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From Da’Prez


By LARRY SHIMA, WØPAN

Spring fever is almost the name of the game this month, or is it just allergy time? Either way, it is a time for renewal and getting ready for the outdoor stuff; maybe even getting the new antenna farm up and running. As we move through spring and into summer, Ham Radio sometimes has a tendency to take a back seat to something else. This month I want to introduce you to one of the alternative ways to chase DX year-around  – PSK31.

In the ARRL HF DIGITAL HANDBOOK the editors write: “PSK31 could be viewed as a high octane cousin of RTTY. It is not an error-free digital mode, but it offers excellent weak signal performance. …As this book is written (1999), PSK31 was emerging as a possible successor to RTTY for casual rag chewing, contesting, and DX’ing.” PSK stands the modulation method used to generate the signal, Phase Shift Keying, and 31 is the bit rate. Since I am technically challenged, I will leave it there and let your curiosity take you beyond the basic definition.

Our Northwestern Area Director and Web Master, Bob Armstrong, K5SIT prepared the following information about his experience with PSK31. It sounds like fun and is definitely something new to try when the other modes seem boring:

PSK 31…… OK, guys and gals, are you tired of the same old stuff – banging away on the paddles, screaming at your microphone just to bust a pileup, or burning too many kilowatts running an amp? If so, try PSK31 for a change of pace at low power with plenty of DX.

QST Magazine has had several articles on this mode lately. The bands are full of PSK31 signals. Since January 20th of this year I have worked 112 contacts, 14 DX countries, and 39 states. I did that with 20 Watts and a ground mounted Butternut Vertical. I have worked 80M, 40M, 30M, 20M, 15M, and 10M contacts. PSK operators are good QSL’ers also. Most use www.eQSL.com for their QSL info.

The contacts I have made have been with an FT-847 @ 20W, a Rigblaster Interface, Digipan Software and a 650 MHz computer with a Soundblaster card. It’s very simple stuff and there wasn’t too much Rocket Science involved. So give this mode a try and start having some new fun!

─ 73,  de…Bob, K5SIT

To bring the point home, there are times when you won’t break a pileup using SSB or CW. The competition from the ‘Big Guns’ on the popular modes is often too much. But, a digital mode can easily net a log entry when you’re clever enough to substitute skill for brute-force RF. Here’s an example from the 3B6RF press release regarding their DX’pedition to Agalega:

“PSK31 is becoming more and more popular. 3B6RF will be QRV on this new mode on 20m, 15m and 10m and will be used alternately with RTTY. The PSK31 equipment will be an FT1000MP + Linear, Force 12 3 element multi band beam, Toshiba CX230 Pentium 133 MHz computer and WinPSK31 Version 2.02

Frequencies to be used are:

14068.15 kHz +/- 1.2 kHz

21078.15 kHz +/- 1.2 kHz

28078.15 kHz +/- 1.2 kHz

We will call CQ on these frequencies and, in order to handle the pile up, will listen +/- 1.2 kHz. That means you’ll need to shift the RX frequency on your sound card slightly if TX is on 1500 Hz and RX on 1350 Hz (or vice versa). Contrary to the usual operating style, 3B6RF will use their TX frequency as the master in PSK31. This method should give a chance to the little pistols.”

There you have it, folks. Why not take on a challenge and try something new to see what it was like when us “old timers” shifted from AM to SSB in the 1950’s. For those of you who Contest, check the listing for April 21-22 and you’ll find the TARA PSK31 Spring Rumble. Could be fun!

As this goes to press, I have appointed Clif Sikes, N5UW Chairperson, Ross Hunt, K5RH and Coy Day, N5OK to the nominating committee to obtain candidates for the election of officers in July 2001 at Ham Holiday. We will be looking for candidates for the following offices: President (2 year term – I am not eligible to run again for the office)

Vice President – Activities (2 year term)

Vice President – Administration

(the balance of Dick Stricker, NJ5S term – 1 year). Please give one of the members a call and volunteer to be a candidate as that is the best way we can secure the future of the OKDXA – interested volunteers. As we move into the future with the anticipated changes in Amateur Radio as we know it today, we must ensure the future of DX’ing in Oklahoma with a top-notch association of DX’ers. We need to give talks at local radio club meetings about DX’ing and Contesting to attract the newcomers to an aspect of Ham Radio that is both fun and challenging for all. I know of no better way to encourage newcomers than with an eyeball contact telling them how much fun we have chasing that rare one or racking up a big score in Field Day, DX Contests, or Sweepstakes. Take along some QSL cards from exotic locales and share the experience of getting that contact with some of the youngsters at the meeting – they are the future DX’peditions!!!!!

Check our website at www.qsl.net/okdxa and watch it change as K5SIT upgrades the site. Try it, you will like it! 73 and I hope you snag a new one this Spring.

─ WØPAN

Secretary / Treasurer Report


By JERRY CHOUINARD, K5YAA

From Da’Editor


By NELSON DERKS, AC5UP

─ IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ─

Our very own Vice President of Activities (and Doug Xander’s favorite QSO) has recently achieved FIVE BAND DXCC at the 100 Watt level. No amplifier was used, or needed. Our sincere congratulations go to CLIF (The Big Signal In Minsk) SIKES, N5UW for this achievement, especially on 80m. And, there is absolutely no truth to the rumor his propagation was artificially enhanced by Oklahoma’s most technically adept radio amateur. As for the other rumors, you’ll have to decide for yourself.

Meanwhile, here at Open Fuse Acres, the saga continues… By this time I’d hoped to report AC5UP-TV (the stupid spot on your dial) has taken the air with at least a snowy picture and scratchy audio, but that will have to wait for another month or two. As usual, there have been distractions and detours. But, I’ve smoked more rosin in the past month than the past year and that’s usually a good sign. I still get a kick out of squeezing the PTT on the HF rig, but a little bench time can be nice, too.

For those of you with a TV background, I have to share this with you… About nine years ago I snarfed up a ‘beater’ Ikegami HL-83 at the Sidewalk Sale in Dallas for a measly $25.00. I didn’t even haggle and almost ripped a pocket by pulling out the wallet at light speed. We’re talking about a professional grade three-tube news camera that has seen some heavy use. But, considering the asking price, the full-auto (and scratch-free) 14:1 Fuji with electronic viewfinder easily made it a deal and a half. The camera had a nasty picture when I first got it and has been patiently waiting for a second look. As you’ve guessed, I put the juice to it last month. Yuck. I could have written an obituary for the red tube. Green was on life-support, but blue looked almost normal. If the tubes are that bad, there was no way it’s going to be tweaked into beauty and my time would be better spent looking for a more promising (and more expensive) candidate on eBay...

Then I pulled the boards and reseated the connectors. Damn. Red is working again and green looks better. The optical block was out of focus, but a quick run through the back focus adjustment on each tube returned a sharp (but badly registered) picture. Color balance looks fair. A little gray card magic with a ‘scope and things are starting to shape up. I’m doing most of this by intuition without a service manual, and I haven’t chipped a camera in nearly 20 years, but some things you never forget no matter how hard you try. To finish the story, I suspect the camera was either the victim of a tune-up by the brother in law of a mail order tech school dropout or someone decided they wanted a shiny new CCD camera in the worst way possible. Almost every tweaker had been diddled.

Reminded me of my AN/USM 323 signal generator that arrived with zero output. It powered up and the meters & knobs acted normally, but it was stone cold dead on the N connector. Opened it up to find the Ty-Rap holding the edge connector on the output attenuator assembly had been cut and the wiring harness was hanging in free air. It worked much better after I plugged it back in. Either that’s part of the de-mil procedure, or some weak-end warrior wanted a new one and, well, you know…

As I write this, I’m still figuring out some of the registration adjustments by trial & error and the encoder adjustments were fairly obvious. It’s looking much better than expected with no burns, lag or comet tails, but an average CDD camcorder will outperform it at low light levels. Despite its attraction to bright lights, it’s still an impressive piece of hardware to look at.

