QSL Card

A means of providing written confirmation
of the receipt of a transmission

Scope of Presentation

e Reasons to QSL
e Log Keeping and Accuracy
e The Card

e How to Fill It Out
e RST & UTC

e How To Send Your Card

e Other Ways to QSL

e Tracking QSLs Sent & Received
e Where To Buy Cards

e How To Make Your Own




Reasons to QSL

e Display cards in your shack

e Collect cards for awards
e WAS
e DXCC

e Provide confirmation to operators
requesting a card from you.

Log Keeping & Accuracy

e Logs are no longer required by FCC, but
they are a must if you want to QSL

e Logs must contain all the necessary info to
complete a card

e Logs must be accurate — Date, UTC, etc.

e You may receive a request for a QSL
years after the QSO took place!!!




Basic Elements of a QSL Card

e QSO With: (Callsign of the station worked)
e Date: (UTC)

e Time: (UTC)

e Frequency or Band:

e Signal Report: RS(T)

e Mode: SSB-CW-RTTY should state 2-Way
e To or Via: (Callsign of QSL manager)

e QSL Pse / Tnx

Other Needed Information

e Your Name, Address and Call
e County

e Grid Square — (mine is EN65cr)
e CQ Zone — (4)

e ITU Zone — (8)




Optional Information

e Information about your QTH
e Rig and Antenna used

e Power used

e Remarks

e Club affiliations

e Efc, etc, etc

Filling Out Your Card

e The RS(T) Reporting System

e UTC Conversion Chart ...or
e Set your computer time to UTC and forget it!

e Example of completed QSL card




The R-S-T System

~THE R-S-T SYSTEM

Readabili Tone

1 - Unreadable 1 - Sixty cycle a.c. or less, very rough and broad
2 - Barely readable, some words distinguishable 2 - Very rough a.c., very harsh and broad
3 - Readable with considerable difficulty 3 - Rough a.c. tone, rectified but not filtered
4 - Readable with practically no difficulty 4 - Rough note, some trace of filtering
5 - Perfectly readable 5 - Filtered rectified a.c. but strongly ripple modulated
6 - Filtered tone, definite trace of ripple madulation

Signal Strength 7 - Near pure tone, trace of ripple modulation
1 - Faint signals, barely perceptable 8 - Near perfect tone, slight trace of modulation
2 - Very weak signals 9 - Perfect tone, no trace of ripple or modulation of any kind
3 - Weak signals
4-Farsignats | esignathasthec st ility rysta ol
5 - Fairly good signals add the letter X to the RST report. If there is a chirp, the letter
6 - Good signals C may be added to so indicate. Similarly for a click add a K.
7 - Moderately strong signals
8 - Strong signals
9 - Extremely strong signals

Time Conversion Table

UTC - Universal Coordinated Time

EDT/AST CDT/EST MDT/CST PDT/MST PST
2000 1900 1800 1700 1600 AST - Atlantic Standard Time
2100 2000 1900 1800 1700
2200 2100 2000 1900 1800 EDT - Eastern Dayli ;
2300 2200 2100 2000 1900 ylght fime
0000 2300 2200 2100 2000
0100 0000 2300 2200 2100
0200 0100 0000 2300 2200 : ;
0300 0200 0100 0000 2300 CDT - Central Daylight Time
0400 0300 0200 0100 0000
ektele} 0400 o300 jeictelel 0100 CS8T - Central Standard Time
0600 0500 0400 0300 0200
0700 0600 0300 0400 0300 MDT - Mountain Daylight Time
0800 0700 0600 0500 0400
0900 0800 0700 0600 0500 MST - ; ;
e e s i b ST - Mountain Standard Time
1100 1000 0900 0800 0700
1200 1100 1000 0900 0800
1300 1200 1100 1000 el=lule} J
1400 1300 1200 1100 1000 Alaskan Standard Time = UTC
1500 1400 1300 1200 1100 minus 9 hours
1600 1500 1400 1300 1200
1700 1600 1500 1400 1300 Hawaiian Standard Time = UTC
1800 1700 1600 1500 1400 minus 10 hours
1900 1800 1700 1600 1500

EST - Eastern Standard Time

PST - Pacific Standard Time




Example of Completed Card

KSDDB

Mike Bray

W3821 Waucedah Road
Vulcan, M1 49892 USA

CFM QSO with: AO qu Eb

Day Month Year| UTC |MHz | 2-way | RST

%5 26 | zzzj Ip.(| e | 5

[ Tse QSL O Tnx QSL
CQ Zone: 4 ITU Zone: 8 Grid: EN65cr
FISTS-4527 CC-708  QRP ARCI-9662
NEWDXA-82 SKCC-978
Mich-A-Con Amateur Radio Club
http://www.gsl.net/kalddb/

Via/To: 7M,,, S

Rig TER Teg, GorsAIR T
U watg

Antenna:

Dipole @ 5¢ Fanr—

Remarks:

TNX Reas QSO A
God [brclg, GuTH
OfesaTon  feaid 56\
Mosgon SHhp

73
s Mg, _—

How To Send Your QSL Card

e Follow instructions of station

e Direct — Follow info on QRZ.com
e Some stations use a QSL manager. If so,
send to QSL manager’s address.

e ARRL Bureau — If station uses a QSL
manager, send via the manager’s callsign.




