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Highlights:  Seriously, Gear up for 
Field Day     June 24-25 

 

From the President  
As we roll into May, we are blessed with the 

beauty of dandelions.  Our old friend, the lawn 
mower, is here to rescue us.  Let’s not forget to 
check our ground radials before we start mowing.  
I have found a few that were pulled up by some 
chickens that must be curious about ham radio.  I 
used a tool like the Listle 35260 Plastic Fastener 
Remover to work my radials into the ground. 

  I also took my radio operations on the road. 
Fortunately, I went prepared.   As part of an ARES 
exercise, I needed to send some emails over the 
2-meter band.  I was assigned a location near  
Northport, Washington.  I used a Signalink USB  
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attached to my Yaesu FTM-300DR radio and my laptop. Unfortunately, I could not make 
the simplex contact using my magnet mount antenna.  I had to put a Diamond X50A 

antenna on a mast to 
make the contact.  
 
 
Check out the photo, here 
we were on 
Northport/FlatCreek Rd 
with my Diamond X50A 
antenna.   
 
 

Has the better weather gotten you outside and on the air?  Come to our monthly 
meeting Friday, May 19th to tell us about it.  Help us to prepare for Field Day.   
You can also check in on our weekly net every Sunday at 8:00 pm.  See you at the 
meeting. 
 
Seth KJ7ZBC 

 

****** 
 

Summary of April 21 Meeting 
 

President  Seth KJ7ZBC welcomed  13  members  and  1 guest.   
 
Minutes of March 17 meeting were handed out, read and approved as written.  

 
Treasurer’s Report 
Bruce KC7H reported a monthly total as $6312.52, with $2,083.00 earmarked 
for the PARC Repeater, and $645.70 earmarked for ARES.   

 
Announcements  
 
Testing was taking place prior to the beginning of the meeting.    Russ 
McKinnon KK7LGS has just  passed his Extra  Class exam.   We are so proud of 
him!   We welcome him as a new member. Shane O’Dell during the meeting 
passed his Technician Class license test. 
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Sunday Nets 

 
    ARES    11 members, 2 ARES officials,  5 visitors 

PARC   15 members, 4 visitors 
 
ARES Report 
 
Baron KF7FDU reported on the results of the last two meetings.  With the 
support of the Stevens County director of emergency management, Adenea 
Sellars, ARES made plans to participate in a field exercise with the Department 
of Transportation to check out certain bridges and roads. ARES now has an 
official EOC located in the basement of the courthouse annex.   The next ARES 
training day is scheduled for Saturday, May 13.   
 
Old Business 
 

1. It’s just a start, but we now have a 
loaner library.  Aaron KJ7CHW is 
donating a Baofang hand held with charger.  
Seth asked him if he would be willing to be 
our radio librarian and he accepted.  Aaron 
will work up some borrowing guidelines 
based on discussions we have had at 
previous  meetings.  He welcomes other 
similar donations.   

2. Wanna cool hat?  If you like John’s 
KL7LL hat with its embroidered call sign, 
you might be able to get one for yourself.        
The creator is Harold Hepner AD7QQJ, 
AD7QJ@hrhepner.org, 509-385-2719.  

3. Its Town and Country Days!  Show up at 
the Kettle Falls Town and Country Days the 
first weekend in June and say HI to Seth KJ7ZBC and other club members who will 
be sitting at the county’s ARES/Search and Rescue booth.     

****** 

Figure 1 John KL7LL models his new hat. 
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Plans for ARRL Field Day June 24-25 are shaping up 
 
At our last meeting Jim W7JWT led the discussion of plans for the upcoming annual ARRL 
Field Day here in the Colville area.  He also reviewed the points that are awarded by ARRL 
for different activities or participants during the 24 hours of Field Day.   
 
Location:   Tim Hoecher KG7VMV field on Basin Road, Addy, Washington 
Time:    11 am on Saturday – 11 am Sunday  
 
Times for various events:   Lunch will be mid-day  to mid-afternoon.  Snacks and drinks 
will be available throughout the day, through the evening and into the morning with 
breakfast.    There will be a potluck with details to follow.   
 
Major Events:     Contacting, demonstrations at the GOTA station, an educational activity, 
lunch and breakfast together 
 
So far there will be 3 field stations in operation: 

1. Jim W7JWT   He would like  to run digital modes and be flexible on bands of 
operation.    

2. Baron KI7FDU is interested in phone operation using SSB on 20 and 40 meters. 
3. Seth KJ7ZBC agreed to run the GOTA station if Michael is not available.   The 

GOTA station will operate any mode on the 10-meter band.   It was explained that 
the GOTA station uses the control operator’s call sign in lieu of the club call sign  
Visitors will be able to get on the station with an operator and learn how amateur 
radio works.   

WHAT is a GOTA station?   The abbreviation stands for Get on the Air.  At the Field 
Day location it is primarily the station where non-hams or hams licensed for less than 
a year  and who haven’t been on the air much have a chance to practice their 
operating skills.  On the GOTA station, PARC members as well as visitors can 
operate a radio using their new   skills in an environment  or atmosphere less stressful 
than a contesting situation. If you are sitting down at a GOTA station, you are with a 
mentor who has more experience and who will help you hone your operating skills.   

