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Our 26Th Year!

Next Club Meeting:  september 8th
Monroe County Public Safety Center, 100 Gypsum Rd Stroudsburg, PA 18360

Welcome to the EPARA Beacon! This newsletter is published monthly and is the 
official newsletter of the Eastern Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association. EPARA 

has served the amateur radio community in the Pocono Mountains for over 25 years. We 
have been an ARRL affiliated club since 1995.   We offer opportunities for learning and 
the advancement of skills in the radio art for hams and non-hams alike.   EPARA supports 
Monroe County ARES/RACES in their mission of providing emergency communications 
for served agencies in Monroe County.   Feel free to join us at one of our meetings or 
operating events during the year. The club meets on the second Thursday of every month, 
at the Monroe County 911 Emergency Control Center.  The business meeting starts at 
7:30 P.M. Anyone interested is invited to participate in our meetings and activities.

ZOOM Meeting Info:     Meetings begin at 7:30PM!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85463346031?pwd=bU1KcVZ0aVZiVEUvdjRsUXlNNHZkZz09

Meeting ID: 854 6334 6031  Password: 244632
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Postal Address: Web Site: Send dues to: Newsletter submissions to:

EPARA https://www.qsl.net/n3is/ EPARA Eric Weis, N3SWR Editor

PO Box 521 Email: PO Box 521 EPARAnewsletter@ptd.net

Sciota, PA 18354 N3IS@qsl.net Sciota, PA 18354

Contact Information

 Summer is almost over and aside from everything costing way more 
than before it’s been a great summer. I’ve been busy with work obligations, 
so I haven’t had nearly as much time to enjoy my hobby as I’d like. I’ve also 
had to postpone the General license class till October, stay tuned for the 
dates!
  Our ham-Fest is coming in just a few weeks on September 18th so our 
meeting will be focusing on the final planning for this important event. 
We will need your help for this to be successful, it’s just a few hours on a 
Sunday morning so please step up and donate some time. Remember our 
next meeting comes early this month on Thursday the 8th so mark your 
calendars.  Its also time for the board to present the 2023 EPARA budget, 
I will be making a motion to postpone this until October so we will know 
what income we get from the Ham-Fest. Finally, I will be proposing to 
purchase a Yaesu 991A for the radio room, I will show prices for new and 
good used rigs. The membership must authorize funding for the purchase 
so it will be put to a vote.

That’s all for now, see you at our meeting on September 8th.

73 Chris AJ3C

President Chris Saunders AJ3C:  aj3c@gmx.com Vice President Bill Carpenter AB3ME:  bill47@ptd.net

Secretary Kevin Forest W3KCF: w3kcf@outlook.com Treasurer Scott Phelan KC3IAO: kc3iao@hobbyguild.com

Member at Large Eric Weis N3SWR:  n3swr@ptd.net ARES EC  Charles Borger KB3JUF  KB3JUF@gmail.com

From The President
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EPARA Net list
Monroe county ARES-RACES – Sunday’s 8:30 PM, 146.865 MHz, PL -100 Hz

The Monday Night Pimple Hill repeater 8:30 PM ( Repeater freq = 447.275 with a - 5MHz 
offset) DMR TECH Net on TG314273* Time Slot 2

SPARK Information/Swap Net – Tuesday’s 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL 131.8 Hz

The Wednesday Night EPARA Hot Spot DMR Rag Chew net at 8:30 PM, TG 3149822*  Time 
Slot 2 (N3IS Talk Group)

EPARA Tech Net – Friday’s 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL +131.8 Hz

*TG = Talk Group
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Rule #1 of Amateur Radio, it is a hobby, unless you figured out a way to fashion a living out of it.
Rule #2 of Amateur Radio, life is not a hobby and typically carries heavy responsibilities of everything that is 
not a hobby. 
Rule #3 of Amateur Radio, never give up a LIFE event for a Ham event. You may make some great memories 
at the Ham event, but the guilt you may carry missing a LIFE event can be a terribly heavy millstone.
Rule #4 of Amateur Radio,  as technology moves forward, so does Ham Radio - do what makes you happiest, 
experiment with other elements of Ham Radio as LIFE allows.
Rule #5 of Amateur Radio,  it is only Ham Radio, when confused always refer to Rule #1 through #4.

