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The long hot days of summer 
are pretty much over for an-

other year, and the chilly 
days of Autumn are rolling in 

quickly.  Evenings are cool 
and nights are kicking the 

furnace on.  This is the time 
of year we look back on the 
events of the summer and 

start planning for next year.  
It’s also the time we spend 
more time in the house and 

start doing some Dxing.  The 
long days of winter are com-
ing, so don’t lose your edge.    

Get that equipment dusted off 
and get that old shack shakin! 
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The 2009 PA QSO Party will 
be held on October 10th and 
11th.  The Nittany Amateur 
Radio Club adminsters and 
runs the PA QSO party, and 
the Chairman and Assistant 
Chairman for this year's 
party are: 
 
Chairman - Michael J. Coslo, 
KB3EIA 
 

Assistant Chairman John Pas-
saneau, W3JXP 
 
Contact Mike at: 
mcoslo@comcast.net 
 
Rules and entry forms (in 
PDF format) can be obtained 
on the website. 
 
The EmComm Center is 
available for use by any hams 

wanting to participate in the 
QSO party. 
 

through the club, and $2 rebate for 
renewals has been reinstated.  we’d 
like to pass the savings on to you.  If 
you are interested, please contact our 
Membership Committee in care of 
Dennis Neese, KB3IUU 413 Smiley 
Street, Ellwood City, PA  16117, 
or you can email him at 
kb3iuu@arrl.net or ecara@qsl.net.  

This is a great time to think about 
joining or renewing your membership 
with the ARRL.  If you are already a 
member, you can renew your mem-
bership through the club, even though 
we no longer get rebates for renewals.  
If you are not a member of the ARRL 
currently, but are considering it, 
please join through us.  We get a $15 
rebate for all new members who join 

As an ARRL affiliated Special Ser-
vice Club, we encourage all of our 
members to consider joining   We are 
Special Service club affiliated with 
the ARRL, and we are very proud of 
that, but we need to keep at least half 
of our membership as members of the 
ARRL.  So please help us keep up our 
good standing! 

THE EDITOR’S DESK 

ARRL  -  JOIN OR RENEW THROUGH US 

. 
MEETING NOTES 

Next meeting 
is on October 

4, 2009 
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Hi everyone.  Well, the web 
site is finally updated.  Sorry 
it took so long for me to get it 
done.  
 
 All the newsletters are either 
on the main page or in the ar-
chives.  Butch McGee and 
Bob O’Conner’s pages were 
added to the Silent Key 
pages, so please stop in and 
check them out. 
 
For the last two months I had 
to keep my leg elevated fol-
lowing a massive infection, 
and it was kind of difficult to 

use the computer sitting side-
ways.  There was no way to 
elevate it high 
enough under my 
desk.  I still have to 
keep it up as much 
as possible, but I’m 
able to get some 
work done finally. 
 
I’ll make every effort to keep 
it updated each month. 
 
See ya online! 
 
 

Dredge chicken in flour. 
 
In a large skillet, brown chicken in 
oil on all sides, over medium heat. 
 
In a large bowl, combine the wa-
ter, rice, milk, salt, poultry season-
ing and pepper.  Pour into a 
greased 13-in X 9-in baking dish. 
Top with chicken pieces. 
 
Cover and bake at 350 degrees for 
55 minutes or until chicken juices 
run clear.   
 
Garnish with parsley if desired 
 

6 servings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Web Page News 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
CHICKEN AND RICE DINNER 

The chicken bakes to a beautiful 
golden brown. 
 
