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Net Operations
The flow of the net is generally: 

· announce the net

· take check ins

· allow stations with announcements to transmit their information

· allow stations with informals to make their transmissions

The following procedure is recommended as a guideline to amateur operators when they prepare to activate as ARES net.

1) If the net is in response to an incident, the net control operator should contact the Emergency Coordinator for Hillsborough County.

2) The net control operator should start a log. This log need not show every single contact, but it should show the following:

· Time of Activation.

· Stations that checked in

· Time, frequency, location (by city and county), and call signs and names of stations with emergency traffic

· Time of deactivation.

· Any other significant events that occurred relating to ARES

3) Before starting the net, ask if the repeater is available for use:

This is <call>, does anyone need to use the repeater before the net begins?  If so, please call now.

Wait a moment, and if no station responds, proceed to call the net.

4) Open the net as follows:

Calling the Hillsborough County Emergency net.  Calling the Hillsborough County Emergency net.   This is <call>, net control for the Hillsborough County Emergency net.  My name is <name>, and I am located in <town, state>.

This is a directed net.  Stations should transmit only when directed to do so by net control.   The only exception to this is for emergency, priority, or time sensitive traffic.

5) If this is a normal Tuesday evening net, state the purpose of the net:

This is a regularly scheduled practice and training net held every Tuesday evening at { 7:45 for Hollis | 8:00 pm for Nashua | 8:15 pm for Pack Monadnock } on this repeater.

All amateurs are welcome to join the net, and you do not have to be a member of the Amateur Radio Emergency Services to do so.

6) If this net is in response to an incident, announce the purpose of the net.

This net is in response to a <type of incident> that took place in <location of the incident> at <time of the incident>.

7) Continue the preamble:

When checking into the net, please announce yourself with the words "THIS IS", followed by a carrier drop to check for doubling, then give your full call sign, followed by your name and your location.

The first call up will be for Emergency Coordinators, Assistant Emergency Coordinators, and Liaison stations.  Any ECs, AECs, or liaisons wishing to check into the net, please call <call>.

6) After ECs, AECs, and liaisons have been checked in, take general check ins.

This is <call>, net control for the Hillsborough County Emergency net.  Any stations, anywhere, wishing to check into the net please call now with your callsign, name, and location.

7) As each station or group of station checks in, acknowledge them by stating:

Net recognizes <call>, <name> in <location>, thanks for checking in please stand by.

Or alternatively:

Net recognizes <call1>, <call2>, …, thanks for checking in, please stand by.

8) After check ins have been received, pass control to the Emergency Coordinator or any Assistant Emergency Coordinators on frequency, and invite them to make any announcements or an informal, then pass control back to net control.

After ECs, AECs, and liaisons have made their announcements, transmit any of your announcements that have not been covered to the net.

The net control station should identify themselves and the net every 10 minutes.  Ask for any further check ins.  Reannounce the purpose of the net at least every 30 minutes. 

9) When all stations have had a chance to pass traffic or make an informal, attempt to close the net:

This is <call>, net control for the Hillsborough County Emergency net.  Are there any further check ins, questions, or comments for the net before it is closed?

10) If there are no further check ins, questions,or comments, close the net:

This has been a regular Tuesday night session of the Hillsborough County Emergency Net.  Thanks to the stations that checked in, and to all that stood by while the net was in progress.  Thanks also to the trustees and owners of the repeaters for their use.

The net is now closed and the repeater returned to general amateur use.  73 to all from <call>.

Appendix A:  Hillsborough County ARES Frequencies 

This section lists the frequencies that may be used during ARES activations in  Hillsborough County. Please note that nets should be activated on the Pack Monadnock NH 443.350, the Hollis NH 146.730 repeater system, the Nashua NH 147.045 repeater, and the Francestown 146.685 repeater. 

	Use
	Tactical Name
	Frequency
	PL
	Location

	Primary 
	ARES1
	443.350
	110.9
	Pack Monadnock NH

	Secondary 
	ARES2
	146.730
	88.5
	Hollis NH

	- linked
	ARES2
	146.730
	127.3
	Derry NH RX only

	- linked 
	ARES2
	443.500
	88.5
	Hollis NH

	- linked
	ARES2
	145.310
	88.5
	Moultonboro NH

	- linked
	ARES2
	442.150
	88.5
	Pat’s Peak NH

	- linked
	ARES2
	147.195
	88.5
	Bow NH

	- linked
	ARES2
	53.970
	71.9
	Derry NH

	- linked
	ARES2
	447.825
	107.2
	Derry NH

	- linked
	ARES2
	448.825
	88.5
	Leominster MA

	Secondary 
	ARES3
	147.045
	100.0
	Nashua, NH

	Secondary 
	ARES4
	146.685
	100.0
	Francestown, NH

	Primary simplex
	ARES5
	147.42
	
	Simplex

	Secondary simplex
	ARES6
	147.48
	
	Simplex

	Primary liaison frequency to NWS Taunton
	ARES1
	443.350
	110.9
	Pack Monadnock NH

	Secondary liaison frequency to NWS Taunton
	ARES7
	53.310
	71.9
	Mt. Wachusett MA

	Granite State FM Traffic Net
	ARES8
	146.940
	
	Concord NH, daily at 20:30 local

	Granite State Phone Traffic Net
	ARES9
	3942 kHz
	
	LSB 3942 kHz, 6:30 PM Daily

LSB 3945 kHz, 9:30 AM Sunday

	Primary Packet
	ARES10
	145.030
	
	Node: BBSSNH

	Weather Preparedness Net
	
	7231.5 kHz or 3993.5 kHz
	
	LSB Sunday 9:30 am


 Appendix B - Suggested Equipment List for Net Control Operators

In order to maintain a minimum level of preparedness for ARES activations, here is a suggested list of equipment that net control operators might keep on hand in anticipation of being called to activate a ARES net.

· This document

· Paper and writing instruments, including log sheets

· Ear phones

· Flash lights

· Battery operated lamp

· Extra batteries

· Indoor antennas for 2M and 70cm (and possibly 6M)

· Transceivers (hand held or base) for 2M and 70cm (and possibly 6M)

· Weather radio or scanner tuned to the appropriate NWS WeatherRadio

· Alternate power sources for transceivers, scanners, receivers, and lamps
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