Meanwhile, back on the RF side, it must be reported that DX Dan, KD5JXT has upgraded again. What A Guy. General one month, Extra the next. Salute! I also pulled one of my favorite tricks on W5TAZ at the last TARC meeting. He was showing off the $400 tube he’d just horse-traded for to pump up an old amp he’s working on. “Gee, Dave, I just threw out a whole box of those not more than a month ago. If I’d known you could use them…” W5TAZ was last seen at a local landfill.
─ AC5UP

(
OPDX Bulletin - Internet Edition

The Ohio/Penn DX PacketCluster

Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW

Provided by BARF-80 BBS Cleveland, OH

(
The Ohio-Penn DX Bulletin web site is now at http://www.papays.com/opdx.html. If your browser points to the old site, you will be redirected for the next few weeks but will need to update to the new address. The new site provides more flexibility and enhancements not possible on the exiting server. The Northern Ohio DX Association (NODXA) web site has also moved to http://www.papays.com/nodxa.html. Visit us whenever you can!

3A, MONACO

A group of Italian operators will be active for three days from here (grid JN33RR) June 1-3rd. They will concentrate on 6 Meters and also be active on HF and 2 Meters. Listen for 3A/IK5GQK (Fabrizio), 3A/IK5YOJ (Giuseppe), 3A/IW5BZQ (Stefano) and 3A/IW5EDQ (Virginio). Their activity on 6 Meters is as follows: 50.210 SSB, 50.600 RTTY and 50.620 MHz PSK31 (using an Icom IC-706MKIIG with 6 element Yagi and HQ50 Halo Loop). Their 2 Meter activity will be on 144.290 MHz SSB (using an Icom IC-706 with 9 element yagi). Their HF activity will be on SSB, RTTY, PSK31 and SSTV (using two Yaesu FT-100’s and vertical antennas). You can send E-mail for skeds to 3a@mannelli.com, they will check their E-mail every hour at the top of the hour while on the air. For the latest, visit: http://www.mannelli.com/3a. Direct QSL (SASE) for VHF QSO’s (6/2 meters) via: Stefano Mannelli (IW5BZQ), P.O. Box 569, 50123 Firenze Centro, ITALY. QSL HF QSO’s to: Fabrizio Vannini (IK5GQK), via Forlanini 68, 50127 Firenze, ITALY.

3B6, AGALEGA
Hans-Peter, HB9BXE sent out a press release that states preparations for this DX’pedition are running according to plan. April 21st, three members of the team head for Mauritius to make final preparations on the spot. The rest of the crew departs April 28th from Zurich. The full 3B6 team of 20 operators plan to arrive on Agalega by May 3rd and be active starting May 5th for the next 12 days. They will have a huge arsenal of rigs and antennas plus four diesel generators of 5.5 kW each and their satellite activity will be the first ever from this remote place. They will concentrate on AO-10 but will also use RS-12/13 sporadically. There will be 6 Meter activity and PSK31; SSTV will also be used, but only for three days. Split operation is a must for SSTV. Their band plan is at: http://www.agalega2000.ch/ QSL’s can be sent via the bureau or directly to: Ambrosi Fluetsch, HB9AGH, Lerchenweg 29, CH 8046 Zurich, Switzerland. For USA only via N3SL: Steve & Kimberly Larson, 22 N. Hidden Acres Drive, Sioux City, Iowa 51108. There will be a log search available during and after the operation. Please check their Web page for further developments.

3B9, RODRIGUES ISLAND

Robert, 3B9FR has been active recently on 17 and 12 Meters with NO takers. (!) Check between 24480 and 24900 kHz around 1330z plus 17073 kHz around 0300z. He can also be found on 20, 15, and 10 Meters CW/SSB between 1230 and 1530z. QSL to Robert Felicite, Box 31, Rodrigues Island, Indian Ocean, via Mauritius.

3D2CI, CONWAY REEF

This operation is now QRT. The team had a bumpy trip back to Fiji due to Tropical Cyclone PAULA. The team made it back safely in spite of the terrible sea-sickness they had. The team netted 30,000 QSO’s on the operation. Look for the logs at: http://www.kragujevac.co.yu/3d2/

3V8, TUNISIA (Attention YL Chasers!)

YL operator Zaida has been calling from 3V8BB around 14260 kHz between 1030 and 1300z.

3W, VIETNAM

Tom, 3W7CW was heard on 12 Meters at 24896 kHz between 0730 and 0830z. QSL via SP5JTF. Jurgen, 3W9HRN continues to be very active on 10 Meter CW (as well as 15 Meters) as early as 0630z and as late as 1300z. QSL via DL1HRN. YL operator Aya, 3W2QAQ was heard on 21040 kHz at 0015z and on 7013 kHz at 1420z. Also heard was 3W2NY on 21245 between 0430 and 0530z. QSL via JH1MZG. Hans, 3W2LWS continues to be very active on 15, 20 and 40 Meters CW between 1900 and 0130z. QSL via WA1LWS. 

4S, SRI LANKA

Nelson, 4S7NE seems to like CW on 30 and 17 Meters. He can usually be found on and around 10103 kHz after 1200z and 18075 kHz after 1830z.

5R, MADAGASCAR

Stations 5R8FL, 5R8FU and 5R8GO have been active recently. Claude, 5R8GO has been heard on 20 and 10 Meters and was seen SSTV on 28680 kHz around 1245z. Ake, 5R8FU has been active on 15 & 12 Meter CW. Check 12 Meters around 0915z and 15 Meters around 1815z. QSL via SM5DJZ. Andre, 5R8FL has been active on 20 Meters (14206 kHz) around 0430z and 10 Meters (28496 kHz) around 1445z. QSL via F5TBA.

6Y8A, DXU RESULTS

Kenny, K2KW reports the photos and results from the 6Y8A DX’pedition University (DXU) trip can be seen on the Web page http://www.k2kw.com/ DXU was the first of its kind to offer a training ground for Hams wanting to learn the art of DX’peditioning. In total, the group made over 21,000 QSO’s with nearly 11,000 in the ARRL SSB Contest. The trip was a great success and they are thinking of holding another in Oct or Nov of 2001 (also to Jamaica). If you are interested, please e-mail k2kw@prodigy.net
7X, ALGERIA

The "LNDX" reports Yannick, F6FYD will be here for the next month or so. There was no call sign or band mentioned. Mohammad, 7X4AN has been very active on 10 and 15 Meters, mostly SSB. Activity is usually between 1700 and 2200z.

7Z, SAUDI ARABIA

Joe, W5FJG is expected to be active about April 15th from Jeddah as 7Z1AC. He will be working as a technician for the U.S. Consulate and expects to be here for two years. According to his Web page, Joe works both CW/SSB, but will spend 60% of his operating on SSB. He likes and probably will spend most of his time on 20 Meters. His operating times will be Saturday through Wednesday after 1530z and Thursday and Friday (his weekend) anytime. QSL via WA4JT. More details at: http://sites.netscape.net/joeyjeep99usa/homepage  Joe says the American Embassy in Riyadh has received permission for amateur radio operation as 7Z1AB. Listen for them to be on the air soon.

9G, GHANA

Derek, 9G5MD has been very active on 15 & 10 Meters, generally between 1200-1800z. Check around 28500 and 21250 (and above). QSL via F5VCR.

9N, NEPAL

Lawerence, 9N7RB in Katmandu is a good catch on 10 Meters around 28447 or 28487 kHz. Check at 1330z or after, then again at 0130z. 

A4, OMAN

Chris, A45XR, has been playing on RTTY a lot on 40/20/15/10 meters during various times throughout the day. Check around 80 kHz from the band edge. QSL via P.O.B 2038, CPO 111 Oman.

AP, PAKISTAN

Hasnat, AP2HA has been active on RTTY around 21081 kHz between 1330-1430z. Bob, AP2JZB continues to be active on 12 Meters and 10 Meters. Check these bands between 1430 and 1530z around 28492 or 24946 kHz.

CQ3/CQ4, PORTUGAL

Cupido, CT1BNW will be active during the next CQ WPX Contest with a special call sign to celebrate "Porto 2001", the Capital European of Culture (CEC). Listen for him on CW, May 26-27th signing CQ4CEC. QSL via CT1BNW.

