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There has been discussion in the last few General Meetings 
about making available some of the equipment in the 
possession of the RSSL to members, so that more hams will 
get on the air and be prepared in case of disaster.  The RSSL 
will retain a complement of HF and VHF equipment for its 
own disaster management and regular use in the shack, 
Jamborees, demonstrations etc.  
 
There has been much discussions about what to retain and what 
to allow the members to have. At the MARCH GENERAL 
MEETING a final decision will be taken as to the best method 
of disposal. Your comments suggestions either in writing or in 
person will be very important towards arriving at a consensus. 
Please give this issue your urgent attention. 
 
HF/VHF RIGS: 
1xIcom IC 725 HF(used) 
1xIcom IC 706MK2G  HF/VHF/UHF  (used) 
1xIcom IC  706  HF/VHF           (used) 
1xYaesu FT 746 HF (used) 
1x Patcom PC900 HF  used 
4x Yaesu VX150 VHF Handhelds(unused) 
 
RSSL NEWSLETTER- Editorial  
The newsletter is used as a means of communicating 
info to the membership, however please note that the 
newsletter is not a notice of a monthly meeting. It is well 
established that the meetings are held on the last 
Wednesday of the month unless otherwise notified. We 
list telephone numbers and addresses of Council 
members so that members can communicate with them if 
any clarification is needed. If anyone feels that non 
receipt of the newsletter diminishes attendance at 
monthly meetings, it will be a wrong analysis of the 
situation. Last month a post card was sent  5 days before 
the meeting confirming the last Wednesday meeting, but 
due to no fault of the Secretary, but of the postal system, 

the notice was received after the meeting by some 
members. 
Articles in the Newsletters : Some members point out 
that there are no articles in the Newsletters worth reading 
other than the occasional one. If this comment comes 
from members who have contributed articles for 
publication the Editor will gladly accept such views. Time 
and time again articles and information are sought by the 
Editor. Sans  the occasional response there is a deathly 
silence.  Whenever a contribution is received it is 
published in the very next newsletter. No articles in the 
Newsletter? Because none has been received. Some go 
as far as to suggest that the Editor should go through 
QST, RADCOM and other Magazines that the RSSL 
receives and include interesting articles in the 
newsletters. This indeed would be the ideal situation. 
However, not possible due to practical reasons. In the 
long period that  the present Editor has edited the 
newsletter, it has been clearly stated that only articles 
from members, original works, will be included due to the 
high cost of producing articles. To print one page of the 
Newsletter it costs the RSSL nearly  Rs. 850. To print 
and post the monthly newsletter it costs nearly Rs.2500 
which is the cost of 10 co-corporate member 
subscriptions. Some diagrams are hard to print clearly 
and the nature of the articles themselves makes it hard to 
reproduce in monochrome.  We are in an age when 
Internet access is round the corner &  photocopying and 
such things are easy. The club shack located in Colombo 
is open to all and all the magazines are available there 
for any member to read, obtain photocopies, and even 
borrow. We will attempt to run an index of articles in the 
current issues, and any member interested in a 
photocopy could contact the Secretary with a self 
addressed stamped envelope.  
 
CW-Morse classes are conducted every Sunday 
between 8.30 and 1030 A.M. at the club shack. Kule 
4S7KG conducts classes ably assisted by Wijay 4S7VJ. 
The club has a fully equipped Ham station and members 
can make use of it to transmit and receive. There are 
SWR metres which can be used if antennas need to be 
tuned. It is open every Sunday from about 8.30 past 1.30 
P.M. and by appointment on other days.  There are many 
useful books in the library and the latest copies of 
magazines  like QST, RADCOM, CONTACT. Contact 
4S7VJ. A free ADSL connection is also made available to 
members. 
4S7VJ the Secretary has produced a CD complete with 
all the lessons needed for new hams. 4S7KG has 
produced a CW CD. Both are available for Rs 100 each 
postage paid. The RSSL maintains 3 repeaters, a 
Beacon, & an Echolink node. Each month the Editor, 
Secretary and at least 2 Council members meet in the  
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club shack to despatch nearly 300 Newsletters. It costs 
at least Rs 300 each to make the visit to the city, and 
nearly 4 hours. The officials KG,VJ. GV who conduct 
classes every Sunday incur similar expenditure every 
week. Despite all this some are very critical of the RSSL 
even on the air and even to cast nasty comments  about 
officials. This is common all over the world in most 
volunteer organisations. It also demonstrates the poor 
spiritedness and upbringing of those who act and speak 
in that manner giving in to their state of depression. It 
might be pertinent to look inward and ask, “In what way 
have I contributed towards the betterment and 
seeing the improvements in the RSSL that I am 
screaming about get implemented? ” People who say 
there is no social activity hardly ever join such events 
when they are organised, but are critical of such events.  
 
Who or what is the RSSL? It is also YOU not only the 
officials that You put in place at every AGM. Appreciate 
what is done, even what little in your opinion. If 
something more can be done, come forward and do it. If 
you feel the RSSL is not run well, try to organize yourself 
with a dedicated group and win the confidence of the 
majority & run it. Join together and work for the benefit of 
the RSSL.. If not we will continue to see one group trying 
to do something while others criticize and when it is their 
turn, find the same thing happening. We shall all be 
responsible for destroying the RSSL and say “it is dead.”  
DONATION OF COMPUTER  & MONITOR 
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Any further info can be obtained from the Editor or at the 
General Meetings. 
DEADLINE FOR ALL SUCH ARTICLES WILL BE THE 
30TH OF APRIL. to make it possible to have it by  the next 
AGM. 
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VHF  RECEIVER:   COLIN PEIRIS 4S7CP writes.  “I am 
attaching a circuit diagram of a different 2M Receiver.  All the 
components are available in the local market. The cost is not 
high. The stability of the receiver is very high and I am sure 
many will enjoy 2M reception with it.”  T. Colon Peiris, 82 
Watinapaha. This circuit was designed by  Doorhenk Van 
Denhof PE1BVJ  and taken from Internet. 
Thank you very much Colin for your article. You have always 
contributed articles to RSSL Journals as far back as I 
remember and I would even say even before I knew what ham 
radio was all about.  You may contact Colin for any further 
details. I hope the diagram will get reproduced clearly. 
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�������  Sunil C. Perera - Reporting from 
Colombo Colombo, 14 February, (Asiantribune.com): Local 
scientists propose that development of an effective amateur radio 
voice communication network to be used during disaster situations.�
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