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Presi dent - Jeff N1DJS
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Sec re tary - Jerry KB8PVY
Treas urer - Dot KB8TQU

G.A.R.C.MEETING MINUTES 2/12/98
The meet ing was called to or der by Club Presi dent, Jeff N1DJS, at 7:05 pm. The Presi dent
in quired of the dam age as sess ment dem on stra tion that was sched uled for the last meet ing, 
Jerry KB8PVY, re ported that Bob Arm strong of the Red Cross was no ti fied that we will not
have a meet ing on Fe bu rary, 5 due to the bad weather. The Red Cross will be no ti fied and
try to get an other sched ule for our March meet ing. Jane Ca hall from the Com mis sion ers
will re sched ule the EMA train ing that was to be held at the fair grounds last week on Fe bu 
rary 5th. Ama teur Ra dio classes spon sored by the DeFor est ra dio club are in prog ress.Dis 
cus sion on the events for our club for the up com ing year.

1.1. Adopt a high way pro gram sug gested by Jerry, KB8PVY.A mo tion for KB8PVY to re 
search this proj ect by Jutta, N1WJM and sec onded by Roy NL7FK. Mo tion car ried by
the mem ber ship.

2.2. Grants birth day Hal KB8SUM and Roy NL7FK will re search this proj ect.
3.3. Field Day to be dis cussed at a fu ture meet ing for the time and place.
4.4. Pic nics to be held with other clubs and some for our own club. Will dis cuss at fu ture

meet ings.
5.5. Day ton Ham fest par tici pa tion,will also dis cussed at fu ture meet ing.
6.6. Spring raf fle. Mo tion by Russ N8CGO and sec onded by Roy NL7FK to have this raf 

fle.Mo tion car ried by the mem ber ship.Af ter a short dis cus sion on what will be raf fled,
it was de cided that a Ken wood TM-V7A dual band blue faced mo bile will be the prize.
Roy NL7FK,John K8RJ,and Al WB8UJM, will take care of this raf fle. Meet ing break at 
8:05 pm. Meet ing back to or der at 8:15 pm.

7.7. It was de cided that there would be no fair ac tivi ties this year.
8.8. Ama teur ra dio class to be held on Fe bu rary 28. Mo tion by Roy NL7FK and sec onded by

John K8RJ, to have the club spon sor this class. Mo tion car ried by the mem ber ship af ter 
a short dis cus sion of pos si ble con flict with the De For est club hav ing classes at this
time. The class will be held at the ABCAP build ing in George town.

9.9. Spon sors for our news let ter. Any one hav ing knowl edge of spon sors that would be in ter 
ested in our news let ter,should con tact Lisa KF4JNX, Lisa will then make the ar range 
ments. 

An hon or ary life time mem ber ship in our club will be pre sented to the owner of the 146.730
re peater. Jeff N1DJS will pres ent this to him. 

See meet ing min utes con tin ued later in newsletter

March Meet ing Cook ies
Polly - KC8CZC

March Net Con trol
John - K8RJ



NET TO MEET YOU
(N1DJS) The Cin cin nati FM Club is
very pleased to host two im por tant nets: 

WARN (Weather Ama teur Ra dio Net 
work) is the lo cal weather spot ting or 
gani za tion as so ci ated with the Na tional
Weather Serv ice. WARN op er ates on
146.88 upon re quest from the NWS.
WARN con ducts a train ing nets on the
same fre quency on Wednes day eve nings 
at 7:30 PM lo cal time dur ing se vere
weather sea son. 

The Tri-State Network for Young
Amateurs is a training net for young
amateurs and meets on the 146.88
repeater at 8:30 PM on Tuesdays. 

FCC COMPUTER SYSTEM DOWN
The FCC says it hopes to have its Ama teur Ra dio li cens ing com puter sys tem, down
since Feb ru ary 10, back on line by Feb ru ary 21. No pa per or elec tronic ap pli ca tions
have been proc essed since the com puter sys tem stopped func tion ing. 

FCC sources at trib ute the situa tion to a com bi na tion of prob lems and say three peo -
ple are work ing on it. Late word from Get tys burg was that per son nel will try to pro -
cess data sub mit ted on Feb ru ary 11 and 12 by VECs. If all goes well, the FCC will
have an up dated file avail able for Inter net call sign serv ers on Feb ru ary 21. The
FCC’s com puter sys tem has failed be fore, but never for this long. 

Again pend ing suc cess ful test ing, on Feb ru ary 23 the FCC plans to ask VECs to
send on the ap pli ca tions they ’ve been hold ing back at the FCC’s re quest. 