D68C QRT

This operation is now QRT. Reports indicate they exceeded 160,000 QSO’s with 4,000 of them on RTTY, 1,000 on PSK31 and 3,200 on FM. It will be a while before someone breaks this record. The Five Star DX’ers Association has released a four page bulletin with details of their record breaking DX’pedition to Comoros. Because of its size, D68C Bulletin No. 6 is available for download in RTF format at: http://www.papays.com/d68c_b6.rtf

EA8, CANARY ISLANDS

Well known DX’er Martti Laine, OH2BH had a temporary escape from the cold of OH-Land and was active from his Canary Island QTH as EA8BH for the ARRL DX SSB Contest. It was reported that Martti offers a drink on his account at HamCom in Arlington, Texas, June 9-10th for those who were lucky enough to work him on all six bands. See this Web page for details:
http://www.hamcom.org/

EP, IRAN

Abdullah, EP2FM is a nice find on 20 Meters RTTY after 0330z. You can also catch him on 20 Meters SSB, generally after 1430z and again around 2000z.

EV21, BELARUS

(Arctic Expedition, "POLAR RING")

There is an expedition in the Arctic that is being helped by members of the "Activity Group of Belarus" (AGB). The operation started February 1st in Minsk (insert N5UW comment here) and will travel the southern part of the Arctic and Polar Area. The expedition will pass through Yama (R9K/), Taimyr (RØB), Yakutia (RØQ) and Chukot (RØK). Igor, EU1EU (AGB#001 - President of AGB) reports there is usually traffic being passed every Monday, Wednesday and Friday on 14120 kHz at 0500z. However, most of the information is in Russian. The operators are Yuri (AGB#124) and Vladimir (AGB#123, Leader of expedition). An award is available for working this station. Some information can be found on the web at: http://www.qsl.net/eu1eu. A link in the English language can be found at: http://www.qsl.net/eu1eu/EV21AGB_eng1.txt. Questions and messages regarding the expedition can be sent to Igor, EU1EU at: eu1eu@qsl.net or Vladimir, EU1CQ, at: eu1cq@usa.net. (Russian preferred)

H4Ø, TEMOTU PROVINCE

Ron, ZL1AMO now active as H4ØRW has been very active on 15 and 10m CW.

HA, HUNGARY

Viktor, HA5LV reports that operators in HA-Land are still waiting for permission to use 6 Meters. Any reports of activity from HA are SLIMS.

HKØ, MALPELO ISLAND
Jairo, HK5MQZ and Hiro, HK5QGX will start operations April 10th until April 21st. They will be on all bands 80, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 12, 10 and 6 Meters. They will carry a HyGain TH3-MK3 Tri-Bander and home brew 3 element monobanders for 17 and 12 Meters. They will use wire dipoles on 80, 40, and 30 Meters. The group will also use a Yaesu FL-2100B linear and two HF transceivers: One Icom model IC-706-MK2 and a Kenwood TS-430S. Jairo will be active as HK5MQZ/Ø only on SSB. QSL direct ONLY via HK5MQZ (Jairo Vargas, P.O. Box 10862, Cali, Colombia). Hiro will be active as HK5QGX/Ø and will operate CW only. QSL via his QSL Manager, JAØMGR (direct ONLY).

IQ, ITALY

The "Campania Contest Team" plans to participate in all major contests throughout 2001 with the special call sign IQ8S. QSL via IZ8DBJ (bureau or direct) to Mario Pesce, P.O. Box 15, ZIP 80070 Bacoli (NA), ITALY.

JW, SVALBARD

Per, LA3FL is active in his spare time from Hopen Island (EU-063) as JW3FL. He is the only radio operator on this little island with many polar bears. He will be here until June and was recently heard CW on 21025 kHz at 0915z and 1833 kHz from 0045 to 0330z. QSL via LA3FL. 

OHØ, ALAND ISLAND

Ric, DL2VFR reports that he and Frank, DL2SWW will be active from Aland Island (OHØ EU-002) from April 14-20th and Vland Island (SM7 EU-037) from April 21-28th. Their activity will be CW, SSB and RTTY. He requests use of the questionnaire on their web page for feedback (as in, where do you need them?)

http://www.iota-expedition.com/
TX, NEW CALEDONIA

Jacky, F2CW is now active as TX5CW. Listen for him, mainly on CW. on 30, 20, 17, and 15 Meters. QSL via F2CW.

TXØ, CHESTERFIELD ISLANDS

Jacky F2CW/ZK3CW and Dany, F5CW /FK8VHY (plus two others operators) will leave Noumea on April 24th with plans to arrive on Chesterfield by April 27th for a sked with N5UW. They leave Chesterfield on May 2nd and will have 3 stations active on 160 through 6 Meters. The call(s) requested were TXØC or TX5C.

VO2, LABRADOR DX’PEDITION

Fred, K2FRD reports he is planning a DX’pedition to Labrador. Not exactly a DXCC Entity, but an uncommon contact nevertheless. He will be operating from about June 6th through August 31st as VO2/K2FRD from a tent. His QTH is about 90km WSW of Churchill Falls, Labrador, a Province of Newfoundland, Canada. His activity will be mainly 10, 15 and 20 Meters in that order. Suggested frequencies are: 28415, 28515, 21315, 21415, 14215 and 14295 kHz. He does plan to be active on some nets. For more details on bands, frequencies, schedules, QSL info check the Web page at: 
http://sites.netscape.net/thefred3/labr1

XU, CAMBODIA

XU7ABN has been active using RTTY on 14085 kHz between 1900 and 0000z.

ZD8, ASCENSION ISLAND

Jim, N6TJ will be active as ZD8Z May 7-17th. QSL via VE3HO (U.S. stamps OK).

ZK1, NORTH AND SOUTH

COOK ISLANDS

Victor Rivera, ZK1CG on South Cook is back on the air after 10 years thanks to Roger, W7VV and Sue’s kind donation of an IC-751A and G5RV. Victor will be operating all bands from 160-10 Meters. If conditions are good he will change bands so you can work South Cook on all bands. He was spotted on 20 Meters (around 14200 kHz) between 0430-0700z. QSL only direct to: Victor Rivera, P.O. Box 618, Rarotonga Cook Islands (or the info on QRZ.com Web site). Victor is clearing a backlog of old QSL’s from past contacts. If you worked ZK1CG from North or South Cook Island and did not receive a card, please send again. Also, listen for Victor, ZK1CG; Tuatai, ZK1CY (ZK1MA) and members of the WWDXC Club to be going to Manihiki, North Cook for the CQWW SSB Contest in October.

ZWØT, TRINDADE ISLAND

Ben, PY2KQ reports a DX’pedition to Trindade Island is planned for October. There will be two stations active for two or three days with ZWØTB on SSB and ZWØTW on CW. Ben, PY2KQ is the QSL Manager. Updates are posted at: http://www.radiohaus.com.br/trindade.htm

ZYØ, ST. PETER AND

ST. PAUL ROCKS

Joaquim, PS7JN reports he will be active from the Sao Pedro and Sao Paulo Archipelago beginning April 1st through April 15th as ZYØSAT during his free times in the afternoons and evenings on the HF and satellite frequencies. Suggested operating frequencies are:

HF - 3780, 7085, 14180, 21280, & 28450

SAT - AO-10 (145.9), UO-14 (435.07), FO_20 (435.850) and FO-29 (435.850)

His equipment will be an FT-480R, 20dB amp, XY 7+7 element, 4800 Standard, 20W PA, XY 15+15 element and an HF Atlas 210 with inverted Vee all band. The QSL Manager is PS7JN: Joaquim "Kim" das Virgens, Rua Carlos Serrano, 1969, CEP: 59076-740, Natal-RN, Brasil (Send 2 IRC and a SASE). Contributions will be welcomed.

