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George Gabert observm g
60 years in amateur radlo

By JOHN ENIGL
PART 1

Two Door county residents are
celebrating 60 and 50 years as
amateur radio operators this year.
They are George Gabert with 60
yearsin the only hobby licensed by
the federal government and 50
-year veteran Clayton Cardy. Both
have received recognition on the
national level for their expertlse in
the communication art.

Amateur radio is a hobby that is
recognized by every nation in the
world as having a valuable life sav-
ing-function. Radio amateurs own
two-way communication equip-
ment, often battery operated or
supplied with power by portable
generators, sometimes located in
automobiles or trucks, Wthh on
numerous occasions have pro-
vided the only communications for
disaster stricken areas. In Door
county, the Door County Amateur
Radio Clup, of which both Clayton
and George are charter members;
works closely with Door County
Emergency Government, coordi-
nator by Janet McOlash.

Even communist Russia allows
its citizens freedom of the use of
amateur radio, realizing the value
of a system of communications
that can operate in emergency
situations.

When George Gabert became in-
terested in amateur radio, in 1923, R
he was a sophomore at Sturgeon # 4
Bay high school. He was intrigued
by the infant radio; commercial
broadcasting stations were just -
beginning to appear. KDKA had
just begun broadcasting two years
before from Pittsburgh, and that
was the only station the few that
had radio receivers in Door county
could receive at first. There was no
Federal Communications Com-
mission then; George Gabert’s
first license was issued by the De-
partment of Commerce. He was
assigned the call letters 9JM, and.
he was one of less than 8000 li-
censed radio amateursin the coun-
try, at the time. A few years later
the call was changed to W9JM, his
present call letters. Today the
hobby has about 300,000
participants. :

George still has the copy of his
first operator’s license. There
were a few restrictions that would
seem unusual today; stations

- could not be operated between the
hours of 7:30 and 10: 30 p.m. Those
were the hours when the first
commercial radio stations had
their largest listening audience,
and radio amateur equipment was
not as free of radio interference as

~ it'istoday. Also an‘amateur radio
operator could not operate on Sun-
day mornings when church servi-
ces were going on.

The amateur (old timers don’t

like the‘term ‘‘ham,”’ although it.
means ‘‘helping all mankind’’)
“was not allowed to broadcast news,

lectures, or sermons, music or any
‘other form of entertainment. The
srules apply today, the federal go-
- vernment defining the hobby as a
two-way art, although some lec-
tures concerning the betterment of *
the hobby are permitted. The rule
is, don’t discuss politics or religion,
but that’s not a government regu-
lation; it’s a rule set up by the fra-
ternity of amateur radio.

Sixty years ago when George
started out in the field, the federal
government allowed radio ama-
teurs to have complete domain of
the radio spectrum 200 meters and
down (down in frequency, up in
wavelength) that is, the part of the
radio dial that would fall below 550
kilocycles (now called ‘‘kilohertz’’
in honor of radio experimenter
Hertz). That would be below the
frequency of WMAM in Marinette,
or WYLO in Jackson. :

George’s first lieense.was issued -
on May 21, 1923, and he has contin-
uously renewed it since then, -al-
though there were four years when

he was not permitted to use it, as
will be exnlained latar

I asked George what kind of
equipment he had in 1923. e

“We had some radio tubes at the
time already, but only a few, like
the O1A;” George replied. “When I
first got started, we used crystal
receivers and everythlng was
homemade. Since the band we
used was long wave (low frequen-
cy) the coils were large, and the
equipment was large. The federal
restrictions said you could not use
a transmitter putting out over 30
watts, and specified the antenna as
being an inverted ‘““L”’, with four

fashioned clothes line. A full wave
antenna would have been 200 me-
ters (over 600 feet) long, so we used
loading coils to set the frequency.”’
George has a photograph of that

operated on I.C.W. (interrupted
continuous wave). A small motor
interrupted the current from the
transmitter to produce a tone, and
the key was used to form the wave
into dots and dashes (dits and dahs
to the radio amateur) to broadcast
with the International code. This
method of sending was outlawed
s about 1927, has had been the ‘‘ro-

tary gap’’ method which required
no tubes but caused interference to
commercial broadcast stations all
over the band.

“I used two 32-volt W1llard stor-
age batteries to power this rig,”
George states. All the radios used

casts were also battery powered

tors coming about 1925, and all-
electric radios arriving about 1927
or 1928 after the development of
tubes that could use alternating
current for the filaments.
George still talks over the radio
to a man in Menominee, Mich,, for
whom George was the first contact

Mark Kronauer, whose call was
9ECK in 1924 when he lived in Ma-
rinette. Since he moved across the
river and isin a different call afea,
he is now WSECK.

