
IN THIS ISSUE...

Secretarial Notes

CAMPARAMA SUCCESS
TOP TEN ELMER SIGNS
MEETING CHANGE
WE’RE PROTECTED
WHO’S IN CHARGE
ADAMS PROCLAMATION
MAKE CONTACT
AREA CLUB MEETINGS

Birthdays
Club Events
Hamfests
Contests

Grant Ama teur Ra dio Club
Is sue 7 Newsletter July 1997

TOP TEN SIGNS THAT 
YOU NEED AN
EL MER.
(Edi tor)An el mer is the guy you go to, to ask
ques tions about top ics in Ham Ra dio that
you don’t un der stand. In that vain, You
know it’s ti me for you to find an El mer if...

• Your friend tells you he has a new two meter
radio and you figure one of the meters must be
for SWR and the other for power out.

• You hear a conversation on the low bands about 
CW and you think their referring to the cold
war.

• You hear some one sign this is N8XXX mo bile
4 and you think it's be cause he has three other
ra dios

• You hear that some one won a 40 me ter ra dio at
a ham fest and you won der how they’re go ing to
get some thing that large in their house.

• You build a Morse code key out of Plexiglas
and can’t figure out why it won’t key your
radio.

• You think the dif fer ence be tween short wave
and long wave is the speed at which you move
your wrist back and forth.

• You’re thinking about joining your other ham
friends in the local ATV group because you
own a four wheel drive vehicle that will go just
about anywhere.

• You won't use a re peater be cause you've heard
that us ing a re peater could be dan ger ous.
You've heard an al li ga tor could get you.

• You think a collinear antenna can only be used
with two amplifiers.

• You think fm is the modulation type that came
af ter em, dm, cm, bm and am.

• You would n't mind get ting into packet ra dio but 
no mat ter how much you prac tice you can't get
the hang of send ing those beeps and braps with
your keyer.

• You won der what sound a short wave makes
and why any one would want to lis ten to one.

• You think the repeater owner would be a lot
happier if instead of talking about his cavities
he just went to the dentist and got them filled.

BIRTH DAY
CLUB
Call Name Date
KB8QOZ Stepha nie 7/ 1
KC8FBI Steve 7/ 1
N8AGB Ray 7/ 7
KB8PVY Jerry 7/15
KB8QMV Karen 7/16
KB8IYM Ken neth 7/21
KC8CXO Ar thur 7/31

IM PROMPTU EAST
FORK CAM PARAMA A 
BIG SUC CESS
(Edi tor)Judge for your self. No se ri ous in ju -
ries in the marsh mal low wars, no one got
sprayed by a skunk (at least not in our
group), no se ri ous back in ju ries from sleep -
ing on the ground or a hard camp ing mat -
tress, no one took any falls on WB8U JM’s
moped, and at last count around 24 hams
wan dered through the East Fork camp -
ground with out com plaints. 

WD8LSN and fam ily heard the only wild
ani mal noise of the night. (Sorry K8RJ, the
noises you heard were wild but they wer en’t
iden ti fied as ani mals.) We found out that
KE4MZN makes a mean scram bled eggs,
and I never did find out what the name of
that catch it by its green tail for the most
points thingy was called. 

No boxes of sun light, pos tholes, de hy drated
wa ter or wire less ex ten sion cords were sold
but much dis cus sion was given to ward
them. N1WJM is now hard at work on her
auc tion eer ing de gree. Thanks to N8AGP,
there are a few less fish in this world, and
thanks to sev eral of the la dies, Sun day
morn ing break fast has added a few ex tra
inches to many of our mid dles. And if that
wer en’t enough, there were ru mors that a
few peo ple even snuck off for a White Cas tle
run at 3:30am.

In short, if you missed it, then you missed a
heck of a good time. But don’t fret there’s
talk of an other one in the fu ture. Keep an
ear to ward the 73 ma chine for de tails to fol -
low.

