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DCS Summer 2020 Communication Exercise has
some different characteristics than past drills

Summer 2020 Exercise Characteristics

 Countywide communication via simplex
 Assumes most DCS repeaters are down

 Operates from member homes, not LASD stations
 …Within each DCS District
 …Between DCS Districts and EOB

 New DCS experiences
 Reporting Mercalli quake measurements
 440 MHz band use
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Exercise objectives: Making us better prepared if
all else fails

Summer 2020 Exercise Objectives

 Ensuring DCS communication coverage using simplex
 Voice and NBEMS

 Ensure Districts can operate independently of LASD
infrastructure
 Districts identify best home net control / relay sites
 Members know District / Countywide frequencies

 Introduce Mercalli earthquake reporting and K6CPT-4a

 Opportunity for earning DCS hours
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Exercise structure: starts locally within Districts,
then goes countywide

Summer 2020 Exercise Structure

 0830 hours: A simulated earthquake of major magnitude
has struck somewhere in Southern California

 0840-0915 hours: DCS members check in to their
designated District net control station using simplex

1) Report unit ID, location, and recalled Mercalli scale
measure of July 5, 2019, Ridgecrest earthquake

2) Contact adjacent DCS District if can’t reach own

3) Standby for check in to “EOB”, 0930-1015 hours
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About “EOB” in this exercise: It’s four sites for 2-
meter NBEMS and one location for 440 voice

Summer Exercise
“EOB” Locations

NBEMS
145.300 simplex
• Staff 12
• Staff 50
• N-01
• W-31

K6CPT-4a
• Staff 60
• Staff 11
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Exercise structure (continued): starts locally
within Districts, then goes countywide

Summer 2020 Exercise Structure

 0915-0930 hours: District NCOs combines their member
info and Mercalli reports into a message to “EOB”

 0930-1015 hours: District net control sites send NBEMS
message via simplex on K6CPT-2 output (145.300 MHz)

 Staff 12 is primary NBEMS station
 Staff 50; N-01; and W-31 also on frequency to

ensure signal coverage

 Can’t do NBEMS? Send it via voice on K6CPT-4a
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Exercise structure (continued): starts locally
within Districts, then goes countywide

Summer 2020 Exercise Structure

 (Also) 0930-1015 hours: District members try voice
check-in to “EOB” on K6CPT-4a (445.800 MHz, PL103.5)

 Report unit ID and location

 1015-1030 hours: Received NBEMS messages
forwarded to “EOB” as a DCS-213 message

 1030: End of exercise



© 2020 Los Angeles County Disaster Communications Service

How DCO’s need to prepare in advance for this
exercise

DCO advance work for Summer 2020 Exercise

 Designate which of your members have best capability
for simplex communication with other District members

 Could be one station…or several
 Best sites will also contact EOB, ideally w/ NBEMS

 Prepare your members for the August 22 exercise

 Advise them it’s happening, it’s new, we need them
 Make sure members have: DCS frequency plan,

your District’s main simplex frequency; Mercalli
earthquake reporting scale (next page)
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Modified Mercalli Scale (1-10) reference page
Source: https://www.usgs.gov/media/images/modified-mercalli-intensity-scale
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Thank you for participating in

this vital exercise testing our

communication capability


