
IN THIS ISSUE...

Secretarial Notes

Birthdays
Club Events
Hamfests
Contests

Grant Ama teur Ra dio Club
Is sue 8 Newsletter August 1997

BIRTH DAY
CLUB
Name Date Call
Ralph 8/2 KB8WCY
Gor don 8/11 WB8YGW
Roy 8/15 NL7FK
Rob ert 8/17 KB8VKW
Ron 8/18 N8YFC
Jutta 8/18 N1WJM
Michael 8/19 KC8FNB

TEST ING TEST ING...
(KF8RC) Lucius re minds us that now is a
good time to get a li cense or up grade.....

When : 2nd Sat ur day Aug 9
Where: Mays ville Pub li c Works Bldg
Cost: $6.25

All classes
Walk ins wel come
Cof fee & do nuts provided

For more info con tact KF8RC Lucius

AUGUST MEET ING UP DATE
(Edi tor) The Grant Ama teur Ra dio Club monthly meet ing goes on the road this month
meet ing at 7:00pm on August 4th in the meet ing room of the Mays ville A.R.C. A spec tacu 
lar dem on stra tion on the power and dan gers of elec tric ity will be on the agenda, and it is
not to be missed.

Talk-in will be avail able on both the George town and Mays ville re peat ers, but if your leav 
ing you two me ter rig at home, then KF4JNX says you can find the place with your eyes
closed (but keep’em open just in case).

From George town, take St Rt 68 over the bridge into Mays ville. Fol low 68 through Mays 
ville, up the hill, past the Blue Grass Shop ping Cen ter on your left. Take a right onto Ken 
ton Sta tion Road which is ac cross from Fa mous rec ipe fried chicken. Past Parker Road and
Spring wood Road (about a ¼ mile) is the city build ing where the meet ing will be held. See
yah there!

CQ CQ PATH FINDER
(ARRL) Pathfinder frequency: If you're up
for some real DXing, according to Phil Karn,
KA9Q, the downlink frequency for the Mars
Pathfinder it is 8.420 GHz. See his Mars
Pathfinder X-band Downlink Link Budget
page at 
people.qualcomm.com/karn/mpf_budget.ht
ml. 

City
Build ing



HAM  RA DIO FOUND 
USE FULL!
(AA6JR) Pathfinder mission engineer is
WA6NVA: Gordon Wood, WA6NVA, of
La Canada, California, credits ham
radio for starting him on the path that
led to his be com ing the chief en gi neer for 
com mu ni ca tions for the Path finder mis -
sion. Wood works at the Jet Pro pul sion
Labo ra tory in Pasa dena, Cali for nia. The 
Path finder mis sion has, so far, been a
spec tacu lar suc cess and popu lar with
the pub li c. Wood got into ham ra dio
about 40 years ago, at age 12, when his
fa ther bought him an old short wave ra -
dio at a thrift shop. An ar ti cle July 4 in
The Los An ge les Times quotes Wood as
say ing: "Man kind af ter all these years is
reach ing out from his own planet with lit -
tle toys to snoop around and un der stand
what ever else is out there in the  uni -
verse." Pre vi ously, he worked on the
Mari ner, Vi king and Voy ager in ter plane -
tary mis sions.

WHAT’S A LEAP
SECOND?
(NIST)A leap sec ond is one sec ond
added to Co or di nated Uni ver sal Time
(UTC) to make UTC agree with as tro -
nomi cal time to within 0.9 sec ond. UTC
is based on the per form ance of atomic
clocks. As tro nomi cal time is based on
the rate of ro ta tion of the earth. Since
atomic clocks are more sta ble than the
rate at which the earth ro tates, leap sec -
onds are needed to keep the two time
scales in agree ment. The first leap sec -
ond oc curred on June 30, 1972. Al -
though it is pos si ble to have a nega tive
leap sec ond (a sec ond re moved from
UTC), so far, all leap sec onds have been
posi tive (a sec ond has been added to
UTC). Based on what we know about
Earth's ro ta tion, it is un likely that we
will have a nega tive leap sec ond in the
fore see able fu ture. --