IOTA NEWS


AS-056  Masa, JA6GXK will be active from the Danjo Archipelago (Meshima Island), April 10-20th. This is not a DX’pedition and he will be active only in his spare time on 40 Meters and 14260 or 21260 +/- 10kHz. QSL via the Bureau.

AS-079  Take, JI3DST/6 will be active from Miyako Island April 28th through May 6th. Activity is planned for 15, 20, and 40 Meters SSB/RTTY/SSTV. QSL via JI3DST.

AS-155  Bob, EA7FGS on the IOTA Committee reports that Lan-Yu Island was given AS-155 and is one of the islands in Taiwan's Coastal Islands. BV9O was active from there on recent weekends.

EU-038  The UBA section "NOK" will travel to Texel Island to take part in the 2001 IOTA Contest. During the last two years they were active using the call sign PA6TEX, but this year they applied for a shorter call with a special prefix like PF, PC, or PG to satisfy both prefix and IOTA hunters. The call will be announced when available. Activity before and during the contest will be on all bands and modes. QSL via ON4ALW: Ronald "Ron" Van Aken, Kapelstraat 5, 2330 Merksplas, Belgium (or via UBA Bureau). Please do not QSL via the DUTCH Bureau!!!

EU-064  Jean Marc, F5SGI will be active from Yep Island (lles de la France Metropolitaine Award AT-021) as F5SGI/p from April 14-21st. Activity will be mainly CW on all HF bands. QSL via F5SGI direct or REF French Nat’l Bureau.

EU-065  Bernard, F9IE and Alain, F6BFH will call homecall/p from Molene Island May 2-8th. Activity will be on the IOTA frequencies SSB and CW. QSL to the bureau or via their home call signs.

EU-174  Eddy, ON6HE; Dirk, ON5CT and Frank, ON4AAX will be active from Thasos Island between May 27th and June 3rd. Their activity will be on all HF bands, CW and SSB. They will try to have a special call sign. QSL via the bureau or direct to ON4AAC: Frank Pletinck, Potaardestraat 72, B-9190 Stekene, Belgium. 

OC-087  Tom, K7ZZ reports that plans for the expedition to Enewetak (part of the Marshall Island group) on April 19-26th are going smoothly. An antenna mast will be loaned from Force 12, support has been obtained from the makers of Mountain House freeze dried foods, and a donation to cover part of their QSL expenses is expected from the Island Radio Expedition Foundation. The only snag has been the failure to locate a second amplifier. Although only one station will have an amplifier, two additional transceivers will be included. Antennas are a small tri-bander, a log-periodic for 10-6 Meters, and an R-7000 vertical plus a wire dipole for the lower bands. Propagation predictions show a slim chance of a 10 Meter opening into Europe, but with better chances on 15 Meters. All other areas should have lots of openings. The call sign V73E has been issued. QSL cards go to WF5T.

MULTI-IOTA OPERATION

Bill, VK4FW has made plans to visit three Queensland State IOTA groups within the next 2 months. He is expected to activate the North Coast (Centre) Group OC-172, the Torres Strait Group OC-138 and North Coast (North) Group OC-187. Bill expects to activate them one after another; QSL’s will be handled direct only. He also hopes many of you will work him from all three locations. If you do, please include a minimum of 2 USD or 2 IRC’s for the cards. His call will be VK4FW/P with more details to come as they are finalized.

NOTES FROM THE RAGGED EDGE:

Date: Sat, 3 Mar 2001 14:37:14 EST 

The PWØS DX’pedition to St Peter and St Paul Rocks is now history. Here is a short summary of this incredible DXpedition. Stick with me on this - it's worth the trip. "The Rocks" is actually the rim of a submerged volcano some 700 miles off the coast of Brazil in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. The actual land mass is a small irregular broken volcanic reef. There is a reason for PYØS being number 26 on DX Magazine’s "Most Needed" list for 2000. Under the best conditions it is difficult to get to, difficult to land on, difficult to find a level area to set up a station in, and just plain difficult. The risk of damage to equipment and bodies is not insignificant. Check out the photos at http://www.soutomaior.eti.br/mario/paginas/dx.htm and you’ll see for yourself.

A group of Brazilians; Jim, PY7XC; Ciro, PY7ZY and Eli, PT7BZ started out from Recife on February 3rd aboard the 49 foot motor / sailer "Old Smuggler" stopping off briefly at Fernando de Noronha for a rest and minor repairs. While there, Andre, PYØFF decided to join the group. They arrived at The Rocks on the morning of February 9th with seas much too rough to even consider landing. Imagine the frustration at arriving one of the rarest DX sites in the world with a boat full of equipment and being unable to land. Then imagine bobbing around in this small boat for three more days waiting for a break in the weather. At this point many (most? all?) of us would have said "To Hell With It" and headed for home. They didn't.

The seas subsided enough on the morning of Monday, February 12 to attempt a landing, and they were able to get some equipment ashore and operating by 2100Z. The bad weather continued with high winds, lightning, and rain frequently interrupting operations. If you were searching for them during these periods, now you know why. Because of the three day delay in landing, by Friday, February 16th the group was already way overdue getting home to their families and jobs. Supplies were running out. The weather was such that they could safely get themselves and equipment off the Rocks, and the sensible decision was made to leave. Their bad luck continued as the boat encountered problems on the way home and it was necessary for three operators to fly from Fernando de Noronha to Recife, further adding to the expense.

The final QSO count was around 7,800. Obviously, the final tally is well below expectations. But that’s 7,800 contacts that would have not been made at all without incredible courage and devotion to our hobby. Many picked up an "all-time-new-one", the real objective of this operation. Others gained a rare country on a new band or mode. An effort was made to spend at least a little time on all bands and all modes, including RTTY. I have a particular respect for the DX'ers who were not in the pileups so that others could have a better shot at a new one.

Many of us have carried or shipped our FT-1000's and Alpha's to a Caribbean island or walked into a well equipped, air conditioned turnkey shack for a little fun in the sun and the thrill of being at the other end of the pile-up. Now picture the opposite end of that continuum - PWØS was a grass roots, low budget operation to one of the rarest and most uninhabitable pieces of rock in the world. Well-used equipment was scrounged together from many sources, laptops were borrowed, and favors were called-in. The call signs of these four fellows may not have instant recognition, but to me they are what DX'ing is all about. 

Because of the extremely adverse conditions, PWØS expenses ran well above expectations. If you worked them, please include with your QSL request to KU9C a few extra bucks in appreciation of what these guys did for you. If you would otherwise like to show your support for this type of operation, I am consolidating contributions and will forward them to Brazil. You may also want to bring this story to the attention of your DX club as significant contributions will be noted on the QSL card. - 73 Bill W9VA / PYØZFO

PWØS Operators: Jim Faria, PY7XC (Leader), Ciro da Silva, PY7ZY; Eli Pinheiro, PT7BZ; Andre Sampaio, PY0FF.

PWØS QSL Manager: Steve Wheatley KU9C, PO Box 5953, Parsippany, NY 07054 USA 

PWØS Coordinator: Bill Smith W9VA, 1345 Linden Ave., Deerfield, IL 60015 USA 

Note: Don’t worry about the contributions exceeding expenses. If that happy event should occur, all excess contributions will go toward future PYØS/PYØT operations.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS


59(9) EDITOR RETIRES

The following message came from Bob, WB2YQH editor of The 599 DX Report: “After several weeks of considering all the circumstances here at '59(9)', we have decided to retire from the DX bulletin business. This was not an easy decision. We started this publication from the ground up 7 years ago. It has grown to be the largest of the U.S. paid subscription newsletters. Each issue was created with care and dedication to deliver a full and complete issue. We have sold the subscription list for all versions to Bernie McClenny, W3UR Publisher of The Daily DX. Bernie's journalistic style closely matches ours and we are certain he will provide you with the same high quality newsletter each week. He has a solid DX background to satisfy all your DX needs. This publication will be called The Weekly DX and will be available in paper and PDF versions and he will provide you with all the details. All your subscriber information has been forwarded to him. Any renewals received here will be forwarded to him as well. We are retaining the company name and the Flying Horse Callbook business as The 59(9) DX Report - Callbook Distributor. We will continue to offer the WARC Award and the current QSL Pipeline Directory. We have enjoyed all your positive comments along the way. Thank you all for your support. A special Thank You to my wife, the creator of the layout and all the graphics, for being there every week to proofread the issue. Thanks for staying with us, it's been a great ride." 