Photo cour tesy WD8LSN



CON TEST COR NER
RAC Can ada Day Con test 0000Z-2400Z, Jul 1
Vene zue lan Ind.Day Con test, SSB 0000Z, Jul 5-2400Z, Jul 6
IARU HF World Cham pi on ship 1200Z, Jul 12-1200Z, Jul 13
CQ World wide VHF Con test 1800Z, Jul 12-2400Z, Jul 13
Co lom bian In dep. Con test 0000Z-2400Z, Jul 19
SEANET WW DX Con test, CW 0001Z, Jul 19-2359Z, Jul 20
South Pa cific 160m Con test 0500Z-2359Z, Jul 19
North Amer. QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Jul 19-0600Z, Jul 20
Vene zue lan Ind.Day Con test, CW 0000Z, Jul 26-2400Z, Jul 27
Rus sian WW RTTY Con test 0000Z, Jul 26-2400Z, Jul 27
IOTA Con test 1200Z, Jul 26-1200Z, Jul 27

AREA CLUB
MEETINGS
Got a need to meet? Try one of the lo cal
ham clubs. Here are a few of the lo cal
clubs meet ing schedu als.

1st Tues day OH-KY-IN ARS, 7:30 PM,
West ern Hills. Info: Carol Hugen to ber, 
K8DHK, 513/661-5323. Gen eral in ter -
est club.

1st Wednes day But ler County VHF As -
soc., 7:30 PM, Ham il ton. Info: Ted Wil -
son, K8TCR, 513/868-7012. Gen eral
in ter est club.

1st Wednes day of even- numbered
months Cin cin nati FM Club, 7:30 PM,
Green hil ls .  Info:  Rich ard  Kuns,
KC8TW, 513/829-0385. Re peater club.

1st Fri day Ham il ton Co. ARPSC, 8 PM, 
North ern Hills. Info: Stan Co hen,
WD8QDQ, 513/531-1011.  Emer -
gency/pub li c serv ice com mu ni ca tions.

1st Wednes day of Month De For est
Ama teur Ra dio Club 7:00pm West Un -
ion Talk in on 147.60/00.

2nd Thurs day Mil ford ARC, 8 PM, Mil -
ford.  Info:  Jim Linn, WB8RRR,
513/831-6255. Gen eral in ter est club.

2nd Thurs day (ex. sum mer) South west 
Ohio DX As soc., Din ner 6:30 PM, Meet -
ing 7:30 PM, Cen ter ville. Info: Jay
Slough, K4ZLE, 513/779-1747. DX
club.

3rd Thurs day (ex. sum mer) Ohio Val -
ley ARA, 8 PM, Cin cin nati. Info: Frank 
Ko val, W8RSW, 513/662-3557. DX
club.

3rd Fri day Queen City Emer gency
Net, 8 PM, Cin cin nati. Info: Tom De -
laney, KC7TN, 513/921-7423. Emer -
gency/pub li c serv ice com mu ni ca tions.

4th Wednes day Greater Cin cin nati
ARA, 7:45 PM, St. Ber nard. Info: Herm 
Turner, KW8X, 513/961-3250. Gen eral 
in ter est club.

UP AND COM ING
HAM FESTS
July 6
Tri an gle ARC, Lis bon, OH
Dick Sis ley, K8JKB
1218 North side Ave.,
East Liv er pool, OH 43920
330-385-1245
http://www.qsl.net/tarc

July 12-13
Cen tral Di vi sion Con ven tion,
In di an apo lis, IN
Rick Ogan, N9LRR
5329 Les ter St., In di an apo lis, IN 46208
317-257-4050

July 13
Wood County ARC, Bowl ing Green, OH
Larry Re itz, WA8CWD
419-837-2202
E- mail: tecky re itz@aol.com
h t t p : / / b r a  v a i s . b g s u . e d u / ~ b o u g h  -
ton/wcarc.html

July 13
North Hills ARC, Pitts burgh, PA
Bob Fer rey Jr., N3DOK
871 Rosal ind Rd.,
Pitts burgh, PA 15237-5938
412-367-2393
E- mail: bfer rey@nau ti com.net
http://nharc.pgh.pa.us

July 19
North ern Ohio ARS, Wel ling ton, OH
John Schaaf, KC8AOX
528 2nd Street B, Ely ria, OH 44035
216-323-0081

