Puget Amateur Radio Society

SPARKS

VOLUME 11 NO.5 May, 1997
President: Al Staples N7VOF 454-2882 NEXT MEETING:
Vice-President: Bob Adams KJ7BP 454-0506 7:30 pm Thursday
Secretary: Jim Von Seggern KC7FEH 885-7333 May 15,1997
Treasurer: Chaz Hitz N7NNS 821-5963 Puget Auditorium

This issue of SPARKS is a particularly inportant one for each of us to read
carefully. W all are going to have to nake sone basic deci sions about the future
of the club, and I would urge that ALL nenbers attend the neeting on May 15. W
need opi ni ons and i nput from everybody.

For those who might be interested in sending items to me in the future (and |
woul d wel cone then), you can reach nme on e-nmil at arzetta@ol.com However, |
have to announce that |I'Il be down for about a week after this issue arrives, so
the conmputer can be overhaul ed.

As you will note on the enclosed roster, | have sone e-mail addresses, but
|"msure there are nore. You can send themto ne at the above e-mail
address, and |I'Il put what | have on the next roster revision.

THE PREZ SEZ

A couple of nonths ago | had a call froma Mary Ann O Brien who said that
her husband was getting out of the Ham business, and would | be interested in
some equi pment. | said sure, and picked up the stuff. It's a m scell aneous
assortnment, nost of which | plan to bring to the May neeting so club nenbers may
have first pick.

| hope you wll attend this neeting, because as you can see in SPARKS, there

TREASURER S REPCRT
PUGET AMATEUR RADI O SCCI ETY
April 30, 1997

Begi nni ng bal ance 4-1-97 Deposits (Dues $1081. 54

and swap neet receipts) $ 976.75

Expenses ($ 93.83)
adm ni strative expense $93. 83 Bal ance

on 4-30-97 $2001. 21

Respectfully Submitted

Chaz Hitz N7/7NNS
Tr easur er



M NUTES of THE BQOARD
of
PUGET AMATEUR RADI O SOCI ETY
April 30, 1997
Chai rman Ji m Von Seggern KC/FEH called the neeting to order. O her nenbers
present were President Al Staples N/VOF and Treasurer Chaz Hitz N/NNS

Treasurer Chaz reported that the treasury currently has $2001.21 as of Apri
30. A complete report will be published in SPARKS.

Presi dent Al voiced sone concern about the direction the club seens to be going.
To date, no one has been willing to stand for president for the comng term He
has consi stently been unable to find anyone to act as program chairman. W are
losing in the very near future sone val uabl e nmenbers, and the replacenent rate is
not keeping up. There seens to himto be little enthusiasm anong the nenbership.

Secretary Jimpointed out that there is no provision in the By-Laws for the
circunstance of not being able to elect a President. The question then arises as
to how to continue the club without a slate of officers. President Al posed the
guestion as to whether the club should be di shanded.

Treasurer Chaz stated that while he has found the club valuable to him personally
for the relationships he has devel oped, he al so does not feel that there is a | ot
of enthusiasm and it does not hold the attraction for himthat it used to.

After considerable discussion, it was the unani nbus opinion that the club is in
trouble. It is recommended by the Board that at the May general neeting, the
nenbership at |large should discuss the issue of continuing or disbanding.

Respectfully submitted Ji mVon Seggern
KC7FEH Board Chai rman, Secretary,
P.A RS

The next general nmeeting will be Thursday May 15 at 7:30. The program rmay be

| argely taken up with discussion, as recommended in the Board minutes, but in June
we are scheduled to hear a talk by Suzi Cricknore, a supervisor at the Bellevue
911 center, on 911 operations.

Public Service Qpportunities
Chuck Stroeher WA7EBH needs sone radi o people for the Ballard Seafair
parade on May 17. Anyone interested call Chuck at 392-5303.
EARS (Eastside Amateur Radi o Service)--interested parties contact John Bl ack
WHI L 746-7611 or Chuck Stroeher WA7EBH 392-5303. Al ways room for nore
help in this community activity.