EPARA Club Dues
Club dues were due January 1st and are 
temporarily extended due to COVID reasons.  
For those that missed the chance to stay 
current, there are two (2) methods available to 
pay to help make this easy for all.  Contact Scott 
KC3IAO via his email: KC3IAO@hobbyguild.
com and you can send him a check or pay via 
PayPal.  

ARES/RACES
 There is an official S.E.T planned for Sunday, 
October 2nd.  Contact Charlie KB3JUF for 
further info if needed.

Hamfest!
EPARA will host its annual hamfest this year 
on Sunday, September 18th, 2022.  There is 
a new location this year - the Moose Lodge # 
1336 at 705 Stokes Mill Rd., East Stroudsburg. 
The official flyer is posted in this addistion to 
help to get the word out, plus there is a larger 
map as well. There is a huge field area and 
extensive parking available!

Shack Photos for our Facebook page
We are looking for shack photos from members 
to post on our Facebook group page, so those 
that are interested please send them to Bob 
W3BMM and they will get posted!
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EPARA General Membership Meeting Agenda
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What is the term for the time required for the capacitor in an RC circuit to be charged to 63.2% of 
the applied voltage?

 A. An exponential rate of one
 B. One time constant 
 C. One exponential period 
 D. A time factor of one 

Last month’s answer was, B. A very small amount of  noise (white noise) is added to the input 
before conversion. It causes the state of the converter to randomly oscillate between 0 and 1 in the 
presence of very low levels of input, rather than sticking at a fixed value. This helps prevent the 
signal from simply getting cut off altogether at this low level and extends the effective range of 
signals that the A-to-D converter can convert.

The EPARA HOT SPOT Wednesday night DMR rag chew is here!
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Anyone looking to take an exam is encouraged to contact Chris 
AJ3C to preregister at least one (1) week in advance of  the test 

date. If  you have any questions or to register, Chris can be reached 
via email AJ3C@GMX.COM. VE sessions are being held the 4th Fri-
day of  each month at 6pm at the Monroe County 911 training cen-
ter. Seating is limited for the time being so we can follow the health 
guidelines set forth by the county and state.   
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ARES/RACES meetings are now being held on the fourth 
Friday of each month at 7PM.  The meetings are once 
again being held at the 911 call center.   These meetings 
will serve as training sessions covering several aspects 
of amateur radio emergency communications. We will 
start with traffic handling and the use of Radiograms 
and the ICS 213 general message form. Future sessions 
will cover the use of several ICS forms and the setup 
and use of digital communication modes including 
Winlink, Packet Radio, APRS, and the FLDIGI software  
program. Meeting are open to all, you do not need to be 
an ARES/RACES team member to attend. 

Want to Put Your Ham Radio Skills to Good Use? Get Involved in 

EmComm!
One of the missions of the Amateur Radio Service is for amateur radio operators to provide 

public service and emergency communications (EmComm) when needed. We act as a voluntary 
noncommercial communication service and pitch in to help our communities and first responders.

So, what organizations are out there for community-minded amateur radio operators and what can 
we do to help?

Join In
One good entry point into public service and emergency communications is to join SkyWarn, a 
volunteer program run by the National Weather Service (NWS) with more than 290,000 trained 
severe weather spotters. These volunteers help keep their local communities safe by providing 
timely and accurate reports of severe weather to the NWS.

Not all of these weather spotters are amateur radio operators, but many are. Amateur radio 
communications can report severe weather in real time. When severe weather is imminent, 
SkyWarn spotters are deployed to the areas where severe weather is expected. A net is activated on a 
local repeater and SkyWarn spotters who are Hams check into that net. The net control advises the 
spotters when they might expect to see severe weather, and the spotters report conditions such as 
horizontal winds, large hail, rotating clouds, and even tornadoes.
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To become a SkyWarn spotter, you must attend a class that teaches you the basics of severe weather, 
how to identify potentially severe weather features, and how to report them. The classes are free and 
typically last about two hours. Check your local NWS website for class schedules.

ARES/RACES/CERT
Another way Hams can become involved in public service and emergency communication is to 
join an ARES or RACES  group. Technically, these are two separate services—the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service (ARES) is run by the ARRL, while the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 
(RACES) is a function of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Amateur radio 
operators who typically take part in one also take part in the other.