July 20
Van Wert ARC, Van Wert, OH
Rob ert Bar nes, WD8LPY
419-238-1877
E- mail: bar nesrl@bright.net
http://www.bright.net/~bar nesrl/ham -
fest.htm
Louie Tho mas, WD8LLO, 419-238-2812

CONGRESS
PASSES BILLS TO
PROTECT
VOLUNTEERS
Both the US House of Rep re sen ta tives
and the US Sen ate have passed bills to
pro tect cer tain cate go ries of vol un teers 
from law suits aris ing from the per form -
ance of their of fi cial du ties. The two
bills are in con fer ence com mit tee at
dead line time and then will be sent to
Presi dent Clin ton for sig na ture.

In cluded in the cov er age are Vol un teer
Ex am in ers, Of fi cial Ob serv ers and
other ARRL or gov ern ment vol un teers, 
pro vided they have been "cer ti fied"
through some form of training process
to perform their duties.

WHO’S IN
CHARGE?
Or is it whom? No mat ter the Eng lish,
here’s a re minder of who our fear less
lead ers for 1997 are. Let them know
how there do ing. They’re also a great
start ing point for that sug ges tion
you’ve been kick ing around.

President - John K8RJ
Vice- President - Roy NL7FK
Sec re tary - Jerry KB8PVY
Treasurer - Dot KB8TKU

GRANT MEETING
CHANGE
Set your cal en dar, the Grant Meet ing
for July will be held July 10th.

MEET ING MIN UTES
No meet ing min utes this month from
the sec re tary, but he as sures me eve ry 
thing that hap pened at the meet ing
was on the up and up. Con tact
KC8PBY for the de tails.



ADAMS COUNTY PROCLAMATED
(Edi tor)If im age is eve ry thing then the De For est Group, is look ing good with a pat
on the back from no less than the county com mis sion ers. Con grat’s on a job well
done. (Text of proc la ma tion fol lows)

WHEREAS, Ama teur Ra dio is dedi cated to pub li c serv ice and every year a Simu -
lated Emer gency Test is held, in Oc to ber, to test the abil ity of Ama teur Ra dio to re -
spond and serve as the com mu ni ca tions link for emer gency serv ice agen cies when
dis as ters make nor mal com mu ni ca tions in op er able; and 

WHEREAS, dur ing the March 1997 flood and flash flood in Ad ams County Ama -
teur Ra dio op era tors helped their neigh bors by search ing for drown ing vic tims in
the Blue creek and Wamsley ar eas, pro vided com mu ni ca tions for the Ad ams County 
EMA, the Red Cross, and the Ohio Na tional Guard, pro vided as sis tance and com mu -
ni ca tion for the Blue creek, West Un ion and Man ches ter shel ters, helped with res -
cues, de liv ered food and medi cine, pro vided as sis tance in the Cope land dis tri bu tion 
cen ter, and pro vided com mu ni ca tions for clean- up crews, in all ac cu mu lat ing more
than 2000 man hours of vol un teer work; and  

WHEREAS, Sat ur day, June 28th and Sun day, June 29th, 1997, Ama teur Ra dio op -
era tors through out the coun try will par tici pate in the Ameri can Ra dio Re lay
League's 61st an nual Field Day emer gency pre par ed ness test and mem bers of the
De For est Ama teur Ra dio Club will op er ate their port able ra dio sta tions, pow ered
by gen er ator and so lar power at the Lo renz air- strip, Lo gans Lane, West Un ion,
Ohio; and 

WHEREAS, on July 4th, 1997, the De For est Ama teur Ra dio Club will par tici pate
in the Ad ams County bi cen ten nial cele bra tion, op er at ing a mo bile spe cial event sta -
tion and talk ing with HAMS around the world 

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, THE ADAMS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, ON
THE TWELFTH DAY OF MAY, 1997, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM THE WEEK
OF JUNE 28TH TO JULY 4TH, 1997 AS AMATEUR RADIO WEEK IN
ADAMS COUNTY AND CALL UPON ALL CITIZENS OF ADAMS COUNTY
TO BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH THE De FOR EST AMATEUR RADIO
CLUB AND EXPRESS THANKS AND APPRECIATION FOR THEIR
EFFORTS WHICH GREATLY BENEFIT US ALL. 

