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Our 27Th Year!

Next Club Meeting:  may 11th
Monroe County Public Safety Center, 100 Gypsum Rd Stroudsburg, PA 18360

Welcome to the EPARA Beacon! This newsletter is published monthly and is the 
official newsletter of the Eastern Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association. EPARA 

has served the amateur radio community in the Pocono Mountains for over 25 years. We 
have been an ARRL affiliated club since 1995.   We offer opportunities for learning and 
the advancement of skills in the radio art for hams and non-hams alike.   EPARA supports 
Monroe County ARES/RACES in their mission of providing emergency communications 
for served agencies in Monroe County.   Feel free to join us at one of our meetings or 
operating events during the year. The club meets on the second Thursday of every month, 
at the Monroe County 911 Emergency Control Center.  The business meeting starts at 
7:30 P.M. Anyone interested is invited to participate in our meetings and activities.

ZOOM Meeting Info:     Meetings begin at 7:30PM!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85463346031?pwd=bU1KcVZ0aVZiVEUvdjRsUXlNNHZkZz09

Meeting ID: 854 6334 6031  Password: 244632
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Postal Address: Web Site: Send dues to: Newsletter submissions to:

EPARA https://www.qsl.net/n3is/ EPARA Eric Weis, N3SWR Editor

PO Box 521 Email: PO Box 521 EPARAnewsletter@ptd.net

Sciota, PA 18354 N3IS@qsl.net Sciota, PA 18354

Contact Information

It’s been a busy month; the coax has been replaced for the 911 center’s antenna and after a little 
troubleshooting everything is working perfectly.  The radio room has been cleaned and the stations 

are fully operational. We still need to organize things and decide what equipment we will sell at the 
hamfest, but there has been tremendous progress. Martin KC3TOE, our new quartermaster, is doing 
a great job cataloging all the club equipment!

Our ARES group attended the open house at the 911 center to promote amateur radio and explain our 
role in EMCOMM as ham radio operators to the public. It was a fantastic event; I want to thank all 
who helped make it such a success!

We have a new committee focusing on sat comm, it will be called GOES group. Alex KD2FTA will be 
the chair of the group. There are some very exciting things coming from this group that will be fun and 
beneficial to all members! Details will be covered at the next meeting. 
Our EME group will now solely focus on the EME project with our goal 
of making our first earth moon earth contact this year.

There has been great member involvement in several areas, this is 
making EPARA an even better radio club. I’ve always said this is your 
club not mine, you are making it a great place for hams to learn and 
enjoy themselves!

Well, that’s it for now. 
Our next meeting will be on May 11th, hope to see you then.
Chris,  AJ3C

President Chris Saunders AJ3C:  aj3c@gmx.com Vice President Bob Matychak W3BMM: w3bmmqth@gmail.com

Secretary Kevin Forest W3KCF: w3kcf@outlook.com Treasurer Scott Phelan KC3IAO: kc3iao@hobbyguild.com

Member at Large Eric Weis N3SWR:  n3swr@ptd.net ARES EC : Vacant 

From The President

Sam - our newest Extra Class member!
Congratulations!!!
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EPARA Net list
Monroe county ARES-RACES – Sunday’s 8:30 PM, 146.865 MHz, PL -100 Hz

The Monday Night Pimple Hill repeater 8:30 PM ( Repeater freq = 447.275 with a - 5MHz 
offset) DMR TECH Net on TG314273*	 Time Slot 2

SPARK Information/Swap Net – Tuesday’s 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL 131.8 Hz

The Wednesday Night EPARA Hot Spot DMR Rag Chew net at 8:30 PM, TG 3149822*  
Time Slot 2 (N3IS Talk Group)

EPARA Tech Net – Friday’s 8:30 PM, 147.045 MHz, PL +131.8 Hz

*TG = Talk Group
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Rule #1 of Amateur Radio, it is a hobby, unless you figured out a way to fashion a living out of it.
Rule #2 of Amateur Radio, life is not a hobby and typically carries heavy responsibilities of everything that is 
not a hobby. 
Rule #3 of Amateur Radio, never give up a LIFE event for a Ham event. You may make some great memories 
at the Ham event, but the guilt you may carry missing a LIFE event can be a terribly heavy millstone.
Rule #4 of Amateur Radio,  as technology moves forward, so does Ham Radio - do what makes you happiest, 
experiment with other elements of Ham Radio as LIFE allows.
Rule #5 of Amateur Radio,  it is only Ham Radio, when confused always refer to Rule #1 through #4.

