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From Da’Prez


By LARRY SHIMA, WØPAN

The OKDXA Annual Banquet will be held 5:00 pm Saturday, October 6th at the Bristow Public Library!

The plans have been set for the Annual OKDXA Banquet and it promises to be an exciting event for all! The festivities will start at 5:00 PM with entertainment from “Side By Side”, a Sweet Adeline’s Quartet at 5:30 PM (If you’ve ever wanted to hear someone sing for their supper, this is your chance). The catered buffet-style BBQ dinner will begin serving at 6:00 PM. At approximately 7:00 PM our ‘recently re-elected to a second two year term’ West Gulf Division Director Coy Day, N5OK will conduct a “Mini ARRL Forum”. Following Coy’s remarks our special guest will begin the feature presentation. Wayne Mills, N7NG and ARRL HQ Membership Services Department Manager, will detail the “Logbook Of The World Project” as assigned by the ARRL Board of Directors. Wayne is in the thick of putting this project together and is very knowledgeable about all the aspects. Like the rest of us, Wayne is a DX enthusiast and plans to include plenty of DX News. Our thanks go to Coy for making the arrangements for a guest speaker involved in a significant project that will definitely affect the future of our hobby! (for more info about The Logbook Of The World, see the article in the ‘Miscellaneous News’ section)

Space Is Limited To

The First 60 Paid Reservations

At $10.00 Per Person.

We will be publicizing the banquet across the state and invite everyone interested in the future of the DX Arts to attend this major event. The Bristow location should be convenient for both the OKC and Tulsa area OKDXA members. The directions are about as easy as they could be:

TAKE I-44 TO THE BRISTOW EXIT. GO WEST ON ROUTE 66 TO 7th STREET, THEN TURN RIGHT AT THE LIGHT AND GO ONE BLOCK. THE LIBRARY IS ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE STREET ACROSS FROM THE POLICE STATION. IF YOU GET LOST, JUST LOOK FOR THE 150 FOOT POLICE RADIO TOWER AND YOU WILL FIND IT!

Don’t Miss The OKDXA Banquet!

Send your check or money order payable to OKDXA to: Jerry Chouinard, K5YAA at 7477 E. Heather Drive, Claremore, OK 74017. Jerry will be receiving membership renewals this month, so please note if your check is for the banquet, your membership renewal, or both. Make sure your payment is in the mail by FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th to reserve your banquet seat!
(
This will be my final article as president of the OKDXA. I have enjoyed the opportunity to serve the members of the premiere Amateur Radio Organization in the state of Oklahoma. I encourage all of you to give Jim Hood, K5TT your 110% support as he takes over as the new OKDXA President on October 1st. Jim has many great ideas for the OKDXA and will be sharing them with you very soon. As a top notch DX’er, he has the experience and credentials to take the OKDXA to a new level of activity and interest.

I will be on the air from Mesa, Arizona sometime after the first of the year and will be listening for you in the pileups!

73, and good DX’ing!
( WØPAN 

BRISTOW BOUND DX’ERS

Renew Their OKDXA Membership!

Secretary / Treasurer Report


By JERRY CHOUINARD, K5YAA

Our membership keeps growing with the addition of two new members this month:

K5YKD

Earnest G. Wolf Oklahoma City, OK

KC5KJE

David C. Wolf Edmond, OK

Welcome Earnest and Dave. Renewing for two years is WA5YOM, Tim Vandagriff of Ardmore, OK

The OKDXA continues to receive thanks for our DX’pedition contributions this past year. We recently received a certificate and letter of thanks from the D68C crew operating from the Comoros Islands back in February. If you worked them, look for the OKDX logo on their QSL. Otherwise, see the pictures in this newsletter. The OKDXA “gets out” in plenty of ways and the world really is our playground.

This month begins Membership Renewal Season for 2002… Your timely renewals are appreciated and AC5UP won’t stop the reminders until your renewal comes in, so do us both a favor and renew this month. Doing the bookwork is kind of like answering QSL’s… Once you have the program and labels rolling it's as easy to do 100 as it is to do 10. I hope to see all of you in Bristow on Saturday, October 6th at the OKDXA banquet.
( K5YAA
WORLD RENOWNED DX’ERS
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Who Are These Guys?


(For the next few months we’ll introduce our new OKDXA Officers. Let’s start with President-Elect Jim Hood, K5TT


( AC5UP)

I’ve recently learned that a person needs to attend the club elections to protect himself from being elected… HA!

Seriously, I gave it a lot of thought before deciding to throw my name in the hat for President of the OKDXA. As most of you know, I have held this position before and I remember how frustrated I was at the time. Trying to pull together a statewide organization was almost impossible, and because of the large geographic area, we struggled with poor communications that resulted in a low level of activity and enthusiasm for the club. We rarely got members together in any respect because we were scattered around the state. At that time Mark, N5OG was hosting the net on Saturday mornings and giving last minute DX information. This pulled a handful of members together, but too many did not participate. We had a couple of banquets while I was president but it still seemed that most members did not participate. I was extremely frustrated that I could not seem to find the key to build enthusiasm and activity within the OKDXA despite the relatively high membership much like we have today. I really had to do some soul searching before taking this job again.

What has changed since then? Very little. I am now retired so I have a little more time to give to the OKDXA, but I don’t see that much change within the OKDXA. I think the current officers are just as mystified and frustrated as I was. What is it that we must do to shake some life and enthusiasm into this club? I made a decision to try some new approaches and new ideas to see if there is a way to get people involved and have some fun within the club. I decided to give it a shot. But, I need everyone’s involvement and support. One thing is for sure, if you are not involved you are not going to see all the enjoyment, fun and rewards this hobby has to offer.

I have given myself two challenges for this year: The first is to develop a plan for where we want to take the OKDXA over the next five years. What do we want this club to be? This is a big question with all kinds of answers, and the club can be anything we want it to be. Certainly it will become (or remain) the sum total of our individual contributions. If we continue at the level of activity we have now, then the club will remain as it has been. There’s an old cliché that says: “If you continue to think as you’ve always thought, you’ll continue to get what you’ve always got”. What do you think the future of the OKDXA should be? I am dedicated to building this club toward whatever goals the members, directors and officers decide they want to achieve. Our first mission must be to define where we want to go.

Secondly, I have challenged myself to get out to each area of the state at least once this year and have some type of event in that area. I will be working on this through the directors. It may be a breakfast or it may be a DX event with slides and video tape. It will be what ever you want it to be.

In closing, I want to thank Larry, Clif, and the current officers and directors for the fine effort they have given. The items that come to my mind are maintaining the net EVERY Monday night, writing columns for the C&E, and planning the Banquet for this coming October. I know that Larry and the fellows had many more ideas and tried several activities that died due to a lack of support. Larry has indicated that he will be moving out of state, but I hope he will continue to share his ideas with us as we try to move forward… And I look forward to seeing each of you at the OKDXA Banquet as well as talking with you or visiting you personally in your area.