One of the highlights in George’s
amateur radio experience came
during the time of a severe storm,
when all telephone communica-
tions and electric power were cut
off in most of Door county. George
recalls the year as 1933. His ama-
teur radio station served as the
only means of communication be-
tween here and the outside world,
and he helped to direct repair op-
- erations through-an amateur stau
“tion in Green Bay.

“I received a ‘thank you’ from
the power company for keeping up
communicafions with Green Bay
from 7:30 in the morning until
midnight, but I never received one
from the telephone company,”
George recalls with a chuckle.

But he frequently received note
of his amateur radio activities
from editor Sumner Harris of the

I asked Geéorge how he got start-
ed in amateur radio.

“Actually, Igotthe idea because
of a book I read that told about two
people communicating by radio.
Then I tried it out by doing the
same thing Barry Goldwater did to
get started in the hobby; I built a
transmitter out of a Model T Ford
spark coil. Of course, it wasn’t long
and those were outlawed, because
they caused too much interference
to the commercial broadcast
stations. :

“I built all of the first equipment
I had; there wasn’t any boughten
radio amateur equipment to be
had. There was no frequency con-
trol of where you transmitted;
crystal control hadn’t been invent-
ed when I started out. You might be
anywhere in (or sometlmes out) of
the band.”

I asked if there were any other
radio amateurs in Door county
when George got into the hobby in
1923.

“There was Dr. Rod Gordon, a
brother of Phil Gordon who built
Gordon Lodge. He got a license
about the same time I did. We
started a radio club in high school
and Rod was a member, as well as
Otis Kimber,, who has also now
died. (My family bought its first
battery radio from Otis Kimber, a
Fada, in 1932. —Enigl) We also had
a science teacher who was inter-
estéd in radio, although he did not
become an amateur.”

photograph of Sumner and Grace
Harris intently watching George
operate his rig in his house on
Third av.

-“I'm certain Sumner would have
become a radio amateur, had he
lived longer. He was fascinated by
it. He’d sometimes call me down to
the office to talk about radio. He
always wanted to be up on the new-
est things,” George states.

Many times, in his thousands of

~ radio contacts in the United States

and overseas, George has talked to

people who have either been to or

heard about Door county. The little

- peninsula that juts-out into Lake

Michigan and shows up on any good
manp of the world is well known.

wires that made it look like an old -

first station from 1923. He tells us it -

for receiving commercial broad-

back in 1923, with battery elimina-

on the airback in 1924. Hisname is

Door County Advocate. He has a.

George Gabert with the nation’s first W.A.S (Worked All States)
- mobile amateur radio unit in 1951,

George ‘‘wall papered’’ his

~ ‘‘ham shack’’ back in the 20’s with
. “Q.S.L.”’ cards — cards sent to him

by other radio amateurs confirm- .
ing the fact that he had contacted
them by radio, but he doesn’t both-

.er to send out Q.S.L. cards any-
‘more, unless requested. One

Q.S.L. card he is very proud of is
from March of 1938.

He says, ‘““Youcansee thecardis
from Austria; the call letters of the

~person who sent it to me are

OE3AH. You can see his name is
Anton Hapsburg, Archduke of Aus-
tria. I talked to him by phone (vo-
ice tranmission) just a few days
before Hitler marched in and took
over Austria. (The Anchluss, orre-
union of Germany with Austrla to
which many Austrians, such asthe
Von Trapps of ‘“The Sound of Mus-
ic,”’ objected.) He escaped, proba-
bly over the mountains to Switzer-
land as did the Von Trapps, and
came to the United States. Over
here, he had to make a living by
giving lectures.”

(The Hapsburgs carried much
weight in the rule of Europe in the
1600’s and later, intermarrying
with other European royal fami-
lies for political reasons and to
avoid genetic inbreeding.)

I asked George what he did for a

_hobby during World War II, when

all radio amateurs were ordered
off the air. ‘

He replied, ‘“As you probably
know, the amateur radiobandsare
only permitted to be used when the
government does not need them.
During wartime, they were used
by the military services. The go-
vernment appealed to radio ama-
teurs to try to-get them to sell their
equipment to the military servi-
ces. (Much of the commercial ra-
dio amateur transmitters and re-
ceivers either were usable by the
military services, or were adapted

. for such use.) They also bought

yachts and converted them for pa-

” (Continued on next page)
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‘Gab ert

trol duty down here- at the
shipyards.

“I wasn’t on the air the day the
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor
and the federal government or-
dered all amateur radio stations to

get off the air for the duration, butI. ‘

soon heard about the order. Then
my hobby became buddmg things
with a metal lathe.”