EPARA Club Dues!
Club dues are now past due. Contact Scott 
KC3IAO via his email: KC3IAO@hobbyguild.
com and you can send him a check or pay via 
PayPal.  

Rookie Roundup!
Rookie Roundup is a contest aimed at Amateurs 
licensed for three years or less. This six-hour 
event is held three times per year (April, August 
and December). Rookies can contact anybody, 
while “Old Timers” make contact with only 
Rookies. Mentoring is a big part of this event!

All events run for 6 hours (from 1800 to 2359 
UTC) on the dates shown below.
- Sunday, April 16, 2023, using SSB.
- Sunday, August 20, 2023, using RTTY.
- Sunday, December 17, 2023, using CW

West End Fair!
The West End Fair is coming August 20th, 
2023!  

2023 ARRL Field Day is June 24-25
Field Day is ham radio’s open house. Every 
June, more than 40,000 hams throughout 
North America set up temporary transmitting 
stations in public places to demonstrate 
ham radio’s science, skill and service to our 
communities and our nation. It combines 
public service, emergency preparedness, 
community outreach, and technical skills all in 
a single event. Field Day has been an annual 
event since 1933, and remains the most popular 
event in ham radio.

Murgas ARC 44th anual Hamfest and 
Computerfest 
Event will be held Sunday July 2nd.  For more 
info go here: https://murgasarc.org/hamfest.
htm

Sussex County Hamfest!
Event will be held July 16th.. For more info 
please go here:  http://www.scarcnj.org/
hamfest.html
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EPARA General Membership Meeting Agenda
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What part of a packet radio frame contains the routing and handling information?
 
A. Directory 
B. Preamble 
C. Header 
D. Footer 

Last months answer was C.   The number of states increases exponentially with each bit increase.
1 bit = 2 states, 2 bits = 4 states, and 3 bits = 8 states. 

The EPARA HOT SPOT Wednesday night DMR rag chew is here!
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Anyone looking to take an exam is encouraged to contact Chris 
AJ3C to preregister at least one (1) week in advance of  the test 

date. If  you have any questions or to register, Chris can be reached 
via email AJ3C@GMX.COM. VE sessions are being held the 4th Fri-
day of  each month at 6pm at the Monroe County 911 training cen-
ter. Seating is limited for the time being so we can follow the health 
guidelines set forth by the county and state.   
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ARES/RACES meetings are now being held on the fourth Friday of each month at 7PM.  The meetings 
are once again being held at the 911 call center.   These meetings will serve as training sessions covering 
several aspects of amateur radio emergency communications. We will start with traffic handling and 
the use of Radiograms and the ICS 213 general message form. Future sessions will cover the use of 
several ICS forms and the setup and use of digital communication modes including Winlink, Packet 
Radio, APRS, and the FLDIGI software  program. Meeting are open to all, you do not need to be an 
ARES/RACES team member to attend. 

Want to Put Your Ham Radio Skills to Good Use? Get Involved in 

EmComm!
One of the missions of the Amateur Radio Service is for amateur radio operators to provide 

public service and emergency communications (EmComm) when needed. We act as a voluntary 
noncommercial communication service and pitch in to help our communities and first responders.

So, what organizations are out there for community-minded amateur radio operators and what can 
we do to help?

Join In
One good entry point into public service and emergency communications is to join SkyWarn, a 
volunteer program run by the National Weather Service (NWS) with more than 290,000 trained 
severe weather spotters. These volunteers help keep their local communities safe by providing 
timely and accurate reports of severe weather to the NWS.