( K5TT

WELL TRAVELED DX’ERS
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From Da’Editor


By NELSON DERKS, AC5UP

In mid-August we got a little break from the heat of July and in a moment of RF optimism I parked the rig on 1020 kHz as the sun was dipping below the horizon… After a bit, the Ponca City station was overtaken by a Pirates game on KDKA in Pittsburgh. I haven’t done that since last April. This could be wishful thinking, but I think we’re starting to hear the transition to Fall & Winter band conditions and it can’t come too soon for me. The Autumnal Equinox arrives September 22nd. On Saturday morning, August 25th I scanned the HF bands and heard nothing (no kidding!). Not one signal on the air except the harmonics from the local AM stations on 75 M. The previous Thursday evening a station in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia was 5/9+ on 17 M phone and I worked VE3KZ near Toronto on Six. The bands started to pick up by the afternoon and evening, then a nasty little thunderboomer took out my lights around 9pm. When the power came back on around 1:40 Sunday morning I checked the rigs for damage and heard a few 5/9+ Europeans on 20 Meters. It’s either feast or famine. After too many months of fair-to-poor HF propagation I’ve been trying to get back in the habit of checking the bands more often. It has to get better. Compared to a Q-Zero Saturday morning, it can’t get any worse. Last year the casual DX was easy pickins’; and what a difference a year can make. I just hope we’ll see at least one good winter before this solar cycle ends.

For those of you who like to tinker, plug http://www.eetasia.com/HOME.HTM into your internet appliance whenever you have a little time to browse. Note the Designer’s Corner… Nice assortment of application notes and sample circuits plus more news than you can use about recent advances in electronic design. If you’re still playing with the 2N404 circuits you found in ’73 about 30 years ago, it may be time to try something new. And speaking of things Amateurs do, I was scrounging for some .1 ohm emitter-balancing resistors but came across a bag of one watt 470 ohm carbon resistors instead. I wound one with some 24 gauge Teflon covered solid copper wire from a scrap of Category 5 cable and the HP 3466A tells me it’s very close to what I need. Yeah, it seems a little odd to run current through that skinny little wire, but what do you think is inside a ‘real’ low-ohm resistor? (if you try this, be sure to use flameproof materials) While you’re surfing the web, stop by www.nteinc.com for a free download of their NTE cross-reference software. They have spec sheets on line, too. Another good source for application notes and project ideas is at http://www.semiconductors.philips.com. If you take a little time to get handy with the search feature, you’ll be amazed by the variety of devices and free design info.

Last month I thought I made a steal of a deal on an Ampex A122 tape recorder for only ten bucks on eBay. It’s an absolutely beautiful early 60’s machine in near-mint condition and built like a brick doghouse, but at 36 pounds the freight added another $30.00 to the cost. Then I saw an original owners manual come up that some Non-Ham Heathen bid up to $9.50… Why am I telling you all this? It just seems very odd to spend $40.00 on a $10.00 tape machine, then see the owner’s manual sell for almost as much with no mention if it includes the schematics. To cap it off, I’ve seen the same model and its variants (often in worse condition) sell for $50.00 and up. Yeah, I could have done worse, but it takes an Ampex aficionado (that’s pronounced ‘tape head’) to fully appreciate these and I have a hunch the same borderline fiscal insanity of the vintage Collins guys started among the ‘tubular audio’ Hi-Fi guys. For all I know, they’re the same guys. (?) As an example, a late 50’s monaural Ampex studio monitor amplifier recently sold for $260.00 on eBay. The buyer must have a different outlook, as it looked well used to me and with only a pair of 6V6’s in the output section I failed to see the value. For less money, I’d rather snap up a late 60’s Tandberg or Marantz receiver with those cool blue dial lights and the big brushed aluminum knobs… (as if I need another project)… or a Fisher, or a Scott, or a…

And, don’t forget… The TARC Second Annual Ice Cream Social and Tail Gate Swap Meet will be held on Tuesday the 18th of September at Chandler Park located 3 miles west of downtown Tulsa at 6:00 pm. Lots of free ice cream and be sure to bring all your excess gear and set up for the swap meet.  (I’ll bring a spoon!)

( AC5UP

WELL FED DX’ERS
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(
OPDX Bulletin - Internet Edition

The Ohio/Penn DX PacketCluster

Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW

Provided by BARF-80 BBS Cleveland, OH

(
3D2, CONWAY REEF

Raymundo, YS1RR received a phone call from Hrane, YT1AD who told him they can't get landing authorization for KH1 this time (see KH1 below) so he will be going to Conway Reef in October. The team will leave from Fiji on September 30th on the ship "MV Princess 2" and arrive on Conway Reef by October 1st. They should be active for the next 10 days and call signs will be announced on the first day of operation with one call for CW and another for SSB/RTTY. Their license is valid until December 31, 2002 and they estimate the cost of the operation will be approximately $45,000 US. All donations are welcome via YS1RR. Two stations will be active on 160 thru 6 Meters (and the WARC bands) near the DX windows. Pilot stations will be YU1AA and VEJEXY. QSL CW QSO’s via YT1AD: Dr. Hrane Milosevic, 36206 Vitanovac, YUGOSLAVIA.QSL SSB/RTTY QSO’s via Z32AU: Dragan Kostevski, P.O. Box 35, 6000 OHRID, MACEDONIA, Europe. A Web site will be available by September 10th for the "Conway Reef 2" operation at: 
http://www.kragujevac.co.yu/3d2

3V, TUNISIA

Until September 15th all Tunisian stations will use the special call sign 3V8MED. MED signifies the "MEDiterranean Games 2001" in Tunis. For more details, visit: http://www.tunis2001.tn/en/indexen.html

4W, EAST TIMOR

[image: image3.wmf]Jose, CT1EEB (VK8CS, 4W6EB, CU3/ CT1EEB) says Amateur Radio won't be forgotten in East Timor after the DX’ers leave. Carlos Poinho, CU3FT and an active DX’er from the Azores Archipelago and Telecom Tech for the Portuguese Air Force is on a Tour-of-Duty for UNTAET in Dili, the Capital of East-Timor. He will try to be as active as possible with the call 4W/CU3FT. The license was issued from the United Nations and the accreditation process is underway at DXCC. Special attention will be given to the WARC bands and 6 Meters for the upcoming F2 openings in October/November. Also, he will work with the ETARA (East-Timor Amateur Radio Association) and local authorities to set up a licensing authority after East Timor is fully independent. Jose will also help in introducing Amateur radio to the East-Timor nationals. QSL manager is CT1EEB: Jose Emanuel Ribeiro de Sa, P. O. Box 79, P-3860 Estarreja, Portugal.

5R, MADAGASCAR (IOTA activity)

Phil, G3SWH will be active from Ile Ste Marie (IOTA AF-090) from September 14-20th and has been issued the call sign 5R8HA. This will be a CW (only) holiday operation on all bands 40-10 Meters using his IC-706 and wire antennas. QSL via the bureau or direct to CBA.