To participate in RACES, you’ll need to take some self-study FEMA courses in emergency 
preparedness and emergency-response protocols. Classes may or may not be required to participate 
in ARES. These requirements are set by each individual ARES group. To get involved with either 
ARES or RACES, ask your local club members when they meet. You can also contact the Section 
Manager or Emergency Coordinator for your ARRL section. To contact them, click here and find the 
section that you live in.

Amateur radio operators belonging to ARES (and its predecessor, the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Corps) have responded to local and regional disasters since the 1930s, including the 9/11 attacks, 
and Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Michael, among others.

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program trains volunteers—both Hams and 
non-hams—how to be prepared for disasters that may impact their area. They provide basic disaster 
response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical 
operations. CERT offers a nationwide approach to volunteer training and organization that first 
responders can rely on during disaster situations, allowing them to focus on more complex tasks.

What Gear Do You Need?
For most local needs, a 5-watt VHF/UHF handheld transceiver is sufficient for utilizing local 
repeaters to relay messages and report on conditions as they exist. Replacing the radio’s stock 
antenna with a higher gain antenna or connecting it to a magnetic mount on a vehicle will increase 
range significantly.

Even better is a VHF/UHF mobile radio installed in your vehicle with 25 or more watts output and a 
good mobile antenna. In the event the repeater loses power, you can talk over a considerably larger 
area in simplex mode with the extra power and a good mobile antenna.
If you work with an ARES or RACES group, you may be asked to act as a county control station. In 
this capacity, you’d need both HF and VHF transceivers in a fixed location, such as your house, with 
a good antenna system and emergency power capabilities like a generator or batteries. This allows 
you to make contacts within your state and throughout the U.S.

Helping Hams
Ham radio can play a key role in emergency situations. Here are a few examples:
• Ham radio connected firefighters and police departments, Red Cross workers, and other 

emergency personnel during the 2003 blackout that affected the northeast United States.
• In 2017, fifty amateur radio operators were dispatched to Puerto Rico to provide 

communications services in the wake of Hurricane Maria.
• Amateur radio operators provided communications in the aftermath of the Boston Marathon 

bombing when cellphone systems became overloaded.
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• During Hurricane Katrina, more than one thousand ARES volunteers assisted in the aftermath 
and provided communications for the American Red Cross.

• During the devastating Oklahoma tornado outbreak that began in May 1999, amateur radio 
operators—giving timely ground-truth reports of severe weather—played a critical role in 
the warning and decision-making processes at the NWS Weather Forecast Office in Norman, 
Oklahoma.

Credit: https://www.onallbands.com/want-to-put-your-ham-radio-skills-to-good-use-get-involved-
in-emcomm/
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Topics of Interest

Have an idea you would like to share with your fellow hams? Interested in one of the new exotic digital modes 
and would like to get others interested in it too? Found a blog somewhere that you think others would 

find interesting? Members are encouraged to submit items of interest for publication. Submitted articles (are 
suggested) to be no more than a page or two in length and may be edited for content and grammar. The EPARA 
officers and newsletter editor reserve the right to determine which items will be included in The 
Beacon. The deadline for publication is the 15th of the month. The publication date will be at 
the end of each month. Copyrights are the property of their respective owners and their use is 
strictly non-profit/educational and intended to foster the spirit of amateur radio. 

If you’ve taken pictures at an event and would like to submit them for possible inclusion in the newsletter, 
forward them to the newsletter editor. Please send action shots, if possible. Faces are often preferable over the 
backs of heads. Many hams may be way too overweight, so please consider using a wide-angled lens.

Disclaimer
The Beacon is not representative of the views or opinions of the whole organization, and such views

and opinions expressed herein are of the individual author(s).

What does an electrician have for breakfast?
an Ohm-lette 

Hello folks!

Summer is winding down and the heat is still rather intense at 
times.  It wears me out but I still try to keep moving forward.  
I must admit the SSTV challenge, hmmm... now that’s a catchy phrase I think,  I’m going to give that a 
try in the very near future.  It’s actually easy and you don’t need a bunch of special equipment to make 
a QSO.  Plus, ITS COOL! 

The hamfest is only weeks away and I’m looking forward to see the crowd this year.  With the signif-
icant amount of parking available and the resources coming from the Moose Lodge we should have a 
great event!  I look forward to see you all there and smiling for the camera :)

Cheers for now!