George still has a one cylinder
engihe he built almost completely

onthat metal lathe. The piston, the -

cylinder, the piston rings, crank-
shaft, connecting rods and bear-

ings, flywheel and oil base were all

produced by George. He even built
a few items most one cylinder en-
ginesdon’t have — an oil pump and
fuel pump. About the only parts he
didn’t build were the ignition
points and ignition coil. It runs like
a charm, he says.

When World War II ended,
George went back on the air as
soon as the government allowed.
By 1951, he had won an award that
got him national fame.

The American Radio Relay
League (A.R.R.L.) awards a cer-
tificate to all amateurs who are
able to talk to every state in the

Union from within a radius of 25 \

miles of their home station loca-
tion. This award is called the
““Worked All States’’ (W.A. S )
award.

- By 1949, George had mstalled a
mobile amateur rig in his car. Such
units were almost unheard of be-
fore World War II, and there were
only a few thousand of them in use
in 1949. When he received a Q. S 1.

Some uume iater, ne received a

query from the organization, re-
questing information about the
kind of equipment he had used (he
had built it himself) . He soon re-
ceived the W.A.S., which included
a notation that he was the first per-
son ever to work all states from a
mobile amateur station. An article
was written up about his rig in the
radio amateur news organ QST,
and there were features about
George’s feat in the Advocate and
Milwaukee Journal.

George remembers the days in
the mid-1950’s when some radio
amateur began to use the more ef-
fective single sideband mode of
radio transmission, instead of a.m.
(amplitude modulation). On an
a.m. receiver, the single sideband
(s.s.b.) transmission sounds like

“monkey talk” — high or low
pitched in voice transm1ss1on if not
tuned in properly./Amateurs res-
isted the system as long as possi-
ble, despite the advantage it had of
allowing more amateurs to occupy
one band and its ability to be heard
through interference. Then they,
mcludmg George, adopted an “‘if
‘you can’t bqat‘,thém join them,”’
attitude, and obtained s.s. b.
equlpment, partly because the
a.m. equipment couldn’t compete
for a place on the dial with single
sideband. . .

George Gabert today.

George was alsoin on the ground
floor with frequency modulation
(f.m.) transmission. This is the
popular method in which it is pos-
sible to use a hand-held transceiv-
er (handie-talkie or h.t.) to com-
municate with any other amateur
so equipped within about a 50 mile
radius. In Door county, the WDOR
antenna tower is used through the
courtesy of Door County Broad-
casting, Inc., to support a repeat-
er, which receives the signal from
the handie talkies and re-
broadcasts it at much  greater
power all over Door county.

George is a charter member of
the Door County amateur Radio
Club. Along with Clayton Cardy,
W90VO, they have seen the frater-
nity of amateur radio in Door
county grow from a few to more
than two dozen, in the club alone.
This brings us to the story of the
experiences of Clayton Cardy, an
amateur for 50 years in Door
county. )i
- (To be continued)

—Enigl -
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George Gabert is backbone

of club’s ‘Good Morning Net’

By JOHN ENIGL

There's a club in Door County
that meets more often than there
are days in the year, and 82 year
old George Gabert is more respon-
sible than anyone else for that
record.

The club is the Door County
Amateur Radio Club. Besides talk-
ing informally over their two-way
radios, the four dozen club
members hold regular meetings
once a month. They meet for
breakfast each Saturday morning
at 9 o’clock at the Fisherman's Ta-
ble restaurant in Sturgeon Bay. In
addition, they hold a club picnic in
the summer, a dinner meeting in
the winter, a Father’s day dinner
and a fish boil. Sometimes the club
makes atrip to Washington Island,
where several of the members live.

But the activity that accounts for
the greatset number of meetings
for the club members is the Good
Morning Net. At 8 o'clock each

~morning except Sunday, club
member Gabert turns on his two

meter amateur radio transceiver -

and ‘calls the' club- members
together.

George received his amateur
radio license in 1923, when he was
in high school. His assigned call
letters at first were 9JM, changed
to W9JM when licensing proce-
dures were changed back -in the
early 1930's.

His friendly greeting is always
the same: *'Calling all members ol
the Good Morning Net. This net
meets each weekday morning for
the purpose of good fellowship,
[riendly discussion, and message
handling. Mobile check-ins first,
please come, gne at a time."’

(Mobiles are those radio ama-
teurs who have two-way radios in
their cars. Since they are in mo-
tion, they may get out of range of
the repeater, a device placed on
the tower of radio station WDOR,
which re-broadcasts the message
sent out by the amateur’s hand-
held transceivers or base stations
at much greater power.)