The situa tion has frus trated those who have been hop ing to learn their new call
signs or to check on up dated li cens ing status. Call sign serv ers on the Inter net also
have been af fected. 

Earlier this week, the FCC apologized to VECs and asked them to not file any
Amateur Radio applications. “We are sorry for the inconvenience,” the FCC said. 

US TO PARTICIPATE IN GUEST LICENSE ARRANGEMENT
(Webline) US ama teurs soon will not need to ap ply for re cip ro cal li censes in or der to op er ate dur ing short vis its to most Euro 
pean coun tries. While an of fi cial an nounce ment still may be a few weeks away, it’s been learned the US re quest to par tici pate
in the Euro pean guest li cense ar range ment has been ap proved. Simi larly, most Euro pean hams vis it ing the US no longer will
have to sub mit FCC Form 610A. 

Last Sep tem ber, the US State De part ment ap plied for US par tici pa tion in the Euro pean Con f er ence of Postal and Tele com mu 
ni ca tions Admini stra tions (CEPT) Ama teur Ra dio li cens ing sys tem. A hold ers of a CEPT li cense can op er ate in CEPT-
 participating coun tries with out hav ing to ap ply for a re cip ro cal li cense. 

Ap proval of the US re quest came in late Janu ary at a meet ing of the CEPT Ra dio Regu la tory Work ing Group (WGRR), in Gron 
in gen, The Neth er lands. The Euro pean Ra dio com mu ni ca tions Of fice (ERO) has been in structed to of fi cially no tify the FCC of
the de ci sion ap prov ing US par tici pa tion. 

The State De part ment’s ac tion came at the urg ing of the ARRL that the US take ad van tage of the CEPT Rec om men da tion T/R
61-01 ar range ments and is sue a li cense that would be rec og nized by CEPT- participating ad mini stra tions and would be valid
for brief vis its. Also last fall, the FCC pro posed amend ing the Ama teur Ra dio rules to make it eas ier for hams hold ing a CEPT
li cense or an In ter na tional Ama teur Ra dio Per mit (IARP) to op er ate dur ing short vis its to the US. 

Un der the soon- to- be- implemented ar range ment, a US Tech ni cian li cense would be rec og nized as a CEPT Class 2 (VHF- only)
li cense, with full privi leges above 30 MHz. Hold ers of Tech Plus through Ex tra tick ets would be given a CEPT Class 1 li cense,
with full privi leges on HF and VHF. Nov ice li cen sees would not be eli gi ble for a CEPT equiva lent li cense since most CEPT
coun tries don’t of fer a li cense of this type. Once the ERO for mally ad vises the FCC of the de ci sion, the FCC must com plete the
steps to im ple ment the par tici pa tion be fore CEPT li cens ing can be come ef fec tive. 

“We’ve been urging the Commission to do this since 1991,” said ARRL Executive Vice President David Sumner, K1ZZ. “Now
that CEPT has given the green light, we hope the FCC will step on the gas.” 

CUSHCRAFT CONTINUES IN HAM MARKET; HIRES NEW VEEP
(Webline) Cush craft says re ports of its de mise in the ham ra dio mar ket have been greatly ex ag ger ated. Cush craft Pro duc tion
Man ager Art Ham ble ton, K1ART, says the New Hamp shire an tenna manu fac turer is still very much a part of the Ama teur Ra 
dio an tenna in dus try. Ru mors that Cush craft was ex it ing the ham mar ket ap par ently mush roomed when word spread of some 
lay offs at Cush craft. Ham ble ton con firmed that a cou ple of peo ple had been let go and that Cush craft had cut back on its ad ver 
tis ing in ham ra dio pub li ca tions, and he at trib uted the moves to budg et ary cut backs. 

Ham ble ton an nounced this week that Cush craft has hired Adam Alevy, N1FXT, of Am herst, New Hamp shire, as its vice presi 
dent of en gi neer ing. Alevy was pre vi ously with At lan tic Mi cro wave of Bol ton, Mas sa chu setts. At At lan tic he de signed VHF
through mil li me ter wave an ten nas for com mu ni ca tions and track ing ap pli ca tions. As director of engineering at Cushcraft,
Hambleton said, Alevy, 34, will manage the engineering group and design antennas in both commercial and amateur radio
markets. 



MARCH CON TEST CAL EN DAR
8th
ARRL In ter na tional DX Con test, phone, see Dec QST, p 102. 

