VERONA’s activities from 2003 - 2004

March 2003

On March 6 one of our dearest members Arthur PJ2AM passed away. Many hams came to express their sympathy on the farewell ceremony.
Repeater PJ2A/R moved from Cocori to the penthouse of Fernando’s apartment building in Otrabanda. It covers perfectly downtown Willemstad and the south coast
Sad to say that this repeater is seldom beeing used.

April 2003
The backup equipment at the Emergency Operational Center EOC in the Feffijk Building became operational through the efforts of some VERONA members.
May, 2003

This month started with little activity. There was no club meeting, most of the board members where abroad and the meeting was canceled.
June, 2003
The Lunar Eclipse on June 14 should cause a big shadow on the moon and we planned to watch this event together from the mini airstrip near Playa Canoa.
However, there was more shadow over Curacao due to the cloudy weather so we had to cancel the moon watching.
On June 28, three stations were operating on the ARRL Field Day with:
Station PJ2BR at Playa Canoa with PJ2VR, PJ2AA, PJ2ZZ, PJ2BG, PJ2MN
Station PJ2EP at the parking lot of the Hospital with PJ2FF, PJ2AR, PJ2WOL
Station PJ2JW at Scherpenheuvel with PJ2DH, PJ2BVU, PJ2CH
Field Day is one of VERONA’s best club activities. Congratulations
July, 2003

On July 12 VERONA participated in the IARU HF World Championship Contest with Head Quarter call sign PJ2HQ along with the Caribbean Contest Consortium CCC at Coral Cliff

Operator list: PJ2BR, PJ2EP, PJ2VR, PJ2MN, PJ2WOL, PJ2BVU, PJ2CFM, PJ2JW,
K9SG, K4LT, W0CG. Several interested hams visited the house of Geoff PJ2DX.
VERONA members had a wonderful time and for all of us a lot of new experiences.
October, 2003 
Another very active month.
The club meeting was held on the cable layer vessel Tyco Responder which has our harbor as its home port.. After the official part host Tim PJ2/NW7TP guided us through the ship for a great excursion. Thanks to Tim for the hospitality.
Also in this month the mast and antenna of Scouting Camp Ronde Klip was renovated as a preparation for JOTA.
Jamboree On The Air seems to become a solitary action of Etzel PJ2EP. Over the years he gets assistance of only a few, always the same, colleagues.
Next time the Board needs to be more involved with the planning so that more hams take part in it. 

Roland PJ2RM became, as a scout leader, the National JOTA Coordinator.

On October 26 Brett was in a radio interview of Radio Paradise, regarding JOTA with Hopman Ariadne Schoop and Scout Daniel Corsen 
December 2003 
On December 17 the “End of the Year Meeting” was held at the QTH of Joop and Tonny. Brett memorized briefly the passed activities and mentioned the plans for the year 2004.We observed one minute of silence for the deceased members and relatives.
Christmas-music was performed by Etzel (keyboard), Castro (guitar) and Brett (flute) and our XYL’s prepared a lot of nice food. Many thank to you all, ladies.
January, 2004 
On January 00.00.00 Zulu many hams logged in on the Happy New Year Net, even Joop could drop in from Mexico City (via IRLP).
The Club meeting of January 14 was dedicated to EchoLink with a presentation by Brett.
February, 2004 
We have also clearing out and cleaning the old shack in the RC-Building. The new shack is also being painted but there is still a lot of work to do.
Thanks to Juni, Fernando, Charlito, Ivan, Tim, Brett, Torry  etc.
On February 7 Castro PJ2CFM participated in the SDA QSO Party from the RC-shack which still smelled of paint. In spite of the low score, Castro hopes to participate next year again.
A lecture on February 10 about GSM by Ir. Jan van der Rees was aiming high for most of us but we were impressed by all the GSM features.
On February 16 we climbed Seru Gracia to trace the problem of the repeater PJ2PZ/R
It appeared that a defective power supply and a broken antenna caused the problem. 
We need to fix this link to Aruba as soon as possible.
March, 2004 
To few members visited the Club meeting March 10 when Jean Claude introduced the Logbook of the World.
In general
Antillean Net

This Net is really alive. Etzel made a log overview of the last 43 Sundays:
The Top3 was:

Aruba:  P43RR 21x

Curaçao:   PJ2BR 29x



 P43TAT 15x


     PJ2CFM 24x



 P43MV 10x


     PJ2JW 16x
The Super Topper was of course Etzel PJ2EP himself.
Other stations that regular checked in are
· from Aruba:  P43DP, P43A, P43JC, P43IDP, P43W, P43WLP, P4/YV4DPS
· from St. Maarten:  PJ7VP, HI8/PJ7SBM
· from Curacao:  PJ2WOL, PJ2VR, PJ2PA, PJ2IV

Notice how many colleagues from Aruba are joining the net! 

Congratulations to Etzel who was for many years the Net Controller.
Bureau Telecommunication.
The cooperation of BURTEL for a regular exam schedule is still a disappointment.
Several requests for a personal meeting with the Director were not answered
At this moment the Board is preparing the request to drop the Morse code requirement for the C-license. This will make a new formula C = A that brings more hams on the HF bands.
We close this year of activities and are looking forward to many events in the new club year that may fulfill the pleasure in yours hobby.
73 de Joop PJ2JW