                                                       (signed by)
 James McCla na han  Rob ert Hall Paul Roth well

CONTACT FILMING INVOLVED
COORDINATION, COOPERATION
Dave Fin ley, N1IRZ, of the Na tional Ra dio As tron omy Ob ser va tory in So corro, New 
Mex ico, is look ing for ward to see ing the War ner Bros movie, Con tact, due to ap pear
in thea ters this sum mer. That's be cause Fin ley and many of his NRAO col leagues
were heav ily in volved in help ing to bring the film to fruition- - including a week of
film ing at NRAO last fall. "I've never been that big a movie fan," Fin ley said, "but I
was im pressed with the ac tors and the crew." 

Fin ley also was im pressed with Con tact star Jo die Fos ter. She plays as trono mer El -
lie Ar roway, who, as a girl, gets her ham ticket along with her fa ther in the late
1960s, then goes on to be come a ra dio as trono mer and the first per son to de ci pher a
mes sage re ceived on Earth from ex tra ter res trial in tel li gent life. Even tu ally, she's
among the team sent into space to ex plore the mes sage's ori gin. The story is based
on Carl Sa gan's 1985 novel of the same name. Fin ley says Fos ter had done her home -
work on ra dio as tron omy. "She's quite sharp," he said. But he does n't think the ex pe -
ri ence was enough to en tice Fos ter to get her ticket in real life. 

Re al ism was a ma jor goal of the film mak ers, Fin ley said. "They were a very pro fes -
sional group of peo ple." The crew got in touch with NRAO very early on in the proj -

Con tin ued on fol low ing up per column

ect, he said, not ing that the first per son
to call them was none other than Carl Sa 
gan him self. In the movie, the first sig 
nal is re ceived at the Very Large Ar ray
(VLA) at New Mex ico. "They used the ac 
tual VLA" in the movie, Fin ley said. 

Fin ley, who served as the li ai son be 
tween the film com pany and the ob ser va 
tory, called the week of film ing "an
in tense ex pe ri ence." The po ten tial of
RFI from the crew's wire less mikes and
com mu ni ca tion gear was a big con cern
for the sen si tive ears of the NRAO. The
ob ser va tory also was not able to stop
work to ac com mo date the film ing, but
the War ner Bros crew was able to work
around the NRAO to get the shots it
needed. "It was a dif fer ent way of op er at 
ing for both of us," he said. De spite the
movie crew's "over whelm ing pres ence,"
Fin ley said the en coun ter, like the
movie's plot, "opened my eyes to a world
I'd not seen bef ore." 

Film ing in some lo ca tions was sim ply im 
prac ti cal. In one in stance, WB com 
pletely and ac cu rately rep li cated one of
the fa cil ity's ra dio tele scope con trol
rooms in me ticu lous de tail on an other
set. "When I walked up to their set, you
would really think you were in the con 
trol room," Fin ley said. He hopes the
same sense of re al ism car ries over into
the ham ra dio as pects of the movie. 

The NRAO, which is run by the US gov 
ern ment, gained from the ex pe ri ence
too. In ex change for dis rupt ing the ob ser 
va tory's main te nance sched ules t o get
shots of the large ar rays be ing aimed a
par ticu lar way, War ner Bros re im 
bursed the gov ern ment. In ad di tion, WB
gave money to the NRAO's edu ca tional
fund to redo the visi t ors' cen ter. "All of
our visi tors will even tu ally bene fit," said 
Fin ley. 

In ad di tion to Fos ter, Con tact stars
James Woods and Mat thew McCon 
aughey. Rob ert Ze meckis di rected the
film. The ARRL pro vided the film mak 
ers with an ARRL map and other League 
pub li ca tions of the 1960s, while staff
mem bers sup plied vin tage QSLs and ad 
vised War ner Bros on the types of an ten 
nas and equip ment they'd need to make
the movie set re al is tic.

 Contact is due out in mid-July. For more 
information, see
http://www.contact-themovie.com. 
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