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Honeywell Emergency Amateur Radio Team

MEETING 

Date:
Thursday, January 28, 2016
Time:
5:30 PM

Place:
Minnreg building


Subject:
Formal meeting.



Agenda:
Old business




Secretary’s Report




Treasurer’s Report




FGCARC Report




HEART Renewals




Computer for Echolink




Tower grounding



New business




Election of officers

Planned future meetings and events:

February 12-14, Orlando Hamcation/Southeastern Division Convention, Central Florida Fairgrounds

Thursday February 25, Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05

Thursday March 24, Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05

Thursday April 28, Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05

Saturday May 28 - Wormfest at Freedom Lake Park in Pinellas Park

Thursday May 26, Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05

                                There are no Heart meetings in June or July

Thursday August 25, Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05

Please mark dates on your calendar, as you may not receive another notice before meeting.

Suggestions for locations and times of future meetings are welcome.
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October Meeting Minutes

The October 22, 2015 HEART Meeting convened in MINNREG building at 18:02.

Present were: Jim Hansen, Dan Bobczynski, Alan Gilbert, Bill Williams, Jim Wedlake, Matt Bush.

There was no Treasury report.  Secretary’s report was given and approved.

FGCARC report: Hamworld and Tarheel will be coming this year. Because of too much light in the forum area, light curtains will be used to create a tunnel.  Member clubs will get a free table.  The ARRL guest will be Norm Fusaro (W3IZ) speaking on RFI.

There were no renewals.

Repeater Enhancements: Echolink was down last time so could not validate station.  Jim will work on the power ground.

New business: Nominations were opened for officers: President -- Jim Hansen WDØDIA, Vice President -- Bill Williams AG4QX, Secretary -- Dan Bobczynski KG4HNS, Treasurer -- George Shipley W4OGQ, F.G.C.A.R.C. Director -- Bill Williams AG4QX.  A motion was made and seconded to nominate the existing officers.

Motion made and seconded to purchase a table at FCGARC hamfest.

Meeting adjourned at 18:59

Notes: Work continued on connecting the repeater to Echolink.  The station WD0DIA-R was validated, but connections couldn’t be made.  An obsolete PC/operating system is suspected.  Will try again with a newer computer.

HEART Meetings

The HEART meetings are generally held on the fourth Thursday of the month in the Griffin room at the Minnreg building located at 6340 126th Ave in Largo, FL 33773-1820.  There are no meetings in June, July, or December.  However, since the November meeting conflicts with Thanksgiving, it is moved to the following Thursday which sometimes lands in December.  In the event of a booking conflict with the Griffin room we find an alternate located within the Minnreg building, such as upstairs or the main hall.  Following the meeting we generally go to Sonny's Barbecue on Park Boulevard for a bite to eat. 

HEART Homepage

Check out Alan Gilbert efforts at http://www.qsl.net/heart/.

Repeater Maintenance

The repeater is up and working well.

I believe I have all the parts necessary to complete the repair of our club’s original supply so that it may be kept as a backup.  I will be undertaking this task as soon as I get caught up with a few other projects.

We had a simple house fan blowing air over the fins to make sure the temperature stays low during continuous use.  This fan was found to have failed.  I have a standard rack mounted fan to replace this fan, but we must fabricate some ductwork to integrate it with the radio to ensure proper airflow.  At my next convenience I will construct a cardboard model of the needed ductwork which Dan Bobczynski has volunteered to fabricate.

HEART Renewals

The following should be up to date.  Let me know if any changes are required.  Dues are $12 for full members and $6 for associate members (unlicensed).  Send checks, payable to HEART, to George Shipley at 9776 131st Street North, Seminole FL 33776-1640.

HEART  MEMBERSHIP ROSTER








      PAYMENT


 HOME



ARRL
LAST

NEXT

NAME
PHONE
EXT.
COL
M.S.
Mem.
CALL
DATE
 $
DATE
Email
Hansen, James
424-1322
4825
Q-9U
519-4
Y
WDØDIA
01/15
12
01/16
wdØdia@ tampabay.rr.com

Mat Bush
452-4200
4679


Y
KA9RIX
04/15
12
03/16


RETIRED/Outside Honeywell
Bobczynski, Dan
723-3341
4995
P-14U
804-4
Y
KG4HNS
03/15
24
01/16
sdbob9999@gmail.com

Eberwine, Jim
347-0942
                                          
Y
W4APV
10/12
36
01/14

Gilbert, Alan
392-7998
                                 
N
K04CR
01/15
12
01/16
ko4cr@tampabay.rr.com

Hartley, Ken    814-827-8795
                                           
N
K3HJN
01/04
36
01/07
k3hjn@zoominternet.net

Ruley, Ron
813-220-4922
2238
M-8U
909-4
N
KN4XF
01/08
12
01/09
kn4xf@earthlink.net

Shipley, George*
595-3180
                                      
Y
W4OGQ
01/15
36
01/16
w4ogqghs@gmail.com

Wedlake, Jim
397-5143
                                   
Y
KD4MZL
04/12
24
01/14
wedlake@ieee.org
Williams, Bill
813-837-3833


Y
AG4QX
04/15
24
01/17
bill.ag4qx@verizon.net

*TREASURER

Licensed Member Dues $12.00, Unlicensed Member Dues $6.00 Annually.  Payable In Advance.  Make Checks Payable To HEART!