ALL ASIAN DX CONTEST

Suzuki, JJ1ANW reports The Japanese Amateur Radio League (JARL) will be sponsoring the All Asian DX Contest. For details and rules, visit the JARL site at: http://www.jarl.or.jp/English/4_Library/A-4-3_Contests/AA_Rule.htm
ASIAN TRIP PLANNED

Charly, K4VUD reports he has purchased airline tickets to Asia for early May through mid-August and plans to operate as HSØZCW. He will apply for Indian (VU) and Laotian (XW) licenses and it is not likely for him to be active as/from 9N7UD nor A52UD this trip.

DXCC NEWS

ARRL DXCC Manager Bill Moore, NC1L reports that XU7AAZ has been approved for DXCC credit. It was on the bad list for lack of documentation. The documentation has been reviewed and OK’d. Anyone who submitted it and had it rejected can contact DXCC. Their record will be updated without re-submitting the card. Send E-mail to: dxcc@arrl.org. Otherwise, it can be included in your next submission. 

─

We just approved STØP for DXCC credit. It was on the bad list for lack of documentation since the middle of last year. The documentation has been reviewed and it is OK. People can now receive DXCC credit. Anyone who has submitted it and had it rejected can contact us and we'll be able to update their record without having to submit the card again. If not, it can be sent in the next submission.

FRENCH POLYNESIA OP QRT

Eli, HA9RE recently active from French Polynesia as FOØARE in early February, was active from Tahiti Island (OC-046, in the Windward Islands Group) February 27-28th, and again from March 6-7th. He also operated from Manihi (OC-131, in the King George Islands Group) between March 1-5th. His QSL Manager is Kari, HA8IB. Szabo Karoly, Aradistr. 42., H-5525 Fuzesgyarmat, HUNGARY. (QSL’s via the bureau are also OK) Eli and his YL Sara, HA9SD plan to return to the Pacific this autumn with the Austral Islands or Marquesas being considered.

PACIFIC TRIP 2001

Gerard, PA3AXU has announced another DX trip to the South Pacific. In September he will be heading to T3Ø, C21 and 3D (Fiji). He reports that like his last trips, this will not be a holiday but work on the radio and hopes to give everyone a new one on SSB, CW, RTTY, SSTV and/or PSK31. Gerard will start the activity on Tarawa, West Kiribati as T3ØXU September 4th. He will then travel to Nauru and sign C21XU beginning September 11th. Gerard will end his activity in Fiji signing as 3D2XU from September 20-28th. For more details and updates, please visit: http://www.qsl.net/pa3axu/2001. Gerard asks that any comments, remarks, or suggestions for his 2001 Pacific trip be put in the guest book at his web site.

RRC ANNOUNCEMENT

The Russian Robinson Club is proud to announce the results of "World Robinson Cup Marathon 2000" and the rules for the upcoming "World Robinson Cup 2001". The WRC-2001 period is from April 1st through September 30th. The rules can be found on the Web at: http://rrc.sc.ru/. Any comments or questions are welcome via E-mail to: wrc_rrc@mail.ru. The list of islands for the National Islands Program is available on the RRC site.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Listen for the special event station IRØMA during April commemorating the 2754th birthday of Roma. This operation will be valid for 5 points on the "Natale di Roma Award". On April 21st IRØMA will be active from the "Capitolium of Roma". QSL direct (only!) to IØMWI at his CBA.

─

Wim Visch, PA3BIZ Vice President of the VRZA, reports the Dutch Amateur Radio Society celebrates its 50th year and a special award will be issued. To qualify, contact at least four of the following special stations this year: PI5ØVRZ/A, PI5ØCQP/A, PI5ØV, PI5ØR, PI5ØZ and PI5ØA. Each week the call signs PI5ØV, PI5ØR, PI5ØZ and PI5ØA will be assigned to 4 of the 18 club stations participating in this event. QSL via the regular club station call sign. PI4(clubcall) so please ask, if you work a PI50(?) for the club station call sign. Submit a log file of the four stations you have heard / worked, signed by two other amateurs along with $5 USD or equivalent to apply for the award. Send to: Ben Horsthuis, PAØHOR Fr. Halsstraat 95, 3781 EV VOORTHUIZEN, The Netherlands.

─

Listen for station TMØAR during the International Festival of Art and Technologies from May 15-27th. Activity will be on 40, 20, 15 and 10 Meters including the WARC bands. Reference DDFM - 72. QSL via F5TJC: Jean-Louis Briere-Lecomte, 18 Le Petit Saint Louis, 72400 Cormes, France.

LLDXT UPDATE (QTH Needed)

Rob Snieder, PA5ET reports "The Low Land DX’pedition Team (LLDXT) is currently planning their Caribbean Tour 2001 to Grenada (J3) and St.Vincent (J8) to be held in August and September. We are looking for excellent operating spots on both islands, preferable on the north side or on a hill with free sight to the north. The locations should at least have 2 bedrooms, big living spaces and plenty of room in the garden for Yagi, vertical, and wire antennas. If you can help, E-mail Rob at: pa5et@muurkrant.com. Visit LLDXT on the Web at: http://www.qsl.net/lldxt/ 

(
ARRL CONTEST CALENDAR

Reprinted with permission from

QST Contest Calendar ( K5TR, Editor

(
APRIL 9

VHF/UHF Spring Sprints, 144 MHz

See April 17th listing on the next page.

WEEKEND OF APRIL 13-16

Japan International DX Contest, CW

Sponsored by Five Nine Magazine from 2300Z Apr 13 until 2300Z Apr 15 (SSB Nov 9-11) Work JA’s only. High bands are 20/15/10. Operate no more than 30 hours (JA’s operate full 48). Single operator multi/single band, high (>100 W) or low (<100 W) power, multi-single, or maritime mobile. Exchange RS(T) and CQ Zone; JA stations exchange prefecture number (1-50). Score 4 pts/QSO on 160; 2 pts/QSO on 80 and 10; and 1 pt/QSO on 40, 20 and 15. Multipliers are JA prefectures worked per band (max 50). Final score is QSO points × multipliers. Electronic entries accepted. Awards. Send logs postmarked by Feb 28 (high-band, May 31; phone, Dec 31) to JIDX Contest, c/o Five-Nine Magazine, PO Box 59, Kamata, Tokyo,144 Japan, or e-mail them to jidx-log@dumpty.nal.go.jp; web page at www.jzap.com/je1cka/jidx/jidxrule-e.html.
Lighthouse Spring Lites Rites

QSO Party

Sponsored by the Amateur Radio Lighthouse Society (ARLHS) 2300Z April 13 to 0300Z April 23, Participants do not have to operate from lighthouses. All bands and all modes permitted, including PSK, repeaters and satellites, but excluding aeronautical mobile. Phone 1.970, 3.970, 7.270, 14.270, 21.370, 28.370; CW 1.830, 3.530, 7.030, 14.030, 21.030, 28.030. Exchange: Members send call, member number, name, and state / province / country; Lighthouse stations send call, ARLHS lighthouse number, name, state / province / country; Nonmembers send call, "ARLHS.COM," name, state / province / country. Score: 1 pt per QSO with Nonmember; 2 pts per QSO with member; 3 pts per QSO with lighthouse / lightship station. Contact with member at a lighthouse = 5 pts. Awards. Send logs by May 31 to Lee Graves, WA7OBH, Secretary ARLHS, 4341 SE Satinleaf Place, Stuart, FL 34997; flgraves1@msn.com; arlhs.com. 