Eric
N3SWR

Eric,  N3SWR
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Contests!
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    08/26/2022 | 9Y60TT Special Event - Trinidad and 
Tobago 60th Independence Anniversary

    Aug 26-Sep 3, 0400Z-0400Z, 9Y60TT, Port of 
Spain, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO. TTARS. 7.159 
28.462 50.125 29.580. Certificate. TTARS, Boy 
Scouts HQ, St. Anns, Port of Spain, TRINIDAD & 
TOBAGO. Celebration of Trinidad and Tobago’s 60th 
Anniversary of Independence via an Amateur Radio 
Special Event call sign 9Y60TT from 26th August - 
2nd September 2022. The event will be multi-mode, 
multi-band and multi-operator. Modes will include 
HF SSB, CW, Slow Scan TV (SSTV), Digital Modes 
FT8, JS8, FT4 & JT65, 2m EME (Moonbounce), 
Satellite, APRS via ISS, Digital Voice (DMR, C4FM, 
D-Star), EchoLink....and more. QSL is via Logbook 
of The World (LOTW). We also confirm and log 
via QRZ.com, ClubLog, and HRDLog. For more 
details on the event and to obtain a certificate, visit 
the website https://9y60tt.info/ Thank you, Good DX 
and 73. de 9Z4RG https://9y60tt.info 
    08/26/2022 | Amateur Radio Software Award

    Aug 26-Sep 5, 0500Z-0700Z, K3A, K3R, K3S, 
Ames, IA. Amateur Radio Software Award. 3.950 
7.078 7.185 14.250. QSL. Amateur Radio Software 
Awards, Special Event Station, P.O. Box 126, Ames, 
IA 50010-0126. Special event stations K3A, K3R, 
and K3S are operating from Iowa, Colorado and 
California to promote free and open amateur radio 
software. During the event the 2022 Amateur 
Radio Software Award recipient David Rowe 
(VK5DGR) will be honored for Codec 2 which 
enables digital voice communication over HF and 
VHF. Nominations for the 2023 awards will also be 
encouraged. Please QSL with S.A.S.E. The Amateur 
Radio Software Award is an annual international 
award for the recognition of software projects that 
enhance amateur radio. The award aims to promote 
amateur radio software development which adheres 
to the same spirit as amateur radio itself: innovative, 
free and open. For more information about the 
Amateur Radio Software Award or a detailed 
schedule of the special visit www.arsaward.com. 

https://arsaward.com/special-event.html 
    08/27/2022 | Buhl Day Celebration

    Aug 27-Sep 5, 0000Z-2359Z, W3B, Hermitage, PA. 
Mercer County Amateur Radio Club. 7.185 14.240 
145.350. QSL. Mercer County Amateur Radio Club, 
P.O. Box 996, Sharon, PA 16146. Mercer County 
Amateur Radio Club is celebrating BUHL DAY, 
the 107th Anniversary of Buhl Farm Park, which 
covers 300 acres donated to the Shenango Valley 
Pennsylvania, community by Frank Buhl a local 
industrialist, for the use and recreation purposes 
More information at www.w3lif.org 
    08/28/2022 | Auburn Cord Duesenberg Festival

    Aug 28-Sep 9, 0000Z-2359Z, K9A, Auburn, IN. 
Northeastern Indiana Amateur Radio Association. 
7.225+/- 14.074 7.074. Certificate & QSL. K9A - 
NIARA, P.O. Box 145, Auburn, IN 46706. w9ou.org 
    09/01/2022 | 95th Anniversary of the inventionof 
the electronic TV

    Sep 1-Sep 12, 0000Z-2359Z, K7T, West Jordan, 
UT. Utah DX Association. 14.250 7.200. QSL. Wesley 
Wilkinson, 7363 S Galaxy Hill Rd, West Jordan, UT 
84081. w7wes@yahoo.com 
    09/01/2022 | Young Amateurs Radio Club WY4RC 
Worked All YARC Zones Special Event