9N, NEPAL

Yuu, JA3IG (a member of the A52A operation) is going to Nepal for vacation in September. Listen for Yuu to operate 20 and 15 Meter SSB/CW from September 7-9th as 9N7IG. QSL via home call.

A2, BOTSWANA

Harry, W6DXO will be active from two safari camps in Botswana from September 19-29th with the call A25/KG6GPA. His location will demand battery power QRP with a Yaesu FT 817, multiple hi-capacity gel cells and a portable 20 Meter dipole. Operations will be 20 Meter SSB and QRP stations are encouraged to listen for A25/KG6GPA as an effort will be made to work as many other QRP stations as possible. QSL direct (only) to W6DXO.

C6, BAHAMAS

Al, K3TKJ plans to operate from Andros Island (NA-001) August 13th through September 27th. He has requested the call C6TKJ and there was no mention of bands or modes of activity.
(
Several Magnolia DXA members (and at least one OKDXA member) are planning to operate in the CQWW SSB Contest (October 27 - 28th) from C6A. They will be active the week before the contest (October 20th) with individual call signs operating SSB, CW and possibly RTTY. They have rented the villa offered by Ken Helton, KC4SZE / C6AHN on Treasure Cay, Abaco Island (NA-080). This is the same QTH used by the C6AJX group for the 1999 CQWW CW Contest. Confirmed operators as of now are Ernie, W5OXA/ C6AKO; Randy, W5UE/C6ARB; Alan, N5PA; Stan, K5NY and Bernie, KK5EW. Details are still being worked on, so watch their site: http://mdxa.org/c6a-2001.html

C9, MOZAMBIQUE (IOTA activity)

Fredy, DEØMST reports that Reinhard (Rei), DL6DQW will be C91RF/7 (call not 100% sure) September 19-23rd from Quirimba island (AF-061). His equipment will be an IC-706 and Quad antenna on CW and SSB, bands not mentioned. QSL via the DARC bureau to DL6DQW.

CN, MOROCCO

[image: image4.wmf]Al, NH7A will be active in the CQWW SSB Contest as Single Op/All Band entry CN2AC. QSL via F6BEE. Also, F6BEE will be active in the CQWW CW Contest as a Single Op/All Band entry as CN2JS. QSL via F6BEE.

EA6, BALEARIC ISLANDS

Christian, DL6KAC will be on Mallorca Island (IOTA DIE E-021) from September 5-27th. Activity will be on 40-10 Meters (maybe 80M) SSB and (maybe) CW using Dipoles on the high bands and an Inverted L on 40/80 Meters with 350 watts. This is a holiday style operation. QSL to CBA via the DARC bureau or direct (qrz.com).

FOØ, AUSTRAL ISLANDS

Dave, AH6HY will be going to Rurutu Island from September 9-14th. He will be active from the Rurutu Village Hotel using the call FOØFLA. He will concentrate on 15 & 20 Meters SSB. QSL via his home call sign AH6HY. 

H4Ø, TEMOTU PROVINCE

Roberto, EA4DX will operate for two weeks from Lata on Santa Cruz Island (OC-100) beginning September 15th. The H4 call sign will be issued on arrival. Before and after his Temotu operation, he will be signing H44** from Honiara (OC-047). The operation will be a one man effort on SSB, usually operating 18+ hours a day with Yagi’s on 10, 12, 15, 17 and 20 Meters and a Vertical for 40 & 80 Meters at 1 KW. Suggested frequencies are: 3795-3799, 7042-7045, 14195, 18135, 21295, 24945 and 28395 kHz. QSL via EA4DX: Doce de Octubre #4, 28009 Madrid SPAIN. A log search will be updated after his return at: http://www.qsl.net/ea4dx/

JD1, MINAMI TORISHIMA

JF8HIQ/JD1 was heard on 18133 kHz at 0945z and JD1BCK was on 15 Meters between 0730-0930z (check 21230). 

K5, OKLAHOMA

OKLAHOMA COUNTY DX’ERS
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KG4, GUANTANAMO BAY

Bill, W4WX and member of the Florida DX’pedition Group (FDXPG) will operate from Guantanamo Bay, Cuba September 7-14th as KG4DX (ex-KG4GC). He will be active on RTTY with some SSB and activity on the WARC bands and 6 Meters. QSL direct or via bureau to his home call.

KH1, BAKER & HOWLAND ISL’NDS

Hrane, YT1AD reports they "received a provisional permit for disembarkation of our expedition from the United States Fish and Wildlife Services". This is a main step toward realizing their DX’pedition.

KH3, JOHNSTON ATOLL

Dan, KH6UW will lead a group of four operators including AL7KC, W7TSQ and K7ZZ on a trip to Johnston Island (OC-023) from September 11-18th. The group will be active on 160- 6 Meters including the WARC bands using CW and SSB with the call sign K3J. Two 24 hour stations will be active with a third available. In response to the many requests, a Six-Meter station (with beacon) has been added to their capabilities. The web site (with logs) will be found at: http://www.qsl.net/k3j/ Many have contributed to the success of this trip, but special thanks goes to Force 12 for antenna support. QSL via AH6HN.
TI, COSTA RICA

Bill, AKØA will be operating from the QTH of Henry, TI2HMG from September 25th through October 9th. Activity will be on all bands RTTY, PSK, MFSK, CW and SSB in that order. His operations include an entry in the CQWW RTTY Contest and the TARA PSK-31 Rumble. QSL via his home call sign with an SASE for USA or via the WØ Bureau. His call will likely be TI2/AKØA but will request a contest call.

(
Hide, JH8KYU (ex 3W2KYU/9M6HTT) will visit TI5KD's shack in Costa Rica from September 27th through October 2nd to participate in the CQ/RJ RTTY Contest as the Single Op / All Band entry TI5U. Hide won the Oceanian low power record from KHØ last year. He wants to make many more contacts than last year and will use an amplifier with some great antennas. Hide will operate as TI5/JH8KYU SSB & CW outside the contest. QSL’s for both TI5U and TI5/JH8KYU go to Hide's CBA.

V6, MICRONESIA

Sho, JA7HMZ and Hisa, 7L4IOU are going to Pohnpei Island (OC-010) for a Digital mode DX’pedition from September 28th through October 4th. They will use RTTY, SSTV and PSK31. Their call sign will be V63DX (Sho) and V63XC (Hisa). QSL via their home call signs: JA7HMZ - Shoji Igawa, 17 Shirogane, Yokobori, Ogachi, 019-0204 JAPAN; 7L4IOU - Hisami Dejima, 2-11-13 Minamikoiwa, Tokyo, 133-0056 JAPAN. They will be active in the CQWW RTTY CONTEST as V63XA, the contest QSL is via JA7AO: Tokuro Matsumoto, 3-62 Okachimachi, Yuzawa, 012-0856 JAPAN.

