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Name Date Call
James 1/1 KC8GRK
Kathie 1/2 KABFCX
Stacey 1/12 WB8JAS
Vivian  1/13 KB8WAE
Rob 1/16 KB8SCM
Kelly 1/16 KC8GYU
Debbie  1/20 KB8OQNT
Jeffrey  1/25 N8S8OOA
Harold 1/27 K8YGV
Tracy 1/29 KB8SDL
Ansel 1/29 W8SZK
Galen 1/31 WD8DGK

Newsletter

(Editor) The last half of Decemberbrought

with it the sad news that our friend and on
air college John Cushing, KC8CYYV passed

away on De cem ber 8th.

Those of us who had the
pleasure of knowing John,
know that nothing will
ever be able to fill the
void that his pass-
ing has left us in
our part of the
amateur radio
community.

He was a loved
and respected
member of his com-
munity and his life
included several
years of teaching
and commu nity serv-
ice. In talking with
his wife, | learned that
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John William Cushing

Cate of Bith
April 16, 1938
Cincinnati, Ohio

Cete of Desth
December 8, 1997
Batavia, Ohio

Place & Tme of depac=
10:00 AM Friday December 12, 1997
§t. Ann Church
370 5. 5 Street
Williamsburg, Ohio

Ciliciant
Father Bill Stockelman

Barm
&t. Patrick Cemetery
Fayetteville, Ohio

hrangeasnts By
Thonpecn-dlevens Tuncral Homs
MLCmab, Chio

John derived much en joy ment from the friends he met

through ama teur ra dio, and for me per son ally, I will miss his morning walks during my

COOKIE TIME

(Editor) Kathie, KABFCX steps up to the
plate this month, with her plate of goodies
for the Janu ary meeting.

1998 GARC
CLUB
OFFICERS

President- Jeff N1DJS

Vice President - Lisa KF4JNX
Secretary- Jerry KB8PVY
Treasurer- Dot KB8TQU

AND THE WINNERS
ARE...

(Editor) Vote counting was swift and furk
ous atthe De cember meetingandtheend re-

sultwas a jug gling around of the of fi cers.

For those of fi cers that have gone back to the
private sector (that's how they describe
George Bush), you've left large shoes to fill
and the pressure will certainly be on, to
carry on, and for those officers that contin
ued on through the new year, keep up the
good work!

More important, however, thanany officer,
isthe in putanddirection, thatyou, the club

mem ber ship add and give. Aclubisjust the

sumofit'smemberships participation. Let's
make 1998 the year the Grant Ama teur Ra-
dio club reaches new heights!

RESOLUTIONS...

(Editor) Janu ary brings with it a time of re

newal. Why not a renewed commitment to
amateur radio and the G.A.R.C. In 1998?

Bring with you, to the Janu ary meet ing, and
to our first January net, your Ham Radio
New Years Reso lu tion. It could be some thing
assim ple as at tend ing all the club meet ings
in 1998 or 52 club nets, or as brave as com mit
ting to mov ing up a li cense class, or dou bling
your code speed, or chair inga GARC com mit
tee, or participating in field day, or a fox
hunt....The sky’s the limit, or in this case
your will and your imagination!

BIRTHDAY CLUB
COMPUTER ERROR..

(Edi tor) You all know how can tan ker ous com
puters can be. Well it seems as though many
of you were de nied fame and for tune be cause
of a programming error that left you out of
the birth day club list in 1997. It took till De
cem ber to find it, but thanks to KB8VLD’s
wife Shir ley’s mes sage, you will no longer es
cape be ing listed in the 1998 birth day club!



PRESIDENTS VIEW

(N1DJS) Welcome to 1998! | guess my
first ques tion to the mem ber ship is; Are
you sure you know what you voted for? |
can tell you now that not even my wife
voted for me. That should tell you some

thing, but it's too late now!. (I'm not sure
how mom voted, but I'm counting on

her!)

Se riously, I'm not sure you voted for the
best, but I guaranteethatI'lldo my best.