QRP ARCI Spring QSO Party, CW
Sponsored by QRP ARC International, from 1200Z Apr 14 until 2400Z Apr 15. Single band, all band, high band (20 15 10 6 Meters) or low band (160 80 40 Meters). Operate 24 hours max. Work stations once per band. Send signal report, state / province / DXCC country and ARCI number (if member), or power output (if nonmember). 1.810 3.560 3.710 7.040 7.110 14.060 21.060 21.110 28.060 28.110 50.128. Score 5 pts/QSO with ARCI member, 2 pts/QSO with nonmember on same continent and 4 pts/QSO for nonmember, different continent. Final score is QSO points × states / provinces / DXCC countries × power multiplier (0-250 mW, × 15; 250 mW to 1 W, × 10; 1-5 W output × 7; < 5 W × 1). Team competition. Awards. Mail entry (SASE for results) to QRP ARCI Contest Manager, Randy Foltz, K7TQ, 809 Leith St, Moscow, ID 83843

personal.palouse.net/rfoltz/arci/arcitst.htm E-mail to rfoltz@turbonet.com;. 

His Majesty the King of Spain Contest

Sponsored by Union de Radioaficionados Espanoles, 1800Z Apr 14 to 1800Z Apr 15. Single operator, multioperator and SWL. Phone and CW are separate contests and require separate logs. 80 40 20 15 10 Meters. Exchange RST and serial number, Spanish stations send RST and province. Count one point per QSO. Non-Spanish stations can only work Spanish stations, Spanish stations can work everyone. Multipliers are Spanish provinces on each band. Final score is total QSO points × total multipliers. Awards. Send logs by May 15 to URE Contest Manager, PO Box 220, 28080 Madrid, Spain; ure@ure.es; www.ure.es/.

DXYL-NAYL Contest, CW

Sponsored by the YLRL from 1400Z Apr 11 until 0200Z Apr 13 (phone contest is Apr 25-27). YL’s only. Send RS(T), QSO number and section / province / DXCC country. W/VE YL’s work DX YL’s, and vice versa. KL7 and KH6 count as DX. Work stations once per band. Score 1 pt/QSO. Multipliers are sections / provinces / DXCC countries, and count once. Stations running <150 W output (phone: 300W PEP) multiply score by 1.5. Final score is points × multipliers × power multiplier. Awards. Send logs within 30 days to Phyllis Shanks, W2GLB/7, 1345 W Escarpa, Mesa, AZ 85201-3853; www.qsl.net/~ylrl/ylcontests.html E-mail to pshanks1@juno.com

Low Power Spring Sprint

Sponsored by the Slovak ARA, 1400Z-2000Z Mon Apr 16. CW only, 160 80 40 20 15 10 Meters on IARU recommended contest band segments. Single op only: single band, three bands, all bands. Exchange RST, Maidenhead grid square and power category (A = <1 W; C = <5 W; Q = <25 W; X = <50 W; Y = <100 W). Count 3 pts/QSO with own continent, 9 pts/QSO with other continents and 18 pts/QSO with OM stations. Multipliers are grid squares plus and prefixes (WPX rules) worked per band. Final score is QSO pts × multipliers. Send entries within 30 days to SS Contest, Radioclub OM3KFV, PO Box 129, 036 01 Martin 1, Slovakia. 

APRIL 17

VHF/UHF Spring Sprints

Sponsored by the East Tennessee DX Association. (Other Spring Sprint dates are 144 MHz, 7 PM to 11 PM local time on Mon, Apr 9. 222 MHz on Tue, Apr 17; 432 MHz on Wed, Apr 25; 902 MHz/1296 MHz/2304 MHz on Sat, May 5; and 50 MHz on Sat-Sun, 2300Z, May 12 to 0300Z May 13.) The 902 MHz, 1296 MHz, and 2304 MHz Sprints will run simultaneously on Sat, May 5, 6 AM to 1 PM local time; you may work any five consecutive hours during this time period. The 902, 1296 and 2304 MHz Sprints are separate, but run concurrently. The usual VHF/UHF rules apply. Exchange grid-square locations, signal reports optional. Score 1 pt per valid QSO. Final score is QSO pts × grid squares. Contests are separate; there is no accumulation of scores. Logs must indicate time, call sign and complete exchange for each valid QSO. Multipliers must be clearly marked in the log. Submit separate log and summary sheets for each Sprint entered. Awards. East Tennessee DX Assn, 1620 Hidden Hills Dr, Clinton, TN 37716; vhfdx@etdxa.org; www.etdxa.org/. 

WEEKEND OF APRIL 21-22

Michigan QSO Party

Sponsored by the Mad River Radio Club, from 1600Z April 21 until 0400Z April 22. Stations may operate the full 12 hours. Phone and CW on 80/40/20/15/10 Meters. Single-op, multiop, and mobile categories. Work stations once per band and mode. MI-to-MI QSO’s allowed. Work portables and mobiles again as they change county, state or province. Exchange QSO number and location (county for MI stations, state / province or "DX" for others). Suggested frequencies: CW-3545, 7045, 14045, 21045, 28045; Phone-3850, 7225, 14250, 21300, 28450. One point per phone QSO, two points per CW QSO. Count multipliers once per mode. Multipliers are MI counties for all entries, plus states & provinces for MI entries only. Final score is total QSO points × total multipliers. Mail logs no later than 30 days after the contest to: Mad River Radio Club, c/o Dave Pruett, 2727 Harris Rd, Ypsilanti, MI 48198; MQP@contesting.com; www.qsl.net/mrrc/mqp.html. 

Ontario QSO Party

Sponsored by the Ontario DX Association, 1800Z Apr 21 to 1800Z Apr 22. Phone and CW, 160 80 40 20 15 10 Meters and all VHF/UHF bands (no repeater QSO’s and keep 146.52 MHz clear). Categories: Single operator low power (<150 W on HF and <50 W on VHF/UHF); single operator high power; single operator, single and mobile; HF QRP (<5 W); VHF/UHF FM QRP (<5 W); multi-operator; CW, SSB or mixed mode. Exchange signal report state / province / DXCC country. Ontario stations exchange signal report and county / district / regional municipality. Work Ontario stations only (Ontario stations work everyone). Work mobile and rover stations again as they change county / district / regional municipalities. Work stations once per band. Count 1 pt/HF SSB, 2 pts/HF CW, 5 pts/contacts on VHF/UHF bands, 10 pts (each band) for working VE3ODX and VA3RAC. Multipliers are Ontario county / district / regional municipalities (for Ontario stations: county / district / regional municipalities, and state / province / DXCC countries) worked on each band. Final score is total QSO points × total multipliers worked (max 48). Awards. Send logs by May 31 to Ontario DX Association, Box 161, Stn A, Willowdale, ON M2N 5S8 Canada; ve3sre@rac.ca; www.odxa.on.ca/oqphome.html. 

The TARA PSK31 Rumble 

(The Spring Wakeup)

Sponsored by Troy ARA, 0000-2400Z Apr 21, PSK only. 80 40 20 15 10 6 Meters. Work stations once per band. Exchange name, state / province / DX send DXCC prefix. Operate 1 of 6 categories: Club Challenge (whatever it takes to win!); Normal (100 w max); Great (20 W max); Super, 5 W max); Novice or SWL. Final score is QSO’s × (W + VE + JA + VK call areas + 1 point per DX incl. your own). Multipliers count once per band. Scores must be received via online submission at www.qsl.net/wm2u/score.html or you can e-mail your logs to wm2u@n2ty.org by May 19th.

Holyland DX Contest

Sponsored by the Israel ARC, from 1800Z Apr 21 until 1800Z Apr 22. 160 80 40 20 15 10 Meters. Single op all band (mixed, CW or Phone), multi-single and SWL. Send RS(T) and serial number (Israeli stations send RST and area). Work Israeli stations only. Work stations once per band and mode; no crossband or crossmode contacts. Score 2 pts/QSO on 160 80 40 meters, and 1 pt/ QSO on 20 15 10. Final score is QSO points × Israeli areas worked per band. Awards. Send logs by May 31 to Israel ARC, PO Box 17600, Tel Aviv 61176, Israel. hamradio.iarc.org/main.html

APRIL 25

432 MHz Spring Sprint

See April 17th listing on previous page.