Not all of these weather spotters are amateur radio operators, but many are. Amateur radio 
communications can report severe weather in real time. When severe weather is imminent, 
SkyWarn spotters are deployed to the areas where severe weather is expected. A net is activated on a 
local repeater and SkyWarn spotters who are Hams check into that net. The net control advises the 
spotters when they might expect to see severe weather, and the spotters report conditions such as 
horizontal winds, large hail, rotating clouds, and even tornadoes.
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To become a SkyWarn spotter, you must attend a class that teaches you the basics of severe weather, 
how to identify potentially severe weather features, and how to report them. The classes are free and 
typically last about two hours. Check your local NWS website for class schedules.

ARES/RACES/CERT
Another way Hams can become involved in public service and emergency communication is to 
join an ARES or RACES  group. Technically, these are two separate services—the Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service (ARES) is run by the ARRL, while the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 
(RACES) is a function of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Amateur radio 
operators who typically take part in one also take part in the other.

To participate in RACES, you’ll need to take some self-study FEMA courses in emergency 
preparedness and emergency-response protocols. Classes may or may not be required to participate 
in ARES. These requirements are set by each individual ARES group. To get involved with either 
ARES or RACES, ask your local club members when they meet. You can also contact the Section 
Manager or Emergency Coordinator for your ARRL section. To contact them, click here and find the 
section that you live in.

Amateur radio operators belonging to ARES (and its predecessor, the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Corps) have responded to local and regional disasters since the 1930s, including the 9/11 attacks, 
and Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Michael, among others.

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program trains volunteers—both Hams and 
non-hams—how to be prepared for disasters that may impact their area. They provide basic disaster 
response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical 
operations. CERT offers a nationwide approach to volunteer training and organization that first 
responders can rely on during disaster situations, allowing them to focus on more complex tasks.

What Gear Do You Need?
For most local needs, a 5-watt VHF/UHF handheld transceiver is sufficient for utilizing local 
repeaters to relay messages and report on conditions as they exist. Replacing the radio’s stock 
antenna with a higher gain antenna or connecting it to a magnetic mount on a vehicle will increase 
range significantly.

Even better is a VHF/UHF mobile radio installed in your vehicle with 25 or more watts output and a 
good mobile antenna. In the event the repeater loses power, you can talk over a considerably larger 
area in simplex mode with the extra power and a good mobile antenna.
If you work with an ARES or RACES group, you may be asked to act as a county control station. In 
this capacity, you’d need both HF and VHF transceivers in a fixed location, such as your house, with 
a good antenna system and emergency power capabilities like a generator or batteries. This allows 
you to make contacts within your state and throughout the U.S.

Helping Hams
Ham radio can play a key role in emergency situations. Here are a few examples:
•	 Ham radio connected firefighters and police departments, Red Cross workers, and other 

emergency personnel during the 2003 blackout that affected the northeast United States.
•	 In 2017, fifty amateur radio operators were dispatched to Puerto Rico to provide 

communications services in the wake of Hurricane Maria.
•	 Amateur radio operators provided communications in the aftermath of the Boston Marathon 

bombing when cellphone systems became overloaded.
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•	 During Hurricane Katrina, more than one thousand ARES volunteers assisted in the aftermath 
and provided communications for the American Red Cross.

•	 During the devastating Oklahoma tornado outbreak that began in May 1999, amateur radio 
operators—giving timely ground-truth reports of severe weather—played a critical role in 
the warning and decision-making processes at the NWS Weather Forecast Office in Norman, 
Oklahoma.