V7, MARSHALL ISLAND

Jeff, KA1GJ will be on Kwajalein Island, RMI (V73) for a three-year assignment and will be active as V73GJ very soon. QSL direct PO Box 1050, APO AP 96555. 

W5, OKLAHOMA
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XP, GREENLAND

The call sign XP1AB will again be heard from Sondrestrom on the west coast of Greenland during the CQWW SSB Contest, October 27-28th. XP1AB was last used in the 1960's. Sondrestrom is in CQ zone 40, ITU Zone 5 and IOTA reference NA-018. A large group of OZ Hams expect to arrive on October 24th and plan to work all HF bands plus 6 Meters with their home calls/OX and might be active on CW before or after the contest. QSL direct (only) to OZ1ACB. For more info, visit: http://www.qsl.net/xp1ab

Z2, ZIMBABWE (QRP Safari)

Harry, W6DXO announces that with help from the Zimbabwean Amateur Radio Society, he will be operating Z2/W6DXO September 27th through October 5th from the Linkwasha Wilderness Camp and the Victoria Falls Hotel in Zimbabwe. Local conditions mandate a QRP Op, mainly on 20 Meters. QSL via W6DXO direct only. 

IOTA News


AN-016  Mark, VK4KMT is active during his free time as VKØKMT from the Australian Antarctic Base Davis. He is usually on the air between 0400-1000z, and can be found on 14180 and 18120 kHz. QSL to home call sign.

AS-NEW  Alan, BA1DU and BI4F team leader, reports the BI4F team has postponed their IOTA DX’pedition to Furong Island (Shandong Province Northwest Group) until September. The exact date was not available at press time.

EU-048  Didier, F5BJW will be active from Ile de Groix, September 15-24th. Activity will be on 80-10 Meters on SSB (100 watts) with dipole and GP antennas. Call sign will be TM2A. QSL via F5BJW. Info and photos after the expedition will be at: http://castres.dx.gang.free.fr/ 

OC-196  A team of 3 Australian Hams are going to Gabo Island from September 26-30th. This is a rare IOTA and lighthouse location. Visit  http://vk2ce.com/vk3dk

SA-052  The Peruvian Navy has finally granted authorization for a DX’pedition to San Lorenzo Island on September 14th to 16th. The possible call sign will be 4TØI (subject to availability) on 80-10 Meters, mostly SSB and CW, but they do plan to work some RTTY and PSK31 on 15 and 20 Meters. The QSL Route will be via OA4DJW. More details can be found at: http://www.qsl.net/4t0i

Miscellaneous News


ARRL NEWS RELEASE  August 2, 2001

For Further Information Contact:

Wayne Mills, N7NG 

LOGBOOK OF THE WORLD

Fast on the heels of approval of the "Logbook of the World" by the ARRL Board of Directors, software design to support the electronic contact-verification program is continuing apace. ARRL Membership Services Manager and LOTW Project Manager, Wayne Mills, N7NG, said the ARRL hopes to soon make LOTW software modules available to vendors for incorporation into their logging programs. These modules are being developed as part of the Trusted QSL open-source project headed by Darryl Wagoner, WA1GON. (More information about the QSL project can be found at sourceforge.net/projects/trustedqsl) "We are in touch with 15 or so developers of popular logging software," Mills said. "We're also looking at providing a basic, do-it-yourself program to get contact data to the ARRL."

At the heart of the Logbook of the World concept is a huge repository of log data provided by operators - from individual DX’ers and Contesters to major DX’peditions - and maintained by the ARRL. Mills says the system will benefit big and little guns alike by providing quick QSO credit for awards offered by the ARRL, and, it's hoped, for awards offered by other organizations as well. Once it becomes available - which could be as early as the middle of next year - Logbook of the World will accept authenticated data directly from computerized logs via the Internet. "This is an e-mail based system that uses easy-to-obtain digital signatures for authentication," Mills said. "Once you get your digital certificate installed, a few keystrokes will do the trick."

Mills said the program envisions user access to the LOTW "confirmed database" so an operator can see what "matches" turn up, such as confirmation of new DXCC entities, states or grid squares. "We'll also publish a list of logs that have been submitted," he said, adding that operators may access the LOTW database once they've uploaded their own log data. 

Heading up software development is ARRL Electronic Publications Manager Jon Bloom, KE3Z along with Web Applications Developer Mark Simcik, WA1VVB. Software specifications have already been established. Advising the project are Darryl Wagoner, WA1GON, Dick Green, WC1M and Ted Demopoulos, KR1G. ARRL staffer and well-known Contester and DX’er Dave Patton, NT1N who conducted the original electronic QSL project study, is also assisting. Mills said that he hopes to be able to announce a specific inauguration date for Logbook of the World within a few months as the design progresses.

LEFT HANDED DX’ERS
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CONTEST CALENDER AVAILBLE

Mike, VK4DX has redesigned and updated his site at: http://www.vk4dx.net/. The web site includes an "International HF Radio Contest Calendar" with contest rules and a new software links page with pricing information.

DXCC NEWS

Bill Moore, NC1L and ARRL DXCC Manager, reminds everyone: "Once again, the cutoff date for the 2001 yearbook is rapidly approaching. In order to be shown you must have your submission between October 1, 2000 and September 30, 2001. If you have not submitted and you are not current on the DXCC Honor Roll, you will need to make your submission on or by September 30, 2001. Note: the submission must be in our hands by this date, not just postmarked. September 30th is a Sunday, so applications received by October 1, only, will be credited for September 30. In order to receive the free copy you must: Be an ARRL member - and - be current on the DXCC Honor Roll (there are now 325 entities). If you are not on the Honor Roll, you must submit an application by September 30, 2001. The yearbook will be out in the spring of 2002. If you do not qualify for a free copy, yearbooks can be purchased for $5.00 each (USD). Previous editions are available starting from 1993 for $5.00 each (includes shipping)." 

ORDER MY HAMFEST WELL DONE

The 49th Annual W9DXCC Convention will be held September 14 and 15th at the Holiday Inn in Rolling Meadows, IL. Activities begin Friday evening at 7:30 with the N4AA DX Publications Welcome Reception, followed by the traditional Northern Illinois DXA Hospitality Suite. There will be a full day of programs on Saturday including prizes, a CW pile-up contest and the grand banquet featuring CQ DX Hall of Famer Bob Allphin, K4UEE. Bob is putting together a special program for W9DXCC highlighting his five "DX’pedition of the Year" awards. The Greater Milwaukee DX Association hospitality suite will follow the banquet. 

