By K,G.DZAN and L.X,CURRAN,

GENERAL

The purpose of these trials was to assess the A510 in
an area where not only tropical conditions existed but also wher
a milltary action was actually taking place. The aim was further
%o show the equipment to members of the British Army and receive
criticism based on Their first hand knowledge of reguirements in
that area. Further, apart from the AS10 itself, it wac expected
that the general knowledge gainel would be of great advantage in
the design of futwre equipments.

The Da“*y consisted of Lt.Col.D.Small (Denartment of
Supply), Kajor R.P.Woollard (Directoraue of uignals} and lfajor
H.0outts (Pir ctorate of Infantry), together with ¥, G.Dean and
L.X.Curran as civilian observers representing A.W.A.

It was much appreciated by the A.VW.A, merbers that
although we were two civilians of a militery party, in militar
sur roundi‘o , we were at all times treated as two members of an
Augtralian party of five, whose purpose was to test and coﬁon »ate
the equipment which we had brought with us. From our point 01
view, our greatest dleappointment was the restrictions nlaced on
our ﬂoveme 1ts in Halaya. Australian liilitary headquarters had
epecifically stated that the civilian members were to be nermitted
to go only into safe areas. As bendit asctivity exists over the
vi:0le of Malaya this was interpreted by G.X.2., Singapore, to nmean
that we were ;ree to move only on Singapore Isianﬂ 1tbeT“ and in

the camp area of the Farelf Training Centre, (b.¢.0.), 25 miles
north of Singanore, in the country a;ound which most of the tes
were carried out. This did not permlt us uo gee or make any
tecinical assessment of primary junvle from the noint of view of
acrial erection or propagation conditions, aT though we nad assuned
that this would be one of our important tasks.
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on the other hand, much weas learned from people we metl
st the F.T.C, he F.T.C. is a centre where not only are troons
tra*red for the ngle action in “a*aya but where the stafl has
an intimate and uetailbg knowledge of the conditions existing in
delaya. A general background of ideas on requirements and
limitations of comnunications equipnenu was obt ained, not cnly
from officers, but also from N.C.0.'s and signallers. Although
nost of the 1n*ormation was obtained from direct technical
discussion, the very coatact with peonle of experience in the
Jungle olten provided, indirectly, just as important information.
For example, the story of a training patrol left in the jungle
for two deys without rations expected from an air drop, because
the signaller had rendered his wireless useless by leaving 11T
switcned on and allowing the batteries to run <oun, was a ratier
forcibtle reminder that 21l equipment needs to be as Toolnrroof ag
nossible,
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At the F,T.C. we were permitted to see Cenonsirations
of tactical and signals methods used in the Jjungle. Having
stressed the need for maximum efficlency of aerials when used



