Just what is my best? I'm not real sure,
but I do know as YOUR presi dent, I'll lis
ten and seriously consider every com
ment and con cern. | have strong be lieves
about some things and no idea about oth
ers. So where | have strong beliefs I'll
passionately debate my point of view.
But in the end when the de bate is over,
from all sides, majority rules, and I'll
stand be hind and sup portthe club 100%

By the same token on issues where |
have no idea and therefor no input, I'll

stand clear and quiet. This doesn’'t mean
I'muninterested, justuninformed.

My club goals are (in order of
importance):

1)To in sure that the Grant Ama teur Ra
dio Club isanen joy able club to be a mem
ber of.

2)To in sure that the Grant Ama teur Ra

dio Club is an interesting club to be a
mem ber of.

3)To insure that the Grant Ama teur Ra
dio Club is an ac tive club that helps all

members grow in some Amateur Radio
re lated way.

So.... Bring your exciting, enthusiastic,
and con struc tive ideas to 1998. | want to
see them, the club needs to hear them!

To gether, let's make 1998 the best year
ever!

FINAL GONE AT 21

(Editor) If you tried the 146.73 machine
dur ing the mid dle of De cem ber, then you
know that the fi nal am pli fier gave up the
jhost af ter around 20 years of serv ice.

Thanks to the pow ers that be, a new final

am pli fier is in place and lets hope for an-
dther 21 years of faith ful service. As your
reading this, things should have long

since been up and op era tional.

RADIOGRAMS 101...

(ARRL) Message handling can be fun and easy pro vided you feel like you know
what your do ing. So to help you, here is a lit tle info on...

TRANSMITTING A RADIOGRAM
Trans mitting the radiogramfor the first time ap plies both to origi nated radio grams

and ra dio grams that have been re ceived for re lay. Let's as sume you have found a
sta tion to re ceive your ra dio gram, ei ther by your own ef forts tofind oneorasare

sultof hav ing been told by a net con trol sta tion to trans mit it to so- and- so. You call
him, he says he is ready to re ceive (QRV). A voice ex am ple would go some thing like
this: “Copy message number fifteen, routine, KY1T ten, New ing ton, Con necti cut
two one five one Zulu, April twelve. Mrs. Judy Smith, one nine zero eight Moon
Street north east, Al bu quer que, New Mex ico, eight seven one one two, tele phone
two nine eight six four zero eight. Break. Mother and Dad ar rived home safely Sun
day af ter noon X- ray love. Break. Un cle George. End of mes sage, no more”. Phone op
erators use the proword “break” for sepa ra tion of the ad dress and sig na ture from
the text. Itisincor rect proce dure to use the words “go ing to” pre ced ing the ad dress
and “break and the text” pre ced ing the text. Ra dio grams should be sent by voice
not read. That is, read ing putsem phasison cer tain syl lablesand words, and this
means de- emphasis of oth ers. In trans mit ting a ra dio gram by voice, no word or syl
lable should be de- emphasized. Let ting your voice fall at the end of a sen tence as
would be done in read ing is poor prac tice in voice traf fic work, as is let ting your
voice fall for unaccented syllables. You are not a broadcast announcer. Keep in
mindthatthereceivingoperator must putdownwhatyou trans mit,com pletely and

accurately. Avoidsuchinanitiesduringtransmission as “Mrs., a mar ried lady” or
‘Moon,opposite from Sun.” They only con fuse things and give a bad im pres sion of

our service. Avoid giving dates as “four, twelve, eighty-eight.” Just say “April
twelve” and for get the year. (We hope no mes sage will be over a year old! Also, don't
say “today's date.” Spell all difficult or unusual words (e.g., “Ferrier, | spell
F-E-R-R-1-E-R”). If the word is very dif fi cult, un usual, or a group of let ters not form
ing aword, spell itout using ITU pho netics (e.g. “NCOIC, I spell: No vem ber, Char
lie,Oscar, India,Charlie.”)Using phoneticsexcessivelyispoorprocedure.Usually
sim ply spelling the word is suffi cient.