Some of the mobile stations are
not in automobiles. John, AB9F,
often broadcasts [rom his airplane
in the Klondike, W1 area near Ma-
rinette. Don, K9CPY, retired man-
ager of Public Service in Kewau-
nee, calls in from his boat. John,
WIMF'S, calls in while riding on his
bike. Clayton, W90OVO, talks from
the pier while [ishing at the coast
guard station near Sturgeon Bay.
Carol, KA9HFA, often “calls in
“footmobile’’ as she is out walking.
John, K9HJL, may call:in (rom a
patch of wild strawberries while on
his morning walk with his wife. -

After the mobile ‘check-ins,

.GEORGE GABERT
WIIM

George calls for the fixed or base
stations. The first person to call in
is a man from across Green bay in
Menominee, MI, Mark, WSECK.
George has been talking to Mark
for 62 years, since Mark lived in
Marinette and his call was 9ECK.
It became W9ECK when the call
system was changed, then WSECK
when Mark moved across the riv-
er, into a different Federal Com-
munications commission zone in a
different state.

Most of the members of the Good
Morning Net are retired, people on
vacation, or people who work for
school systems who have ol in the
summer. N9BGE, Don, who usual-
ly is the second fixed station opera-
tor to check in, used to {ly the big
ones in World War II; now he tells
about the radio controlled model
he's making, and his telling about
this on the net prompted a visit re-
cently to his Algoma home by
George and his wile, as well as oth-
er club members.

Myra, WDY9AST, sometimes
can't call in because of her job at
her family's Evergreen Nursery,
where she cultures young trees.in
the laboratory with the loving care
of a typical mother. Her conversa-
tion is olten about her work.

Clayton, W90VO, along with
George, is one of Door County's
first radio amateurs. When not cal-
ling mobile, he calls in from the

—John Enigl

same room onSturgeon Bay 's w
side where he was on Dec. 7, 19
when he heard the order by f
Federal Communications Co
mission to get off the air because
the Japanese attack on Pe:
Harbor.

The Good Morning Net ev
reaches up to Washington Islal
‘where radio amateurs have op
ated for many years. There he
been one or two native Island
who have become amateur ra
operators, but those on the Isla
now are summer residents, such
Warren, WB2LKP, and Cli
K7BQ, who have been coming
the Island since 1936 and 1
respectively.

Some club members call in {1
Green Bay. They sometimes ey
drive up for the Saturday morni
breakfasts and other club g

" togethers, as a result of being 1r
ivated by the Good Morning N
This week, a visitor from Isr
called in and the result was me
ing Warren on the Island and
rest of the club at the Saturc
breaklasts voia s i fou b

‘Thanks to an 82 year old who |
a vital interest in people, the G¢
Morning. Net.makes. the Dy
County Amateur Radio Club one
the meeting-est clubs in the co
try." It's not exclusive by ¢
means, however, -because it
ways welcomes new members.



Metro/State

Y -2-¥é

i

Photo by John Enigl
Tuning in: George Gabert calls the Door County Amateur
Radio Club together for on-the-air meetings Mondays
through Saturdays. :

Door County club

tunes in regularly

By John Enigl
Press-Gazette correspondent

STURGEON BAY — A club in
Door County meets more often
than there are days in the year,
motivated primarily by 82-year-
old George Gabert and his Good
Morning Net.

The club is the Door County
Amateur Radio Club.

Its four dozen members hold
monthly meetings, talk informally
over their two-way radios and get
together for breakfast at a Stur-
geon Bay restaurant each Satur-
day morning.

They also have a picnic, corn
roast and fish boil in the summer
and a dinner meeting in the winter.
They go on field trips and attend
“swap fests,” where they buy and
sell used radio equipment.

But the activity that accounts
for the greatest number of meet-
ings is the Good Morning Net.

At 8 a.m. Monday through Sat-
urday, Gabert turns on his two-
meter amateur radio transceiver

and calls the club members
together.

His greeting is always the same:
“Calling all members of the Good
Morning Net. This net meets each
weekday morning for the purpose
of good fellowship, friendly discus-
sion and message handling. Mobile
check-ins first. Please come one at
a time.” ;

The fixed stations check in from
as far away as Green Bay to the
south and Washington Island to
the north.

The first member to call in al-
ways is W8ECK, Mark Kronauer
of Menominee, Mich., who has
been talking to Gabert over the air
for 62 years. ;

Gabert received his amateur ra-
dio license while he was in high
school in 1923.

He was assigned the call letters
9JM by the predecessor of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission. -
His call letters were changed to
W9JM when licensing procedures
were changed in the early 1930s.




