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November 2020 Edition
 
The Official Bulletin of the Harris-Intersil Amateur Radio Club 
 
 
Club Meetings: Second Thursday of each month at Meemaw’s Barbecue on Babcock Street between Palm Bay Road and Port Malabar Road. Supper is at 5:30 PM, business is at 6:30 PM. Prizes at 7:00 PM. Our programs start at 7:15 PM. Meeting ends by 8:00 PM. As some members have allergies, we kindly ask that you refrain from wearing fragrances thanks. As some members have risk factors for coronavirus we ask that everyone wears a mask when not eating. 
 
Club Station: Building 15, Room 321.  E-mail Butch for access.
 
Repeaters: K4HRS, 145.47 Mc, tone 107.2 cycles, elevation 170 feet, Melbourne
 
HIARC Web Site: www.qsl.net/hiarc. Website administrator; Jim , KC7SSW
 
Officers: President: Francis  (“Butch”), WA4AQV
Treasurer: Bill  WA4EMU
Secretary: Open
Repeater Chairmen: Bud  W4HXP
Program Chairman: Open
Field Day Chairman: Bill WA4EMU
Sunshine Chairman: Open
Club Jester: Ken N8KH
 
Membership: 
All welcome to join.

Dues are $12.00 per year to:
Bill  WA4EMU
695 Rosada Street

 
Annual Events: Annual swapfest at the October meeting. Field Day (always the fourth full weekend in June)
 
Selected Hamfests:
 
· November 28, 2020 PCARS free tailgate, at the Melbourne Fire Department training center.1980 Hughes Road, Melbourne, FL. Starts 8 or 9 AM lasts approximately two hours. No formal talk in but 146.61 has many chats as people are driving there.

· January 16, 2021 Orlando Winter Tailgate. http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/k4kdi-winter-tailgate-2021

· February 2021, Orlando Hamcation: cancelled this year due to the virus https://www.hamcation.com/

· There is no Okeechobee Hamfest this year.

Ham Radio Lunches:
· Every Friday, 10:30 AM till 12:30 PM or so, Golden Corral on Palm Bay Road in Palm Bay
· Every Friday, 9:00 AM till 11:00AM or so, Umpa's Diner,1115 N Courtenay Pkwy, Merritt Island, FL 3295, (321) 454-3422
· Once a month, the Saturday after the PCARS meeting, Sarno Restaurant And Pizzaria, 11:00 AM. This is at the corner of Sarno Road and Croton Road. 
October President's Message

Bands are better. This Friday Nov 6 the solar flux was 94. It got down to the mid 60’s at sunspot minimum. Now the higher HF bands such as 15 are starting to show some signs of life. Lightning interference is diminishing for the winter and the daytime ionosphere will be back to a single F layer, instead of more lossy separate F1 and F2 layers. All good. N1ZZ recently reached China on 20 meters.

73's
 
Butch WA4AQV

November 12, 2020 HIARC Meeting

The Thursday November 12 HIARC meeting program will be on “Multipliers, Comb Generators And Crystal Calibrators” by Ed Messer. Ed is a knowledgeable engineer on the subject. Supper starts at 5:30 PM, the meeting at 6:30 PM, and the program starts about 7:00 PM. Meemaw’s closes at 8 PM. The meeting will be in person at Meemaw’s Barbecue and be online using Zoom as follows: 

-----------------------------------
We must do two zoom meetings as our free account only allows 40 minutes per meeting. So, log into Meeting 1 at 6:30p and Meeting 2 at 7:15p

Here's the info on the Zoom meetings for Thursday
--------------------------------------------------------------
Tim Shoemaker is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: HIARC Zoom Meeting 1
Time: Nov 12, 2020 06:15 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71728896888?pwd=cDB4NW1pTkxmTDVnVEMwQ3l1WEkyZz09

Meeting ID: 717 2889 6888
Passcode: 8Q4XYN

=================
Tim Shoemaker is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: HIARC Zoom Meeting 2
Time: Nov 12, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78445477896?pwd=UzcwaVRJT1c4RFhMK21Cam1uQTlnQT09

Meeting ID: 784 4547 7896
Passcode: 3s32r4

Activity Wanted

Eric KM4NMH is looking for contacts on his commute to work. 6:15 to 6:40 AM or so on the 146.85 repeater. Thanks.

DSL Phone Line Interference

Remember broadband over powerlines? Well it mostly died a marketplace death. What we do have though in south Brevard and elsewhere is Broadband Over Phone Line (BOPI), otherwise known as Digital Services Line (DSL) or Uverse. Older neighborhoods and my QTH in particular have old fashioned unshielded untwisted two conductor telephone lines dropping from the pole to the houses. It radiates badly. Most of the content is over 2 to 10 MHz but there is also spectrum radiated up into VHF. Here is a look at the leaky wiring dropping from a pole:

[image: ]

Here is a picture of the spectral content as sampled from the phone line:
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Ick. On some frequencies the interference does not have characteristic sound. Your noise floor can be up and you don’t know it. Here is a look at my antenna:

[image: ]
Going with a half wave dipole at the back of the property reduces the interference but does not eliminate it. I am unaware of a full remedy.

Butch WA4AQV
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7 MHz wire dipole with coax feedline.




