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     The New River Valley   

       Amateur Radio Club
     PO Box 1909, Dublin, VA 24084

    (540) – 674 - 1200

    Website:  www.qsl.net/n4nrv 
December 4, 2010
It is our privilege to extend an invitation to you to renew your membership in the NRVARC.  If you have not been recently involved in a local amateur radio organization, we encourage you to accept this invitation to visit our club and become acquainted with members of the amateur radio community from the New River Valley, who are involved in a wide range of engaging and most enjoyable amateur radio activities. 

Activities range from participation in the local ARES (amateur radio emergency communication services) teams, the provision of daylong communications for public service events such as the 125 mile Mountains of Misery Bike Ride and the 14 - 78 mile Wilderness Road Bike Ride, and participation in the ARRL Field Day where camaraderie rules the day and night with a 24 hour long communications event that establishes contacts worldwide using various modes of amateur radio.
For those who are interested in severe weather events, the amateur radio spotter system works in close cooperation with the National Weather Service Office in Blacksburg.  SKYWARN nets are often activated and cover the NWS 40+ counties that are located in Virginia, West Virginia and North Carolina. Amateur radio spotters report in real-time the specifics of weather conditions to the Blacksburg NWS office via WX Spots software and/or the SKYWARN Repeater Network. Our organization’s repeater, N4NRV - 147.180, is part of this important network.
Looking back over 2010, one of our major events was ARRL Field Day which was held for the second year at the Randolph Park Complex in Dublin.  Using an expansive array of antennas and portable communications gear powered by batteries and/or generators, local hams and the visiting public contributed to the excellent participation.  You may visit our website located at http: //www.qsl.net/n4nrv/ to enjoy the photos from prior field days.

Our monthly programs have been quite interesting. Programs ranged from HF & VHF digital communications, antenna construction, emergency preparedness issues, and club-sponsored Amateur Radio Emergency Service events.  A seasoned and longtime emergency communications operator and ECOMM planner, Glen Sage, W4GHS, of Hillsville, recently provided us with an inside perspective and hands-on view of his 17 foot, specially equipped communications trailer.  Noteworthy is that Glen also provided substantial communications assistance to various localities in Louisiana during Hurricane Katrina.
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On January 9, 2010, we held our annual dinner meeting where the attending visitors and members enjoyed the opportunity to visit and reminisce regarding the past year’s activities. Rick Armstrong, KX4SO, a long-standing member of the New River Valley Amateur Radio Club, addressed the dinner attendees on his recent visit to North Korea where he served on a team establishing basic utility infrastructure in an extremely rural area. His electrical engineering background was of substantial aid in overcoming the challenges of the installation and operation of a unique solar powered water storage system.
All amateur radio operators are welcome to check into our weekly nets. The repeater frequency is 147.180 (offset is + 600 with a PL Tone of 103.5). The NRVARC Two Meter Net meets each Sunday evening at 8:00 p.m. with the Montgomery/Pulaski County Amateur Radio Emergency Services Net meeting each Thursday evening at 8:00 p.m.  If you are a new amateur radio operator, these nets afford you the opportunity to understand net control operation in a relaxed setting.  
With respect to our organization’s membership fees, the annual fee is $30 and covers all amateur radio operators residing in the same household. Whether you are renewing your membership or applying for new membership, please complete and return the attached membership application with your check for the annual fee.  Your check should be payable to the New Valley Amateur Radio Club and forwarded to Pete Burkey, W3WEQ, Treasurer, 1375 Providence Blvd, Christiansburg, VA 24073.  Please note that the membership fee is due and payable on or by January 01, 2011.
We also encourage your attendance at our organization’s monthly meetings held at 7:30 pm on the fourth Monday of each month from February through November. Presently, we meet at the Christiansburg Public Library located off Depot Street behind the Christiansburg Fire and Rescue Building. 
                              For more information regarding the New River Valley Amateur Radio Club and its activities, 
y                            you are encouraged to contact Roger Bell or Danny Wylam.   
                              Roger Bell, N4FPA - Vice President                    Danny Wylam, AI4RC - Secretary

                              PO Box 1909, Dublin, VA 24084                         710 McDaniel Dr., Christiansburg, VA 24073
                              (540) 674-1200 or (540) 980-7118
                   (540) 382-9439



 

                              Email: rrbell@hotmail.com                                    Email: dwylam@verizon.net 
We look forward to hearing from you and to your participation in the New River Valley Amateur Radio Club.      

73’s,

 P                             Roger R. Bell, II                                                           Pete Burkey

                                N4FPA, Vice President – NRVARC                            W3WEQ, Treasurer – NRVARC           