FCC ADDS
FORFEITURE
GUIDELINES
(ARRL) The FCC has amended Sec 1.80
of its rules to in cor po rate, by ref er ence,
the Com mis sion's for fei ture poli cies and
sched ule of for fei tures. The Com pli ance
and In for ma tion Bu reau's ac tion "sets
the frame work for the for fei ture p ol icy
that will be part of the Com mis sion's en -
force ment strat egy" in the wake of FCC
rules changes re sult ing from the tele -
com mu ni ca tions Act of 1996, an FCC an -
nounce ment said. The Com mis sion said
the guide lines "seek to add pre dict abil -
ity in the for fei ture amounts as sessed
for simi lar vio l a tions among dif fer ent
serv ices." Adopt ing the for fei ture guide -
lines as a note to the rule al lows the FCC 
to provide guidance on base forfeiture
amounts "to all potential violators." The
FCC acted June 19.--FCC 

CAM P-A-RAM
ROUND TWO
August 1st, 2nd and 3rd at the Mays ville 
River Park

FIELD DAY
(KB*TQU) Thanks Gordy for let ting us
have field day at your farm. We re al ize
that you did a lot of work and put forth
ex tra ef fort for the bene fit of all who at 
tended,and a spe cial thanks for the use
of your kitchen. No one could have been
a bet ter host. A big thank you also goes
to Polly.Both of you are greatly ap pre ci 
ated.

Thanks again from all the om’s and yl’s.

MIR(LY) SPEAKING
(HR On Line) The MIREX sup port team -- Miles Mann, WF1F, and Dave Larsen,
N6CO -- has been han dling fam ily traf fic for Foale via ham ra dio and at tempt ing to
help Foale with his ra dio prob lems (the Mir's trans ceiver was cut ting out on high
power be cause of a cir cuit over load). In a packet mes sage to Larsen, Foale ex 
pressed the grati tude of the Mir crew "for all the good wishes and in ter est over the
world, in our trou bles and tribu la tions." Foale sin gled out for spe cial men tion "the
few hams who work tire lessly on our be half" to pass per sonal mes sages. Foale said
that he and his wife were "ex tremely grate ful to those hams who pass our mes sages
for us." He also ex pressed ap pre cia tion for "how the world press is re act ing to our
situa tion." Added Foale: "We do not get this sort of opin ion from our con trol lers." Af 
ter the Mir's col li sion with a Pro gress cargo rocket, Foale said, "it was im pos si ble to
get any per sonal news of our well- being to our fami lies" via the of fi cial com mu ni ca 
tion chan nels. "Ham ra dio al lowed us to fill the gap." 

"We are par ticu larly in ter ested in longer con tacts, than sim ple QSO ex changes,"
Foale said. "It is good to tell peo ple about our life here on Mir, and our prob lems, but 
the lives of hams on Earth are also in ter est ing to us, and I hope more hams will take 
the time to tell us about their QTH and sur round ings also," he concluded. 

W1AW Sta tion Man ager Joe Car cia, NJ1Q, re ports W1AW was able to con nect with 
the R0MIR-1 packet BBS on 145.985 MHz on July 8 at around 1600 UTC. The pass
was at ap proxi mately 22 de grees. "We've been try ing for weeks to con nect," Car cia
said. The mes sage he posted was: "Hello from the staff and visi tors from W1AW in
New ing ton, CT. Good luck and 73." 

[Thanks to Philip Chien, KC4YER, Pat Kil roy, WD8LAQ, Frank H. Bauer,
KA3HDO, Dave Larsen, N6CO, Joe Car cia, NJ1Q, Matt Bor de lon, KC5BTL, and
Rosa lie White, WA1STO, for their con tri bu tions to this re port. -- Ed] 



G.A.R.C. MEETING MINUTES
(KB8PVY) Meet ing called to or der at 7pm outside on the front steps of the build ing
do to the fact that there were no keys avail able to the build ing. Presi dent John
Pitcher K8RJ pre sid ing.

The June min utes were read by the presi dent. A mo tion to ac cept the min utes by
Mike AB8AM and sec onded by Roy KF4MZN. Mo tion car ried by the mem ber ship.

Treas ury re port by Dot KB8TQU, there is $3023.78 in the treas ury at this meet ing
date. A mo tion to ac cept the treas ur ers re port by John KC8CYZ and sec onded by
Luanne KC8FBH . Mo tion car ried by the mem ber ship .