14th- 15th
QCWA QSO Party, spon sored by Quar ter Cen tury Wire less
Assn, from 1900Z Mar 14 un til 1900Z Mar 15 (the sec ond
QCWA QSO Party of the year takes place 1800Z Sep 19 un til
1800Z Sep 20). http://www.te le port.com/~qcwa/qso party.htm.  

Wis con sin QSO Party, spon sored by the West Al lis RAC,
1800Z Mar 15 un til 0100Z Mar 16. CW and phone. 
http://www.execpc.com/WARAC/warac.html. 

Mis souri QSO Party , Spon sored by PHDARA, 1700Z Mar 14
to 2400Z Mar 15. CW and Phone bands 160-10 MHz. 

March 17- 18th
CLARA and Fam ily HF Con test, Phone, spon sored by the Ca -
na dian La dies ARA, from 1700Z Mar 17 un til 1700Z Mar 18. 

March 21- 22th
Alaska QSO Party, spon sored by the South Cen tral ARC, from 
0000Z Mar 21 un til 2400Z Mar 22. 

March 21- 23rd
Ber muda Con test, spon sored by the Ra dio So ci ety of Ber 
muda, 0000Z Mar 21 to 2400Z Mar 22.  http://www.bermuda-
 shorts.com/rsb/rules_1.htm. 

Vir ginia QSO Party, spon sored by the Ster ling Park ARC,
1800Z Mar 21 to 0500Z Mar 22, and 1100Z Mar 22 to 0200Z
Mar 23. 

March 28- 29th
CQ WW WPX Contest , phone, sponsored by CQ Magazine,
from 0000Z Mar 28 until 2400Z Mar 29 (CW is May 30-31). 
n8bjq@erinet.com.

1998 WARN AN NUAL TRAIN ING SES SION 
The an nual se vere weather spot ter train ing ses sion spon sored 
by WARN will be held on Fri day 3/27/98, in the same lo ca tion
as last year. The ses sion will start at 7:30pm. The ad dress and
di rec tions are listed be low. 

This train ing ses sion will be con ducted by the Na tional
Weather Serv ice, WARN, and the Ham il ton County Emer -
gency Man age ment Agency. WARN rec om mends ALL ama -
teur ra dio equipped weather spot ters at tend this ses sion. In
ad di tion to weather train ing (which usu ally in cludes some
really cool tor nado pic tures), ra dio net pro ce dures and WARN
club in for ma tion will be pre sented. 

Di rec tions to the Ameri can Red Cross Blue Ash Of fice 10870
Ken wood Road 

From South bound I-71: 
Right on Pfeif fer Road 

From North bound I-71: 
Left on Pfeif fer Road 

Right on Ken wood Road 
Straight past Creek Road 
Red Cross Build ing is on right at 10780 Ken wood Road 
Park ing is in the rear of the build ing 

For more in for ma tion con tact:
Mike Nie - KB8VMX 
mnie@fuse.net 
513-741-9068 

Amateur Radio Talk-in frequencies are 146.70- and 442.700+

WHY A SPOT TER PRO GRAM?
(Webline) You may be asking yourself “Why does the National Weather Service need a spotter program?” Many people get the
idea that fancy new equipment such as satellites and Doppler radar is all the NWS needs to give accurate warning
information. This is simply not true. When it comes to getting accurate information during potentially severe weather, it’s
hard to beat the human eye. Radar and satellites do not see a tornado. They see indications that a tornado or other severe
weather MAY be occurring. Only the human eye can actually see a tornado, damaging winds, flooding, or large hail.

Another question we hear is “What is ham radio good for during severe weather?” Simply stated, we f eel it is the most efficient
communications channel available for reporting important information to the National Weather Service, quickly. Telephones
are inefficient since only one report can be taken at a time. The first caller gets through on the line even if a more important
call is pending. Ham radio is like a party line. Everyone on the frequency hears everything. This makes it easy to take several
reports in quick succession. It also allows reports to be prioritized.

Ham radio operators with packet radio capability can view current weather reports from the Wilmington NWS office at packet 
node WILWX. Locally, this is on 145.01MHz, but may appear on other frequencies as routed through th e packet network.
Information on this system is taken directly off of the AFOS computers at NWSILN.



ADOPT A HIGHWAY
(KB8PVY) The club is con sid er ing the Adopt A High w ay pro gram, I would like to
take a poll as who would like to be in volved. I con tacted the high way de part ment
and the per son that I talked to ( Dar rell Arm strong ) was very re spon sive.  He gave
some regu la tions that we have to fol low. He will also come to our meet ing and pres -
ent to us the pro ce dures when and if we de cide to do this. 

Here are some of the items that he re layed to me.

