Planning a 5-Paragraph Essay

(Adapted from Dr. Kelley’s Work Sheet)
1.
Introduction Paragraph


a.
Capture attention with first sentence (could include a quote with parenthetical citation)


b.
Give needed background information


c.
Explain the situation in a transitional sentence

d. 
Give a clear thesis statement


e. 
Summarize the 3 main points to be covered

2.
First Main Point


a.
Topic sentence


b.
Supporting details, examples, and/or reasons


c.
Closing sentence

3.
Second Main Point


a. 
Transition statement


b.
Topic sentence


c.
Supporting details, examples, and/or reasons


d.
Closing sentence

4.
Third Main Point


a. 
Transition statement


b.
Topic sentence


c.
Supporting details, examples, and/or reasons


d.
Closing sentence

5.
Conclusion Paragraph

a.
Summarize the 3 main points


b.
Restate the thesis statement


c.
Give “moral of the story” if appropriate

Excerpt from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, 1843:
“A merry Christmas, Bob,” said Scrooge, with an earnestness that could not be mistaken, as he clapped him on the back.  “A merrier Christmas, Bob, my good fellow, than I have given you for many a year.  I'll raise your salary, and endeavour to assist your struggling family, and we will discuss your affairs this very afternoon, over a Christmas bowl of smoking bishop, Bob.  Make up the fires, and buy another coal-scuttle before you dot another i, Bob Cratchit.”
Scrooge was better than his word.  He did it all, and infinitely more; and to Tiny Tim, who did not die, he was a second father.  He became as good a friend, as good a master, and as good a man, as the good old city knew, or any other good old city, town, or borough, in the good old world.  Some people laughed to see the alteration in him, but he let them laugh, and little heeded them; for he was wise enough to know that nothing ever happened on this globe, for good, at which some people did not have their fill of laughter in the outset.  And knowing that such as these would be blind anyway, he thought it quite as well that they should wrinkle up their eyes in grins, as have the malady in less attractive forms.  His own heart laughed, and that was quite enough for him.
Practice assignment for final exam:  Write a 5-paragraph essay explaining why giving to others helps make this world better.  Take a direct quote from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens and use it in your Introduction paragraph or Conclusion paragraph to help prove your thesis statement.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Introduction Paragraph (example):
In Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, four ghosts taught Scrooge the meaning of life.  After his “paranormal activity” was finally over, Scrooge was forced to realize the importance of giving and helping other people.  According to Dickens, “Scrooge was better than his word.  He became as good a friend, as good a master, and as good a man, as the good old city knew…” (Dickens 50).  In a similar way, every human being also has the chance to help other people by giving.  For example, I have given money, food, and shelter to friends who needed help.  I believe this giving helped make the world a better place, at least in some small way.  
First Body Paragraph (example):



First, I gave money to help Patty, my neighbor. 
Notes for details & examples:  Last February was very cold.  Patty was single mother.  Patty had one son and daughter, teenagers.  They ran the electric heater too much and went over budget on electricity.  City wanted electricity cut off, only short by $100.  One extra “Benjamin Franklin” paid her bill.     

Second Body Paragraph (example):


Second, I gave food to help Sally, a church friend.
Notes for details & examples:  Sally and husband were retired.  Both were 70 years old.  Sally’s husband Bill died.  Income went down a lot.  Sally looked for part-time job.  We got some groceries for Sally from “Sam’s Wholesale.”  Sally finally got job at McDonald’s.   

Third Body Paragraph (example):

Third, I gave shelter to help Richard, a ham radio friend.

Notes for details & examples:  Richard was a radio club member.  He and wife had big arguments.  He sometimes left to avoid fights.  Wife was not loyal.  Richard came home at lunch and found wife in bed with another man.  Richard left her completely.  I let Richard sleep on my living-room couch and take early-morning showers for a week.  Then he got moved into another place.
Conclusion Paragraph (example):

So, what have I learned from giving money, food, and shelter?  I think that I made my corner of the world a little brighter, at least for those people that I helped.  Admittedly, these people were all my friends; they were not some scruffy, homeless strangers who I drove past quickly on the street.  I certainly cannot give to everyone who needs help, even if I wanted to!  But I learned, just as Scrooge learned, that giving to others somehow benefits the giver emotionally and spiritually.  I know that I helped them get through difficult times in their lives, even if I got nothing back from them except for friendship.  
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