A brief dis cus sion on the camp ing at East fork State Park. Will have an other one at
a later date. All at tend ing the camp ing had a good time.

All at tend ing the meet ing iden ti fied them selves by name and call sign.

Field day dis cus sion by Jeff N1DJS.Roughly 750 phone con tacts,100 CW con -
tacts,and 28 VHF con tacts. To tal points Around 2400.

Hamfest dis cus sion by Dot KB8TQU. Eve ry one at tend ing the meet ing was given
the chance to chair the Hamfest.No one vol un teered . Lisa KF4JNX. Voluntered to
be the Co Chair per son. Dot KB8TQU will con tinue with be ing the Chair per son.
More com mit tees and committee members were set up.

A short dis cus sion on the pur chase of the ra dios for the Hamfest prizes by Al
WB8UJM and Roy NL7FK. War ran ties on the ra dios was diss cussed. If the ra dios
were bought too early,how would this af fect the war ran ties ? Will be in ves ti gated.

The August meet ing will be at the Mays ville club lo ca tion.

A mo tion by Lisa KF4JNX and sec onded by Marie KF4MZP to pur chase the club
ban ner that Jeff N1DJS had ob tained. Mo tion car ried by the mem ber ship.

A short dis cus sion on giv ing tick ets to other clubs. Your se cretrary failed to get all
this in for ma tion on this. Will be dis cussed at next meet ing.

Meet ing ad journed at 7:40 pm.

Pretty soon your gonna need a mi cro -
scope and tweez ers to op er ate the new -
est small est hand helds. Check out the
lat est of fer ing from Yaseu in the mi cro
mini han held wars.

20 MINUTE WAIT
FOR THE
COURTESY BEEP?
(WA6ITF) Over on the SAREX-BBS
somone brought up the idea of
perminant repeaters on both the moon
and Mars for ex peri men tal re lay by user
hams on Earth. Lots of tech no logi cal
prob lems to over come in get ting them
there, set ting them up and the de lay cy 
cle in us ing them. 20 min utes round trip
on any car rier re layed over the Mars ma 
chine. 

Some peo ple think that nei ther would
really serve any need of a ham on Earth
— other than the ut li mate ego sat is fac 
tion of be ing able to say I held a QSO us 
ing the “...34/94 box on Mars” but there
are a lot of peo ple talk ing se ri ous num 
bers re gard ing a Moon based sys tem for
as sisted EME con tacts. 

One f inal thought.  Who would
coordinate repeaters on other worlds?
The United Federation of Ham Radio
Planets?

KB8PVY’S
RETIRE MENT
(KB8TQU) Dot re ports that Jer ry’s re 
tire ment party was a com plete suc cess,
and she also says’s... thanks you one and
all who at tended. Some friends could not 
make it, but they sent food items that
helped make a feast fit for a king. We
had a won der ful time, per fect weather,
and the best group of peo ple I know. We
had so many friends, I can"t name them
all. A spe cial thanks to Marie and Lisa. I
had to leave and they cleaned up the
party area for me. Saying thank you just
doesn"t sound like enough, but thank
you every one 

And Dot adds.. I am anxious for the next
party.Why doesn"t mat ter, but Where,?
When,? And Who.?

FCC RE MINDER
(FCC) The FCC is warning companies
that offer to modify scanning receivers
(this includes many H-Ts with extended
receive coverage) in or der to re ceive cel lu -
lar tele phone fre quen cies that this ac tiv -
ity pro hib ited by fed eral law and FCC
rules. The FCC's re minder, is sued July
10, noted that scan ning re ceiv ers must
be FCC- certified and in ca pa ble of "read -
ily be ing al tered by the user" to pick up
the cel lu lar bands. "The modi fi ca tion of 
scan ners on a sub stan tial scale to re -
ceive cel lu lar fre quen cies will be con sid -
ered to con sti tute manu fac ture of such
equip ment" in vio la tion of fed eral law
and FCC rules, the Pub li c No tice said.

"En ti ties en gaged in such ac tiv ity are
cau tioned to cease ad ver tis ing and/or
per form ing any such ac  t iv  i ty  
immediately."


