An excellent article, but, . .

Mr. Mork's excellent article, A User’s View of
Charge Coupled Device Imaging”' (Spring 1992),
contained an unfortunste factual error, which
wias then compounded by a mathematical error, |
refer to his report on page 66 of the frequency of
the world's record loser QS0 as **7.5 = 10 He
(7.5 teruHertz)."" Since Tern (and yes, it should
be wapltalized) represests 1012, the frequency list-
ed should, of course, have been T30 THi.

Chnly that was not the frequency KYTH and
WATLYT octunlly used fot their record shot
Seven hundred nd Tty THe is just at the boun-
dary of visible and uliravioler light (see Figare
1), sid the contact used visible light. | kmow,
Bevause 1've seen the videotape, and the signal
was surely visible o my eve, which doein’t re-
spond to 750 THe, Besides, *‘they observed a
beam spread of 250 feet ai the detector,” 5o the
signal must have been visible,

Helinm Cadmiiim lisers can operate in several
modes, and can produce both visible and wltra-
violet outputs, The most cammaed of these de-
vices {produced by Ommichrome, Liconics, and
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Mihon Dempa Kojyo Co. Lid,, among others)
produce signals ar 325 nm (o frequency of 923.1
THz) and 441.6 nm {which corresponds fo 6793
THz). This latter frequency corresponds 1o blue
vistble light, and since the laser beam in the
yideotape appeared blue to my eye, | suspeot 1his
miode was being utilieed.
| art aware of no HeCd laser which operates
ut or nesr 750 THz, although that'y close to the
answer you get i you enleulste the geometric
mean of the blue and 1V HeCd modes. There i
an interesting **white lght laser™ produced by
Mihon Dempa Kojvo, which produces 40 mW of
output distributed hetween the wavelengihs of
£33.7 mm. 537.8 nm, and 635.nm. Taken 1ogeth-
er, these spectral componenis appeads guite white.
The highest ouput power HeCd of which | am
aware comes from Omnichrome, and puts out 150
mW of decidedly blue light. 1'd like 1o get my
hands on two of those for @ record attempt!
De. H. Paul Schuch, N6TX
Professor of Elecironics
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