RECEIVING A RADIOGRAM

Some of the problemsofreceiving have al ready been touched on above. The prin ci
pal rule to fol low is do not, re peat do not as sume you have re ceived a part of a ra dio
gram cor rectly if you are not ab so lutely cer tain. This is what causes most of the
‘garbles” in our ama teur mes sage han dling. A sin gle let ter lost in a crash of static
can com pletely change the mean ing of an en tire CW mes sage, as can loss of an en
tire word by voice. Most op era tors are prone to “guess” and usu ally they guess right
But if you did not ac tu ally “copy” the miss ing part, it is tak ing a chance. It's best to

UP YOUR CLASS - make sure. Modernprocedure, bothon

voice and CW, uses “break in.” On voice
(KF8RC) Of li cense that is. The next test  this usually refers to “VOX” procedure
sessioninMaysvilleisFebruary 14th.

in which the transmitting operator can
pause long enough between words or
phrases to let his VOX relay open, ena
blingthereceivingoperatorto“break”if
he misses some thing. ar rive on Sun day.
He would sim ply say “on” and the trans
mitting operator would repeat “Sunday
and go on with the message. “Break-in
procedure is strongly recommended for
all radio gram traf fic. If break- in is not
used, it is necessary to get “fills.” This
makes it necessary for the receiving op
erator to note the parts missed and get
the miss ing parts filled af ter the ra dio
gram has been com pleted. On voice, sim

ply ask for “word after...” or “word
before...” or if more than one word might

Continuedonpage3

Contact: Bob Drake, N4VGI
1011 West Sec ond Street

Mays ville, KY 41056
(606) 564-9838 or

LuciusMerrill Jr, KF8RC
3313 St. Rt. 41
Manchester,Oh45144
(937) 549-3404
E-mail:Merrill@bright.net

Test sessions are held at the Maysville
public works building, 668 Kenton Sta -
tion Road, in Mays ville

Sign-up at 9:30am, testing at 10:00am



Con tin ued from page 2

have been missed, “be tween... and.” When break- in is not used, it is com mon prac tice for transmitting sta tions to re peat (on
voice “l re peat,”) dif fi cult words, let ters or groups. Per haps the sec ond most preva lent cause of “gar bling” of mes sages is poor
handwriting. Many peo ple can not make out their own handwritingaday or more afteritiswrit ten, and in some cases only an
hour or so de lay can erase the mem ory of what a scrawl is sup posed to mean. The an swer is to co py by type writer or a per sonal
com puter. Alittle practiceisall thatis needed tobe able todo thisaseasily ascopy ing by pencil;usually itis faster, and al ways
is more legi ble. If you must copy by hand, re quire the trans mit ting op era tor to send at a speed at which you can write legi bly
don'tscrawl il legi bly be cause you don't want to ad mit you can't copy that fast. Copy five words or groups to a line by hand, ten
(5+5) by type writer, to en able an in stant “check of the check.” In fact, this is the ori gin of the word “check” for word count.

RELAYING THE RADIOGRAM

Theruleisthatreceived radiograms mustbe re layed or de livered within 48 hours af ter re ceipt. How ever, this is only a “count
ing” rule; for prac ti cal pur poses, the rule is to re lay or de liver the mes sage as soon as possibleafter receipt. Thismeansimmedi
ate ly if you have an out let; oth er wise, as soon as an out let is avail able. The pub li c is conditionedto“instantcommunication’
and will be un im pressed with mes sages, even free ones, which are slower than the mail, and in some cases “slower than walk

ing.” Re lay ing the mes sage uses the same pro ce dure as trans mit ting, but here are some prin ci ples thatare ap plicablees pe
cially to re lay ing. For one thing, when you are re lay ing a mes sage, its con tents are none of your con cern. You take no ac tion

and make no changes, nor any com ments on its con tents, ex ceptin mak ing sure you re ceive itcor rectly and re lay it in the same
condition. Neitherdoyoujudgeitsim portance,exceptonthebasisoftheprecedenceassignedtoitbytheoriginatingstation. If
you disagree with the prece dence assigned, your ar gu mentiswith theorigi natingstation, notnecessarilytheonesendingthe
mes sage toyou. Re lay ing stationsare author ized tochange the formof radiogramsthey hand le, ifin cor rectwhenre ceived, but
not the content. Even spellings that ap pear tobe ob viously in cor rectare bestre layed ex a ctly as sent; for all you know, the
writer may have a pur pose in spell ing in cor rectly. The best rule tofol lowinrelayingistore lay the radiogramexactly asyou re
ceivedit, aftermakingcer tainthat you received it cor rectly. If the sta tion send ing it to you is the origi nat ing sta tion, he may
change it if de sired; oth er wise, no changes (ex cept in form) should be made.

