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September Meeting
Highlights

Kent West, KC5ENO '

President John Dyer, AE5B, calle
the meeting to order at 7:10pm.

Peg Richard, KA4UPA, then read
the Treasurer's Report, followed by
brief report on our beloved Judy
Smith, KB5THH.

It was noted that we have three
members with similar calls: David
Bufkin, WX5ATX; Tony Tillman,
WTS5TX; and John Bogart, WX5TX.

John then reminded those
assembled of the invitation from the registered members. More info can
National Weather Service to join themy g athttp://www.satern.org
at their booth at the West Texas Fair
and Rodeo. The NWS is doing all thesayyation Army, then gave a brief
work; we can just “hang out” with
them. There's a 2-meter radio and a of SA. It started in England by

logo sign set up at the booth, and WRyjjjliam Booth of the Unitartian
could just sit there and talk about ragig,

and Skywarn with booth visitors. the needs of the poor. From a

Passes to the Fair are available for beginning of simply providing shelte

those willing to man the booth. in the church building, this moveme
Bill Shaw then gave a brief report grew into an “army” against drugs a

on the upcoming RACES "Weapons 5icohol abuse and poverty, etc. Tod

of Mass Destruction” training the Salvation Army functions as a
exercise. It will be conducted on the

17", 18", and 19" of September. Ham
volunteers should contact Mark
Whitten of the City of Abilene. Bill

has the name of 2-3 folks who have| yecome clear to the Salvation Army
stepped forward; he still needs anoth§ht ham radio operators are neede

3 or 4 people. each of their “canteens” (portable

John then introduceq Ron Cole angmergency relief vehicles), which
Jan More, representatives of the Redhave everything but an oven and a

Cross who had been working the | ¢5jjet". Tg that end, the SA have

visit our club meeting. They have
asked for help in evaluating some
radio equipment in the Red Cross
building here in Abilene. Jim Richar
dr(lUQI volunteered to take a look.
Then we had a presentation

Jerry Jennison, Al Bunt, and Major

communications for the Salvation
Army during emergencies. When it
was originally formed in 1988, they
had four check-ins. Now the

relief organization, and as a provide
of youth programs.

NWS booth at the fair and decided ti

concerning the Salvation Army Tearn
FEmergency Radio Net (SATERN) by

Johnson. This organization provides

organization has grown to over 200(

Al Bunt, Disaster Chairman for the

explanation of the history and missig

urch, who felt compelled to addre

church, as a disaster and emergenc

Throughout recent disasters, it haq\/|

degun offering training in Amateur
Radio for their members.

The next SA meeting will be 7pm
on the 26 at 1726 Butternut St. It was
dmentioned that “You don't have to be
a Christian to work with the Salvation
Army, but it helps.”

n It was announced that the next VE
Test Session would be conducted on 5
October at the Berry Lane Baptist
Church.

Jake Mullens, KC5GZP, motioned
to adjourn the meeting; Carla Dyer,
K5RLA, seconded, and the meeting
was adjourned at 8:08pm.

D Kent West, KC5ENO, then gave a
Harief demo of KNOPPIX, a free
(Debian Linux/GNU -based) operating
esystem-on-a-CD that doesn't require
your Intel-class PC to have a hard
pdrive in order to run a graphical,
network-aware, MP3-playing, game-
playing, web-browsing OS. From the
ssquests for a copy of the CD, it was
apparently a big hit. You can
rdownload your own copy from
nittp://www.knoppix.com.

nd

RZlub Meseting!

}_Klent West, KC5ENO '

" Remember to attend the Key City
Amateur Radio Club meeting,
onday, 14 October, on the second
Iaotor of the city library.

What would chairslook like if
our knees bent the other way?

jf




NWSWTX Fair Booth

John Dyer, AESB '

Several KCARC members and

former members assisted or just "hug

out" with Buddy, Hector, and their
crew at the National Weather Servig
booth at the West Texas Fair and
Rodeo last month. The two meter rig
was operational but one of the other
features of the display was a
continuously running video tape of
several tornado events. The resultin
ambient noise level made operating
difficult. As long as the rig was
operated at the low power setting, it
created no interference problems
sitting alongside the NWS VCR.

