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The ARRL Michigan Section Digital Radio 
Group (DRG) was created in an effort to coordi-
nate the creation of a dependable Packet Radio 
network across the entire state of Michigan pri-
marily for the purpose of emergency communica-
tions. The Digital Radio Group consists of a 
number of Michigan Section ARRL Staff along 
with two representatives from each of 7 state dis-
tricts and meets at least four times annually to 
discuss technical issues, develop network topolo-
gies, and resolve any problems in the deployment 
of a fexible and reconfigurable digital network 
that can be depended upon in times of emergency.   

The networks being deployed consist of a mixture 
of both old and new technologies using both the 
AX.25 and TCP/IP protocols. By using whatever 
technologies are available to us assures that each 
district can deploy the technology that works best 
for their particular needs. What works best in one 
part of the state may not be the right solution for 
another. Our ultimate goal is to move bits from 

(Continued on page 3) 

Mich-A-Con ARC January 10th Meeting Minutes 
The meeting was called to order by President Tom 
Martin, W8JWN, at 6:30 PM.  

Secretary Report:

  

The minutes of the December 13th meeting were 
read and approved.  

Treasurer Report:

 

The Treasurer s Report was presented by Dennis, 
KD8AIT. As of this meeting we have $103.66 in 
checking, $1,795.22 in the savings account, 
$1,369.89 ($.66 interest) in the repeater account 
and $25.63 petty cash. Transactions:  WE Energies 
$7.25, SBC $34.45. 
   

Repeater Report:

  

Lee, N8LT, and Bob, KC8TWG, have installed a 
base and mounting bracket for the temporary 30 
foot repeater tower provided by Terry, KB9ZER. 
The tower sections have been taken to the Pine 
Mountain repeater site and an antenna raising 
party will be held this Thursday at 2:00 PM to 
transfer the 146.850 MHz repeater antenna from 
the 20 foot mast to the tower.  

ARES:

 

The time of the ARES net has been changed to 
6:30 PM on Thursdays.  

(Continued on page 8) 

ARRL Michigan Section  
Digital Radio Group 

I was recently made aware of the ARRL Michigan 
Section Digital Radio Group through an exchange 
of email with the U.P. s 8th District Representa-
tive, Skip Kwasneski, KA8IXC. Skip had learned 
from George Thurner, W8FWG, that I had created 
a diagram of the Central U.P. s packet system and 
asked me if I would share it so he could include 
the information in a packet map of the U.P that he 
was creating for the group s website.  The follow-
ing information was gleaned from the website and 
is presented here to inform our members of this 
ongoing project to form a reliable state-wide digi-
tal radio network for the handling of communica-
tions for the public service agencies and citizens of 
Michigan.   

For more information, please contact our represen-
tative, Skip Kwasneski, KA8IXC: 
Email: ka8ixc@arrl.net or Phone: (906)387-3898  

The group s website can be found at: 
http://www.mi-drg.org/     

         K8DDB 

http://www.arrl.org
http://www.mi-drg.org/
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February Contests

 
(All dates and times are UTC)  

Straight Key Century Club 
0000 to 2359 Feb 1  

CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest  
0000 Feb 11 to 2400 Feb 12  

ARRL International DX Contest 
0000 Feb 18 to 2400 Feb 19  

February Club Activities

 

License Exams will be adminis-
tered on the 4th at 9:30 AM CT 
at the Dickinson County Library.  

ARES Nets are conducted at 
6:30 PM Central Time every 
Thursday evening on our 2-
meter repeater (146.850 MHz.)  

Please join us for the Tuesday 
Night Net on the 7th, 21st and 
28th at 6:30 PM on the 2-meter 
repeater (146.850 MHz) Dennis, 
K8SWX, is our Net Control Op-
erator.   

Monthly meeting on Tuesday 
the 14th at 6:30 PM in the 
Grace United Methodist Church, 
721 Norway Street in Norway. 
The meeting room is upstairs 
next to the sanctuary.   

Saturday Morning Breakfast, 
9:00 AM on the 18th at the Holi-
day Kitchen in Iron Mountain, on 
US-2 across from Econo Foods.  