APRIL 25-27

DXYL-NAYL Contest, Phone

See April 13-16th listing on previous page.

WEEKEND OF APRIL 28-29

Florida QSO Party
Sponsored by the Florida Contest Group, 1600Z Apr 28 to 0159Z Apr 29 and 1200Z-2159Z Apr 29. 20 hours total time. 40 20 15 10 Meters. Categories: single op, mobile (single op or multiop), Technician (mixed mode, phone only, CW only); multi-single and multi-multi (mixed mode only; max 1 signal per band); school (university, college, high school, etc). Three power classes for all categories: QRP (<5 W), low power (<150 W) and high power (>150 W). Exchange signal report and state / province (DX stations send DX); Florida stations send county. Work stations once per band and mode. Work Florida mobile stations again as they change county. Count 1 pt per phone QSO, 2 pts per CW QSO. Multipliers: for Florida stations, all 50 states and all Canadian provinces; DXCC entities (except W, VE, KH6, KL7). All others count Florida counties (67). Count multipliers once per mode. Final score: Multiply QSO points by total multipliers by the power multiplier (<5 W, × 3; <150 W, × 2; >150 W, × 1). Logs must be postmarked by May 29th. Send your entry to Florida QSO Party, c/o Ron Wetjen, WD4AHZ, 5362 Castleman Dr, Sarasota, FL 34232; FLQSOParty@aol.com; www.qsl.net /fqp/

Nebraska QSO Party

Sponsored by the Nebraska QSO Party Group, from 1700Z Apr 28 until 1700Z Apr 29. Single op, multi-single, mobile and Technician. Send RS(T) and state / province / DXCC country (NE stations send county). Work stations once per band and mode. CW - 1.805 and 60 kHz up from band edge; Phone - 1.865 3.860 7.260 14.260 21.360 28.360 146.46; Technician - 28.380 and 10 kHz up from band edge. Score 1 pt per phone, 2 points per CW QSO. NE mobiles may add 50 QSO pts for each county operated from; NE portables may add 100 QSO pts for each county operated from (excluding county of residence). Work mobiles / portables again as they change county. Final score is QSO points × power multiplier x NE counties (max 93); NE stations multiply by states (50), provinces (8) and DXCC countries (max 35) for a possible maximum of 93. Power multiplier is based on transmitter power output. If all QSO’s are made using 5 W or less, multiply QSO points by 3; using less than 150 W, multiply by 2; using more than 150 W, multiply by 1. Club Competition (3 entries min). Awards. Send logs by May 31 to Nebraska QSO Party, PO Box 375, Elkhorn, NE 68022-0375; hdxa@qsl.net; www.qsl.net/hdxa/neqso/neqso.htm

Six Meter Sprint

Sponsored by Six Club, 2300Z Apr 28 to 0400Z Apr 29, 6 Meters only. Exchange grid square. Count 1 point for each QSO in your country and 2 points for QSO’s outside your country. Hawaii and Alaska are separate countries. Final score is total QSO points × total number of grid squares worked. Awards. Send logs before May 27 to Six Club, PO Box 307, Hatfield, AR 71945; 6mt.com/contest.htm

sixclub@6mt.com

W1AW Qualifying Runs

9 AM EDT, Tuesday, April 3, and 4 PM EDT, Wednesday, April 18. The K6YR West Coast Qualifying Run will be at 9 PM PDT on Wednesday, April 4. Check the W1AW schedule for details.

(
MARCH / APRIL SUMMARY

(Courtesy Of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM)

(
	APRIL, 2001

	SLP Competition (SWL) 
	0000Z, Apr 7
	- 
	2400Z, Apr 8

	SP DX Contest 
	1500Z, Apr 7
	- 
	1500Z, Apr 8

	EA RTTY Contest 
	1600Z, Apr 7
	- 
	1600Z, Apr 8

	QCWA QSO Party 
	1900Z, Apr 7
	- 
	1900Z, Apr 8

	UBA Spring Contest, SSB 
	0600Z
	- 
	1000Z, Apr 8

	DX YL to NA YL Contest, CW 
	1400Z, Apr 11
	- 
	0200Z, Apr 13

	Japan International DX Contest, 20-10m 
	2300Z, Apr 13
	- 
	2300Z, Apr 15

	Lighthouse Spring Lites Rites QSO Party 
	2300Z, Apr 13
	- 
	0300Z, Apr 23

	MARAC County Hunter Contest, SSB 
	0000Z, Apr 14
	- 
	2400Z, Apr 15

	QRP ARCI Spring QSO Party 
	1200Z, Apr 14
	- 
	2400Z, Apr 15

	EU Spring Sprint, SSB 
	1500Z
	- 
	1859Z, Apr 14

	His Majesty King

of Spain Contest 
	1800Z, Apr 14
	- 
	1800Z, Apr 15

	TARA Spring Wakeup PSK31 Rumble 
	0000Z
	- 
	2400Z, Apr 21

	YU DX Contest 
	1200Z, Apr 21
	- 
	1200Z, Apr 22

	EU Spring Sprint, CW 
	1500Z
	- 
	1859Z, Apr 21

	Michigan QSO Party 
	1600Z, Apr 21
	- 
	0400Z, Apr 22

	Holyland DX Contest 
	1800Z, Apr 21
	- 
	1800Z, Apr 22

	Ontario QSO Party 
	1800Z, Apr 21
	- 
	1800Z, Apr 22

	Harry Angel Memorial Sprint 
	1100Z
	- 
	1246Z, Apr 25

	DX YL to NA YL Contest, SSB 
	1400Z, Apr 25
	- 
	0200Z, Apr 27

	SP DX RTTY Contest 
	1200Z, Apr 28
	- 
	1200Z, Apr 29

	Helvetia Contest 
	1300Z, Apr 28
	- 
	1300Z, Apr 29

	Florida QSO Party 
	1600Z, Apr 28
	- 
	0159Z, Apr 29 and

	
	1200Z
	- 
	2159Z, Apr 29

	Nebraska QSO Party 
	1700Z, Apr 28
	- 
	1700Z, Apr 29

	Six Club Sprint 
	2300Z, Apr 28
	- 
	0400Z, Apr 29

	
	
	
	

	MAY, 2001

	North American HSMS Contest 
	0000Z, May 1
	- 
	2359Z, May 9

	AGCW QRP/QRP Party 
	1300Z
	- 
	1900Z, May 1

	MARAC County Hunter Contest, CW 
	0000Z, May 5
	- 
	2400Z, May 6

	IPA Contest, CW 
	0000Z
	- 
	2359Z, May 5

	SLP Competition (SWL) 
	0000Z, May 5
	- 
	2400Z, May 6

	10-10 Int. Spring Contest, CW 
	0001Z, May 5
	- 
	2400Z, May 6

	Indiana QSO Party 
	1400Z, May 5
	- 
	2300Z, May 6

	Massachusetts QSO Party 
	1800Z, May 5
	- 
	0400Z, May 6 and

	
	1100Z
	- 
	2100Z, May 6

	ARI International 

DX Contest 
	2000Z, May 5
	- 
	2000Z, May 6

	IPA Contest, SSB 
	0000Z
	- 
	2359Z, May 6

	Nevada QSO Party 
	0000Z, May 12
	- 
	0600Z, May 13

	VOLTA WW 

RTTY Contest 
	1200Z, May 12
	- 
	1200Z, May 13

	Oregon QSO Party 
	1400Z, May 12
	- 
	0200Z, May 13

	FISTS Spring Sprint 
	1700Z
	- 
	2100Z, May 12

	CQ-M International DX Contest 
	2100Z, May 12
	- 
	2100Z, May 13

	Manchester Mineira CW Contest 
	1500Z, May 19
	- 
	2400Z, May 20

	Baltic Contest 
	2100Z, May 19
	- 
	0200Z, May 20

	CQ WW WPX Contest, CW 
	0000Z, May 26
	- 
	2400Z, May 27

	Anatolian RTTY 

WW Contest 
	0000Z, May 26
	- 
	2400Z, May 27

	ARCI Hootowl Sprint 
	2000
	- 
	2400 local, May 27

	MI QRP Memorial Day CW Sprint 
	2300Z, May 28
	- 
	0300Z, May 29


Doctor DX


Oh sage and visionary diviner of the fates, tell me what’s THE NEXT BIG THING in technology… 
Signed, HAL9000