Credit: https://www.onallbands.com/want-to-put-your-ham-radio-skills-to-good-use-get-involved-
in-emcomm/
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Topics of Interest

Have an idea you would like to share with your fellow hams? Interested in one of the new exotic digital modes 
and would like to get others interested in it too? Found a blog somewhere that you think others would 

find interesting? Members are encouraged to submit items of interest for publication. Submitted articles (are 
suggested) to be no more than a page or two in length and may be edited for content and grammar. The EPARA 
officers and newsletter editor reserve the right to determine which items will be included in The 
Beacon. The deadline for publication is the 15th of the month. The publication date will be at 
the end of each month. Copyrights are the property of their respective owners and their use is 
strictly non-profit/educational and intended to foster the spirit of amateur radio. 

If you’ve taken pictures at an event and would like to submit them for possible inclusion in the newsletter, 
forward them to the newsletter editor. Please send action shots, if possible. Faces are often preferable over the 
backs of heads. Many hams may be way too overweight, so please consider using a wide-angled lens.

Disclaimer
The Beacon is not representative of the views or opinions of the whole organization, and such views

and opinions expressed herein are of the individual author(s).

“Common sense is like deodorant. The people who need it most never use it.”
—Anonymous

It’s raining again....  Hmmmm  What to do.......
Drink more coffee and have at it !!

What a wild month this has been and without going into things I will only say we do face an interesting 
road ahead of us.  I’m supposed to write something here but today I’m truly at a loss.  I guess the 50 
hour weeks I’m working don’t help either but it is taking a toll on me.  Time will tell...

My new found combo for coffee lovers is 95% Viena Roast with 5% Italian Espresso.
WOW!!  Very easy on the acid content and it will 
wake up the dead :)

If I recall correctly - Field Day is right around the 
corner.  I hope to see many of you up on the mountain.  
We seem to have been given a few extra toys to play 
with and I for one would enjoy seeing some of them 
being used.  

I spoke to Don WK2RP and he says he’s doing well 
and has a received a good outlook from his doctors.

That’s it for now, see you all at the next meeting.
Eric  N3SWR,  73

Eric,  N3SWR
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Contests!
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    04/29/2023 | HAMS for PanCAN

    Apr 29-May 1, 1400Z-2000Z, N3P, New 
Kensington, PA. WQ3Q. 3.960 7.172. Certificate 
& QSL. Skyview Radio Society- N3P, 2335 Turkey 
Ridge Rd., Upper Burrell, PA 15068. Multiple N#P 
Stations across the country will be located in each 
of the ten ARRL sections -All stations will be on 
SSB. This nationwide Special Event’s aim is raising 
awareness of pancreatic cancer research and support 
by the PanCAN (Pancreatic Cancer Network) during 
its national Purple Stride event. Each station will 
highlight any ham operator, or friends and family 
members who are diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 
located in that Section. Also, we’ll provide access 
to how PanCAN helps patients with support and 
funding of research projects. Event Bonus stations 
will be located at Purple Stride locations and will 
offer special QSL cards. Each N#P station web page 
on the ARRL Special Event tab will provide QSL 
submission information. A Clean Sweep Certificate 
will be awarded for contacting all section stations. 
QSL card requests need SASE. For Clean Sweep 
certificate, include $1 please. . rybar1949@gmail.
com	
    05/01/2023 | Dickson County Old Timers Day

    May 1-May 14, 0001Z-2359Z, W0T, Dickson, TN. 
Dickson County ARC. 7.235 14.280 21.400 28.450. 
Certificate. Suzanne Bennett, 1203 Old Highway 48 
N, Cumberland Furnace, TN 37051. To celebrate Old 
Timers in Dickson County and entire US. QSL on 
request. wc4dc.org	
    05/05/2023 | 100 Years of Radio Communication 
Between Indonesia and The Netherlands

    May 6-May 7, 0000Z-2359Z, PA100PCG , Radio 
Kootwijk , NETHERLANDS. Dutch Radio Society 
and Radio Club Limburg. All bands, all modes. QSL. 
See website, for QSL, information, NETHERLANDS. 
PA100M and PA100K also participating. www.qrz.
com/db/pa100pcg or https://rclb.nl/km	
    05/05/2023 | 100 Years of Radio Communication 
Between Indonesia and The Netherlands