Saturday Programs include: 4W/K7BV East Timor, by K7BV - A professional video covering not only Dennis’ operation from a new DXCC country but vividly conveys the tragedy that the people of that area have suffered. Dennis is also going to review the 2000 World Radiosport Team Championship and the upcoming 2002 WRTC in Finland. YK9A Syria with Carl, K9LA and Vicki, AE9YL Luetzelschwab. Carl is going to switch to his propagation guru hat and provide an update on sunspot Cycle 23. PWØS St Peter and St Paul Rocks - Master QSL Manager Steve Wheatly, KU9C covers the DX’pedition as well as providing general tips on QSL’ing through managers. YJØPD Vanuatu - Todd Benson W9YK and the Prairie DX Group will cover this DX’pedition and their innovative approach to real-time on-line logging. 9MØM Spratly - with Jerry Rosalius WB9Z. The New Digital Mode, PSK31 with Mark May K9TP. Cubical Quad Antennas, with Norm Alexander W4QN, of Cubex Antennas. RF Safey and Your Linear with ARRL RF Safety chairman Greg Lapin, N9GL. IOTA update with Gordon Bazsali, WB9EEE and information about the Island Radio Expedition Foundation from Mike McGirr, K9AJ. ARRL Central Division Director Dick Isely, W9GIG and Vice-Director Howie Huntington, K9KM will be on hand to lead the ARRL Forum, which includes Dave Patton, NT1N who is heading up the ARRL eQSL project. The ARRL DX Advisory Committee will be represented by Jim O'Connell, W9WU. DXCC Card Checking - Dave NT1N will be available for DXCC Card Checking, the easy way to update your country totals!

CW Pile-Up contest - Another challenging contest run by Mike McGirr, K9AJ - How many calls can YOU pick out of the pile-up? More details and On-Line Registration is available at www.qth.com/w9dxcc.

C U There! 73 Bill W9VA
THE PYØT STORY

Vieira, PY1LVF provides the following story on his recent Trindade operation. This press release has been edited for publication. He writes: "We (operators Vieira, PY1LVF and Ricardo, PY1VOY) arrived in Rio after a short stop in Vitoria where we decided to get off the ship and take a plane. The ship is still scheduled to arrive in Rio with the entire crew next Saturday. Equipment and antennas remain on the ship. I realize that some information should be spread out to avoid any misunderstanding or confusion as follows: The ship arrived at the island on schedule August 7th at 1900z, but we could not disembark because of strong winds and heavy rain. We stayed on the ship until August 8th when we took a helicopter for a five minute trip to the island. Equipment arrived after us, trip by trip. 

RIGHT HANDED DX’ERS
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The first day was tough, windy, cold and it rained most of the day. We saw some weather improvement on the next day but not in terms of wind intensity. At least the rain stopped and it was warmer than the previous day. Unfortunately, we had to close down the station operation 5 hours before departure. All the equipment was scheduled to go back to the ship in the morning. A break from the Island was celebrated with cocktails, and we departed during the afternoon. We actually had to use the boat to get back to the ship, which was a very dangerous experience but we got back safely to the ship. The actual dates of the operation were: August 8th, 2001 (first QSO at 1401z) through August 10th, 2001 (Last QSO at 1130z). The PTØT and ZXØZ calls were authorized by ANATEL while we were already on the island despite our use of homecall/PYØT. We did not want to lose time while waiting for the special call sign authorization. 4,000 QSO’s were made with 80 countries on 40-10 Meters. Our antenna tuner did not work well on 12m and this was the only band left blank. For QSL’s, PY1LVF (Vieira) will be handling this task. It will take two or three weeks to have the cards printed and he expects to be mailing out cards by mid September. Cards sent via the bureau will be accepted, but since the PY1 Bureau is very slow in sending and receiving cards, we recommend you QSL direct if you need the country for DXCC. Cards via the Bureau usually take more than a year to receive. We may have more information to provide to whoever is interested in knowing about the trip, the operation and the island. I understand that many Hams were not able to make a QSO since the operation was only active for two days. We hope we can keep the door open with the Brazilian Navy so that, not only us, but other groups can make many two day operations and give an opportunity to the Hams who need the country."

QSL Manager: PY1LVF Jose Luiz Vieira Fernandes, P.O.Box 18009, Rio de Janeiro - RJ - Brazil - South America 20722-970

T3ØES LONG TERM DX’PEDITION

Date: Sun, 05 Aug 2001 13:33:30 -0400

From: Pete Kemp {kz1z@arrl.net}

Subject: T3ØES DX Operation

Kiribati (pronounced Kiribas) is comprised of 33 low lying coral atolls sub-divided into three main groups known as the Gilbert, Phoenix and Line Islands. Kiribati is located in the Central Pacific between 173 and 177 East Longitude and 4 North and 3 South Latitude. From north to south, the distance is only 800 km. However, the distance east to west is more than 3218 km. Kiribati is 12 hours a head of GMT, two hours a head of Tokyo and 22 hours ahead of Honolulu on the other side of the international dateline. Self-government was attained in two stages and it became the fully independent Republic of Kiribati on 12 July, 1979. The Peace Corps has been active on Kiribati for over 25 years.

CLUB CONNECTIONS

The Bethel Educational Amateur Radio Society (BEARS) has started over 675 Hams on their radio path. Eric Griffin, N1JSY was one of those students. After graduating from Penn State he spent two years with the Peace Corps before entering Medical School. During the summer of 2000 he upgraded to a General class license hoping that when he received his assignment, amateur radio could become a link to the outside world.

CARA is The Candlewood Amateur Radio Association of Connecticut. In support of CARA's mission as a general-purpose club, a group was formed to provide equipment support for the little activated island of Butaritari. This project would not only benefit a local Ham in one of the poorest countries on earth, but the amateur community worldwide. Eric has made contact with the local authorities and will be assigned T3ØES for a call sign. Power is limited, with the primary source being solar collectors. Eric has a car battery in his hut that can be charged during the day. Being new to HF and DX’ing, CARA members will help with Net Control in the beginning of this operation and act as the QSL Manager.

OPERATING CONDITIONS

All T3ØES operations will be conducted during non-work hours. Eric works during the day on a variety of local projects such as developing the country's infrastructure and providing assistance to the people in a number of areas: Rain water collection, women's medical issues and being an advisor to the school's gardening club. He will be using two G5RV antennas, positioned separately on HF 10 through 80 Meters with a maximum of 100 watts. He will operate for only a few hours a day due to limited power resources.

CARA expects the T3ØES adventure to begin by the first week of September 2001 and last approximately 18 months. We are investigating methods of transferring log information back to the US in a timely fashion. Please be patient with your QSL requests. All cards with an S.A.S.E. will be answered, QSL to: W1QI c/o C.A.R.A. PO Box 3441, Danbury, CT 06813 U.S.A. Please check our web page at http://people.mags.net/boem/kiribati1.htm for operation information and updates.

VU NEWS (India)

Jose Jacob, VU2JOS says their permission to use 3790 to 3800 kHz, 10100 to 10150 kHz; and 50.35 and 50.55 MHz has been extended until January 31, 2002. (It was originally set to expire on July 31st, 2001)

(
Excerpts and distribution of The OPDX Bulletin are granted as long as 

KB8NW / OPDX / BARF80 receive credit.

