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TheMississippi Coast Ama-
teur Radio Association
(MCARA) meets the third
Monday of each month at
7:00 PM in the conference
room at the American Red
Cross building on DeBuys
RoadinBiloxi. All radioama
teurs and persons interested
in becoming an amateur are
invited to attend and learn
more about our organization.

The club also calls the
MCARA 2 meter net each
Tuesday night at 7:00 PM on
the Biloxi repeater at 146.73
MHz.

and Sunday June 26 and 27 to participatein thisyear’'sField Day 2004. Field Day isan
annual nationwide emergency radio communicationsevent sponsored by the American
Radio Relay League (ARRL). Field Day demonstratesthe emergency communications
capabilitiesof amateur radio clubs, groupsand individual operatorsunder s mulated emer-
gency conditions. Disastersand other emergencies can and do happen unexpectedly and
the need for backup communi cationsisessential when other communicationsare disabled
or otherwise overloaded. Radio amateurshavealong and proud history of volunteering
their servicesand equipment to servetheir communities and country intime of need.

Thisyear’sfield day sitewas at the Harrison County Farm north of Gulfport. A total
of 42 volunteers participated in such varied support rol es as equi pment and antennasetup,
on-the-air operations, power distribution, logging contacts, food preparation and serving,
manning the display table, and testing and repair as needed. All operationswere con-
ducted on emergency power supplied by generator or batteries, thereby eliminating the
need to use commercia power which isoften not availableduring disasters. Inaddition,
thisyear asolar panel was utilized to provide battery charging during daylight hours.

Thisyear’s operationswere conducted as class 4A during the 24 hour period. There
were CW, digital and phone contacts made by numerous operators during the day and
throughout the night. Operatorsranged in agefrom 14 yearsto senior citizens. Power
level sranged from 5 watts (QRP) to 100 watts. Antennasvaried from home brewed wire
dipolesandinverted“V” sto verticalsand beams. In other words, alittlebit of everything
was used aswould bethe casein an actual disaster.

Of particular interest was Jeff’s (N9OK V) military surplusmobileradiotrailer which
was compl etewith computers, printer, HF and VVHF equi pment, battery power, antennas
and portable gasoline generator. The*icing onthecake” wasaroom air conditioner that
Jeff installed to make operating conditionsin the trailer more bearable in the heat and
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humidity of thisyear’sevent

Food services were provided by members and wives
under the expert direction of Gail Horning, KC5KMU.
A special thank you isdueto Gail and Bar bara Tur geon
and their volunteersfor keeping everyonewel | fed and “ hy-
drated” to compensate for the heat and humidity. We all
know that “an army movesonitsstomach” and wemarched
forward to earn 2414 pointsthisyear.

Special recognitionisdue Cynthia Smith, KD5SWTK
for setting up the very eye-appealing display board of the
club’sactivitiesand taking photos of theweekend'sactivi-
ties. Sheand her husband Jeff (NOOK V) put alot of hard
work into organizing thisyear’sField Day and making it the
successful and fun event that it was. Great job, Guys.

Among the 42 participants we had, some were visitors
from out of town who cameto participatein operating and
support activities. Ben Bunag (KD5YTI), grandson of
Barry (WB5WB) and JackieWilhelm, returned thisyear
from Cdliforniawith licensein hand and hisnew QRPrigto
operate on phoneto add pointsto theclub’stotal. 1naddi-
tion, he brought along avery professional home brewed 2
meter ground plane antennawhich heand Barry had made.
Benisagreat example of how ayoung man can get started
in amateur radio with the hel p of a senior ham who takes
thetimeto stimulate hisinterest and help himto preparefor
thetest. Let'shope that Ben has his general class ticket
when hereturns next year.

Ancther visitor wasMatt Srachan (KE4DXE), an ac-
tive duty member of the U.S. Air Forcewho wasin Biloxi
on temporary duty at Keesler AFB. Matt managed to at-
tend the June club meeting and also field day to help out.
He made some solar powered QRP contacts on Saturday
using aborrowed station. Wethank himfor coming out and
adding to the club’stotal point score. Matt isaweather
forecaster stationed at DyessAFB inAbilene, Texas.

Thisyear’sfield day wasan unqualified successand, as
always, we had alot of funmaking it happen. We extend
our sincerethanksto all who participated.

Hurricane Hunters...