1 broiler/fryer chicken (3 1/2 to     
            4 lb), cut up. 
1/4 to 1/3 cup flour 
2 Tbsp Canola Oil 
2 1/3 cup water 
1 1/2 cups uncooked long-grain 
            rice 
1 cup milk 
1 tsp salt 
1 tsp poultry seasoning 
1/2 tsp pepper 
Minced fresh parsley (optional) 
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WACOMM HAMFEST 
 

On Thursday, September 10, the Federal 
Communications Commission released a 
new Public Notice implementing changes 
in CEPT reciprocal operating arrange-
ments for US citizens who hold an FCC-
issued General, Advanced or Amateur 
Extra class Amateur Radio licenses. DA-
09-2031 continues to allows US licensees 
"to utilize temporarily an amateur station 
in a European Conference of Postal and 
Telecommunications Administrations 
(CEPT) <http://www.cept.org/> country 
that has implemented certain recommen-
dations with respect to the United States," 
subject to the regulations in that country 
and implements recent changes in the 
agreement <http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/
edocs_public/attachmatch/DA-09-
2031A1.pdf>. 
 
When an Amateur Radio operator with 
US citizenship holds an Advanced or 
Amateur Extra Class license, they con-
tinue to be granted CEPT Radio Amateur 
License privileges in accordance with 
CEPT Recommendation T/R 61-01 (as 
amended) <http://www.erodocdb.dk/docs/
doc98/Official/word/TR6101%20off%
20140905.d oc>. There is no change in 
reciprocity for those license classes. What 
has changed is that US citizens holding a 
General class license -- who had lost all 
CEPT reciprocal privileges in 2008 -- are 
now granted CEPT Novice Radio Ama-
teur License privileges in accordance with 
ECC Recommendation (05)06 (as 
amended)  <http://www.erodocdb.dk/
docs/doc98/Official/word/Rec0506.doc>. 
 
The Public Notice states that while oper-
ating an amateur station in a CEPT coun-
try, the person "must have in his or her 
possession a copy of this Public Notice, 
proof of US citizenship and evidence of 
an  FCC-issued Amateur Radio license. 
These documents must be shown to 
proper authorities upon request." The 
Public Notice can be found online 
on the FCC's Web site <http://hraunfoss.
fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DA-
09-2031A1.pdf>. 
 
According to ARRL Regulatory Informa-
tion Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, 
the changes in the CEPT reciprocity are a 
two-part result of changes made by the 

European Communications Office (ECO) 
in February 2008 when they re-examined 
US license class equivalency in compari-
son to their HAREC examination contest. 
"The result of that review was full CEPT 
reciprocity was only granted to US Ama-
teur Extra and Advanced class  licensees, 
leaving US General and Technician class 
operators without CEPT reciprocal privi-
leges." The new public notice now re-
flects that change. 
 
"In order to re-obtain at least some lim-
ited privileges under CEPT for those 
class licensees, the ARRL approached the 
FCC, asking that the US consider accept-
ing ECC Recommendation (05)06" Hen-
derson continued. "Reciprocal agree-
ments between the US and other coun-
tries are actually diplomatic arrangements 
and come about through the agreements 
through the State Department. In the win-
ter of 2008/2009, the FCC followed up 
on our request and contacted the US De-
partment of State, asking that the US 
formally approach the ECO with a re-
quest to become party to the recommen-
dation." 
 
At its meeting in late spring 2009, Hen-
derson said that the ECO working group 
that handles issues pertaining to Amateur 
Radio accepted the US request to join 
ECC Recommendation (05)06, and au-
thorized US General Class licensees to 
operate under that recommendation's 
terms. It did not extend those privileges 
to US Technician class licensees. 
 
Henderson stated that it is important to 
note two things about ECC Recommen-
dation (05)06: "First, not all European 
countries have implemented this recom-
mendation. Therefore, a US General class 
operator does not have reciprocal privi-
leges in many countries, including popu-
lar US travel destinations like Italy, the 
UK or France. Second, as with any 
reciprocal operation, the band frequencies 
and privileges are those allowed by your 
host country -- they are not the frequen-
cies and privileges extended by your FCC 
license. Travelers need to make sure 
they are familiar with the authorized 
privileges for the CEPT Novice Radio 
Amateur License if operating using ECC 

Recommendation (05)06 or 
T/R 61-01." 
 