December Meeting Minutes

The December 3, 2015 HEART Meeting convened in MINNREG building at 18:01.

Present were: Jim Hansen, Dan Bobczynski, Alan Gilbert, George Shipley, Matt Bush.

Treasury report: Currently we have $ 890.00.  GTE FCU charged $10.00 due to no activity in the account for six months.  George put in $1.00 because there were no tellers available.  (He wanted to put in a penny).  We need to have two names on the account and have activity at least every six months.  George will check on who else has or can have a name on the account, and on ways around the six month activity problem.

Secretary’s report: Was read and approved.

No FGCARC report

There were no renewals.

Repeater Enhancements: Computer for echo link needed.  We should shop for a used PC with Windows XP or Windows 7 and WiFi.  Budget is $150.00.  [Update - at the Tampa Bay Hamfest a couple were selling used displays, and their son, Alan, in Carolwood (Tampa) sells used PC’s.  His number is 813-416-4875]

Officer election: Web site has Officers: 

Jim Hansen - President

Bill Williams - VP and FCGARC

Dan Bobczynski - Secy

George Shipley - Treasurer

Motion was made and seconded to close nominations

Next meeting will be Jan 28, 2016

Meeting adjourned at 18:42

ARRL Membership

I encourage everyone to maintain membership with the ARRL.  With politics being what it is today, It is important that maintain unified representation to maintain our amateur radio privileges.  If you’re not a member of the ARRL, please join through the club as we are able to keep a portion of the proceeds.  To join please contact George Shipley at 9776 131st Street North, Seminole FL 33776-1640.  If there are any questions you may call me during the day at 539-4825 or my cell phone, 424-1322. 

Future Repeater Upgrades

Our plan to add a frequency agile two-meter link has recently experienced some momentum.  This implementation includes a Kenwood TM-621 2 meters/220 MHz dual band mobile radio and a remote base interface from Doug Hall Electronics.  We already have an antenna for 2 meters and 220 MHz.  Our planning to determine what needs to be purchased to complete this task is per the following checklist:

· Power supply:  Controller uses 0.5A, DVR uses 1.5A, the Kenwood radio specifies 11A maximum, and the repeater radio draws 15A.  Therefore, the maximum current draw would be 28A.  However, if only one radio transmits at one time, the maximum current draw would likely be 21A.  Our TrippLite PR-30 power supply is rated for 30A peak and 24A continues.  Therefore, it appears that our current power supply should be able to handle the additional load, but the reliability would likely suffer.  It may be possible to parallel another supply to share the load and enhance the reliability.

· Determine length of existing hard-line:  300’

· Determine length of run from repeater to mounting position on tower:  100’

· Evaluate Ken Hartley’s ½” hard-line

· Inventory existing antenna mounting hardware:  Hold-off

Alan has designed and documented the interface cable which Julian fabricated.  Alan interfaced the hardware into the repeater cabinet and performed testing on low power into a dummy load.


CALENDAR OF EVENTS
1/29/16
February 12-14
Orlando
Hamcation, Southeastern Division Convention, Central Florida Fairgrounds, 4603 West Colonial Drive, Tickets $12 in advance, $14 at door.  Talk in 146.760 and 147.015 as a backup, no PL on either.  Hours on Friday are noon to 6pm, 9am to 5pm Saturday, and 9am to 2pm on Sunday.  All the information at   www.hamcation.com or call 407-841-0874

Thursday Feb. 25
Minnreg building
Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05

Thursday March 24
Minnreg building
Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05

Thursday April 28
Minnreg building
Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05

Saturday May 28
Pinellas Park 
Wormfest, Freedom Lake Park, Southeast corner of US 19 and 49th Street.  Free, park opens at sunrise, Talk-in on 146.850 - and 442.625 +, both with PL 146.2, INFO: Bill, AG4QX, 3215 West Tambay Avenue, Tampa, FL 33611-1539, phone: (813) 837-3833, Email: ag4qx@arrl.net,Web: http://www.TheWormholeSociety.org
Thursday May 26
Minnreg building
Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05

                                There are no Heart meetings in June or July

Thursday August 25
Minnreg building
Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05

Thursday Sep 22
Minnreg building
Heart meeting, 5:30 PM, Minnreg building, talk in on 443.05
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