(
ALBINO DX’ERS
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ARRL CONTEST CALENDAR

Reprinted with permission from

QST Contest Calendar ( K5TR, Editor

(
WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 15-16

ARRL 10 GHz+Up Cumulative Contest
See July QST, p 120.

North American Sprint, Phone

Sponsored by NCJ, 0000-0400Z Sept 16 (local time, Sept 15). 80, 40 & 20 Meters only. North American stations work everyone; others work NA stations only. Exchange other station's call, your call, serial no., name, and state / province / DXCC entity. 3.540 3.850 7.040 7.225 14.040 14.275. Work stations once per band. QSY rule: Stations calling CQ, QRZ, etc, may only work one station in response to that call; they must then move at least 1 kHz before working another station or 5 kHz before soliciting another call. Once you are required to QSY, you may not make a new QSO on the previous frequency until you have made a contact at least 1 or 5 kHz (as required) away. Team competition. Awards. Electronic entries accepted. Send logs go to Rick Niswander, Box 2701, Greenville, NC 27836; ssbsprint@ncjweb.com, within 30 days of the end of the contest. www.ncjweb.com/ 

Washington State Salmon Run

Sponsored by the Western Washington DX Club. 1600Z Sep 15 to 0700Z Sep 16 and 1600-2400Z Sep 16. 160 80 40 20 15 10 6 Meters; classes CW, SSB or mixed mode; QRP, low power (less than 200 W) and high power, Single or multi-op single transmitter, Washington Club Station, Mobile, Washington County DX’pedition, SWL RS(T) and county for WA stations; RS(T) and state, province, or DXCC entity for stations outside WA. 2 pts/SSB QSO, 4/CW QSO. Work stations on each band and mode. Portables and mobiles may be worked for QSO’s and multiplier credits in different counties. Multipliers for WA stations is States, Provinces, DX entities and WA counties; for others it is Washington Counties. Count multipliers once regardless of band or mode. Special bonus station a QSO with W7DX will add a 500 point bonus for each mode--total 1000 points. Scoring: QSO points from all bands x total multipliers plus bonus points. Awards. Send logs by Oct 31 to Western Washington DX Club, PO Box 395, Mercer Island, WA 98040. E-mail to: salmonrun@wwdxc.org; web page at: www.wwdxc.org/salmonrun. 

Scandinavian Activity Contest, CW

Sponsored by SSA, 1200Z Sep 15 to 1200Z Sep 16 (Phone, 1200Z Sep 22 to 1200Z Sep 23). Single op all bands; single op low power (100 watts or less) single op QRP; multi-single; SWL. 80, 40, 20, 15, & 10. Send RS(T) and serial no. No cross-mode contacts. European stations score 1 pt/QSO with Scandinavian stations on all bands. Non-European stations score 1 pt/QSO with Scandinavian stations on 20, 15 & 10 Meters and 3 pts/QSO on 80 & 40 Meters. Multipliers are Scandinavian call areas (eg, SM3, OJØ, OX3, TF2) per band. Final score is QSO pts x multipliers. Awards. Send logs by Oct 31 to NRRL HF Contest Manager, Jan Almedal, LA9HW, Tunet, NO-1825 Tomter, Norway. E-mail to sac@contesting.com; web page at: www.sk3bg.se/contest/text/sacnsc.txt. 

Tennessee QSO Party

Sponsored by the Tennessee Contest Group, 1800Z Sep 16 to 0100Z Sep 17. All bands excluding 30, 17 and 12 Meters. Send RS(T) and state / province / DXCC entity (TN stations send county). TN stations work anyone; others work only TN stations. No repeater or packet robot contacts. Score 2 pts HF phone, 3 pts HF CW or digital, 4 pts VHF/UHF phone, 6 pts VHF/UHF CW QSO. Multipliers are TN counties (95 max); TN stations, total of states / provinces / DXCC entities. You may claim an additional multiplier for each 5 QSO’s you make with the same TN county. 100/pts for working K4TCG on each band / mode. TN mobile stations get 500 pts for each TN county from which 15 or more QSO’s are made. CW, 3.540 7.040 14.040 21.040 28.040; Phone, 3.900 7.240 14.280 21.390 28.390; Novice/Tech, 3.700 7.130 21.140 228.140 28.390 50.195 144.195 146.550 223.50 446.000. Awards. Send logs postmarked by Nov 12 to Tennessee QSO Party, c/o Douglas Smith, W9WI, 1385 Old Clarksville Pike, Pleasant View, TN 37146-8098. E-mail to w9wi@bellsouth.net; web page at: www.k4ro.net/tcg.htm/. 

WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 22-23

Scandinavian Activity Contest, SSB

See September 15-16 listing on this page.

CQ WW RTTY Contest

Sponsored by CQ magazine, 0000Z Sep 22 to 2400Z Sep 23. 80, 40, 20 15, 10 Meters. Single op all band high or low power; single op single band; single op assisted; multi-single high or low power; multi-multi. W/VE stations send RST, state/province, and CQ Zone number; others send RST and CQ Zone number. Work stations once per band. Score 1 pt/QSO with own country, 2 pts/QSO same continent, 3 pts/QSO different continent. Multipliers are states (48), provinces (13), DXCC/WAE entities and CQ Zones per band. Final score is QSO points x multipliers. Awards. All entries must be postmarked no later than Dec 1. CQ RTTY DX Contest, 25 Newbridge Rd, Hicksville, NY 11801 USA

cqwwrtty@kkn.net. 

Radio Club Panama XXX Anniversary Contest Sponsored by Radio Club Panama, 1200-2359Z Sep 23. Phone, PSK31 and CW, Single op only, 40 20 Meters. Send RS and serial no. Score 2 pts/QSO with HP stations who are RCP members and 1 pt/QSO with other stations. Multiply by DXCC entities worked. Send logs to Radio Club Panama, Box 10745, Panama 4, Panama. E-mail to hp1rcp@qsl.net; web page at:

www.radioclubdepanama.org. 

RED HAIRED DX’ERS
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WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 29-30

Louisiana QSO Party

Sponsored by the Twin City Hams ARC, 1400Z Sep 29 to 0200Z Sep 30 and from 1400-2000Z Sep 30. 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, and 2 Meters. LA stations work anyone; others work only LA stations. Single Operator (9 categories): QRP Mixed (Phone and CW), QRP Phone, QRP CW; Low Power Mixed, LP Phone, LP CW; High Power Mixed, HP Phone, and HP CW. Multi-operator, Single Transmitter (3 categories): QRP Mixed, LP Mixed, and HP Mixed. Exchange RST and state / province / Maritime region / DX entity (LA stations send parish). 2 pts/phone QSO, 3 pts/CW QSO. Multipliers (Count per band): Louisiana parishes (64 max / band); LA stations, US states / Canadian provinces / Maritime regions (63 max / band). No repeater contacts allowed. Awards to high score in each category. LA QSO Party Participation Certificates will be awarded to entries with 75 HF QSO’s or 10 VHF QSO’s. Send summary sheet and log sheet by Oct 31 to TCHC Contest Committee, PO Box 1871, West Monroe, LA 70291. E-mail to laqp@tchams.org; www.tchams.org/users/contest/laqp. 