Club Operating Activity

 

All club members are invited to 
use the club callsign to help the 
club attain WAS and DXCC. If 
you use the club call, please 
give information required for the 
log such as: station worked, 
date and time (UTC), frequency, 
RST sent and received, mode 
and power to Mike, K8DDB. 
Also give a description of the 
equipment you were using. 

mikebray@chartermi.net  

VEC Testing at Iron River

 

The Iron Range Amateur Radio 
Club VEC makes exams avail-
able on a monthly basis on the 
3rd Thursday of the month, prior 
to the start of their club meeting. 
Examinations must be arranged 
before hand. Exam time: 6:30 
PM (Central), Place: Iron River 
Lutheran Church (on US-2 next 
to McDonalds), Contact: Dan 
Waters,  AA9G,  (906) 265-4240 
dmwaters@ironriver.tv  

Words from the President 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   

1 2    ARES 3 4    Exam 

5 6 7    Tnn 8 9    ARES 10 11 

12 13 14  Meeting 15 16  ARES 17 18 Breakfast 

19 20 21  Tnn 22 23  ARES 24 25 

26 27 28  Tnn 

    

Mich-A-Con ARC Activities for February 2006 

One of the interesting things about DXing is 
receiving the QSL cards from around the world.  
I have saved many of the envelopes from various 
countries just incase someone in my family, or 
in the area, would like the stamps.  Although not 
as popular as in the past, many hams send their 
cards through various bureaus to save postage, I 
still receive quite a few cards through the mail.  

If anyone reading this is a collector, or knows 
someone who is a collector, contact me and I 
will give you the stamps that I have saved.  I m 
sure that a few other members of the club have 
stamps to offer. 

Amateur Radio Class 
The Mich-A-Con Amateur Radio Club is con-
ducting a class for anyone interested in learning 
about Amateur Radio. Instruction will prepare 
individuals to pass the Technician Class Ama-
teur Radio Exam. The class will meet one night 
per week for 8 to 10 weeks, beginning on Tues-
day, January 24 at the Dickinson County Library 
at 6:00 PM. There is no charge for the class, but 
students will have to provide their own course 
book and class materials (the book Now You re 
Talking , can be purchased from Amateur Elec-
tronic Supply for $19.95, phone (800) 558-0411) 
Nine students are presently enrolled, but there is 
room for more. For more information please call 
563-8913 or email meyersb@up.net.  
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Form, and will be queryable from a webpage interface by all 
users.  Districts will be able to search and retrieve data to use in 
creating their own network maps and node tables. 
Simplified the method of requesting an IP Addresses in the 
AMPR.ORG domain (Nov)  This will be necessary as more 
MSYS, JNOS, X1J4 NetROM, and home stations begin using the 
TCP/IP protocol suite. 
WB8TKL took over as the Michigan AMPRnet IP Coordinator 
(Dec)  This should result in faster turnaround times when users 
request IP address space for their nodes, routers, and home sta-
tions.  Request had been taking weeks to months to be processed.  
Requests should now be processed in one to two days. Domain 
Name Service (DNS) updates will be quicker as well. 

Technical Milestones: 
34 Registered WL2K TelPac nodes -  11 of these are online 
7x24. The others are in various states of 'readiness'.  
5 JNOS HamGates are operational now  These are located in 
Fenton, Ypsilanti, Newport, Harrisville, and Grayling (non-
routing).  These nodes provide a direct connection between dis-
tant parts of the State and help to lighten the load on the RF back-
bone by utilizing Internet 'tunnels' to connect them. 
3 more JNOS HamGates will be online <1month  Located  in 
Monroe, Grand Rapids (DAPR), Grand Rapids (Red Cross).  
These nodes will provide 144.91 access in D2South ,and 147.58 
access in D5.  The Red Cross node will be on 145.76. 
2 JNOS HamGates to be online Spring 2006  These are located  
in Pinkney/Hell and Empire.  The Pinkney node will provide 
direct access on 145.76 into the SEOC, and the Empire node will 
provide 145.07 access into D7West and into their X1J4/NetROM 
network. 
ALL of the HamGates provide a distributed Conferencing 
system (similar to Instant Messager services) allowing anyone 
anywhere to 'chat' with ease. 
D6 put up its first node on 147.58 as part of its move towards the 
Multi-Layered Networking Plan (Nov). 
D2 is preparing to place it's first node on 144.91 within the next 
month  This will be the N8KJF-4 Hamgate.Monroe JNOS node. 
First X1J4 (NetROM) nodes are online in Benzie County  X1J4 
uses the NetROM route discovery mechanism, and also supports 
IP routing as well.  This allows them to integrate with the JNOS 
nodes (and MSYS BBS's) more effectively. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Point-A to Point-B by whatever means we can, including the 
use of the Internet where Terrestrial RF paths may not be avail-
able.  