1.We have to be in volved for two years.
2.We have to clean up at least four times a year.
3.We can do four lanes or two lanes.
4.We do not clean up me dium strips,( for saf tey rea sons ).
5.It takes about two hours to do the clean up at each ses sion.

The high way de part ment will fur nish,saf tey vests,trash bags,and saf tey signs. The
bene fits are,pub lic re la tions,help ing to keep our en vi ron ment look ing bet ter,and we 
will have signs with our club name on it also the me dia will be no ti fied of our ac tiv -
ity in this proj ect.

 If in ter ested,please con tact me on the ra dio,phone or e mail.
Jerry KB8PVY
e mail - jerry@fam ily.hopewell.net
Phone - 1-937-446-2234

FIELD DAY YEAH OR NAY
(N1DJS) Field Day, that glo ri ous 24 hour pe riod in June when we all get to gether to
so cial ize and make a few con tacts in the name of emer gency pre par ed ness. That’s
how it works in the ory.

The reality is how ever, that you need two op era tors per every sta tion setup, times
the number of times pe ri ods each much op er ate over the 24 hour period. Ide aly, if
you fig ure each op era tor op er ates a 4 hour shift and with 3 sta tions setup (1 HF CW, 
1 HF Phone, and 1 VHF), you’re look ing at 18 op era tors. This doesn’t in clude the
sup port peo ple to help setup, tear down and cook. Do we have even close to that kind
of sup port for a G.A.R.C. Field Day?

At the Feb ru ary meet ing we didn’t find it. If field day is im por tant to you, then
make sure you make it to the March meet ing and voice your opi non, or let an othe r
club mem ber know. A fi nal de ci sion will be made at the March meet ing and your
voice could make the dif fer ence.

A wallet sized card that will have the frequencies and phone numbers that is used
often, was passed around for the member to look at to see if the members had
anything to add. These cards will be laminated and given to he members. 

A motion to send a sympathy card to Doris Kendall,KE4MZJ for the passing of her
husband,Charlie KC4VGF, by Kathie KA8FCX and seconded by Roy NL7FK,
motion carried by the membership. Dot KB8TQU will take care of this. 

Treasury report by Dot KB8TQU. There is $ 4453.36 in the treasury as of this meeting date. Discussi on on club assets. It was
suggested that the club use some of the club monies for some of our activities. Roy NL7FK suggested that we purchase radios
for field day activities. John K8RJ suggested scholarships. Russ N8CGO suggested that we use some money for our own
activities such as, picnics, christmas parties, and other activities. A motion by John K8RJ and seconded by Gordy WB8YGW,
to form a committee to research these activities, motion carried by the membership. Dot KB8TQU, Lisa KF4JNX, and Al
WB8UJM, will be on this committee. 

A motion by John K8RJ and seconded by Rodney WD8CTX, to purchase tables for our Ham Fest and other activities. Al
WB8UJM said that he would share the cost of the tables with the club Motion carried by the membership. A motion to adjourn
by John K8RJ and seconded by Al WB8UJM. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

Meet ing Min utes con tin ued from Page 1

PRESIDENTS VIEW
(N1DJS) Crash ing noises star tle you
awake from your bed at 3:30am and in
the same in stant the power and your
phone go dead. Be fore you’ve had time
to re act, a tor na doe has swept through 
your neigh bor hood and changed your
life for ever.

Weather we like it or not, pre pared or
not, we all are ap proach ing the time of
year where this sce nario is a real pos si -
bil ity for us. Pre tend for a mo ment
that you were one of the lucky ones
and that you, y our loved ones and your 
pos se sions sur vived in tact. What hap -
pens next?

The pow er’s out. Do you have some -
kind of bat tery pow ered com mu ni ca -
tions to call for help for your neigh bors 
who were not so lucky? Could you find
it in the dark? Do you need more than
a rub ber ducky to get into the re -
peater? Is your emer gency an tenna
eas ily ac ces si ble? What happ pens
when our lo cal ra dio club gets called
into ac tion by Brown County EMA, in
a mo ments no tice? Do you have what
it takes to re spond? Ques tions, ques -
tions, so many ques tions! Friends of
mine in the Or lando area struggled
with just the above men tioned ques -
tions in just the same sce nario. But
these are ques tions that you can have
an swers for now. 

Part of the way we jus tify keep ing the
bil lions of dol lars worth of band width
that we ama teurs use, is by com ing
through for our com mu nity in times of
dis as ter and dis tress, when nor mal
com mu ni ca tions are not avail able,
have failed or are tre men dously over -
loaded. Charge your spare bat ter ies,
lo cate that port able an tenna and fill
out the Emer gency Ref er ence In for ma -
tion found else where in this news let -
ter. If dis as ter ever stikes us, you’ll be
glad you did, and more im por tantly, so 
will our com mu nity!