Texas QSO Party

Sponsored by the Northwest Amateur Radio Society, 1400Z Sep 29 to 0200z Sep 30, and 1400Z-2000Z Sep 30. All modes and all bands except 30 17 12 Meters. Categories: Single Op, Multi-Single, Multi-Multi, QRP-SO, QRP-MM, CW Only QSO, CW Only MM, Texas Mobile SO, Texas Mobile MM, and Club Aggregate. Stations may be worked once per band / mode. Texas mobiles may be worked once per band / mode from each county. Exchange RST and state / province / country / maritime region (Texas stations send RST and county). Multipliers: TX Stations--states, TX counties, Canadian provinces and DXCC entities (excluding USA, Canada, Alaska and Hawaii); Non-TX stations--TX counties worked (max 254). Count 2 pts/phone QSO and 3 pts/CW or digital QSO. Bonus points: Add 500 points for each Texas Mobile worked in 5 different counties. Texas mobiles add 5000 points for every five counties covered with at least five contacts per county. Final score is QSO points x multipliers + bonus points. Send logs (and dupe sheets if over 200 QSO’s) by Oct 31, to TQP Committee, 17007 Hillview Lane, Spring, TX 77379. E-mail to k5vuu@arrl.net; web page at: www.k5vuu.com/tqp/. 

Alabama QSO Party

Sponsored by the Central Alabama HF / VHF Contesting Club, 1800-0000Z Sep 29, All bands except 30 17 12 Meters. Categories Single Op, Multi-op and Rover, QRP (< 5 watts PEP), Low power (< 200 watts PEP) and High power (> 200 watts PEP). Exchange RST & QTH, no repeater contacts; repeaters may not be used to solicit contacts. Use of non-amateur means to solicit contacts during the contest period is not allowed. Requesting packet/cluster spotting violates the spirit of the contest. No cross-band contacts are allowed. Scoring: Alabama stations add up the total number of (states + counties + DXCC entities) worked on each band. The final score is this total number (states + counties + entities) multiplied times the total number of contacts. SSB, CW, and FM contacts count separately. Rover stations can be worked for additional credit once they change counties. Rovers can earn a bonus of 500 points for each county in which a minimum of 10 QSO’s are made; non-Alabama Stations add up the total number of AL counties worked on each band. The final score is this total number of counties multiplied times the total number of AL stations contacted. A special award will be offered to anyone who manages to work all 67 counties. Send logs to The Alabama QSO Party, 4525 Eastern Hills Lane, Cottondale, AL 35453. E-mail to dxcc@dbtech.net; web page at: web.dbtech.net/~dxcc/rules1.htm

W1AW Qualifying Runs are 10 PM EDT, Tuesday, September 4, and 7 PM EDT, Wednesday, September 19. The K6YR West Coast Qualifying Run will be at 9 PM PDT on Wednesday, September 5. Check the W1AW schedule for details.
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(
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER SUMMARY

(Courtesy Of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM)