COUNTING RADIOGRAMS

All amateurs who han dle traf fic are in vited to re port their to tal mes sage count monthly to their Sec tion Man ager. For count
ing pur poses, traf ficis di vided into a few cate gories, as fol lows: Origi nated: Any radio gram origi nated by some one other than
your self, filed with your sta tion for ini tial trans mis sion on the air. Re ceived: Every radic gram re ceived by Ama teur Radio at
your station. Thisincludesall messagesre ceived, whether re ceived for re lay or re ceived fcr de livery. Sent: Any mes sage trans
mit ted from your sta tion by ra dio to an other sta tion, whether such a mes sage was ini tially t rans mit ted from your station or
was re ceived fromanother station. De livered: Any message de livered by you to the ad dressee, pro vided that the mes sage was

re ceived at your sta tion by ra dio and that the ad dressee is some one other than your self. This delivery mustbe an off- the-air
func tion (by tele phone, mail in- per son, etc.) The traf fic to tal is the sum of origi nated received, sent and de liv ered points. Note

that in some cases the same mes sage can be counted twice; for ex am ple, the same mes sage re ceived by radio and then re layed
to an other sta tion by ra dio is counted both in the “re ceived” and “sent” cate go ries, while a mes sage re ceived by radio and then
delivered is counted both in “re ceived” and “de liv ered” cate go ries. When trans mit ting or re ceiv ing mes sages in book form
count one point for every three messages in the book, plus another point for any over a multiple of three. That is, a book of
three mes sages would count as a sin gle mes sage, but a book of four, five or six would count as two, and a book of seven would
count as three, etc. “Book ing” of mes sages is a time- saving de vice for those who want to use itin the in ter estof ef fi ciency. Itis
similarly per fectly proper proce dure tosepa rate booked mes sages into sin gle messages if de sired; that s, the trans mit ting sta

SPUTNIK PS2 KEEPS GOING AND GOING

(ARRL Newsline) More than five weeks af ter its launch by hand from the Mir space sta tion, the mini- Sputnik PS2 satel lite bea
contransmitter continuestobeepaway—theorbitingequivalentofthe Energizer Bunny. Pow ered by just over three pounds of
lith ium bat ter ies, the space craft's trans mit ter, on 145.82 MHz has been heard around the world and al ready has func tioned
longer than the origi nal Sput nik 1 sat el lite did 40 years ago.

The Sputnik 40 Years proj ect that led to the con struc tion and launch of the sat el lite has be¢n funded by pri vate do na tions, and
the pro gram's spon sors say they “still have some small debts to pay.” The or gan iz ers are seeking six ad di tional spon sors at

$6000 each. The satel lite it self was built by stu dents in Rus sia, while an other group of students on France's Re union Is land
ouiltthe trans mit ter.

Afilmandabookareinpreparation,and Sput nik 40 Years ex pects to make pres en ta tions about the proj ect at many na tional
and international meetings, in clud ing the an nual din ner of Aero- Club de France. For more information,contactPignolet at 2
olace Maurice Quentin, 75039 Paris Ce dex 01, France; e- mail pignolet@francenet.fr.

Reception reports go to The Radio Club of Jules Reydellet College FR5KJ, 103 Rue de la Republique,97 489 Saint Denis Cedex.
Reunion Island. Requests will be processed after the satellite has expired. For more information, ee
http://www.oceanes.fr/~fr5fc/spoutnik.html.




SAD DAY FOR THE VOA

(ARRL Newsline) Perhaps on your way to the Day ton Hamvention- - sometimes you
found it hard to keep your eyes on the high way when pass ing the VVoice of America's
BethanyRelay Station. The vast an tenna farm off I-75 north of Cin cin nati con sisH
ing of 14 rhom bics and a huge Sterba cur tain eas ily dis tracted most of us hams.

At one time among the
most powerful short-

wave stations in the
world, the Bethany Re-
lay Station was shut
down a couple of years
ago. Earlier this month
the towers supporting
the majestic Sterba cur-
tain and other wire ar-
rays came crashing
down--to make way for
commercial and recrea-
tional development (Ed-
Great another shopping
center, just what we
need!) and a university
cam pus on the 625- acre site. Among those on hand to watch the spec ta cle was Tom
Rupp, W8TCR, a VOA en gi neer for 26 years who re tired in 1993.