    May 5-May 7, 0000Z-2359Z, PA100M, Radio 
Kootwijk , NETHERLANDS. Dutch Radio Society 
and Radio Club Limburg. All bands, all modes. QSL. 
See website, for QSL, information, NETHERLANDS. 
PA100PCG and PA100K also participating. www.qrz.
com/db/pa100M or https://rclb.nl/mk	
    05/05/2023 | 100 Years of Radio Communication 
Between Indonesia and The Netherlands

    May 5-May 7, 0000Z-2359Z, PA100K, Radio 
Kootwijk , NETHERLANDS. Dutch Radio 
Society and Radio Club Limburg. All bands, all 
modes. QSL. See website , for QSL, information, 
NETHERLANDS. PA100M and PA100PCG also 
participating. www.qrz.com/db/pa100k or https://
rclb.nl/mk	
    05/05/2023 | Jiggy with the Piggy- Barbacue Cook 
off

    May 5-May 6, 1200Z-2000Z, K4C, Concord, NC. 
Cabarrus Amateur Radio Society. 7.230 14.310 
28.430. Certificate. Cabarrus Amateur Radio Society, 
P.O. Box 785, Concord, NC 28026. https://www.
facebook.com/cabarrusars/ http://www.cabarrusars.
org/ Cabarrus Amateur Radio Society P.O.Box 785 
Concord NC 28026 Jiggy with the Piggy info: https://
www.kannapolisnc.gov/Community/Jiggy-With-the-
Piggy https://www.facebook.com/jiggywiththepiggy/ 
www.cabarrusars.org	
    05/05/2023 | NJ Knights of Columbus 127th State 
Convention

    May 5-May 20, 0000Z-2359Z, K0C, Bridgeton, NJ. 
New Jersey Knights of Columbus. 28.3127 24.94127 
21.2127 18.12127. Certificate & QSL. Thomas M. 
Perrotti, 785 Vineland Ave, Bridgeton, NJ 08302-
4822. Throughout New Jersey. New Jersey Knights 
of Columbus, HF/50 frequencies ending in .127. 
QSL N2JIE, 785 Vineland Avenue, Bridgeton, NJ, 
08302. The New Jersey Knights of Columbus will be 
holding their 127th State Convention in Wildwood, 
NJ on May 19-20, 2023. K0C will be operating 
throughout the five Catholic Dioceses in the State, 
as: K0C Camden, K0C Metuchen, K0C Newark, 
K0C Paterson and K0C Trenton. Certificate awarded 
for working all five dioceses. For domestic contacts: 
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QSL card, send SASE; for QSL card and certificate, 
send two dollar. For DX contacts: QSL card, send 
two dollars; for QSL card and certificate, send five 
dollars. For more information, visit K0C on QRZ.
com or EMail N2JIE@arrl.net. www.qrz.com/db/
k0c	
    05/07/2023 | The INDYCAR Grand Prix - Race 
One

    May 7-May 13, 0000Z-2359Z, W9IMS, 
Indianapolis, IN. The Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
ARC. 3.840 7.245 14.245 18.140. Certificate & QSL. 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Amateur Radio Club, 
P.O. Box 30954, Indianapolis, IN 46230. See the 
website for ALL information! w9ims.org	

    05/08/2023 | Nicholson Daisy Festival Special 
Event

    May 8, 1200Z-2200Z, KD4QHB, Nicholson, GA. 
Athens Radio Club. 7235 14250. QSL. Bob Herrin, 
252 Chandler Bridge Rd, Nicholson, GA 30565. 
https://www.athensradioclub.org	
    05/10/2023 | Golden Spike Special Event Station 
W7G

    May 10, 1500Z-2300Z, W7G, Corinne, UT. Ogden 
Amateur Radio Club (OARC). 14.255 7.235. QSL. 
Ogden Amateur Radio Club (OARC), PO Box 3353, 
Ogden, UT 84409. www.ogdenarc.org, www.qrz.
com/db/w7g, or w7g.org	
    05/13/2023 | Commemorating Armed Forces Day 
and first US aircraft carrier angle deck tests in 1952