The DRG asks for input from as many sources as possible. So 
please contact your District Representative with your ideas, 
concerns, or offers of assistance, and come join us in the Packet 
(re)Revolution!  

The following information was taken from a Power Point slide 
presentation:  

Michigan Section Digital Radio Group Annual Report  
presented January 7th, 2006 

 by Jay Nugent,WB8TKL wb8tkl@arrl.net  

Areas we will cover: 
Organizational Milestones 
Technical Milestones 
Training & Presentations 
Problem areas and their Resolutions 
Goals for 2006 
Comparison of 2005 Next Steps

  

Organizational Milestones: 
DRG created and held its first meeting (March) -  80+ items 

were on the agenda, most of which were covered.  Elections were 
held for Chair, Vice-Chair, and Recording Secretary. 
Mailing list created (March)  Now contains 32 members includ-
ing all DEC's plus an Archival account www.MI-DRG.org 
website created (May). 
Formulated Duties of the District Representatives - Defined the 
duties and responsibilities of the District Representatives. 
Added Webalizer statistics to the website to track hits and usage 
statistics (June)  We can now track what material is being 
viewed (and which isn't) and how often it is requested. 
Began an educational campaign regarding the eventual move 
away from a Flat-Topology toward a Multi-Layered network 
(Sept). 
Published Dr. Clarks' The Trouble with Digipeaters (Sept). 
Promoted inclusion of Packet in the October S.E.T. - Documented 
that at least 6 Counties established connections with the State 
EOC BBS and were able to post Traffic and/or left messages . 
Basic Packet training group established (October). 

Published Local Access Freqs by District (October) -  A first 
attempt to migrate to a Multi-Layered networking model. 
Began Michigan Digital Vision discussion (Dec)  To deter-
mine the goals of the group and set our direction for the future. 
EOC & Key Station data placed on website (Dec)  Districts were 
asked to provide their data by the end of January. 
District network maps being collected onto the website (Dec) 

 

D2, D7West and D8East have already been posted.  Maps are 
skimpy in their first cut, but are expected to improve in later 

revisions. 
Work progressing on an SQL Node Database (Dec)  This will 
hold the raw data collected via the online Node Data Request 

(Continued from page 1) 

ARRL Michigan Section Digital Radio Group 

Local Access Frequencies by District 
This proposal is a first attempt to 
move away from a single collision 
domain, and towards a network 
based on Gateway nodes.  This 
positions us to more easily imple-
ment a backbone connecting the 
Gateway nodes. 
First published in October, a few 
stations are already appearing on 
the new frequencies: 
D7 has a JNOS node on 145.07 in 
Manistee 
D6 has a HamGate active on 147.58 
D2 will soon have a HamGate on 144.91 

http://www.MI-DRG.org
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Problem Areas and their Resolutions: 
TRAINING!!!!!! - Fewer Hams understand Classic Packet than 
they once did.  Re-education of the Amateur public through DRG 
offered Training Classes is necessary to re-gain that wealth of 
operators we once had. 
Little participation on the DRG mailing list  It is disappointing 
the lack of group participation on the DRG reflector.  We have 
begun a new campaign jokingly called: Please Participate, or Jay 
will Dictate!

 

Little feedback on DRG proposals  (same as above) 
Little sharing of DRG material through the DEC's to their EC's 
and others in their districts  It is hoped that the DEC's will filter 
down material from the DRG reflector to their EC's in hopes of 
getting more involvement from the rank & file. Section Staff may 
assist in helping this happen. 
Many key members still do not understand 'Packet'  Those that 
lead the group need more in-depth training so they themselves can 
lead their respective Districts and make better informed deci-

sions.  

Goals for 2006: 
MORE TRAINING!!!!!! 
Increased participation on the DRG reflector list 
Increased participation in Working Groups 
Improved Network Maps 
Deploy more HamGates for better long-haul linking 
Deploy more NetROM/X1J4 nodes 
Deploy more Gateway  Multi-ported Nodes 
Continue migration to Multi-Layered networks and the use of 
District/Regional Local Access frequencies 
Link up Full-Service BBS's and improve Mail Forwarding 
Begin developing District Standard Operating procedures

 

Get more Clubs involved!  