(
September, 2001

All Asian

DX Contest, SSB 
0000Z, Sep 1
-
2400Z, Sep 2

CCCC Contest

(23 Hz RTTY) 
0000Z
-
2359Z, Sep 1

IARU Region 1

Field Day, SSB 
1300Z, Sep 1
-
1300Z, Sep 2

MI QRP Labor Day

CW Sprint 
2300Z, Sep 3
-
0300Z, Sep 4

WAE DX Contest

SSB 
0000Z, Sep 8
-
2359Z, Sep 9

SLP Competition

(SWL) 
0000Z, Sep 8
-
2400Z, Sep 9

ARRL September

VHF QSO Party 
1800Z, Sep 8
-
0300Z, Sep 10

North American

Sprint, CW 
0000Z
-
0400Z, Sep 9

ARCI End of

Summer 

PSK31 Sprint 
2000Z
-
2400Z, Sep 9

YLRL Howdy Days 
1400Z, Sep 14
-
0200Z, Sep 16

AGB NEMIGA

Contest 
2100Z
-
2300Z, Sep 14

Air Force

Anniversary

QSO Party 
0001Z, Sep 15
-
2359Z, Sep 16

ARRL 10 GHz

Cumulative Contest 
0800 local
-
2000 local, Sep 15 and


0800 local
-
2000 local, Sep 16

Scandinavian Activity Contest, CW 
1200Z, Sep 15
-
1200Z, Sep 16

Washington State

Salmon Run 
1600Z, Sep 15
-
0700Z, Sep 16 and


1600Z
-
2400Z, Sep 16

North American

Sprint, SSB 
0000Z
-
0400Z, Sep 16

Tennessee

QSO Party 
1800Z, Sep 16
-
0100Z, Sep 17

SLP Competition

(SWL) 
0000Z, Sep 22
-
2400Z, Sep 23

Scandinavian Activity Contest SSB 
1200Z, Sep 22
-
1200Z, Sep 23

Panama Anniversary Contest 
1200Z
-
2359Z, Sep 23

CQ/RJ Worldwide

DX Contest, RTTY 
0000Z, Sep 29
-
2400Z, Sep 30

ARCI Fall QSO Party 
1200Z, Sep 29
-
2400Z, Sep 30

Texas QSO Party 
1400Z, Sep 29
-
0200Z, Sep 30 and


1400Z
-
2000Z, Sep 30

Louisiana QSO Party 
1400Z, Sep 29
-
0200Z, Sep 30 and


1400Z
-
2000Z, Sep 30

Anatolian DX

Contest 
1600Z, Sep 29
-
2400Z, Sep 30











October, 2001

TARA 

PSK31 Rumble 
0000Z
-
2400Z,

Oct 6

Oceania DX Contest, Phone 
0800Z, Oct 6
-
0800Z,

Oct 7

EU Autumn Sprint,

SSB 
1500Z
-
1859Z,

Oct 6

California QSO Party 
1600Z, Oct 6
-
2200Z,

Oct 7

QCWA QSO Party 
1900Z, Oct 6
-
1900Z,

Oct 7

Iberoamericano Contest 
2000Z, Oct 6
-
2000Z,

Oct 7

RSGB 21/28 MHz

Contest, SSB 
0700Z
-
1900Z,

Oct 7

10-10 Day Sprint 
0001Z
-
2400Z,

Oct 10

YLRL Anniversary

Party, CW 
1400Z, Oct 10
-
0200Z,

Oct 12

ARRL International

EME Competition 
0000Z, Oct 13
-
2359Z,

Oct 14

Oceania DX

Contest, CW 
0800Z, Oct 13
-
0800Z,

Oct 14

EU Autumn Sprint,

CW 
1500Z
-
1859Z,

Oct 13

Pennsylvania

QSO Party 
1600Z, Oct 13
-
0500Z,

Oct 14 and


1300Z
-
2200Z,

Oct 14

FISTS Fall Sprint 
1700Z
-
2100Z,

Oct 13

North American

Sprint, RTTY 
0000Z
-
0400Z,

Oct 14

JARTS WW RTTY

Contest 
0000Z, Oct 20
-
2400Z,

Oct 21

Worked All Germany Contest 
1500Z, Oct 20
-
1459Z,

Oct 21

Asia-Pacific Sprint,

CW 
0000Z
-
0200Z,

Oct 21

RSGB 21/28 MHz

Contest, CW 
0700Z
-
1900Z,

Oct 21

Illinois QSO Party 
1800Z, Oct 21
-
0200Z,

Oct 22

YLRL Anniversary

Party, SSB 
1400Z, Oct 24
-
0200Z,

Oct 26

CQ Worldwide DX

Contest, SSB 
0000Z, Oct 27
-
2400Z,

Oct 28

SLP Competition

(SWL) 
0000Z, Oct 27
-
2400Z,

Oct 28

10-10 International

Fall Contest, CW 
0001Z, Oct 27
-
2400Z,

Oct 28
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Doctor DX


Dear Doctor DX:

Amaze me in your own unique way…

Signed: Ke Bord

Dear Qwerty:

From the NY Times, August 27, 2001

The Amazing Dr. DX

I.B.M. Creates a Tiny Circuit Out of Carbon

By KENNETH CHANG

In another step toward post-silicon computers, I.B.M. scientists have built a computer circuit out of a single strand of carbon. The I.B.M. circuit performs only a single, simple operation - flipping a "true" to "false" and vice versa - but it marks the first time that a device made of carbon strands known as nanotubes has been able to carry out any sort of logic. It is also the first logic circuit made from a single molecule. At least another year or two of research is needed before I.B.M. can even evaluate whether a practical computer chip can be manufactured from nanotubes, said Dr. Phaedon Avouris, manager of nanoscale science at IBM Research and the lead scientist on the project.

But the fact that the researchers were able to build the circuit raises hopes that nanotubes could be used for processors that pack up to 10,000 times more transistors in the same amount of space. Dr. Avouris declined to speculate when a chip with nanotube circuitry might appear commercially, but he described nanotubes as "the best candidate from what we've seen" in the emerging field of molecular electronics.

A nanotube, which resembles a rolled-up tube of chicken wire, is about one hundred-thousandth the thickness of a human hair. Its thinness, only about 10 atoms wide, makes it a promising candidate for faster and smaller computer chips. It takes its name from nanometer, a unit of measurement one-billionth of a meter long, which is a convenient length for specifying molecular dimensions.

In the latest research, the scientists succeeded in hooking up two of these devices to perform the true-false flipping operation. Even more remarkably, the two devices exist along sections of the same nanotube. This function - a "not" operator - is one of three fundamental logic operations that underlie all computer calculations.

To build the circuit, the researchers draped a single nanotube on a silicon wafer over three parallel gold electrodes, added a layer of polymer between two of the electrodes and then sprinkled some potassium atoms on top. All of the carbon nanotube transistors built previously were positive-type transistors, meaning that they carried current via empty spaces, or "holes," in the sea of electrons that act like positive charges. The sprinkled potassium atoms added enough electrons to the nanotube that its behavior changed to that of a negative-type transistor, where the current is carried by electrons. The piece of nanotube sprinkled with potassium atoms acted like a negative-type transistor; the section protected under the polymer layer remained a positive-type transistor. The combination of the two transistors formed a "not" operator, flipping an incoming voltage signal to an opposite output signal.

The ability to change positive-type transistors to negative-type is "a very neat trick" said Dr. Uzi Landman, a professor of physics at the Georgia Institute of Technology. The logic circuit is about one-15,000th of an inch wide - larger than the equivalent silicon structure - but Dr. Avouris said that it could eventually be shrunk so that 10,000 nanotube transistors fit in the space taken up by one current-day silicon transistor. "In principle, it can be that small," he said. "It's a matter of just making the connections."

The I.B.M. researchers are now trying to build the more complicated "and" and "or" operators and tie them together into more complex circuits.
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Want to become a member of the OKDXA? Contact Jerry Chouinard, K5YAA, 7477 Heather Dr. Claremore, OK 74017

Have some DX News? Contact Nelson Derks, AC5UP, 13410 South 128th East Ave. Broken Arrow, OK 74011

E-Mail to: k5yaa@aol.com or ac5up@vei.net – Visit the OKDXA Web Page  http://www.qsl.net/okdxa

OKDXA NET  ( EVERY MONDAY EVENING AT 6:30PM (  3860 kHz +/-QRM

September, 2001





* Our Monthly C&E Special from your friends at FUBAR ShaZamaHamaTronics of Spokogee *





Introducing Another ShaZamaHamaTronics Exclusive: 


( THE DX-MAN MORSE TRAINER (


THIS HAS TO BE THE MOST SIGNIFICANT PRODUCT WE’VE EVER OFFERED!





Ask any WORLD CLASS DX’ER and THEY WILL TELL YOU:  If you want to WORK DX LIKE THE BIG GUNS,


THE KEY TO THE DX UNIVERSE IS ABSOLUTE FLUENCY IN CW AS A SECOND LANGUAGE !!!





That’s why ShaZamaHamaTronics broke technology barriers to develop the new DX-MAN MORSE TRAINER that makes


CW a part of your everyday language skills. The concept is simple, the technology incredible, and the results are FANTASTIC !


The DX-MAN takes the latest voice recognition technology and miniaturizes it to fit into a convenient Walkman-size device that plugs into your stereo headphones. Flip the switch, and you’ll be delighted as the DX-MAN MORSE TRAINER works its magic


teaching you to become a WORLD-CLASS CW OPERATOR by translating PLAIN ENGLISH WORDS INTO PERFECT CW !!!


The auto-speed feature assures YOU WON’T MISS ANYTHING as the DX-MAN ADDS CW AT JUST THE RIGHT TIME !!!


Imagine watching Gone With The Wind as Rhett turns to Tara and says: “Frankly my dear, I don’t give a  _..  ._  _ _  _. “ !!!


Or the thrill of a classic Henny Youngman routine when he says: “Take my N5UW,   ._ _.  ._..  .  ._  …  . “ !!!





As Cletus B. Liddley, A5LID of Bokchito, OK says: “ Wow! The Beatles “I Am The Walrus” at 35 WPM is AWESOME ! “


Plus, the DX-MAN IS 100% GUARANTEED TO MAKE EVERY THREE STOOGES EPISODE A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE !!!





CALL  1-900-I-AM-A-LID  TO ORDER YOURS TODAY !!!


Be Sure to mention you saw it in the Collector & Emitter – Visit us on the Web at http://www.buzzflash.com
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