    May 13, 1600Z-2300Z, NI6IW, San Diego, CA. 
USS Midway Museum Ship. 14.320 7.250 14.071 
PSK31 DSTAR on Papa system repeaters. QSL. USS 
Midway Museum Ship COMEDTRA, 910 N Harbor 
Drive, San Diego, CA 92101. www.qrz.con/db/
ni6iw	
    05/13/2023 | Jamestown Landing Day Event

    May 13, 1400Z-2000Z, K4RC, Williamsburg, VA. 
Williamsburg Area Amateur Radio Club. 7.265 
14.265. Certificate & QSL. . Commemorating the 
416th anniversary of England establishing the oldest 

English-speaking colony on the American continent 
in May 1607. https://www.k4rc.net/events/special-
event-stations	
    05/13/2023 | Minnesota Fishing Opener

    May 13, 1400Z-1900Z, N0F, Anoka, MN. Anoka 
County Radio Club, W0YFZ. 7,255 14,255. QSL. 
Anoka County Radio Club, P.O. Box 982, Anoka, 
MN 55303. anokaradio.org	
    05/13/2023 | WNY Regional Maker Faire

    May 13, 1500Z-2100Z, W2M, Hamburg, NY. 
SouthTowns Amateur Radio Society. 3.85 7.180 
14.230 28.550. QSL. Joseph Claus, 6313 Kast Place, 
Hamburg, NY 14075. www.WB2ELW.net	
    05/13/2023 | Yonkers Amateur Radio Club 75th 
Anniversary

    May 13, 0200Z-1100Z, W2YRC, Yonkers, NY. 
Yonkers Amateur Radio Club. 14.275 28.375 7.275 
21.375. QSL. Gil Lugo, WC2Y, 33 Tyndale Place, 
Yonkers, NY 10701. info@yarc.org or www.yarc.org	
    05/14/2023 | National Police Week - Honoring 
Our Fallen Heroes

    May 14-May 20, 0001Z-2359Z, K3FBI/0-9, 
Fredericksburg, VA. FBI Amateur Radio Association. 
7.275 7.060 14.275 14.060. Certificate. E-certificate 
only, see website for, deails. Multiple club members 
operating K3FBI/0-9 from around the nation. 
Multiple bands and modes. Honoring all Law 
Enforcement who have paid the ultimate sacrifice to 
protect and serve. Downloadable PDF Certificate 4-6 
weeks after the event. www.qrz.com/db/k3fbi	

 
    05/15/2023 | Dog Island IOTA DXpedition NA-
085

    May 15-May 25, 0000Z-0059Z, K4D, Dog Island, 
FL. K5TEN . 14.260 21.280 28.310 50.130. QSL. 
Bruce Brady, 208 Mount Tabor Road , Hot Springs 
National Park, AR 71913. IOTA NA-085/FL005S is 
a rare island off the coast of Florida. QSL to K5TEN. 
SASE required. See qrz.com for details. k5ten@aol.
com	
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    05/20/2023 | 75th Anniversary of the Quarter 
Century Wireless Association

    May 20-May 21, 0001Z-2359Z, WQ4CWA/75, 
Virginia Beach, VA. QCWA Chapter 119, Tidewater 
Virginia. 7.210 14.245 21.300 28.493. QSL. Jim 
Geisinger, 252 Rocky Mount Road, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23452. Operations will be as available from 
members’ home stations. Expect modes other than 
sideband on all bands as propagation allows. QSL 
arrangements will be announced at a later time. 
https://www.qcwa.org/chapter119.htm	
    05/20/2023 | Nuclear Ship Savannah - National 
Maritime Day

    May 20, 1300Z-2100Z, K3S, Baltimore, MD. 
Nuclear Ship Savannah ARC. 7 14 21 28. QSL. ULIS 
FLEMING, 980 PATUXENT ROAD, Odenton, 
MD 21113. Operating from the ship. Please check 
the spotting networks since we may be operating 
anywhere on 40, 20, 15, or 10m SSB or CW.
    05/20/2023 | W6SFM On-Air Bug Roundup