Computer Literacy, Part |1

Kent West, KC5ENO '

Okay, okay; here are some of the
answers. . ..

Know how to bypasstheitemsin
the StartUp folder when starting
Windows. Hold down the left shift
key while Windows is starting. This
will not bypass any programsthat are
starting as services or that are loaded
via other methods, but it will stop
those StartUp folder items from
starting up. Handy.

Know what a macro virusis. A
macro virus is a virus that is spread
using the macro capabilities of
Microsoft Office products. Until MS-
Office 97 was introduced, it was
standard practice to keep executabl
code separate from documents, but
with Office 97, Microsoft started
embedding executable macro code
within users' documents. It didn't tak
long for the virus writers to take
advantage of this (seldom-used by {

majority of users) “feature”. Until this

point in time, viruses were a nuisand
on the Windows platform; after this,
viruses became a plague. The situa
was made even worse when Micros
continued down their path of feature
at-the-cost-of-security with the virus
encouraging design of MS-Outlook

Have an opinion concer ning I ntel
vs AMD. These are the two dominant
manufacturers of Central Processing
Unit (CPU) chipsfor PCs.

Know what a Dvorak keyboard
is. It's a standard keyboard, but with
the letters rearranged for more
efficient typing. The urban legend is
t when the typewriter was
developed, typists were so fast that
gaused the mechanical keys to jam,
the keyboard was redesigned to slo
Jdown the typists to a speed that the
machine could handle. This resulted
the QWERTY style of keyboard
you're familiar with, that we've been
g;tuck with ever since. People who
spend a lot of time at the keyboard &
don't have reason to use other
“standard QWERTY” keyboards
might benefit from using a Dvorak
keyboard.

Know what a BIOS is. It's the
Basic Input/Ouput System. When yq
first turn on a PC-style computer,
there's a program built into the
motherboard (older machines didn't
have this program built in but rather
had it loaded in via floppy or some
other method) that does some basig
housekeeping, including some basic
tests of the hardware. Even if you
were to rip out all the drives and all
the RAM from your machine, this
BIOS would still exist and run when
you powered up your computer. Mo
BIOSes (aka SETUP routines) can
accessed during bootup by pressing
some key such as F1 or DEL. Once
the user can set such things as wha
type of floppy drives are connected,
the system data/time, or boot-up

passwords, etc.
e

NTIA gives thumbs down
to 5 MHz petition

E:bmi tted by John Dyer, AESB '

he SB QST ARL ARLB053

e The National Telecommunications
and Information Administration--the
tNMIA--has recommended that the
#CC not grant an ARRL petition for
gtomestic-only, secondary Amateur
rRadio allocation at 5 MHz. The NTIA
regulates radio spectrum allocated t
the federal government. The last-
minute recommendation followed
hundreds of largely favorable
comments and reply comments fron

organizations--including the ARRL--
and from individuals.

In an August 21 letter, the NTIA's
Fredrick R. Wentland said federal
agencies are making extensive use of
itHF for emergency services, including
sommunications support for the
wWepartment of Defense, the Coast
Guard and Department of Justice law
@mforcement activities. "NTIA
believes the Commission's current
proposal does not adequately provide
for protection from harmful
aimderference to these critical
government operations primary in the
band," said Wentland, who is NTIA's
acting associate administrator for
spectrum management.

ARRL General Counsel Chris
imlay, W3KD, and ARRL President
Jim Haynie, W5JBP, plan to meet
with representatives of the affected
agencies to address the concerns
raised in the NTIA's letter.

In its recent comments, the ARRL
called the 5 MHz allocation "an urgent
rpriority of the Amateur Service" and
asked that the proceeding to grant it be
expedited. Wentland's letter arrived at
the FCC beyond the cut-off date for
reply comments in the proceeding, ET
spocket 02-98.
ne Wentland said that without a more
complete understanding of the
interference potential to federal
toperations, the NTIA believes the
secondary amateur allocation would
be "premature.” But he said that NTIA
would work with the federal agencies,
the FCC and the amateur community
to determine whether "some future
accommodation” for amateurs at 5
MHz would be possible. That could
include limitations on power or
emission types, a reduction in the size
of the proposed band, the use of
discrete frequencies or geographical
srestrictions, he suggested.