For comparison, here are the Next Steps from a year ago:  
Begin using LAYERED network topologies 
Each County use its own Local Access Frequency 
Establish Gateway Nodes between networks 
Establish reusable backbone frequencies and link nodes using 
directional antennas wherever possible 
SHARE your network maps with others! 
We need a Frequency Coordination body now! 
Each District needs to assign a Packet Representative to the 
Digital Committee 
Section Digital Committee needs to meet ASAP!  

If you ve read this far, you must have some interest in Packet and Pub-
lic Service Communications. It seems that we, in Dickinson County, 
need a Gateway Node to allow us to easily pass traffic from here to 
other areas within the state and throughout the country. If we are to 
handle Emergency and Public Service Communications, it is my opin-
ion that Packet (or other error-checking digital means) in conjunction 
with the internet is the best way to get a message from point A to point 
B with the least chance of error. VHF and UHF voice communications 
are fine for SKYWARN and other immediate tactical needs, but to com-
municate a complex message, Digital, in my opinion is the only way to 
go. Let s support this endeavor.   K8DDB 

Mich-A -Con RF 

Experimentation with ICOM's D-Star data radios  These tests 
are occurring in some parts of the State. D-Star radios allow for 
simultaneous voice & data at data rates of 128kpbs.  

Current HamGate Deployment 
HamGates allow 
disperse portions of 
the state network to 
be interlinked via 
the Internet using 
the TCP/IP proto-
cols. 
NetROM/X1J4 can 
be natively run 
across these links 
making them trans-
parent to the End 
Users. 
The HamGates pro-
vide a mechanism 
for SMTP mail to 
both be sent and 
received between 
the  RF network and 
the Internet.  

Website Statistics: 
Website usage has steadily grown as the site becomes more widely 
known.  As more data is placed on the site, it has become a valuable 
resource to users within Michigan as well as users outside the State.  It 
even sees frequent visits from users in other countries. 

Training & Presentations: 
February 5, 2005 - "DAPR" group in Grand Rapids 
February 12, 2005 - Hillsdale ARES/RACES 
June 2005 - ARROW Radio Club, Ann Arbor 
July 21, 2005 - MCRCA Radio Club, Monroe  

Training resource material and web links are available on the DRG 
website for individuals to self-train. 

(Continued from page 3) 

ARRL Michigan Section Digital Radio Group 
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Packet Racket

  
LeRoy, N8WQG, has replaced 
a failed power supply on the 
MIIRN LAN.  

I have received packet mes-
sages from Jerry, N0MR, so 
the route to northern Minne-
sota is operational. Give him a 
shout. The route is:   

MIIMTB  
MIIMTA   
#IRNW  
#CMXS  
#CMX  
CMXLAN  
MICMX  
MIWIN  
MN0GM  
WICORN  
N0MR-1   

2-Meter Repeater

  

Lee, N8LT and Bob, KC8TWG 
prepared the tower and 
mounting hardware for the 2-
meter repeater antenna and 
brought it to the Pine Moun-
tain repeater site earlier this 
month. On Thursday, January 
12th, a  work party raised the 
antenna to its new temporary 
location, 35 feet above ground 
level. This places the antenna 
15 feet higher than it was and 
it will remain in this location 
until the weather is warmer.  

We hope to place the antenna 
at its permanent location, 80 
feet up the WE Energies 
tower, some time this spring.            

Time Change for Local 
ARES Net

  

Our ARES net has been 
changed from Sundays to 
Thursdays at 6:30 PM. We 
hope this is a more conven-
ient time and will result in 
more checkins. 

Mich-A -Con RF 

The 2006 Peter I Island 3Y0X DXpedition has 
received a $7500 ARRL Colvin Award to help 
finance the trip to the small island off Antarctica 
in the Bellinghausen Sea. A team of 22 opera-
tors hope to activate Peter I for approximately 
two weeks in early February, weather and sea 
conditions permitting.  

"This is a prestigious award and is important to 
our overall DXpedition financing," Peter I 
DXpedition co-leaders Bob Allphin, K4UEE, 
and Ralph Fedor, K0IR, said of the ARRL 
Colvin Award. "Our special thanks to the 
Awards Committee." The Northern California 
DX Foundation (NCDXF) is a premier contribu-
tor to this major undertaking.  