    May 20-May 22, 0000Z-0000Z, W6SFM, 
Sacramento, CA. Samuel F. Morse Amateur Radio 
Club. 3.533 7.033 14.033 21.033. QSL. Bob Kehr, 
13989 Sutter Highland Dr, Sutter Creek, CA 95685. 
The Samuel F. Morse Amateur Radio Club -- a CW 
enthusiast club based in Sacramento, California – 
invites you to a special time bringing bug operators 
together on the air. This 48-hour event is not a 
contest; rather it is a time dedicated to celebrating 
our CW and Bug key heritage. In the same spirit 
as ARRL’s Straight Key Night, participants are 
encouraged to get on the air and simply make 
enjoyable, conversational CW QSOs using a Bug 
style key as the sending instrument. There are no 
points scored in this event, and all who participate 
are winners. This is an opportunity to exercise, share, 
and exhibit your personalized fist. Amateur radio 
operators of all ages and levels of experience are 
encouraged to participate. Once the event begins, 
simply Call “CQ BR” so folks know you are a Bug 
Roundup participant. Grab that bug, clean those 
contacts, and let’er fly! We want to hear that “Banana 
Boat / Lake Erie Swing” or that commercial KPH/

WCC quality fist. CQ BR will generally be found 
around x.x33 on 10-15-20-40-80, as band conditions 
allow. w6sfm.org	
    05/21/2023 | National EMS Week

    May 21-May 27, 0000Z-2359Z, N4E, Gainesville, 
FL. W.T. Loften High School Amateur Radio Club. 
7.030 14.200 21.340 28.300. QSL. W.T. Loften High 
School, 3000 East University Avenue, Gainesville, 
FL 32641. Our Fire/EMS Academy students look 
forward to contacting people and passing along 
important safety tips. bobw4gj@gmail.com	
    05/22/2023 | The Indianapolis 500 - Race Two

    May 22-May 28, 0000Z-2359Z, W9IMS, 
Indianapolis, IN. The Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
ARC. 3.840 7.245 14.245 18.140. Certificate & QSL. 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Amateur Radio Club, 
P.O. Box 30954, Indianapolis, IN 46230. See the 
website for ALL information! w9ims.org	
    05/26/2023 | Vietnam Veterans Memorial Special 
Event Station

    May 26-May 27, 2200Z-2200Z, K9V, Columbia 
City, IN. Whitley County Amateur Radio Club. 
14.270. QSL. Vietnam Veterans Memorial Special 
Event Station, P.O. Box 652, Columbia City, IN 
46725. wc9ar@arrl.net	
    05/27/2023 | Celebrating Marie Doro’s Birthday

    May 27, 1200Z-2000Z, KC3TKC, Loysville, PA. 
Perry County Amateur Radio Club. 14.274 21.280 
7.240 146.550. Certificate. Perry County Amateur 
Radio Club, Send QSO information and email 
address to, events@perrycountyarc.org. No paper 
QSL cards, printable certificates available. events@
perrycountyarc.org or www.qrz.com/db/kc3tkc	

    05/27/2023 | Strange Antenna Challenge

    May 27-May 29, 0500Z-2359Z, K0S, Springfield, 
MO. Erik Weaver, N0EW. 14.350. QSL. Erik Weaver, 
4857 E Farm Road 136, Springfield, MO 65809.
    05/29/2023 | Memorial Day Remembrance
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    May 29, 1500Z-2030Z, W5KID, Baton Rouge, 
LA. Baton Rouge Amateur Radio Club. 7.040 7.250 
14.040 14.250. QSL. USS Kidd Amateur Radio Club, 
305 S. River Rd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. CW, SSB, 
FT8 Operation aboard the USS Kidd (DD-661), a 
World War II Fletcher-class destroyer. www.qrz.com/
db/w5kid	
    05/29/2023 | Memorial Day Special Event