CEPT countries participating in CEPT Rec-
ommendation T/R 61-01 as of September 
10, 2009 include Austria, Belgium, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cy-
prus, Czech Republic, Denmark (including 
Greenland and the Faroe Islands), Estonia, 
Finland, France (including Corsica, 
Guadeloupe, French Guyana, Martinique, 
St Bartholomew, St Pierre and Miquelon, 
St Martin, Reunion and its Dependencies, 
Mayotte, French Antarctica, French Poly-
nesia and Clipperton, New Caledonia, and 
Wallis and Futuna), Germany, Greece,  un-
gary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Ma-
cedonia, Monaco, Netherlands, 
Netherlands Antilles, Norway, Poland, Por-
tugal, Romania, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 
Ukraine and the United Kingdom(including 
Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and 
the Isle of Man). 
 
CEPT countries participating in ECC Rec-
ommendation (05)06 as of September 10, 
2009 are Belgium, Denmark (including 
Greenland and the Faroe Islands), Ger-
many, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Slovak 
Republic, Slovenia and Switzerland. 
 
 

 
AMATEURS WITH GENERAL CLASS LICENSES TO BE GRANTED RECIPROCAL 
LICENSES IN SOME CEPT COUNTRIES 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
ECARA 
Meeting 

5 
 
Jason 
Reighard 

6 7 
 
Amy  
Johnson 

8 9 10 

11 12 
 
Columbus 
Day 

13 
 
Marian  
Oliastro 

14 
 
Carol 
Klingensmith 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 
 
Bruce  
Watson 

29 30 31 
 
Halloween 

October 2009 
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NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL RESPONDS TO ARRL: NO EVIDENCE OF 
"SIGNIFICANT CRASH RISKS" WHILE OPERATING MOBILE  
 

 
 
 
ARRL President Joel Harri-
son, W5ZN, wrote a letter to 
National Safety Council 
(NSC) President Janet Froet-
scher in July expressing the 
ARRL's concerns that Ama-
teur Radio not become an un-
intended victim of the grow-
ing public debate over what 
to do about distracted drivers 
<http://www.arrl.org/news/
files/NSC_Letter7-30-09.
pdf>. Froetscher has now re-
plied, saying the NSC does 
not support bans or prohibi-
tions on the use of Amateur 
Radios while driving <http://
www.arrl.org/news/files/
NSC_Response_to_ARRL.
pdf>. 
 
Noting that there is signifi-
cant evidence that talking on 
cell phones while driving 
poses crash risk four times 
that of other drivers, Froet-
scher observed that the NSC 
position calling for bans on 
the use of cell phones while 
driving is grounded in sci-
ence. "We are not aware of 
evidence that using Amateur 
Radios while driving has sig-
nificant crash risks," Froet-
scher wrote in her August 24 
letter. "We also have no evi-
dence that using two-way ra-
dios while driving poses sig-

nificant crash risks. Until 
such time as compelling, 
peer-reviewed scientific re-
search is presented that de-
notes significant risks associ-
ated with the use of Amateur 
Radios, two-way radios or 
other communication devices, 
the NSC does not support leg-
islative bans or prohibition on 
their use." 
 
 
Froetscher said that while 
"the specific risk of radio use 
while driving is unmeasured 
and likely does not approach 
that of cell phones, there 
indeed is some elevated risk 
to the drivers, their passen-
gers and the public associated 
with 650,000 Amateur Radio 
operators who may not, at 
one time or another, not con-
centrate fully on their driv-
ing." She points out that the 
"best safety practice is to 
have one's full attention on 
their driving, their hands on 
the wheel and their eyes on 
the road. Drivers who engage 
in any activity that impairs 
any of these constitutes an in-
creased risk." 
 