    Sep 1-Sep 15, 1800Z-1800Z, WY4RC, New Haven, 
CT. Young Amateurs Radio Club WY4RC. 14.250 
All Bands, All Modes. Certificate. Tyler Schroder, 
PO Box 201266, New Haven, CT 06520. WY4RC - 
The Young Amateurs Radio Club, is hosting our first 
annual YARC-WAYZ (Worked All YARC Zones) 
special event! Youth operators will be activating 
WY4RC/# in the ten US call zones from September 1 
to September 15, 2022. Different awards are available 
for operators who contact at least six or all zones 
during the event. If you know of youth who would 
be interested in operating, please point them to 
our Discord server, https://discord.gg/yarc, where 
we are coordinating the event and time slots. For 
clubs and other operators, have them check out our 
rules and award details on how to participate! More 
information is available online at https://yarc.world/
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index.php/events/2022/yarc-worked-all-yarc-zones-
wayz-contest-event 
    09/02/2022 | 200th Great Geauga County Fair

    Sep 2-Sep 3, 1200Z-0200Z, W8G, Burton, OH. 
Geauga Amateur Radio Association. 7.245 14.245. 
Certificate & QSL. Jacqueline Welch, P.O. Box 192, 
Windsor, OH 44099. www.geaugaara.org 
    09/02/2022 | V-J Day Commemoration

    Sep 2, 1600Z-2130Z, W5KID, Baton Rouge, LA. 
Baton Rouge Amateur Radio Club. 7.040 7.250 
14.040 14.250. QSL. USS KIDD Amateur Radio 
Club, 305 S. River Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 
Operation aboard the USS KIDD (DD-661). WW II 
Fletcher class destroyer. www.qrz.com/db/w5kid 
   

    09/03/2022 | Back to Paradise, 44th Anniversary

    Sep 3-Sep 5, 1600Z-1700Z, K7RDG, Sierra Vista, 
AZ. Cochise Amateur Radio Association. 3.890 
7.225 14.070 14.285; voice/FT8/FT4/JS8. Certificate. 
Cochise ARA, P.O. Box 1855 , Sierra Vista, AZ 
85636-1855. www.k7rdg.org 
    09/03/2022 | Celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 
KYW Broadcast

    Sep 3-Sep 5, 1300Z-2300Z, W9C, Orland Park, 
IL. Metro DX Club. 7.050 7.280 14.050 50.313. 
Certificate & QSL. Jim Mornar, N9TK, 8607 W. 
Kendall Lane, Orland Park, IL 60462. Operations 
will be on other frequencies as needed. A certificate 
to be returned by email may be requested by sending 
an email to n9tk@att.net. To receive a printed 
certificate and QSL card, please send your donation 
of $5.00 (for the Dave Kalter Youth DX Adventure) 
and a self-addressed 9×12 envelope with three 
(3) ounces postage ($1.08) attached to N9TK, our 
QSL manager for W9C https://www.metrodxclub.
com/2022-special-event 
    09/04/2022 | Fly/In Cruise/In

    Sep 4, 1200Z-1900Z, W9EBN, Marion, IN. 
Grant County Amateur Radio Club. 3.850 MHz 
7.250 MHz 14.250 MHz; DStar: Ref 24B DMR: 

Talkgroups- 31656 & 3100. Certificate & QSL. Grant 
County Amateur Radio Club, c/o L B Nickerson 
- K9NQW, P O Box 1786, Marion, IN 46952. 
grantcountyamateurradioclub@gmail.com or https://
www.grantarc.org 
    09/08/2022 | 9-11 Remembered Once More

    Sep 8-Sep 12, 0000Z-2359Z, K4A, Cordova, AL. 
Alabama Contest Group/WA1FCN. 7.040; all bands, 
all modes. Certificate & QSL. Robert Beaudoin, 970 
Mountainview Rd., Cordova, AL 35550. Certificate 
for K4A QSO on four bands and any combination of 
modes. QSL with SASE. Please.wa1fcn@charter.net 
or www.qrz.com/db/wa1fcn 
    09/10/2022 | National POW MIA Recognition Day