    May 29, 1800Z-2100Z, N3TAL, Glenarden, MD. 
American Legion Post 275. 7.275Mhz +/- LSB. QSL. 
American Legion Post 275 ART, 8201 Martin Luther 
King Jr Hwy, Glenarden, MD. n3tal.275@gmail.com 
or www.qrz.com/db/n3tal	
    05/31/2023 | 1889 Johnstown Flood Anniversary

    May 31-Jun 4, 1000Z-1800Z, N3N*, Johnstown, 
PA. Cambria County Dept. Emergency Services. 
1.870 3.850 7.073 7.240; 20 15 meters and tech 
portion 10 meters . Certificate. Des Warzel, PO Box 
116, Twin Rocks, PA 15960. *KC3ULO, ND3L, and 
N3YFO also operating. Certificate via operator’s 
QRZ email; will send back via E-MAIL; or direct 
with SASE. dustydes@aol.com	
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The 6AL5 combines two independent diode units in the 7 pin miniature construction. Its high 
perveance permits high efficiency in either FM or AM detector service.

•	 Substitutes: 5726, 6663, 6EB5
•	 EIA Base: 6BT
•	 Filament Voltage: 6.3V
•	 Filament Current: 300mA
•	 Diode Peak Inverse Plate Voltage: 330V
•	 Diode Peak Plate Current (per plate): 54mA
•	

6AL5 Dual Diode

   May    2023              East Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association                    Page 21



   May    2023              East Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association                    Page 22



Again this week sunspot numbers and solar 
flux were higher than the
week before.

Average daily sunspot numbers more than 
doubled, from 70.6 to 146.9, and average daily 
solar flux increased from 141 to 164.5. Both 
figures represent a substantial increase in solar 
activity.

Planetary A index averages went from 7.6 to 
8.1, while middle latitude A index advanced 
from 6.4 to 7.3.

Three new sunspot groups emerged on April 13, 
one more on April 16, and another on April 17.

Predicted solar flux over the next few weeks is 
145, 140 and 135 on April 21-23, 130 on April 
24-25, 125 on April 26-27, 160 on April 28-29, 
165 on April 30, 172 on May 1-3, 170 on May 4, 
172 on May 5-7, 178 on May 8, 182 on May 9-12, 
then 175, 178 and 170 on May 13-15, 168 on May 
16-17, 175 on May 18, then 172 on May 19-21, then 168 and 162 on May 22-23, 160 on May 24-26, 165 on May 
27, and 172 on May 28-30.

Predicted planetary A index is 20, 16, 12 and 8 on April 21-24, 5 on April 25-27, 15 on April 28-30, then 12 and 
10 on May 1-2, 8 on May 3-4, 5 on May 5-6, 12 on May 7, 5 on May 8-10, then 8 on May 11-12, 5 on May 13-18, 
then 10, 8, 5 and 5 on May 19-22, 15 and 18 on 
May 23-24, 15 on May 25-27, then 12 and 10 on 
May 28-29.

Weekly Commentary on the Sun, the 
Magnetosphere, and the Earth’s Ionosphere - 
April 20, 2023 from OK1HH.

“Of the fifteen sunspot groups observed over 
the past week, AR3272 and AR3282 were the 
source of most of the flares. Both had a beta-
gamma magnitude configuration. 61 C-class 
flares and 4 M-class flares were observed.

The partial halo CMEs on 15 and 16 April were 
the source of particles that reached Earth on 
18 April, when the solar wind speed increased 
abruptly at 1308 UTC and a geomagnetic 
disturbance developed.

K7RA Solar Update
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More GREAT pictures from our St. Patrick’s Day parade!
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EPARA SSTV!!
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EPARA SatComm

   May    2023              East Pennsylvania Amateur Radio Association                    Page 29



EPARA SatComm
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Antenna “Repair” Weekend
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#59

Tee Antenna

Half-Lambda Tee Antenna
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#59

Twin-Led Marconi Antenna
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