The Colvin Award was established in 1994 with 
the proceeds of a life insurance policy pur-
chased by Lloyd Colvin, W6KG, that named the 
ARRL as beneficiary. The award is conferred in 
the form of grants in support of Amateur Radio 
projects that promote international goodwill in 
the field of DX.  

From the 1960s into the early 1990s, Lloyd 
Colvin and his wife Iris, W6QL, activated more 
than 100 DXCC entities. Lloyd Colvin died in 
1993 and Iris Colvin in 1998.  

The 3Y0X DXpedition team plans to travel to 
Peter I via the South Shetland Islands. "Our sea 
container containing all of our equipment, and 
most of the team's personal gear is aboard the 
vessel DAP Mares which is now in the South 
Shetland Islands," a DXpedition announcement 
said January 10. "Our foodstuffs are also aboard 
after being purchased in Punta Arenas, Chile. 
The team will be reunited with their equipment 
and gear on or about February 2 to begin the 
four-day voyage to Peter I."  

The 3Y0X team emphasizes that no dates are 
firm at this point. The team has been assigned 
the Chilean Antarctic call sign of XR9A for use 
en route to and from Peter I. DXpedition mem-
bers hope to be on the air from Punta Arenas for 
a few days and then maritime mobile to and 
from Peter I. There is also a possibility that the 
team will be active from the South Shetlands for 
a few days after the Peter I DXpedition is com-
plete.  

3Y0X DXpedition Receives ARRL Colvin Award Grant 

K7QO Morse Code Course 

Mike, K8DDB, still has free CD ROMs of 
Chuck Adams K7QO Morse Code Course. Any 
member desiring a copy should contact Mike at 
mikebray@chartermi.net or (906) 563-7020. 

Negaunee Swap n Shop Feb 4th 

The Negaunee Swap n Shop will be held on the 
first Saturday of February (Feb 4, 9 AM to 2 PM 
Eastern time) Sponsor: Hiawatha ARA. Location 
is Negaunee Township Hall, 42 Hwy M-35, 
midway between Negaunee and Marquette; turn 
S at blinking light (intersection of US-41 and M-
35), go 1/4 mile to Township Hall on right. 
Swap and Shop, refreshments. Talk in: 147.27 
(100 Hz). Admission: $4. Tables: $6. Contact: 
Robert Serfas, N8PKN, 1600 Bayview Dr., Mar-
q u e t t e , M I 4 98 5 5 ; 9 0 6 - 2 25 -6 7 73 
n8pkn@aol.com, http://www.qsl.net/k8lod/ 

This is the second attempt at a successful Peter I 
Island DXpedition by a team headed by Allphin 
and Fedor. An anticipated Peter I 3Y0X DXpe-
dition in early 2005 had to be called off at the 
eleventh hour after its charter vessel was de-
layed, and the DXpedition simply ran out of 
time.  

Allphin and Fedor recommend checking the 
3Y0DX Web site <http://8.3.8.118/peterone/
main.htm> regularly for news and announce-
ments. "The Web site should be considered the 
best source of updated and correct DXpedition 
news direct from the DXpedition leaders," their 
announcement says.  

The site will provide twice-daily updating of the 
3Y0X logs through the generosity of satellite 
telephone provider Iridium Satellite LLC. A 
"souvenir" QSL card is in the design stages.  

QSL 3Y0X via Robert Schenck, N2OO, PO Box 
345, Tuckerton, NJ 08087. The ambitious 
DXpedition is also an expensive undertaking, so 
the team continues to seek financial support via 
its Web site. 

http://www.qsl.net/k8lod/
http://8.3.8.118/peterone/
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Club Equipment List

  
Tom, W8JWN, has custody of : 

Gin Pole for Rohn tower 
sections with 100 feet of 
rope. 

Small TV type rotor and 
control. 

Dipole antennas for 80, 
40, 20, 15 and 10 meters 
with 50 feet of RG58 coax. 