VOA'’sconversiontoashop ping mall.

Work will con tinue to re move the other tow ers and struc tures. Most of the tow ers
will be pulled from the ground with a crane. Forty tow ers, rang ing from 90 to 150
feet tall, will be sal vaged. Crews will fin ish clear ing the tow ers by Feb ru ary.

A report in the Cincinnati Enquirer quoted ham radio operator Joe Goforth
WB8NFJ, who lived less than a mile from the VOA site for two dec ades. "l used to
talk to the en gi neers all the time," he told the pa per, not ing that VOA broad casts
sometimes inter fered with hishamgear."But I guess I'malittle disap pointed to see
it go," he added.

For a look at one of the Sterba curtain support towers coming down, see
http://www.palmtop.net/img/voa.jpg. For more info on the BethanyRelay Station
visit the Jim Hawkins' (WA2WHYV) Radio Room, http://www.ex-
it109.com/~jimh/voaohio.html.--thanks to Mitch Hamm, N8XS, and Jim Hawk ins
WA2WHV

Mir UPDATE

(ARRL Newsline) MIREX chief Dave Larsen, N6CO, reports that an announcec
crossband “experiment” involving Mir has been abandoned for now because of
interference on 145.800 and 145.550. US astronaut Dave Wolf, KC5VPF, aboarc
Mir has been on 145.985 MHz FM simplex, but only occasionally. A space walk at
the end of this month will check and—if necessary—repair the 2-meter/70-cm
antenna that might have been damaged. The Kenwood TM-733 aboard Mir has
been connected to the spacecraft's SAFEX repeater antenna. A new KAM dual
mode packet radio terminal node controller (TNC) that was recently sent to Mir
from the MIREX team was tested onboard Mir last week. The new TNC supports
both 1200 and 9600 baud connections, and has a message buffer size of 10(
kilobytes—substantially larger than that of the TNC previously in use. Until ¢
suitable cable can be wired up and installed, 9600 baud communications will not be
available.—thanks to Dave Larsen, N6CO

HAM RADIO
MILESTONES

(ARRL Newsline) In a whimsical mood

here's a lighthearted look at ham radio
history. The origi nal ver sion of this was

posted on the Contest Reflector a few
months back.

4Billion BC--Earthisaswirlingball of
flames. Propa gationis ex tremely poor

1 Billion BC--First dry land appears
Itis di vided up into grid squares.

100 Million BC--Second patch of dry
land ap pears. First DXpedition; DXCC
credit disallowed because of question
able licensingagree ment.

400 Mil lion BC- - Flowering plantsand

grasses evolve. Ro tary beam in vented
but sales stall for lack of suitable

mountingstructures.

300 Million BC--First tree appears
and isim mediate ly cutdown, stripped
of branches, placed in a con crete base
and called a telephone pole. Beam
sales pick up.

200 Million BC--More beams sold. In
staller falls from top of pole. Safety
beltis in vented.

100 Million BC--First Mountain ap
pears. The repeaterisinvented.

50 Mil lion BC--CQ is adopted.

4 Million BC--Humans replace swine

as dominant species. The name ham
op erator hangson, how ever.

3 Mil lion BC- - Dugout ca noe in vented
Maritime Mobile Net formed on
14.313 MHz.

2Million BC to 800 AD- - Nothing much
happens for a long time. Santa Claus
net created

900 AD--Chinese invent gunpowder
BY1AA is first "Big Gun" DXer.

« 1790 AD--Ben Franklin invents long

wire receiving antenna. Ground
switch in vented.

= 1961 AD--Second repeater erected

First re peater group re fuses to change
frequency. First repeater coordinator



HEARTFELT
THANKS

Please ex press my grati tude to the mem

bers of the G.A.R.C., for the beautiful
flowers which were sent as a tribute to

John . The outpouring of affection for
John and sympathy for our family

means more than | can say.

Thanks and God bless.

Love,
Maggaret

THANKS FOR THEIR

Visit the following sponsors of our
G.A.R.C. Hamfest during the coming
months and tell them thanks for the help

and sup port of the 1997 G.A.R.C. Ham-
fest!.

