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Radio class impresses ‘ham’

SHAWANO (PG) — A
radio conversation with San
Diego, Calif,, and an intro-
duction to computers were

of the agenda for the
ano-G School
Board Monday night.

School board members
heard about the Shawano's
Franklin Middle School
Radio Club from Al Hovey,
middle school science coor-
dinator, and the &:cr:ogl'u
computer program u-
nice Berg, math coordinator.

Hovey, using his own
radio equipment and federal
license, runs a radio club and

that ties in lessons
geography, math and sci-
ence,

Students start out with
basic electricity and go on to
electronics, learn Morse code
and  eventually me
qualified to operate k
of electronic gear that makes
up Hovey's "ham” radio
setup in the achool.

ovey said about 20 stu-
dents are in the radio club.
They come to school at 7:30
am. Tuesdays and devote

many noon hours to listen-
ing to shortwave radio. Stu-
dents have spoken with
“ham" operators in 38 coun-
tries and 19 states so far this
year, Hovey said.

In & demonstration,
Hovey contacted a “ham”
operator in San Diego. The
operator said he was im-
pressed by his conversations
with the Shawano students
and wanted to bring a mem-
ber of the San Diego schools
to his home to try to per-
suade his local school dis-
trict to set up a similar pro-
gram.

Berg reported the same
kind of enthusiassm for the
computer program. Now
three years old, the com-
puter program features six
computers with three levels
of sophistication, she said.

Originally for the tal-
ented and gifted 8th grade
pupils, the program has ex-
panded to include pupils of
different achievement levels
in the 7th and Bth grades.
Ten advanced math pupils
from the 6th grade also

make use of the computers
after school, she added.

All Tth grade math classes
will have a unit on the com-
puters starting next year,
Berg said. “Computer liter-
acy” is one of 10 recom-
mended math skills, accord-
ing to the National Council
of Math Teachers, she said.

The aim is to make pupils
familiar with the computers,
not to make them all
programmers,

One pupil has written a
science project program that
will be used in the coming
week in all science classes,
Another pupil has written a
program on the stock market
for social studies classes, she
noted. A summer school
class, with spots available
for up to 66 pupils, will be
offered this year,

Fred Ponschok, supervi-
sor of career and vocational
education for the district, re-
ported to the board a “mini-
visit" of two ﬁeo le at the
Gresham Hig ool to
evaluate the vocational pro-
gram April 13-15.

The evaluation is part of
a five-year cycle involving all
high  school  vocational
programs, he said. The
evaluations were sought by
local vocational education
instructors and satisfy fed-
eral mandates.

Using a structured format
of visiting classes and inter-
viewing staff, administrators
and school board members,
the evaluation team will pre.
pare & written report on the
Gr:sham program, Ponschok
Bal

Noting the extensive data
on the vocational program,
including  questionnaires
from graduates and employ-
ers, board member Ron Lo-
gemann asked why similar
information couldn't be

sought from academic or col-
lege-bound pupils.
Superintendent  Gerald

_Thielke responded that the

University of Wisconsin-
Madison regularly provides
a computer analysis of fresh-
men in their first semester
there. Thielke reviewed
some figures and concluded,
“Our kids have't taken a
back seat to anyone at Mad-
ison,"

The board also approved
a lease for 34 acres of cro-
pland in the town of West-
cott to Franklin Strauss.
The lease runs for five years
and has an average rent of
$20 per acre per vear.
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SATURDAY KID BITS

Some students at Shawano schooled as hams
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Alfred Hovey shows the amalaur radio 8af on which ha nstructs Shawana studants




contact: Al Hovey, a Shawano
middile school teacher, siis in his car
today with daughters Carrie and
Gwen. His daughters were with him

Press-Gazetie photo by John A Robb
Saturday when shuttie astronaut
John-David Bartoe acknowledged
Hovey's signal to the Shuttle Chal-
lenger from his ham radio.

[0 Shuttle

Sheboygan on Saturday.
‘““Heck, I'll try it,”” Hovey
thought, though all he had was &
mobile unit in hn! car.

So he checked

Hovey gave his call signals and
Bartoe ded

responded.
‘Then the signal faded because
the Shuttle is traveling at 18,000
mph.
ovey said that's the first con-
!iunct with a shuttle from a Wiscon-

again to find the best times and
wrote them down on a mnllr

of E:]per. which he folded and put
in his pocket.

The radio signal from the ham
operators in the Shuttle only can
be heard for about seven minutes
as it passes overhead about every
90 minutes.

So here was Hovey at the family
reunion, running to his car every 90
minutes.

‘When 8 p.m. came, he pulled out
his small piece of paper and saw
circles and stars and the word
“Best” scrawled over the time.

He was right and lucky encugh
to pick the right frequency.

At 8:15, he heart Bartoe say
“This is WOORE calling earth.”

sident and might be the first
from a mobile unit.