 
A Re-run:    Want to explain to friends what Field Day is all about?  Here is a little 
background!  On the fourth weekend of June thousands of radio amateurs around the 
country gather with their clubs, groups or simply with friends to operate from remote 
locations, not their usual location.   The AARL Field Day is the single most popular on-the-
air event held annually in the US and Canada.   For us PARC members, Field Day is a picnic,  
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a campout, practice for emergencies, an intense contest and most of all, FUN!  The contest 
part is for field stations to simply  contact as many other stations as possible in a 24-hour 
period.  It also helps us learn to operate our radio gear in abnormal situations and less 
than optimal conditions.  Members and friends and curious guests are all invited.   

 
 

****** 
 

PARC Member Spotlight: Ge ng to know Gene Minnier   N7RWP 

What was your earliest experiences with radio? 

“We used to sit around the big short-wave radio back in the  50’s when I was a kid growing 
up in Grant’s Pass,  Oregon.  My favorite program was the mystery theatre.”  

“But what inspired  me the most was later when I was living with my dad in Portland.  My 
dad worked on radio stuff for airplanes at the Portland Air Force Base.  One day he brought 
home a one-tubed AM broadcast receiver, ba ery operated.  He even wound his own coils. 
I thought that was pre y neat.” 

Where did you get your professional exper se? 

Gene had a fragmented childhood, living in Oregon, then the Los Angeles, California, area, 
then up around San Francisco. He only completed 9th grade.  But despite his limited formal 
educa on, his na ve intelligence took him a long way.  When he was 15 or 16 a friend gave 
him informa on about the Cleveland Ins tute of Electronics, and his Mom signed him up 
for the home study course.  A year and a half later he had all A’s and B’s on the electronics 
and math. This was without a calculator, only slide rules back then.  At the same me, he 
went to work for Joe Buzbee, an auto mechanic.  “He taught me all about car engines, 
truck engines, just about everything about cars”    

When the family moved again, he went to work for Jack Holmes Automo ve in South San 
Francisco.  “I was making $450 a week back then.”   

“My grandfather had a copper mine, the Daisy Mine, in Washington, just below the Gifford 
Ferry.   We used to go up to visit.  He asked me to tune up his ‘47Chevy coupe, and I did.   
He was very impressed.  I was probably about 17 at the me.” 

What led to your interest in amateur radio?   

He recalls that in 1973  that he fell into the job that would carry him to his life’s work.  He 
was hired by Mobile Radio Engineers where he began installing Motorolla 2-way radios in 
company and private vehicles.   
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“I wanted to get a pay increase,” he says, “and so I got some books and studied for the 3rd 
class and then 2nd class General Radio Telephone license.   I took those first two tests at the 
FCC office in San Francisco, and three months later took the first class test and passed it.   
Again, no slide rule or calculator.  I got a $200-300 monthly pay raise.” 

He started up his own business: Gene’s Communica on and Engineering, with his own van, 
being his own boss, an engineer technician,  where he would go to different businesses, 
police, fire, ambulance sta ons,  industrial and agriculture loca ons  – even to mountain 
tops, repeater sites.    Such as Mt. Diablo (big tarantulas, says Gene), and Mt. Tamalpais in 
the San Francisco region.   With addi onal training he was soon repairing paging terminal 
equipment and digital portals, repairing equipment on microwave sites, commercial FM 
repeaters.   

One of his bosses was a ham radio operator, now a silent key.  “Walt Gordon of Mobile 
Radio Engineers in California  gave me the grand tour of his radio shack and  that turned 
the light on in my head. He inspired me to get my ham license even though I didn’t act on 
it right away.”   

“My first equipment was a Heathkit, a 2-meter radio, crystal controlled.”  Gene has been 
building his own equipment ever since.  And helping others build theirs.   

“I’ve always liked to help people solve their electrical problems.  I love to help others set 
up their own equipment.”   Many PARC members have been beneficiaries of his exper se, 
and he invariably comes to monthly PARC mee ngs with something new to share.  

When he moved to Washington, first to Inchelium and then to Colville, he started up 
Gene’s Communica on and Engineering  again and even did some sub-contract work for 
Radio Shack.  He started building computers, and this was back in the ‘90’s,  like PC’s and 
gaming computers, building them and programming. “I made pre y good money, and at 
the same me I repaired computers, stereos, everything that plugged into an electrical 
outlet, I repaired it.”       

How do you use amateur radio  these days? 

He has been a member of our local radio club since the 1990’s and he remembers a lot of 
the former members, silent keys.  More recently his son helped him put up a 6-band 
ver cal antenna and he says that has helped him get back into the swing of things.   

“I like talking to folks, talking about building stuff, trouble shoo ng, techniques for fixing 
things.   I really like fishing and hun ng and so I enjoy our conversa ons about that.” 

