ELECTRONICS ARE NOW HAZARDOUS WASTE
Hazardous waste regulations changed on February 9, 2006 and now require that most electronic items be recycled or be brought to a Household Hazardous Waste Collection Center (HHWCC). The significant change is that all items with printed circuit boards or batteries can no longer be discarded as trash.
HHWCC previously accepted TVs and computer monitors but not radios and computer CPUs with motherboards; now, these items are accepted free of charge and must not be placed in trash cans as landfill waste.

The expanded list of electronic items now accepted at no cost at HHWCC includes:

· Flat panel TVs and TV monitors
· Any item containing a CRT or printed circuit board
· Computer CPUs, keyboards and disk drives

· Cell and cordless phones

· Stereos and game consoles

· Microwave ovens

Batteries of all kinds and sizes and even novelty items containing batteries such as singing greeting cards and flashing athletic shoes must be brought to a HHWCC.
Fluorescent lamps (tubes and newer compact high-efficiency lamps), mercury thermometers, mercury thermostats and mercury switches all must be brought to a HHWCC.
The above items are new to the list of hazardous waste since February. Other hazardous waste includes motor oil, household cleaners, solvents, paints, stains, insecticides, garden chemicals and partially-used aerosol cans.
Some local cities have free HHWCC. The Anaheim HHWCC is located at 1071 N. Blue Gum Street (between the 91 and 57 freeways at the corner of La Palma and Blue Gum) and accepts hazardous waste from all Orange County residential households free of charge; business waste is not accepted. This HHWCC is open Tuesday through Saturday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. The Anaheim HHWCC is co-located with the recycling center for aluminum cans and glass and plastic bottles; but, follow the signs around the building for the HHWCC and stay in your car! You will be required to complete a simple form and the HHWCC personnel will remove the hazardous waste from your car or truck. Did I say it is FREE?
The Anaheim HHWCC separates still-usable cleaners, paints and garden chemicals and provides them free-of-charge for your further use. Visit their well-organized re-distribution center and help yourself!
You can get more information about household hazardous waste and find other HHWCC at www.oclandfills.com/hhwcc.asp or call 714-834-6752.

So, don’t throw your old ham radios with circuit boards and batteries into you trash can! Instead, find and use your local HHWCC.
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