Various lengths of string 
for antennas (not very 
heavy) 

RG8X with double shield 
(100 feet) 

3/16 inch single braid 
Dacron rope (200 feet) 

20 meter open stub (nulls 
40 and 15 meters) 

40 meter shorted stub 
(nulls 20 and 10 meters) 

40 meter shorted stub 
(nulls 15 meters) 

6 PL259 silver connectors 

4 T-adapters for stubs 

4 UG-176 silver sleeves 

3 right-angle connectors 

Tri-band beam antenna 

Club banner  

Mike, K8DDB, has custody of : 

Lafayette 80-10 meter 
tube type VFO and Oper-
ating Manual. 

J-38 Morse key 

Power supply 0 to +- 32 
VDC, 2 amp (rack mount) 

Duplexer (rack mount 
home brew) 440 MHz? 

Power supply (home brew 
partially built) 

Multimeter Military ME-
26D/U by Sentinel Elec-
tronics, Inc.  

Bob, KC8TWG, has custody  
of : 

40 foot tower (in process 
of refurbishing)  

The list can be accessed by a 
link on the Membership page of 
our web site: 

http://www.qsl.net/ka1ddb/ 
If you have custody of any club 
equipment, please notify Mike, 
K8DDB, of what you have.  
Also, notify Mike when you give 
custody of the equipment to 
another member. 
   
Email: mikebray@chartermi.net 

or  
Phone (906) 563-7020  

ARRL First Vice President Joel Harrison, 
W5ZN, of Judsonia, Arkansas, will be the 
League's president for the next two years. He'll 
succeed Jim Haynie, W5JBP, who chose not to 
run for a fourth term in the uncompensated, vol-
unteer post. Gathering in Windsor, Connecticut, 
for its annual meeting, the Board voted 10 to 5 
to choose Harrison over ARRL Central Division 
Director Dick Isely, W9GIG, the only other 
nominee. Harrison, 47, said he believes Amateur 
Radio is looking at a different society--and pool 
of potential licensees--in the 21st century than in 
the past.  

"One of the things we need to do over the next 
few years is realize that Main Street USA is not 
the Main Street USA it was years ago," Harrison 
commented after the vote. "We all remember 
those days when we became interested in radio 
and the magic that it provided to us. The magic 
is still there, but Main Street has changed."  

Harrison says this means focusing on doing a 
better job of attracting the average person on the 
new Main Street of today "into the magic of 
Amateur Radio."  

First licensed in 1972 as WN5IGF, Harrison 
says he's interested in virtually all aspects of 
Amateur Radio, from HF DXing and contesting 
to VHF/UHF/microwave and moonbounce. He's 
an ARRL Life Member. His wife, daughter and 
son all are Amateur Radio licensees. He'll be-
come the League's 14th president since its 
founding in 1914.  

Harrison said the ARRL's initiative to create an 
improved entry-level license also will be among 
his top priorities as he assumes office.  

"It is imperative for the Amateur Radio Service 
that we have an entry-level license that provides 
a wide variety of privileges for an individual to 
get into radio and learn a little bit about all of it," 
Harrison said, adding that the League believes 
this approach will keep new licensees interested 
in ham radio.  

Saying that the Technician ticket "is not attract-
ing or keeping newcomers in its present configu-
ration," the ARRL has asked the FCC to con-
sider modifying the Technician license to pro-
vide limited HF phone, data and CW privileges.  

(Continued on page 8) 

Michigan Scanner Law

 
I am very pleased to report that the proposed 
changes to the Michigan Scanner Law have 
moved to the next phase in the legislative proc-
ess.  A draft version has been completed which 
now includes a specific exemption for licensed 
radio amateurs.  Members of the Michigan 
House and Senate have been working to produce 
this final version for several weeks.  The next 
step is a review by the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee and if no further changes are needed, it will 
be sent to the Senate with a recommendation for 
passage.  It would then go to the Governor for 
her signature.  

This is the bill about which I testified before the 
House Judiciary Committee last fall and then, as 
recently as last week, debated again when I was 
informed that the amateur radio exclusion clause 
was going to be deleted.  I advised the commit-
tee representative that we radio amateurs would 
oppose the bill if the clause were to be elimi-
nated, as we already have an exemption based 
upon the existing federal preemption in PR 
docket 91-36.  Based upon my communications 
about our concerns with the exemption being 
removed, Rep. Elsenheimer decided to keep the 
language in place.  