Imlay said that while he and the
ARRL Board of Directors have been
dong aware of the concerns registered
by the US Coast Guard and the US
\Department of Justice with the NTIA's
dnterdepartment Radio Advisory
Committee (IRAC), he was surprised
by the tone of the NTIA letter. "This is
a lot worse than we were told to

\



expect,” he said, noting that the FC(=nough light that the motor should has&ie max volume we could attain, which
had cancelled a meeting to discuss |turned; it didn't. | wonder-ed if the solawas little better than a headset's volume
issues expressed by the NTIA severgknel had “died” on me. when turned up high. Hoping that the
months ago and went forward with its We used jumper wires with alligatoroutput jack on the speakers was an
proposal despite the NTIA's concernslips to connect the terminals in the |amplifed output, we daisy chained it to
laser pointer to our 4.5v battery supplyanother set of amplified speakers; that
: loaded with recently charged NiCads.|didn't help anything.
New Section Manager However, it turns out that several of the At this point, deciding that inferior
John Dyer, AE5SB ' NiCads were faulty. So we scrounged parts lead to inferior results, we gave up
. X up some fresh AA's and used those, aod our little project. Still, we had proven
Effective October 8, | will assume| 5ot 5 good bright glow from our laser |to ourselves that it was possible to send
the duties of Section Manager for theyginter. audio signals over a laser beam, and we
West Texas Section of the ARRL. Lee \yg then clipped the amplified com-felt pretty good about that.
Kitchens, NSYBW, has resigned fromter speakers' inputs to the solar pal  Now, can we send data . . . ?
2'3 pOS(IthOI’] bﬁPatl_lse OL!ncreased alel, and we could hear clicks when-ever
emands on his time. RIS Son pass&@e shined the laser light on it. This ;
away recently and Lee has been forgggked promising. Stiﬁ], the volume wasY 01 CE€ OVer |P
to devote a major part of his time to| pretty low. Kent West, KC5ENO '
the son’s business. Our thanks to Lee For our transmitter, we decided to use :
for his leadership and we all wish hifan iPOD, which is an Apple brand of | 25t month | mentioned that ACU
well as he and his family work their | Mp3 player. It was at about this time was experimenting with Voice Over IP
way through a difficult period in theirthat | realized we needed an audio (VIOIF;I)’ a technology that allows
lives. transformer that | had failed to bring, elephone tranmissions over standard
ethernet networks. An advantage to such
setup is that no longer would

off to home | went to see if | could

Music on a LASER Beam |scrounge one up. I thought | had a lo %eganizations need to run both ethernet

one laying around, but as it turned o .
Kent West, KCSENO ' hod toyéig 1 2001 Elactrorbables and phone cables in the walls of
. . : their buildings; they could just run
About a week ago | got it into my Projects kit | had. By the time | got ethernet. Another advantage is that your
. . ack, the laser pointer had lost its )
head that it should be relatively easy tg enath. | suspect that while 1 was aof mputer can plug into the back of your
send audio signals over a cheap LASEEENgth. | susp while twas g p‘%

. - one, and thus saves even more
(hereafter referred to as “laser”) one of the other guys decided to fill in

' ; abling. The convergence of the two
ointer. Then iust a couple of davs la (ﬁne fourth slot for the AAs to see if th .
poi Jju up Yy elped the volume, and in so doing echnologies also could lead to more