    Sep 10-Sep 18, 0000Z-2359Z, K4MIA, 
Loxahatchee, FL. PBSEC. 7.195 14.265 18.150 
28.400. Certificate & QSL. Michael Bald, 6758 
Hall Blvd., Loxahatchee, FL 33470. Observances of 
National POW MIA Recognition Day are held across 
this country on the third Friday in September each 
year. This year it will be on September 16. The day 
was established to honor our prisoners of war and 
those who are still missing in action. This will be the 
14th year the special event station has been activated. 
On Sept 16, K4MIA will be transmitting from a 
Vietnam UH1H Huey helicopter. There will be sister 
stations K4MIA/2, K4MIA/4, K4MIA/5 K4MIA/7 
and K4MIA/8 in operation. Possibly more. Days 
listed above are primary operational days and modes 
used will be, SSB, CW, FT8 and Satellite operation. 
Throughout the month of Sept, K4MIA will be on 
less used digital modes, SSTV, and hopefully EME 
again. See QRZ for a lot more information and a 
copy of this year’s QSL card. Because of the volume 
of requests, you MUST SEND SASE to get a returned 
QSL. Please take time to remember our POW’s, 
MIA’s, KIA’s as well as their families. radiomb@
bellsouth.net or www.qrz.com/db/k4mia 
    09/10/2022 | Arthur Collins Birthday

    Sep 10-Sep 11, 1300Z-0100Z, W0CXX, Cedar 
Rapids, IA. Collins Amateur Radio Club Cedar 
Rapids, IA. 3.90 7.180 14.302 21.380. Certificate. 
W0CXX, 1110 Lyndhurst Dr, Hiawatha, IA 52233-
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1820. w0cxx.us 
    09/10/2022 | Celebration of Initiation of US 
Airmail and Attendant Beacon System

    Sep 10, 1500Z-2200Z, K0A, Saint Paul, MN. South 
East Metro Amateur Radio Club. 7.035 7.250 14.250 
18.100. Certificate. Brian McInerney, N0BM, 2523 
Cochrane Dr., Woodbury, MN 55125. www.semarc.
org 
    09/10/2022 | Route 66 On the Air

    Sep 10-Sep 18, 0000Z-2359Z, W6H, Rio Rancho, 
NM. Albuquerque DX Association. 14.033 14.266 
3.866 7.266. QSL. Bill Mader, 4701 Sombrerete 
Rd SE, Rio Rancho, NM 87124. We will operate 
CW, SSB, and FT8 primarily on 80m-10m, with 
supporting propagation. Look for our self-spots on 
your favorite cluster. Find our operating schedule at 
http://n2iw.com/route66-2022/index.php. See our 
QRZ.com page. Please spot us when you work us! 73, 
Bill, K8TE https://adxa.groups.io/g/main 

    09/10/2022 | Toys on the Air

    Sep 10, 1300Z-2000Z, WA4TRS, Fairview, NC. The 
Road Show Amateur Radio Club, Inc.. 14.275 28.370. 
Certificate & QSL. The Road Show Amateur Radio 
Club, Inc., 57 Echo Lake Drive, Fairview, NC 28730. 
Kick off of The Toys For Tots 2022 Fall Campaign for 
Western North Carolina www.wa4trs.org 
    09/10/2022 | Wings Over the Rockies B-17 Fly-in

    Sep 10, 1400Z-2200Z, W0R, Parker, CO. Parker 
Radio Association. 14.222 7.222. QSL. W0R, PO Box 
3241, Parker, CO 80134. B-17 fly-in parkerradio.
org 
    09/16/2022 | Ham Radio Action Camp

    Sep 16-Sep 18, 1700Z-1900Z, K9J, Hartford City, 
IN. Indiana Royal Rangers. 14.240 14.270 28.435 
146.550. Certificate. Jerry Barnes, 601 Spring Street, 
Madison, IN 47250. HRAC is designed to give 
training and experience in the use and benefits 
of Amateur Radio as a exciting hobby along with 
the use in an Emergency Situation. Much of the 

instruction is based on the requirements from 
the Royal Rangers Green Amateur Radio merit. 
The time will be divided between instruction and 
application. The Adventure Rangers (grades 6 - 8) 
and the Expedition Rangers (grades 9 - 12) will learn 
skills, such as signal propagation, antenna types 
and efficiency, transmitting modes, operator license 
requirements and acquisition, as well as the proper 
use of a mobile hand held and fixed base radio unit. 
Teams will set-up a temporary installation and make 
contact with other area, and beyond, ham radio 
operators. This is also a great opportunity to draw 
closer to God and grow spiritually. https://www.
indianaag.org/ministries/royal-rangers 
    09/16/2022 | Project Big E