Direct QSL Within the USA

e See QRZ.com for the address

e Unless the other station requests your
QSL, it is common courtesy to send a
SASE with your QSL.

e In other words, if you really want his QSL
make it as easy as possible for him to

reply.

Direct QSL to Foreign Country

e Follow information on QRZ.com

e Send self addressed envelope

e Include IRC or money for return postage
e IRCs can be purchased at the post office

e g.s. = US Dollars, 2gs=2 US dollars
e Corrupt postal workers may take your money!
e Use opaqgue envelopes, no visible callsigns




ARRL QSL Bureau

e Incoming QSLs
e Keep SASEs on file at ARRL Bureau
e Don't need to be a member of ARRL
e ARRL Web: http://www.arrl.org/incoming-qsl-service

e Outgoing QSLs
e Need to be member of ARRL

e Send package of QSLs to ARRL and they distribute
them to participating countries

e Cost varies depending on amount of cards sent
e ARRL Web: http://www.arrl.org/outgoing-qsl-service

Other Ways to QSL

e Logbook of the World (LOTW)
e QSO fee for awards

e eQSL
e Not recognized for some awards

e Some DXpeditions use email or web app



http://www.arrl.org/incoming
http://www.arrl.org/incoming
http://www.arrl.org/outgoing
http://www.arrl.org/outgoing

Tracking Your

e Logging programs
e Card files

e Books

e Spreadsheet

QSO0 Tracking Spreadsheet

DXCC Award Record

[ QRO and QRP C DXCC - QSOs by Band

DXCC Entity Prefix__[Callsign DD MM YY Band Mode Batch [160 Meters 80 Meters 40 Meters 30 Meters 20 Meters
[Afghanistan " YA —_TGAG Z-Apr-10 oW — i TOAG
Agalega & 51, Brandon 386 3/7C 7-Sep-07 2 [} 7 3B7C 3B7C
[Aland Is. OHO OF0Z 6-Dec-07
Alaska KLT NL7J 18-Jul-81
Albania ,” ZA[ZATA
Algeria X 7X2MB C N

[American Samoa KHE KHBQ |KH8/KEERZ
|Amsterdam & St. Paul is. FT5Z
|Andaman & Nicoparls. VU4 i Bl
| Andorra 1C 4 C - T esfer
Angola D2NX ___Ip2nx

2 8-Ne I
PZE___|\ 2-Mar-a7 VP2EST — VPZEKT

[Annobon .

[anta A A i 75-Jana o s KC4/KZARB _|RIANN AKIGAY
[Antigua & Barbuda T7-Feb-82 V260 i Vil
Argentna i 20-Apr-82 V- g LU2ZFA

P40TA

8
Ascension . 18-Feb-00 2
Asialic Russia UA9YBO 14-Apr-82 1 RWOCR
[Auckland & Campbel s o A
Austral |. - F FOJOHBKN 8-Jan-04 2 TX3D
|Australia ) 5-May-80 1
Al 18-Dec-80 1 OEQICI

Aves . B i oy 10:Feb-07
23-Mar-09
20-Feb-82
28-Jun-83
15-Aug-08_|

Bahamas

olxmi@ e m=E oo~

Bal

|Baker & Howiand 5.
Balearic Is.
Banaba I.
[Bangladesh

bados

arus

jau (W, Caraline Is.)

24-Sep-81

24-Fab-68
| 12-Sep-06. |
| _30-8ep-80_|
| 21-Feb-99 |
13-Cct-09

SJEre
Q<7 VISE)




Commercially Printed Cards

e Do a GOOGLE search of “QSL Cards”

e Big variation in quality and price

e | use “UX5UOQO print” — Ukraine

e My card - $76 / 1000 cards (inc. shipping)

Commercially Printed Card

Vulean Michigan
Dickinson,County Grid'._..!Elf_-\_I'Sﬁcr- - )
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Homebrew QSL Cards

e Do it yourself card template

e Mich-A-Con ARC website
e Links Page, Do-It-Yourself QSL Card
e Requires Microsoft Word 97 or later
e Download card
e Modify it with your personal information
e Save the file to your computer
e Print on 110# card stock

Do-lt-Yourself QSL Card

United States of America

John Q. Ham
599 CW Lane
Radio, MI 49888

?2?7? County

QSO WITH uTcC FREQ

Pse QSL Tnx
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Homebrew Novice Special Card
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