| stumbled onto the website . . ative uses, such as customized phone
http://www.scitoys.com/scitoys/scitoy gagz?aet?orirl]arier pe(l)rltntg':i,llbt/j\;[eth&:tez &ggs, voice changers, computer-
ight/light.html#stereogramd his is a orr)1ward y part. » WE Press&sntrolled dialing, everything a
fascinating website. : : elemarketer could possibly want in
One of the items at this website is We hooked up the iPOD to the aud6 der to irritate you and me durin
trans dtothe o y g
imple laser communicator. Within a | (ransformer and to the laser pointer a
simp the batterv pack. and started plaving sUPPer- The technology has a lot of
couple of da)_/s, my co-workers_ {de ! tune. We )éirr)ned ’the laser at oﬂr Zolagw promise.
were scrabbling together amplified nel connected to the amplified Unfortunately, the audio quality was
computer speakers and patch cords hg amp really bad. Everyone one who got a test
1 speakers, and nothing. Apparentl y y 9
solar panels and battery holders. As i ’ o ' nit was begging within a week to have
he | he sol | (or both 99ing
turned out, the laser pointer we had | € laser or the solar pane (or both) i
_ , p st too weak to do the iob eir old phones back. Also, when you
acquired was very V\_/eal_<. We suspect J But. not onlv did the éool-in-l tried to dial a number, there was a lag
that we overloaded it with voltage in o y . .| time before the first number indicated
some of o : Electronic Projects kit have an audio . : .
ur early tests. This was to N . that it had been accepted, which enticed
ransformer, it also had a CDS cell, - ; J
prove a fatal flaw. R e : you to dial it again, resulting in a bad
| had a small solar hich is a light-sensitive resistor. Ahh. :
panel as part of nother route to our destination! number dialed.
little kit purchased from Hobby Lobby ; . ’ The network guys say that the
: : - So we rewired our reciever to use the guys say
which had a small electric motor with . network traffic needed to be shaped for
. . ; : aCDS cell instead of the solar panel P
spinning disk. The disk had long sinc ; X .__ |the system to work well, but that other
(which required some more batteries - .~ °7. . .
been broken, but | had no reason to one of our paders were working by | Prorities were preventing the traffic
suspect that the solar panel wasn't w n.ow of cour[;e? Then we aimedgth()a/ shaping from being accomplished.
Nonetheless, as | was carrying it to t ’ ' Accordingly, the experiment has been

office, | had it connected to the motor aser pointer at the CDS cell, and . ... ut on hold for now, and we'll try again

and kept trying to keep the panel in t arely, we heard music. We brought h[v)(\?hen the system can be tweaked to
sunshine, but with some difficulty

aser pointer closer, and the music gat
because of cloudiness. Still, there wa

ork as it should. Until then, it's nice to

louder. We brought the laser pointer ave my old phone capability back.

almost touching the CDS cell, and go



Key City Amateur Radio Club Income and Expense Report A CUU Certifies as StormReady

September 9, 2002

Regular Account: Balance Forward
Income
Expenses
Balance on Hand
Hamfest Account: Balance Forward

Balance on Hand

Amount Needed to Balance
Total Amount on Hand:
Checking
Coins
Cash
Total

** |temized Expenses (Regular Account)
Checking Fee (August)
Southwestern Bell (Sept)
ARRL Balance Maynor

Total

Peggy A. Richard, KA4UPA
Treasurer, Key City Amateur Radio Club

$665.72

38.90
626.82

1,784.56
1,784.56

2,411.38

2,400.50
1.88

9.00
$2,411.38

15.00
18.90

5.00
38.90

John Dyer, AESB '

Congratulations to Bill Shaw, KJ5DX, and the team at
Abilene Christian University on being honored by the
National Weather Service today in a ceremony on the ACU
campus. The University is now a part of avery small group
of communities that have been certified as StormReady.
Good job guys.

Tidbits

Kent West, KC5ENO '

Need a new computer ? Walmart.com is offering an
800MHz PC with Lindows (a variant of Linux) for $200.
Or for another $100, you can get it with WindowsXP
HomeEdition. The XP version also includes a 56K modem
(both have a 10/100 NIC), but does not include all the extra
software that the Lindows box ships with. They also both
have 128MB RAM, 10GB drive, AC '97 audio, 52x CD-
ROM drive, and a one year warranty.

Some Riley-isms. According to FCC Special Counsel
Riley Hollingsworth, good radio amateur practice means
not acting like an idiot just because you were stepped on,
and operating so that if a neighbor, niece or nephew or
news reporter hears you, that person will be impressed with
Amateur Radio. More Riley-isms can be found on the web.

Key City Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

P.O. Box 2722
Abilene, TX 79604
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