Kroger

Sears (East gate)
StoudtPhar macy
Krispy Cream

Sherwood Company
BattellesCatering

DorthySilman
Luca Lunch Box

SUPPORT

Radio Shack (George town)
DebcoElectronics

Blue Chip Cook ies
ComputerCompanion
Homes R Us

R&L Electoronics

J.C. Penny

Martins

A.R.R.L.

Mobil Com

Roy East
Auto Zone

ABCAP

G.A.R.C. XMAS
CLUB/DINNER

MEETING 12/4/97

The members assembled for our Xmas
Club/Dinner Meeting at Chief Logans
Gap Restaurant in Ripley Ohio. There
were 36 membersand guestsattending.
Everyone had a good time and enjoyed
the fine food that was furnished. Gifts
were exchanged for all that brought
them. AlWB8UJM was pre sented with a
life time membership for all the help
that he has given to us. The bal lots were
counted for the upcoming officers for
1998 and the re sults are :

President —- Jeff N1DJS
V.President—- Lisa KF4JNX

Secretary —- Jerry KB8PVY
Treas urer — Dot KBSTQU

We all wished for a speedy recovery for
all that could not attend because of ill
ness. We missed them! The restaurant
owner and staff were very cooperative
and invited us back next year and any
other time that we needed a place to
meet. We thanked them for their hos pi
tality.

lerry Club Secretary KBSPVY

CONGRATS TO
KBB8AMX

(WB8IOW) Congratulations to Eldon,
KB8AMX, who won a full mem ber ship to
the DeForest Amateur Radio Club for
checkingintothe most De Forestnetsin
1997.
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PACKET WEATHER

(WB8IOW) WB8IOW has almost
obtained final approval for a new
weather packet site to be located in
Brown County. The proj ect has been the
works since March 1997. In fact, most
equip ment is now avail able from the Na

tional Weather Serv ice. Pro vided will be
a 440 Mhz, 11 ele ment beam and a Dia -

mond X-50 dual band ver ti cal. The TNC
and the 440 Mhz radio are in cluded. Not
pro vided is the 2 me ter trans ceiver and
the hard- line and fit tings, and the power
sup plies. Some mate rial will be do nated
(or loaned) by WB8IOW and N8SND.
The hard-line and fittings will be sup -
plied by the tower owner. Two two-
hundred foot runs have been purchased

along with the necessary 1/2" fittings.

\/

DEFOREST A.R.C.
TEST SESSION

(WB8IOW) Starting in 1998 the De For
est A.R.C.willconduct testsessions by rej

guest rather than pre-scheduled in
March, June, Sep tem ber, and De cem ber,

If you, or someone you know wants to
take a test call (937) 544-3763 and a test
session will be scheduled.

WEATHER SPOTTER
TRAINING

(WB8IOW) The annual De For est severe
weather spotter training is scheduled for

Tuesday, March 3, 1998. The location
will be the Ohio Valley Vocational
School, West Union. The training is al ]
ways open to the pub li ¢ so be sure to in
vite anyone you know who might be

interestedinsevereweather spotting.

TORNADO PAGE

(WB8IOW) ARCH PAGING (formerly

USAMOBILE) has made some engineer
ing changes that will allow mem bers of

the South Cen tral Ohio Se vere Weather
Net to re ceive early warn ing pages.

The new code will soon be available for
anyDeForest club mem ber who wants tc
get the early warn ing pages. There have
been a few glitches in the system and a
few things still need to be worked out. So
far, only WB8IOW, N8SND, and
KABEKC have the new pagers. Hope
fully, the other DP&L hams who have al
phanumeric pagers will be supplied a
new pager in January, if the pager con
tractis re newed.

In any case, if you are interested in a
pager for about $6 per month for per
sonal use, including early warning
weather information, please contact
WB8IOW as soon as pos si ble. The pager
would work in Ad ams, Brown, & Ma son
Counties area and Cincinnati and Day
ton. They would have a long distance
number, area code 513.

The pagers would be able to receive
pages via the Internet, for no charge.
Six dollars a month is less than 1/2 of
what you'd normally pay for the pager
rental. This is a special deal 1 am work
ing on with ARCH PAGING; we need at

least 20 peo ple to sign up to get the spe