    Sep 16-Oct 2, 1000Z-2200Z, N1E, West 
Springfield, MA. Hampden County Radio 
Association. 7.050 7.195 14.050 14.285; digital, HF 
and VHF; additional bands and modes possible. 
QSL. Larry Kranson, W1AST, 100 Kenmore Dr, 
Longmeadow, MA 01106-2759. Amateur exhibit will 
be staffed daily from 10 AM-10 PM ET. September 
16-October 2, 2022 –– N1E, W. Springfield, MA. The 
Big E, “New England’s Great State Fair” with over 
1.6 million visitors. Will host a live, on-site ARISS 
contact sometime during the operating event. QSL 
with self-sticking SASE please. www.nediv.arrl.org/
ProjectBigE 
    09/17/2022 | 200th Anniversary of the Fontenelle 
Fur Trading Post

    Sep 17-Sep 18, 1300Z-2300Z, W0N, Bellevue, NE. 
Bellevue Amateur Radio Club. CW: 7.060 14.050; 
SSB 7.250 14.250; PSK31 14.070; SSTV 14.233; 
D-STAR Ref 002C. QSL. eQSL or direct to Dudley 
Allen, KD0NMD, 4509 Anchor Mill Rd, Papillion, 
NE 68133. www.bellevuearc.org 
    09/17/2022 | Harvey House on the Air

    Sep 17, 1400Z-2000Z, KS0LV, Leavenworth, KS. 
Pilot Knob Amateur Radio Club. 7.185 14.228 21.278 
28.378. QSL. Charles Jackson, N0CS, 717 Mount 
Calvary Road, Lansing, KS 66043. Operating from 
the home of Mr. Fred Harvey in Leavenworth, KS 
n0cs@arrl.net 
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    09/17/2022 | USAF 75th Birthday

    Sep 17, 1500Z-2359Z, N7GV, Sahuarita, AZ. 
Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. 7.260 14.260. 
QSL. Richard Rogers, 15747 S Avenida Cuaima, 
Sahuarita, AZ 85629-8682. Celebrate the 75th 
birthday of the USAF from the Titan Missile 
Museum using the discone antenna used by Titan 
crews when the site was on alert. rcralb@aol.com or 
https://www.gvarc.us 
    09/22/2022 | 500th Anniversary of the Discovery 
of Arkansas State Capital - Little Rock

    Sep 22-Sep 25, 1400Z-2300Z, K5A, Springdale, 
AR. Razorback Contest Club. 7.040 7.190 14.040 
14.260. QSL. Razorback Contest Club, 3407 Diana 
St., Springdale, AR 72764. Commemorating the 
500th anniversary of the discovery of the area which 
would become Little Rock, the Arkansas state capital. 
rccw5yo@cox.net 

    09/24/2022 | Celebrating the Launch of the USS 
Massachusetts BB59

    Sep 24, 1400Z-2000Z, NE1PL, Fall River, MA. 
USNR. 20 meters 40 meters. QSL. Rick Emord 
KB1TEE, 135 Wareham st, Middleboro, MA 02344. 
Anyone can make contacts or come down and 
operate. We’ll be on 20 and 40 meters and other 
bands as equipment and operators allow. www.ne1pl.
org 
    09/24/2022 | The 100th Anniversary of the Krug 
Park Castle

    Sep 24, 1700Z-2100Z, W0K, Saint Joseph, MO. 
Missouri Valley Amateur Radio Club. 14.188. 
Certificate. Brad Hurd, 3423 Pacific Street, Saint 
Joseph, MO 64507. This is a special event station 
to celabrate the 100th anniversary of the historical 
Krug Park Castle in St. Joseph, MO. We will operate 
mainly on 20 and 40 meters SSB and CW. Other 
bands and modes maybe utilized for the event. 
w0nh.org 
    09/24/2022 | Volcano Days Parkersburg WV

    Sep 24, 1400Z-2200Z, W8PAR, Parkersburg, WV. 
Parkersburg Amateur Radio Klub. 14.225 7.225. 
Certificate & QSL. Jerry Wharton, 1722 20th. St., 
Parkersburg, WV 26101. Celebrating the early 
history of oil and gas exploration in the 1850”s. 
w8par.org 
    09/25/2022 | 242 Anniversary Muster at Sycamore 
Shoals on the Watauga River and march to Kings 
Mountain