FOUR!
(N1DJS) No we’re not talk ing about the golf course! In this case, we’re tak ing about
the number of new hams from the in ten sive class held at the end of Feb ru ary. Now
it’s time to wel come these new hams into the Ama teur Ra dio fold and into the Grant 
Ama teur Ra dio Club. 

PRESI DENT FLIES
THE COUP
(N1DJS) This months meet ing is in the
ca pa ble hands of V.P. Lisa KF4JNX, as
the fear less leader and his fi nance min is 
ter is head ing across the pond to visit
fam ily and friends.

Lisa has lots of things to cover at the
March meet ing in clud ing, news let ter
ads yes or no, where to spend our money,
and G.A.R.C. Ac tivi ties for 1998 in clud 
ing field day.

Stop by Thurs day even ing and make her
first turn at the gavel an en joy able one.

WANTED: G.A.R.C. HAMS
(N1DJS) You may have heard the Cin cin nati Chap ter of the red cross test ing their
new and im proved an tenna site in Cin cin nati through the 146.73Mhz ma chine in
the last weeks. This im prove ment was done just so that the could have re li able com -
mu ni ca tions to us dur ing se vere weather times such as the flood ing of Feb ru ary of
1997.

To fur ther show their com mit ment to the hams in our county, they have in vited the
presi dent of the G.A.R.C. To at tend a pro cess im prove ment meet ing to be held in
the lat ter part of March. A full re port of that meet ing will be made avail able at the
April meet ing and on the air dur ing the regu larly sched uled Sun day nite net.

FREE SWL
CONTEST LOGGER
AVAILABLE:
 (Webline) A free SWL logger program,
SDL (Super-Duper for Listeners), is now
available. SDL is a comprehensive
MS-DOS HF contest logger for SWLs.
It’s derived from S D and shares all its
relevant features. SDL  offers direct
support for most international contests.
Some 35 country and area multiplier
reference files are supplied. SDL links to 
Kenwood and Yaesu radios to follow
band and mode changes. It offers fast,
simple logging and editing, and it tracks
multipliers, dupes and points in real
time. It is not designed for post-contest
logging, however. SDL runs under
MS-DOS or in a DOS window with
Windows 3.11, 95 or NT. SDL may be
downloaded from
http://ve7tcp.ampr.org/ftp/software/sd.
SDLCHECK, a post-contest program to
edit SDL  files and to generate printed
logs, multiplier lists, check sheets and
summary sheets. An SDL reflector also
is available. To subscribe, send e-mail to
majordomo@blacksheep.org with the
message “subscribe sd-user”.—Paul
O’Kane, EI5DI 

HAMS HELP
(WA4NDA, AA4HT and oth ers ) Hams pitched in to help in the af ter math of in tense storms and tor na does in Cen tral Flor ida
that killed more than three dozen and in jured hun dreds of oth ers. The tor na does and heavy thun der storms struck early Mon 
day while most peo ple were asleep, sur pris ing the resi dents of the af fected ar eas be tween Day tona Beach and Or lando. Many
were left home less by the storms, now be ing called the dead li est and most de struc tive in Flori da’s re corded his tory. 

SETI LEAGUE AN NUAL MEET ING SET:
(Webline) The SETI League Inc will hold its fourth an nual mem ber ship meet ing
and a press brief ing Sun day, March 29, 1998, start ing at 2 PM East ern Time, at the
organi za tion’s head quar ters in Lit tle Ferry, New Jer sey. At the press brief ing,
SETI League sci en tists will re port on the prog ress of their Pro ject Ar gus search,
launched just over two years ago. The SETI League calls Pro ject Ar gus—named af -
ter the fic tional search in the late Carl Sa gan’s 1985 novel, Con tact— “per haps the
most am bi tious ra dio as tron omy proj ect ever un der taken with out gov ern ment
equip ment or fund ing.” Pro ject Ar gus will de ploy and co or di nate ap proxi mately
5000 small ra dio te le scopes around the world in an all- sky sur vey for sig nals of pos si -
bly in tel li gent ex tra ter res trial ori gin. For more in for ma tion or to join The SETI
League, see http://www.seti league.org/ or send e- mail to join@seti league.org or call
toll- free 800-828-7384 (TAU SETI). 

Some thing to think about!

Why isn’t phonetic spelled that way? 


