FIRST ESSAY TOPIC CHOICES:

A “stereotype” is a commonly-held public belief about specific social groups or types of individuals.  Most people are familiar with many stereotypes in everyday life.  People make cliché assumptions (and jokes) about blondes, rednecks, athletes, welfare mothers, Polish Americans, Asians, Native Americans, African Americans, and other groups.  Have you ever had an unfair stereotype applied to you?  Have you ever assumed something about someone else, based on a stereotype which turned out not to be true?  Do unfair stereotypes cause problems for people when they try to get a job, deal with government agencies or banks, or other situations?  Write an essay giving examples of unfair stereotypes, and what effects those stereotypes cause. 
Be sure to follow the guidelines below for a good 5-paragraph essay.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Planning a 5-Paragraph Example-Type Essay

(Adapted from Dr. Andrew Kelley’s Work Sheet)

1.
Introduction Paragraph


a.
Capture attention with first sentence (could include a quote, with reference)


b.
Give needed background information


c.
Explain the situation in a transitional sentence


d. 
Give a clear thesis statement (example: “Stereotypes create problems for people.”)

e. 
Summarize the 3 main points to be covered (What 3 stereotypes are you going to discuss?)
2.
First Main Point – 1st stereotype

a.
Topic sentence


b.
Supporting details, examples, and/or reasons


c.
Closing sentence

3.
Second Main Point – 2nd stereotype

a. 
Transition statement


b.
Topic sentence


c.
Supporting details, examples, and/or reasons


d.
Closing sentence

4.
Third Main Point – 3rd stereotype

a. 
Transition statement


b.
Topic sentence


c.
Supporting details, examples, and/or reasons


d.
Closing sentence

5.
Conclusion Paragraph


a.
Summarize the 3 main points


b.
Restate the thesis statement


c.
Give “moral of the story” if appropriate (example: “People should not judge a book by its cover.”)
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