The intent of this law revision is to eliminate a 
significant workload in the issuance of scanner 
(receiver) permits and make legal the use and 
transportation of scanners by the general public.  
As an example, under present law, persons trav-
eling to a motor sports event where they intend 
to monitor racecar driver conversations were in 
fact in violation.  My personal thanks goes to 
Rep. Kevin Elsenheimer and his staff for their 
diligence in sponsoring and strongly supporting 
this bill.   

Michigan Traffic Net

 

MiTN Needs Net Controls.  The Michigan Traf-
fic Net which meets daily at 7:00PM on 
3952KHz has a need for additional NCS opera-
tors.  If you have a few minutes you can devote 
to assisting one evening a week, check in and let 
the net manager know of your interest.  This is 
an excellent net for handling traffic and a great 
venue for public service.  

73, Dale 

Michigan Section News Summary Joel Harrison, W5ZN, Elected 
ARRL'S 14th President 

http://www.qsl.net/ka1ddb/
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Driving through the 800 block of West B Street in Iron Moun-
tain, if you look to the north, many square feet of aluminum 
will catch your eye.  You are at the QTH of Tom (W8JWN).  
His antenna farm, although on a small city lot, has kept resi-
dents of the area wondering if he, Gets great reception on 
Channel 6 has a CIA listening post is really into CB!

  
Tom attained his 
N ov i ce l i cense 
(K9SNX) in 1959 at 
the age of 16 in 
Greenfield, Indiana.  
His first contact was 
on July 30th with 
K9QON in Augusta, 
Illinois on 7.179Kz.  
His first rig was a 
Globe Scout and 
Heathkit AR-3 re-
ceiver.  He upgraded 
to General in Decem-
ber and that was the 
end of CW for many 
years.  His aunt gave 
him a Viking Valiant 
transmitter and Hal-
l icraf ters SX-100 

receiver for Christmas and that opened a whole new world of 
AM DXing on 10 and 15 meters.  He said that he didn t even 
know what the SWR was on his 80 meter dipole fed with 300 
Ohm TV line.  He didn t use a tuner or SWR bridge!  It 
worked and that was the only thing that mattered.  

He moved from Indiana in 1960 to Eagle River, Wisconsin 
and made many contacts with Iron Mountain hams on 75 me-
ters.  Eventually, he would meet them face to face when he 
started teaching at Kingsford High School in 1965.  Because 
he had sold all of his equipment in 1963 to get funds for col-
lege, he didn t get back on the air until 1969 after meeting 
Harold Shoquist (W8CON) at a party across the alley from 
Harold s QTH.  Harold loaned him some equipment and that 
led to 23 years of extensive ham activity before Tom went off 
the air again in 1992.  

After retiring in 2000, after 35 years of teaching, Tom decided 
to devote the majority of his time to ham radio.  He rejoined 
the Mich-A-Con ARC. [Actually, in 1969, Tom was the win-
ner of the Name the Club Contest when the radio club was 
started.  His name, the Mich-A-Con ARC, easily defeated the 
second place name---Menominee range ARC.]  Tom, the pre-
sent President of the club, has held all offices in his years with 
the club. He is also a member of the ARRL and the NEWDXA 
DX club out of the Appleton, Wisconsin area.  

Contesting, especially RTTY contesting, and Dxing are his 
main interests. Getting the Extra Class in 2004 has really 
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helped his DX total. Recently, he went on a Dxpedition to Be-
lize.  This year, in March, he will be heading to Jersey Island 
with K8PT from Marquette, K3PLV, and N1NK to operate from 
a historic WWII German observation post that has been turned 
into a local Jersey radio club.  

His home station consists of Yaesu FT-1000MP, Kenwood 
830S, and Icom 706MKIIG transceivers. Two meter and 440 
transceivers round out the rig department.  Having never met a 
linear amplifier that he didn t like, Tom owns three: an old 
Heathkit SB-220 his favorite, a Dentron MLA-2500, and an 
Ameritron AL-80B.  According to Tom, You have to be 
heard!  All of that high power goes to that aluminum on top of 

a 72-foot self- supporting tower.  He has a five element beam on 
20 meters, a two element beam at 76 feet on 40 meters, a three 
element beam at 80 feet for 10 meters, a Cushcraft 11 element 
beam at 82 feet on 2 meters, a Cushcraft tribander for 10, 15, 
and 17 meters at 40 feet, and various wire antennas on 40 and 80 
meters.  

(Continued on page 8) 