    Sep 25-Oct 7, 1700Z-1700Z, WR4CC, 
Elizabethton, TN. Carter County Amateur Radio 
Association. 3.900 7.075 14.290 21.350. QSL. Larry 
Davis, KM4RWO, 172 Carl Taylor Dr., Elizabethton, 
TN 37643. To help celebrate the gathering and 
march of men from the frontier that helped win The 
American Revolution. The march to Kings Mountain 
was 242 years ago in the year 1780. wr4cc.org 
    09/30/2022 | Smoky Mountain Amateur Radio 
Club 75th Anniversary

    Sep 30-Oct 2, 0000Z-0000Z, W4OLB, Maryville, 
TN. Smoky Mountain Amateur Radio Club. 
7.220MHz SSB 7.050MHz CW 14.250MHz SSB 
14.090MHz CW. QSL. Paul Galentine, 103 Hatcher 
Ln., Maryville, TN 37803. W4OLB.org 
    09/30/2022 | Toccoa-Currahee Military Weekend

    Sep 30-Oct 2, 1600Z-1400Z, W4T, Toccoa, GA. 
Currahee Military Museum. 1.945 3.885 7.270. 
QSL. Garret Scott, 10236 Birch Hill Lane, Knoxville, 
TN 37932. Military Weekend commemorating the 
training of WWII Airborne Troops at Camp Toccoa, 
Georgia. Parachute Infantry Regiments of the 101st 
and 82nd Airborne Divisions, and others, trained 
at Camp Toccoa, notably including the 506st PIR 
“Easy Company”. All operations will be from original 
WWII radio equipment, including an SCR-177B/
BC-191/BC-312, SCR-284/BC-654, SCR-694/BC-
1306, SCR-536/BC-611, and SCR-511/BC745. AM 
and CW modes will be utilized. Radio operations 
will be conducted from living history encampments 
at the Toccoa Museum, Toccoa Courthouse, Camp 
Toccoa, and Currahee Mountain. WWII veterans are 
expected to participate in this event. w8bug.com/
w4t 
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6BA6, Miniature Remote Cut-Off Pentode

  September 2022              East Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association                    Page 23



  September 2022              East Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association                    Page 24



On August 18 a new sunspot group 
emerged, another on August 21, 
then two more on August 23, and 
three more on August 25, when the 
sunspot number jumped to 94 from 
46 the previous day.  Total sunspot 
area more than doubled from 
Wednesday to Thursday.

Solar activity overall was down 
slightly for the reporting week, 
August 18-24, with average daily 
sunspot number declining from 
60.8 during the previous seven days 
to 58.7, and average solar flux from 
123.7 to 104.5.

Planetary A index changed from an 
average of 11.7 to 12.6, and middle 
latitude A index measured at a 
single magnetometer in Virginia 
was 11, after an average of 10 last 
week.

As an indicator of rising solar 
activity, a year ago this bulletin 
reported average daily sunspot 
number at 17.7, 41 points below this 
week’s report.

The Thursday night forecast from the 557th weather wing at Offut Air Force Base shows a probable peak of 
solar flux for the near term at 130 on September 11 and again on October 8.

Predicted solar flux is 120 on August 26-27 (up from 105 in the previous day’s forecast), 115 on August 28, 
110 on August 29-31, 115 on September 1-2, 116 on September 3-4, 112 on September 5, 108 on September 
6-7, then 115, 120, 124 and 130 on September 8-11, then 128, 120, 118, 105 and 102 on September 12-16, 98 on 
September 17-18, 96 on September 19-21, 94 on September 22-24, then 92, 98 and 100 on September 25-27, 
then 108, 114, 116 and 116 on September 28 through October 1.

Predicted planetary A index has some surprises in store, at 5 on August 26, 8 on August 27-28, 10 on August 
29, 5 on August 30-31, 8 on September 1-2, then jumping way up to 30, 38 and 20 on September 3-5, then 
15, 18, 10, 12 and 8 on September 6-10, 5 on September 11-12, then 12, 15 and 10 on September 13-15, 8 on 
September 16-17, then 25, 15 and 8 on September 18-20, 5 on September 21-22, 12 on September 23, then  8 
on September 24-26, 5 on September 27-29, then back up to 30, 38, 20, 15 and 18 on September 30 through 
October 4, an apparent echo of the prediction for September 3-7.

The above predictions were from USAF forecasters Easterlin and Sadovsky.

K7RA Solar Update
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Credit:  https://www.arrl.org/files/file/QEX_Next_Issue/2022/09%20SepOct/09%20Perspectives.pdf
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