M nutes of the General Meeting of April 17, 1997

The neeting was called to order by President Al Staples N7VOF. Thirteen nenbers
were present, a quorum Those present introduced thenselves. Two guests were
al so present, Harry Lewis WJW and Mary Lewi s WQGP



The minutes of the March 20 neeting were approved as published i n SPARKS.
Treasurer Chaz Hitz N/NNS was not present so no report was given

No committee chairpersons had reports to make.

President Al elected to discuss the matter of nominations for the officers for the
comng term So far, V-Pres. Bob Adans KJ7BP is willing to serve another term and
Secretary Jim Von Seggern KC/FEH is willing to serve again as secretary and al so
assume the duties of Treasurer. President A Staples N/7VOF will not accept another
term and thus far no one has indicated willingness to take the office. Tom Gotte
WB7TEJ stated that he felt that Al has done a good job of delegating club
functions, and that when that is done well the office is a relatively easy one.
Tomis acting as the nominating comrittee chairman, and will be polling the
nmenbership in the next nonth. The noninations will be kept open until the My
neeting, at which tinme the el ections nust occur.

Al announced that he and Eppy Eppenstein are not currently doing the
eveni ng code practice on 28.180, although they did for several days.

Al picked up a collection of parts and sone equi pnment froma party noving to
Oregon, and would like to determne what is suitable at a swap neet, and what is
junk. Chuck Stroeher WA7EBH wil| take a quick | ook after the neeting tonight.

After sonme discussion, a notion was nmade and passed to send out a flyer about PARS
next fall, using an address base acquired through ARRL. Chuck Stroeher said that
we can probably use the M ke and Key club's postal permt, which would save us
consi derabl e postage (17 vs 32 cents). It was felt that this would be a reasonabl e
experiment in pronoting the club in the area, particularly with new licensees. It
was poi nted out, however, that the current generation is not inclined to join
soci al groups, and that if we are to attract and retain new nenbers we need to
have sonme solid benefits to offer, particularly prograns. Lester Ellis KC/TQP al so
menti oned the advertising potential of sinple things |like caps with call signs. W
also could try putting a card on the bulletin board at Amateur Radio Supply. W
will also get some publicity at Field Day. Chuck Stroeher said that Wrld Radio
magazine will send out to clubs a packet costing $65 which includes sone
subscription certificates which can be raffled off, and also a columm in the
magazi ne describing the club.

John Bl ack announced that the final letter to the Internal Revenue Service has
been mail ed and we will probably not be re-exam ned regardi ng our tax-exenpt
status. W will have to keep better records regardi ng donations of equi pment in
the future

V-Pres. Bob Adans KJ7BP said there was nothing that needed to be di scussed
regarding Field Day at this tinme.

Chuck Stroeher nentioned a need for radio people for the Husky crew races on My
3, and a parade on May 17. The Arthritis Foundation is also looking for 5 radio
people for a wal k-a-thon on May 31, which Chuck thought m ght be a good
opportunity for the club to do.



Lester Ellis stated that he would like to see the neetings open with the Pl edge of
Al'l egi ance, and he woul d see about getting a flag fromone of the Veterans
or gani zati ons.

No further business was offered and a notion to adjourn was nmade, seconded and
passed. Follow ng refreshnents, a very useful overall survey of the subject of fox
hunts was given by Jimy Horn KA7GKP, along with appropriate information
concerning the fox hunt to be held May 17.

Respectfully submtted
Ji m Von Seggern KC7FEH
PARS Secretary

May birt hdays
Ben Bennett N71VM Ron Mawer KB7TYB
Dal e Scott KC7KHD Eri ¢ Johnson KC7QLS

Well folks, that's about it. W all need to think about what we want, and
how nuch do we want it, as this next neeting conmes up. W have a nunber of
[ ong-time nmenbers who have served in many capacities. Some of us are
hol di ng down on-going jobs at this tine. However, if there is no one anobng
the newer menbers who are willing to step in, we are rather rapidly going
to run down. The bottomline is: does this club have the will to continue
to exist?

On that rather somber note, | will close this issue of SPARKS. | hope we'll have
a high turnout next Thursday at the neeting, and | hope it will result in the

conti nuati on of the club.
73 de Ji m KC7FEH



