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DR. SETIS STARSHIP

Searching For The Ultimate DX

Remembering WEFIS, the Father of SETI

legend, and an honored friend. I have

been informed by his son Hert that
Professor Philip Mooison, co-author of
the warld's first serious scientific paper
on SETT, passed away quietly at home on
Uriday, April 22, 2005, 1le was 89 years
ol age,

L. Philip Morrizon, Instituie Professor
and Professor of Physics at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of lTechnology. was a
distinguished theoretical astrophysicist
and a proneer o the search for extrater-
resirial mntellipence through radio com-
munication, He authored scoves of books,
produced television documentaries, and
lectured Llirelessly around the world,
despite the physical limitations imposed
upon him by pust-polio syodrome, In one
of his many roles as a science educator,
Dr. Morrison served on the board of advi-
sors for the television science series
WOV ALY Tnanother role, be was colum-
nist and book reviewer for Scienific
American. Tn yel o third, il was Phil
Morrison who chaired NASA'S early
study prowms on SETLL

MAlong with most of the bright young
physicisis of his peneration, Phil Mor-
rison spent the war vears working on the
Wanhattan Project. the development of
the first atomic bomb, Unlilke many of his
Los Alamos collcagues, he went on o
bovime a1 staunch pacilisl, anti-war
activist, opponent of nuclear prolitera
fiom, amd a co-lfounder of the Federalion
of Atomic Scientists (later known as the
Federation of American Scientists). T
asked him, just o few vears ago, it he
regrerted his warlime achivitics.

*“On the whole, no,” was his paradoxi-
cal reply. “At the time, we helieved
Germany was close to developing an
atomic bomb, Even when they failed 1o
do so, ending the war with Japan re-
mained a priority. The regrettable bomb-
ings of Hiroshimaand Nagasaki did bring
that conflict to an end. and saved count-
less tens of thousands of lives on both
sides. My only regret iz the dark period
that Collowed.™

lt grieves me o report the passing of o

“Exectivive Divector, The SETT League, Inc,,
SHwHLERleagie. org >
e-mils wnlicE yenleague. org>

Undeniably one of the patriarchs of
SETI, Protessor Morrison had long since
oone inactive on the ham bands when in
1959 he coauthored “Searching ftor
Interstellar Communications™ in the
British science journal Mofure, His boy-
hood interest in amatewr radio had moti-
vated his inlerest in esploring the feasi-
bility of microwaves for interstellar
communication. During SETTs Golden
Ape, he inspired a whole gencration of
engineers and scientists, including the
tounders of The SET1 League, to think
heyond human lHimitations,

Omna personal note, my own 5L mnrer-
ests were motivaled by Tolliwing in Phil
Maornison's footsteps (albeit from a dis
tance of 30 years), As an electrical engi-
neering undergraduale at the Carnegle
Institute of Technology, 1 had the privi-
lege of operating W3INKIL the campus
ham radio station Phil had founded three
decades prior. From Carnagie Tech, Phil
wenlon W earn a Ph.Dx from the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley. Many years
later, so did 1. Phil encouwraged my SETI
League eftforts thom the start. He did me
the great honor of writing the jackel hlurh
for my hyperiest book Tune In The
Lndverse! (copyright © 2001, ARRL).
comiributed  gencrously o The SETI
Lzague of his time and financial re-
sources, and over the veuars becams a
close friend and mentor,

Phil Morrison is rememberad as much
tor his modesty as for his energy. Wearly
a decade apo, on November Tth, my wite
Buriel and | happened o beinCambridge
A, where Twas Lo inlerview thal vear™s
crop of outstanding MIT and Harvard
graduate students, We rang up Phil’s wilc
and longtime collaborator, the late Phiylis
Morrison, and asked if we could get
tygether. She immedisicly  supgested
their favorite Japanese restaurant, where
we met, dined, and talked unil closing
time, wherenpon Phil insisted on picking
up thecheck. U'romthe restaurant, the four
of us wenl o the Morrisons” modest
Cambridge flat, where we proceaded ta
sit up hall the nighl, enguging in one of
the free-wheeling and intellectually stim
vlating canversations for which the Mor-
risons were noted.

Phil Morrison und the author’s wife,

Muriel Hvkes, shave their favorite rech-

mical jowrmal, at o BioAsironomy Con-
ference in fralv in 1996,

A week bater, having returned home, |
began working on an essay which was 10
include a menrion of Phil and his contri-
butions Lo Lhe art and science of SETL In
order to get my tacts sraight. 1 thumbed
through my well-worn copy of David
Swift's SETT Pioneers to Phil’s biogra-
phy and was shocked to read his date of
hirth—Movember 7, 1915, W had spenl
the whole evening of his 30th birthday
together, and neither Phil nor Phylis had
said w word about it

| rang up Phil, and asked, “Why didn’t
wou tell me it was vour birthday?™ He
replied, *Because it vou had known, you
mighr nat have come,”

My last telephone conversation with
Phil Morrison ocenrred seven weeks ago,
ax [ wrile this, following the death of my
own father {they were of the same zen-
eration ). T expressed concern Tor Phil’s
health, and we made plans to celebrate
his YOth hirthday, next Movember Tth, A
father Mguee W many of os, Phil Mor-
rison’s death leaves a void thar can never
he Filled—bui T feel compelled w Ly,
When | grow up, I want to be just like
Phil Mowrison, T3, Paul, NATX
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