Nowadays he enjoys traffic on the HF band and 2-meters and talking daily on 20-meters 
and other bands.     There is the Noon me Net at 9:30 am each day at 7.284 on 40 meters;  
5:30 pm check-ins to WARS out of Tri-ci es area at 3.975; the Columbia Basin net 6 pm 
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every evening, at 3.960 ;   Country Cousins, another local  net at 7 pm every evening, at 
3.968,  all on 75 meters.   He also checks in periodically to the Oregon Emergency Net at 6 
am at 3.980 on 75 meters.   

Editor’s Note:  PARC Member Spotlight is a new monthly feature.  Thank you Ken N7KD. 

 

****** 
 

Topics for the recent April ARES Sunday evening nets 
 

April 2  Scott K7SAH   Third-party communication, FCC rules that govern it, when and how 
to use third party communications productively.   
April 9   Michael KF7SYS    Every April 18, radio amateurs worldwide take to the airwaves in 
celebration of World Amateur Radio Day.   Michael reported on his experience with the 
event this past month.   
April 16  Malcolm WB7WUQ   He took us through the math  calculations for various 
circuits and sharpened up our wits in the process.   
April 23  Shannon KK7CHS   From ARRL’s  “On the Air” Hams say the darnest things --- 
funny sayings or phrases that ham radio operators use.  
April 30  Seth KJ7ZBC   The after-action report for the recent ARES exercise with the 
Washington Department of Transportation  as a simulated emergency assessment of 
damage  to roads and bridges following an earthquake.   
 
As editor I decided to include a summary of each  past month’s Sunday evening ARES net 
topics just to show PARC  members the range of topics discussed.    If these topics interest 
or intrigue you,  check into the ARES net as a visitor and get into the conversation.    After 
the training topic is presented, there is always time for stations to comment and ask 
questions.   Check at 7:00 pm Sundays  during May and June for more cool topics, right 
before the PARC net.    
 
 
 
 
 

****** 
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Follow the Trail 
                   June 3-18, 2023 

 
For all those of you who have been by fascinated by the Lewis and 

Clark expedition of the early 1800’s, the Clark County Amateur Radio 

Club  is sponsoring the Lewis and Clark Trail on the Air special event.  

With support and participation from clubs in all 16 states along the 

historic 4,900-mile trail, this on-air activity commemorates the historic Lewis and Clark 

Trail.  For an Event Summary click the link:   https://lctota.org/    

       

****** 

Calendar of Events 
  

May and June  2023 
 

 

May  
4 AmRRon Net Colville Repeater, 7 pm 
7 ARES Sunday Night Net 7:00 pm Net Control Operator  Ken K7KD 
7 PARC Sunday Night Net 8:00pm  
13 ARES Training Day  
14 ARES Sunday Night Net 7:00 pm Net Control Operator – Judith KG7WT 
14 PARC Sunday Night Net 8:00pm  
16 SC ARES Meeting, VFW Hall, 6 pm 
18 AmRRon Net, Colville Repeater, 7 pm 
19 PARC monthly club meeting 7 pm, 6 pm dinner at Rancho Chico in 

Colville 
21 ARES Sunday Night Net 7:00 pm Net Control Operator – Jim W7JWT 
21 PARC Sunday Night Net 8:00pm  
27-28 Contest:  CQ Worldwide WPX - CW 
28 ARES Sunday Night Net 7:00 pm Net Control Operator – Baron KI7FDU 
28 PARC Sunday Night Net 8:00pm  
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June  
1 AmRRon Net, Colville Repeater, 7 p 
3-18  Lewis and Clark Trail on the Air event (see story above) 
3-4 ARRL International Digital Contest 
4 ARES Sunday Night Net 7:00 pm Net Control Operator – TBD 
4 PARC Sunday Night Net 8:00pm  
10-12 ARRL June VHF  Contest 
11 ARES Sunday Night Net 7:00 pm Net Control Operator – TBD 
11 PARC Sunday Night Net 8:00pm  
13 SC ARES Meeting, VFW Hall, 6 pm 
15 AmRRon Net Colville Repeater, 7 pm 
16 PARC monthly club meeting 7 pm, 6 pm dinner at Rancho Chico in 

Colville 
18 ARES Sunday Night Net 7:00 pm Net Control Operator – TBD 
18 PARC Sunday Night Net 8:00pm  
24 ARRL Field Day for PARC 
25 ARRL Field Day for PARC 
25 ARES Sunday Night Net 7:00 pm  Net Control Operator – TBD 
25 PARC Sunday Night Net 8:00pm  

 
 
The S-Meter, official newsletter of Panoramaland Amateur Radio Club, is published 
monthly, emailed the first half of the month.   It is emailed to members and anyone who 
has an interest.  Have an item for the newsletter?   Love to see it.   Direct questions or 
comments about the newsletter  to Cynthia KI7AYR at  cjrieben@netscape.net or 
Parcnews@hotmail.com 

 
 

****** 

 
 

 


