The HIARC Bulletin
 
October 2020 Edition
 
The Official Bulletin of the Harris-Intersil Amateur Radio Club 
 
 
Club Meetings: Second Thursday of each month at Meemaw’s Barbecue on Babcock Street between Palm Bay Road and Port Malabar Road. Supper is at 5:30 PM, business is at 6:30 PM. Prizes at 7:00 PM. Our programs start at 7:15 PM. Meeting ends by 8:00 PM. As some members have allergies, we kindly ask that you refrain from wearing fragrances thanks. As some members have risk factors for coronavirus we ask that everyone wears a mask when not eating. 
 
Club Station: Building 15, Room 321.  E-mail Butch for access.
 
Repeaters: K4HRS, 145.47 Mc, tone 107.2 cycles, elevation 170 feet, Melbourne
 
HIARC Web Site: www.qsl.net/hiarc. Website administrator; Jim Tonti, KC7SSW
 
Officers: President: Francis  (“Butch”), WA4AQV
Treasurer: Bill  WA4EMU
Secretary: Open
Repeater Chairmen: Bud  W4HXP
Program Chairman: Open
Field Day Chairman: Bill WA4EMU
Sunshine Chairman: Open
Club Jester: Ken N8KH
 
Membership: 
All welcome to join.

Dues are $12.00 per year to:
Bill  WA4EMU

 
Annual Events: Annual swapfest at the October meeting. Field Day (always the fourth full weekend in June)
 
Selected Hamfests:
 
· October 9 and 10, 2020. Melbourne Hamfest, Melbourne Auditorium. Yes there will be a Melbourne Hamfest this year. http://pcars.org/hamfest/2020/index.htm. 

January 2021, Orlando Hamcation: cancelled this year due to virus https://www.hamcation.com/
· 

Ham Radio Lunches:
· Every Friday, 10:30 AM till 12:30 PM or so, Golden Corral on Palm Bay Road in Palm Bay
· Every Friday, 9:00 AM till 11:00AM or so, Umpa's Diner,1115 N Courtenay Pkwy, Merritt Island, FL 3295, (321) 454-3422
· Once a month, the Saturday after the PCARS meeting, Sarno Restaurant And Pizzaria, 11:00 AM. This is at the corner of Sarno Road and Croton Road. 
October President's Message

The Melbourne Hamfest is this Friday and Saturday October 9 and 10! Details can be found at http://www.pcars.org/hamfest/2020/index.htm.

Attendance at the every Friday amateur radio lunch at Golden Corral is picking back. It starts about 11:00 AM and lasts till 12:30 PM or so. You will have a good time.

73's
 
Butch WA4AQV

October 2020 HIARC Meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]The October HIARC meeting program this week will be on Baluns. The meeting will be in person at Meemaw’s Barbecue and be online using Zoom as follows: 
-----------------------------------
We must do two zoom meetings as our free account only allows 40 minutes per meeting. So, log into Meeting 1 at 6:30p and Meeting 2 at 7:15p

Topic: HIARC Zoom Meeting 1
Time: Oct 8, 2020 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)


*************
Topic: HIARC Zoom Meeting 2
Time: Oct 8, 2020 07:15 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)


The ARRL Seeks Changes in FCC Proposal to Delete 3.4 GHz Amateur Band

ARRL Seeks Changes in FCC Proposal to Delete 3.4 GHz Amateur Band
09/26/2020
ARRL met via telephone with FCC staff members this week to emphasize its opposition to the FCC Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in Docket 19-348 to delete amateur radio from the 3.3 – 3.5 GHz band. The FCC will take final action in the proceeding when it meets on September 30.

In comments filed earlier this year, ARRL urged that the secondary status for amateur radio in the band be continued. In a series of meetings with Commissioner legal advisors and staff members, ARRL explained how continued secondary use by radio amateurs will not impair or devalue use of this spectrum by future primary licensees, including those intending to provide 5G or other services. ARRL also stressed the various public benefit uses of the spectrum by amateurs, including ongoing use of television and mesh networks on the west coast of the US as part of efforts to contain wildfires.

With regard to interference potential, ARRL stated that amateur radio operators using these bands are technically proficient and have a long history of sharing with primary users in this and other bands without causing interference.

FCC staff expressed concern that because amateur operations in the band are less clearly defined than those of other services also operating on a non-interference in the band, they would be difficult to locate should interference occur. ARRL Washington Counsel David Siddall, K3ZJ, noted that Section 97.303(g), an existing amateur rule, could be amended or used to craft a notification requirement, if the FCC concluded that relying on other methods would be insufficient. The FCC participants indicated that such a requirement, in place of deleting the secondary allocation, would be given serious consideration. (Section 97.303(g) contains specific frequency-sharing requirements for the 2200- and 630-meter amateur bands.)

Siddall also pointed out that the Amateur Television Network (ATN) filed an email with the Commission that included a letter from the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) describing amateur radio’s contributions, specifically calling out the need for 3.4 GHz access and explaining why other bands are not sufficient.

ARRL also argued that, in any event, continued operation in the band should be permitted until and unless an actual potential for interference exists in a specific geographic area. ARRL said the FCC should not intentionally leave spectrum capacity unused during a build-out period that the Commission’s own proposal indicates will last for at least 12 years in some areas.

The record in the proceeding is now closed. Please be reminded that there can be no calls, emails, or filings to the FCC with regard to the issues under consideration until a final FCC Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking is released. Release is currently expected to be within a few days after the Commission’s September 30 meeting. At that time, ARRL will evaluate the impact on amateur radio of the Commission’s decisions and consider what further action, if any, may be merited. 

