HE MARCONI TYPE 363 series

ol keys, much beloved by many

merchant marine Radio Officers
has a long history, Sometimes referred as
the "Marconi Classic’, this article is a
compendium ol information on the range
of modcels, This is by no means complete
and additional information which
confirms or clarifies the history, design
and use of these keys would be very
welcome.

Type 365

The first model was the Type 365 (with
no letter suffix), The exact year of
mtroduction is unelear but lirst relerenees
toitscem o be in 1935, The bakelile sub-
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base was fitted onto an aluminium base,
with an aluminium cover awached 1o the
base by a threaded rod and a knurled nut,
The fulcrum was supported by roller
bearings countersunk into the inner walls
of the assembly. The base and cover of
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The first Type 365. [t has no yvear designafion. The first refarance found fo this version is dated 1935,
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the later models were made of
brass, probably becanse salt-
luden armospheres comoded the
aluminiwm.

Model 36354

MNext came the 365A, of
which there were two versions,
ong with roller bearings and the
other with sleeve bearings. They
were painted ina variety ol shades
ofhlues and grey. Tt wascommon
for Radio Officers to remove the
pamt gnd palish the brass, The
cover was sometimes uscd as the
radic room ash tray, The 3635 ancd
3654 models were [lled with
auxiliary contacts at the rear o

Type 2854 with roller bearings. The paint has been removad 1o reveal the Drasswors.
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Typa 3658 with roller bearings.

desensitise the receivers on “key-down’
and an carth post was Ditted at the rear
right-hand side of the base.

Model 3658

The 365B scems lo have been
introduced in the early 1940s. There 1s
also reference to it an “Oceanspan VI'
manual of 1962. Again there were two
versions, fitted either with sleeve orroller
bearings. It was fitted with a kev-click
SUppPression Circuit comprising two coils
al the rear with capacitors and resistors
under the base.

Sleeve vs Roller Bearings
Some people are of the opinion
that early models were fitted with sleeve
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Type 3658 wilh siseve bearings.
beanngs and that the roller beanngs were
mtroduced later, Others believe that the
keys were originally designed with roller
bearings and that the sleeve bearings
were introduced during WWI1I whenthere
was a shortage of roller bearings.

Twpe 971 vs 365 Keys

The Type 971 was introduced in
the late 19405 and continued until the
late 19505 but it proved so unpapular
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Type 365C - note that o
has only one key-click
suppression coil (itted,

with Radio Officers
that the Marconi
Company had to
bring back the 365
models. There was a
shortage of the latter ; =

at the various depots ] S e
and  keys were R e :
assemblediromspare  Anosher version of the 3650 - The D versions were possibly made from
parts, hence some  spare parts at the various Marconi depots.
keys were o ArT e
incomplete, e B
no sleeve on
the arms. one
key-click
suppression
coil instead of
lwa or no
auxiliary
contacts. Some
believe that
these  keys
w e I e
designated
365C and
3650 but tus
cannot be L
confirmoed. The pagapuiar Type 971,

MAM74 — Marei/Aq prif 2001 .72

Phota/Cellection: Wiyn Davies




FhotwCollection: Wyn Davies -

oL

Type 385EF and FZ — bath versions are visually ine sama.

J6SEZ and 3657

In the late
1460s Type 365EZ
and FZ keys ap-
peared but differ-
ences between the
two models are
neghizible, An'FZ'
has been noted with
only one coil fited
tor the base. These
models were fitted
with a diecast aln-
mininm  cover
made by the
Eddystone Com-

pany.

Final Key

Thefinal key made
by the Marcomi
Company was the

Tvpe EZ30 but it lacked the 'feel’ of the

lovely 3655,
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(Special thanks fo Geoff Arnald, John
Francis and Murray Wilfer who

cemtributed information to this article)
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The final Marconi kay, Tvpe EZ 50 with the cover removed.
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