Dear Bit-Breath:

Could you do the lip-reading thing and say “I’m sorry, but I can’t do that, Dave”? It always brings Goosebumps. And speaking of reality catching up with fiction, the National Weather Service (Tulsa, 162.550 MHz) has an automated voice reading the forecasts that sounds fairly good. Who knows when we’ll take the next step to…

Computers Improve In Responding to Spoken Commands

By Verne Kopytoff, Chronicle Staff Writer

To dial, he simply presses a button and says "November Five United Whiskey" into the receiver. Once connected to Earlsboro, he speaks to an automated voice that notes which DXCC Entity he wants and which band, mode and path it should be worked on. This is the future imagined by many telecommunications analysts & executives. Voice recognition technology will be widely used, they say, to dial telephones, answer caller questions and take retail orders. "I think it will become commonplace," said Seamus McAteer, a telecommunications industry analyst for Jupiter Research of New York. "We've seen the technology improve over the years, and it can handle my EI3 Irish accent without difficulty."

The so-called future is already a reality to a limited extent. An array of companies have adopted voice recognition technology to give consumers access to news, commerce, e-mail and driving directions. People seeking flight times on American Airlines' toll free number, for example, speak to a computer rather than a human operator. Charles Schwab customers can trade stocks by telling an automated telephone attendant "buy" and "sell." During the past year, several new companies like BeVocal and TellMe have increased the visibility of voice recognition by creating so-called voice portals. These toll-free telephone numbers allow callers to get information like stock quotes, e-mail, traffic reports, restaurant reviews, and band openings by giving verbal commands.

In some cases, speech recognition is quicker than touch tone. For example, getting flight times for a city serviced by American Airlines is faster by saying the city's name than spelling it using a telephone dial pad. Charles Schwab, the San Francisco stock brokerage, first used voice recognition in 1996 to give customers stock quotes. In October, the company added stock trading and secret code registration after the technology became more reliable. Cellular telephone firms are particularly interested in offering voice recognition features. They see them as a way to charge extra fees, increase user loyalty and encourage subscribers to spend even more time on the telephone.

Mark Robinson, director of market development for Sunnyvale's BeVocal, said voice recognition will be expanded to include more complex features like interactive gaming, bill inquiries, sports event ticketing and book sales. However, one thing Robinson said will fail is automated voices reading entire Web pages. The quality of such voices, he said, is too robotic to become popular with consumers.

Despite the anticipated growth of voice-recognition technology, human operators will still be necessary, experts say. They are the only ones who can handle more complex calls like dealing with a billing mistake, taking a car accident report for an insurance claim, or working a pileup.

3G Wireless Moves Ahead

By Peter J. Howe, Boston Globe

What broadband did to dial-up Internet access, 3G promises to do to wireless communications. Just don't hold your breath waiting for it to happen -- at least in this country.

Around the world, wireless companies are pouring tens of billions of dollars into constructing third-generation, or 3G, networks. First-generation networks were 1980’s-era, plain old analog phone service, and the second were digital or PCS systems that can offer rudimentary data services at tooth- extraction-slow speeds of 10 to 14 kilobits per second. The kinds of services promised by 3G networks are similar in some ways to broadband desktop computer services: blazing fast data downloads, anywhere from 384 kilobits to 2 Mbps, and an always-on connection making it suitable to take your office computer on the road.

As with most things wireless, Japan and Scandinavia are expected to lead the way in 3G, in part because usage of wireless devices there is far higher than in the United States. Also, they use only one or two technology standards for wireless, rather than the profusion of incompatible systems in the United States. Later this year, the first 3G devices are expected to hit the market in Japan, where more than 5 million people have flocked to the I-Mode, which allows access from phones to e-mail, Web sites, and idiosyncratically Japanese things like daily cartoon downloads and video fishing games.

Similar rollouts may follow in Europe in 2002 and 2003, but it could be years later before third-generation service becomes common in the United States. The service uses shoebox-size transmitters mounted on city telephone poles to allow wireless access up to 144 kilobits per second.

Mobile Cell Phone Concerns

By Benny Evangelista, Chronicle Staff Writer

Major automakers like General Motors and Ford are rolling out new high-tech wireless services designed to keep road warriors in touch with their world. But the widespread use of cell phones by drivers and the rapidly growing installation of wireless Internet services in new cars is also increasing the public outcry over the potential dangers posed by driving while under the influence of a cell phone. 38 states have bills pending related to the use of cell phones while driving, said Matt Sundeen, senior policy specialist with the National Conference of State Legislatures.

But so far, Sundeen said, calls for cell phone bans haven't been politically popular, since about 85 percent of the 90 million people with cell phones use them while driving. In fact, none of the 27 states that considered cell phone and driving bills in 2000 actually passed a law. This year, two bills nationwide have already died in committee and "most bills are struggling to make it through committee," Only California, Florida and Massachusetts have enacted any laws related to cell phone use in cars.

There is conflicting research and insufficient data about cell phones and accidents. Only four states -- Minnesota, Montana, Oklahoma and Pennsylvania -- 

require law enforcement officials to track the involvement of cell phones in traffic accidents. A 1997 study published in the New England Journal of Medicine reported hands-free phones did not increase driver safety because just the act of talking on the phone while driving diverted drivers' attention. A January 2001 study by the Centre for Research on Transportation at the University of Montreal concluded wireless phone users were 38 percent more likely to have an accident than drivers who didn't use their phones. The study also said the risk doubled with motorists who are frequent callers. Yet a 2000 study by the Harvard Center for Risk Analysis said that the risks have not been clearly defined. The study, funded by a grant from AT&T Wireless, estimated the chance of having a fatal accident while driving and using a cell phone was about 6.4 in 1 million per year, not enough to outweigh the benefits.

Wireless Rules of the Road:

The Cellular Telecommunications & Internet Association has published a list of basic, common-sense safety tips to follow: 

-- -- Learn to take advantage of features such as automatic redial, memory and speed dial. 

-- When available, use a hands-free device. 

-- Position your wireless phone where you can grab it while watching the road. Let your voice mail answer an incoming call at an inconvenient time. 

-- Let the person you are speaking with know you are driving, and if necessary, suspend the call during hazardous driving conditions. 

-- Do not take notes or look up phone numbers while driving. 

-- Dial sensibly and assess traffic; if possible, place calls when you are not moving or before pulling into traffic. If you need to dial while driving, dial only a few numbers, check the road and your mirrors, then continue.

-- Do not engage in stressful or emotional conversations. 

-- Use your wireless phone to call for help. Dial 911 or other local emergency number in the case of fire, traffic accident, road hazard or medical emergency.


Want to become a member of the OKDXA? Contact Jerry Chouinard, K5YAA, 7477 Heather Dr. Claremore, OK 74017

Have some DX News? Contact Nelson Derks, AC5UP, 13410 South 128th East Ave. Broken Arrow, OK 74011

E-Mail to: k5yaa@aol.com or ac5up@vei.net – Visit the OKDXA Web Page  http://www.qsl.net/okdxa
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* Our Monthly C&E Special from your friends at FUBAR ShaZamaHamaTronics of Spokogee *


!!!  ShaZamaHamaTronics Goes Public With An IPO On April 31st  !!!


- THIS HAS TO BE THE MOST EXCITING OFFER WE’VE EVER MADE -


You Heard It Here First, and aren’t you glad you read the C&E? Now you can own stock in the most unique, exciting, and talked


about electronics retailer in Ham history! Coming April 31st to NASDAQ under the listing SHAM. Contact your broker today!


CALL  1-900-I-AM-A-LID  FOR YOUR  FREE  INVESTMENT PROSPECTUS


Be Sure to mention you saw it in the Collector & Emitter – Visit us on the Web at http://www.bartcop.com
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