His interest in reaching the
Shuttle began in 1983 when he
tried to reach the Columbia. He'
follows the space program closely
because he teaches science. He lis-
tens to all the Shuttle-to-earth

lucky enough to get a response to
his call

call.
This time, he was.

Ancl he hopes to use that to en-
e young people to get in-
in radio and science, to get

xcited.
“l didn’t relax this weekend,” he
said.

vulv

Shawano man
contacts shuttle
with ham radio

By Keith Goldschmidt
Of the Press-Gazette
When Al Hovey heard & voice from the heavens
Saturday night, he couldn't believe it.
“The car roof just about went off,” he said today.
He was sitting in his car about one mile from the
Shebo ;nn County Airport when shuttle astronaut
vid Bartoe acknowledged Hovey's signal to

Lh uh

"WABBZW I reéad you loud and clear,” Bartoe said.

Hovey, 42, & Bh-wmo middle school teacher, had
Just made contact o bis b radio with the Shuttle
Challenger as it made a pass over Wisconsin,

Bartoe and Anthony England sent rundom signals
to earth as part of the Shuttle Amateur Radic Experi-
ment, & spokeswoman at Johnson Space Center in
Houston said today.

When the astronauts have free time, they signal
Earth, she said.

For two days Hovey had been trying dsegmtly to
maeke contact with Challenger. He had tum
radio antennas on his home just right. He had plugged
information into his home computer 8o he'd know the
best time.

Thureday mght, he sat with his two daughters,
three former students, three Civil Air Patrol members
and a few others trying to contact the Shuttle for
about five hours.

They did the same thing Friday.

And then he had to go to a family reunion in

Please see Shuttle/A-2
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Students have radio days

Shawano school’s ham station ends worldwide talking tour

By Rick Barlow
Press-Gazette

WA200BZW may have left the
wirwaves for good Friday night, but
the memories of the many exper-
ences shared around the world will
remain,

The weeklong ham radio station
at Franklin Middle School has
been a good experience for those
involved, according to Alfred Hov-
ey Jr., trustee of the Shawano
Schools Radio Club, which held the
event

‘1 think this has been a really
good idea,” Hovey said. “There’s
been s lot of interesting things that
have huppened.”

Hovey said it was funny how
some of the students clammed up
when they sat in front of the micro-
phone and how others talked so
fast they found it hard to spell
Shawano to listeners in Japan.

Ihe students had originally set a
goal of contacting all 50 stutes and
several countnes, he sald. When
they closisd shop, they had made
reaching all 50

Lal contacts

states many umes over and 57 for-
aign countries, he said,

“The contacts have been unbe-
lievable,” he said. A team of scien-
tists from McMurdo Station in
Antarctica called the station one
night, he said.

Twelve-year-old Tania Paterick
sald she received a surprise when
she contacted a man in Salinas,
Calif., where her aunt used to live
and near where her mother now
lives.

“We just got to chatting on this
thing and he contacted my mother
living 35 miles northeast of Sali-
nas,” ghe said, 1 heard my mom's
voice over the radio!™

Emily Petersen, 12, talked with
contacts in Indonesia and in Libe-
ria in Africa but the signal was
weak, she said,

“I'm just glad to be on the ham
radio,” she said, “| like 1o see how
many places | can contact and
make new friends.”

Petersen said she plans to get an
operator’s license this summer pro-
viding she learns Morse Code.

Carne Hovey, 12, reached Lima,

Peru, at the time when Pope John
Paul 11 was vigiting. She said she
spoke with a station there that
opened especiplly for the pope’s
South American tour.

“1t was welrd because you some-
times didn 't understand what they
said,” she said.

Fourteen-year-old Joel Yeakey,
who called the U.S. embassy in the
nation of Guinea-Bissau located in
northwestermn Africa, said he'd also
like to get his license

| could contact people all over
the world without using the
phone,” he said.

Nathan Bosdeck, 12, became in-
terested in ham radio after he saw
Hovey carrving a portable ham ra-
dio around, He said he then got
involved in the Radio Club. Bos-
deck listens to Morse Code about
15 minutes a night to master it for
the license. He also has to take a
30-question test.

Bosdeck said he called Russia,
Sweden, Denmark and Indonesia.
He also talked to a man in North-
ern Wales who was driving in his
car,

“It's lots of fun talking to peo-
ple,” he said, “And it's a lot less
expensive than on the telephone.”

Even though the station is offi-
cially off the air, Hovey said they
are receiving hundreds of letters
from people returning radio calls.
They will answer in the form of
posteards that identify the station.

The station was started ns a way
to commemorate Wisconsin's entry
into the union in May 1848, The
Shawano Schools Radio Club ap-
plied to the Federal Communica-
tions Commission for a special
200" call sign to amateurs as part
of the last phase of the bicentennial
celebration of the U.S.
Constitution.

Each state has been given a 200
number for one week to make radio
calls across the country and the
world. The program started in De-
cember 1987 and will run until the
end of the year.

Twenty-eight Franklin students
as well a8 amateur radio operators
from the area were involved in the
only station representing North-
east Wisconsin.
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