The June 21 club meeting featured amost interesting
presentation by L tCol Doug L ipscombe, 53rd Weather
Reconnance Squadron at Keedler AFB. Heliterally took
usinto theeyeof ahurricanewith adideshow depictinga
C-130 Hurricane Hunter aircraft penetrationinto astorm
center. Hisgraphic description of flyinginto such apow-
erful gormwas*har-rasng”. Inaddition, hedemongrated
the use of drop sondesfor measuring stormwind vel ocity,
direction and barometric pressure. Wesincerely thank him
for coming to speak to uson such atimely subject.

Memorial Day Cookout

Club membersandtheir familieswereagain treated to
agreat cookout at the home of Clyde Ready, W5CR
and his XYL Carol, KB5VBX on Saturday, May 29.
Theevent took placea the Ready’ shomelocated on Hoot
Owl Hill up Highway 67 north of Biloxi.

Specia thanksare dueto our hosts, Clydeand Caral,
and to Gail, KC5KMU, our Activities Chairperson.
Those who cooked our excellent meal and those who
brought so many great tasting dishesand dessertsareto
be equally recognized and thanked.

Our goal isto enjoy our hobby and thefellowship we
sharewith the many interesting, talented, and hard work-
ing folkswho make up our organization. We had an ex-
cellent turnout for our Memorial Day cookout and |ook
forward to the next one,

Repeater 30 yearsOld ...

Thelocal 146.73 repeater is30 year sold thismonth.
It wasfirst licensed asaclub repeater on July 12, 1974
with the callsgn WR5AFE and waslocated in Gulfport.
Itsfounders were John Belham, WA5PDG, and Fred
Taylor, K5QBU (SK), withtheorigind licensebeingis-
suedto Taylor astrustee. Thejudtification for arepeater
became evident with the growing use of the 2 meter band
aong the Gulf Coast and the need for extending therange
of 2 meter operationsinthisarea.

Therepeater’sfirst licensed location wasin Gulfport at
59th Avenueand 3rd Street. However, conditionsforced
thelocationto changein 1986 and therepeater went silent
until 1987. Atthat timeclub president, Joe Butler, then
K5JB (later K50S), arranged for the present site at the
cabletv tower in North Biloxi

When the repeater returned to theair in 1987 it was
gill K50Shbut withanew control operator, Peter Heuser,
KC5IF. Also, theautopatch wasintroduced that year in
memory of Tom Braidwood, W5BW (SK), who was,
unquestionably, the dean of amateur radio operatorson
theMississippi Gulf Coast. Tomwasfirg licensedin 1914.

Therepeater call sign remained unchanged until 1991
when it became KC5IF. Pete, KC5IF, has had there-
sponsibility for keeping therepeater ontheair for the past
17years. Weall owe Peteadebt of gratitudefor hishard
work and dedication to the club and the repeater.

The next time you key-up the repeater, please think
about those dedi cated hamswhose efforts, long ago, have
madeit possiblefor usto havethisvital link in our local
communications capability.
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John (KD5RV X) explainssomedetailsto Mike(KA8JRM) discussesatechnical
Ben (KD5YTI) about Ben'snew QRPrig. point during aCW operating session.

Don (WA5DM) and Don (W5DJW) assemble Su (N5LBZ) and Clyde (W5CR) reflect
avertical antennafor Field Day operations. ontheday’seventsand progress.

Dave (WY5S) and Jeff (N9OK V) check out the Ben (KD5YTI) demonstrateswhat amateur radio
portable generator that supplied power for Field Day. isal about. Fun, adventure and education.
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The Splatter is published quar-
terly for members and friends of
theMississippi Coast Amateur
Radio Association (MCARA).
It aims to broaden their aware-
ness and understanding of issues
and eventsrelavent to radio ama-
teursinthisarea

MCARA Officers for 2004:
President: David Turgeon, WY 5S
VicePresident: Clyde Ready, W5CR
Secretary: Carol Ready, KC5VBX
Treasurer: Barry Wilhelm, WB5WB
Flatter Editor: Joe Littlepage, WESY

MCARA Calendar:
- 1t Saturday of each month: V E testing in the conference room of theAmerican Red Cross building located
at the corner of DeBuysRoad and Fernwood Road in West Biloxi

- 3rd Monday of each month: Monthly general membership meeting at the samelocation

- Every Thursday night at 7:00 pm: Coffee Break and fellowship get together at McAllister’slocated inthe
Popps Ferry shopping center (west) located at Popps Ferry Road and Pass Road in West Biloxi