ARRL Chief Executive Offi-
cer David Sumner, K1ZZ, 
said the ARRL "appreciates 
NSC President and CEO 
Janet Froetscher's clear state-

ment that the NSC does not 
support legislative bans or 
prohibitions on the use of 
Amateur Radio while driving. 
We applaud the NSC for tak-
ing positions that are 
grounded in science. At the 
same time, all radio amateurs 
should heed her call to con-
centrate fully on driving 
while behind the wheel. It is 
possible to operate a motor 
vehicle safely while using 
Amateur Radio, but if it be-
comes a distraction we owe it 
those with whom we share 
the road, as well as to our 
passengers, to put safety 
first." 
 
On January 30, 2009, the 
ARRL Executive Committee 
adopted the ARRL's Policy 
Statement on Mobile Amateur 
Radio Operation <http://
www.arrl.org/govrelations/
MobileAmateurRadioPoli-
cyStatement.pdf> that states 
"Amateur Radio mobile op-
eration is ubiquitous, and 
Amateur Radio emergency 
and public service communi-
cations, and other organized 
Amateur Radio communica-
tions activities and networks 
necessitate operation of 
equipment while some licen-
sees are driving motor vehi-
cles. Two-way radio use is 

(Continued on page 7) 
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 (Continued from page 6) 

dissimilar from full-duplex 
cellular telephone communica-
tions because the operator 
spends little time actually 
transmitting; the time spent 
listening is more similar to, 
and arguably less distracting 
than, listening to a broadcast 
radio, CD or MP3 player. 
There are no distinctions to be 
made between or among Ama-
teur Radio, public safety land 
mobile radio, private land mo-
bile radio or citizen's radio in 
terms of driver distraction. All 
are distinguishable from 
mobile cellular telephone 
communications in this re-
spect. Nevertheless, ARRL en-
courages licensees to conduct 
Amateur communications 
from motor vehicles in a man-
ner that does not detract from 
the safe and attentive opera-
tion of a motor vehicle at all 
times." 
 
In his letter, Harrison ex-
plained to Froetscher that 
Amateur Radio operators  pro-
vide essential emergency com-
munications when regular 
communications channels are 
disrupted by disaster: 
"Through formal agreements 
with federal agencies, such as 
the National Weather Service, 
FEMA and private relief or-
ganizations, the Amateur Ra-

dio volunteers protect lives us-
ing their own equipment with-
out compensation. The ability 
of hams to communicate and 
help protect the lives of those 
in danger would be strictly 
hindered if the federal, state 
and local governments to not 
ensure that Amateur Radio op-
erators can continue the use of 
their mobile radios while on 
the road." 
 
Froetscher replied that she 
"appreciate[s] your focus of 
Amateur Radio for emergency 
communications during disas-
ters. I encourage ARRL to 
adopt best practices for the 
safe operation of vehicles that 
confines use of Amateur Ra-
dios while driving only to dis-
aster emergencies." 
 
The Policy Statement asserts 
that the ARRL "is aware of no 
evidence that [mobile] opera-
tion contributes to driver inat-
tention. Quite the contrary: 
Radio amateurs are public ser-
vice-minded individuals who 
utilize their radio-equipped 
motor vehicles to assist others, 
and they are focused on driv-
ing in the execution of that 
function." 
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UPCOMING HAMFESTS 

 

When: 8AM – 3PM, November 1, 2009 
Where: Washington County Fair Grounds 
Admission: $5 
Prizes:  

Yaesu 897D - HF/6/2/440, 100W Portable MultiMode Transceiver  
Icom 208H - 2m/440, 55/50W Mobile FM Transceiver  
MFJ 269 - Antenna Analyzer  

VE Session: 10AM 
Contact: Bud Plants, N3TIR; n3tir@arrl.net, 724-484-0207, to reserve tables. 
- Hamfest Flyer 
- Table Reservation Form  
Confirmed Hamfest Vendors  

• KJI Electronics  
• Quick Silver Radio  
• Satellite Sams  
• COMPUTERGIRL.BIZ  
• Sauder Electronics  
• ITEC-STU WEBB  
• Created By Amy  
• B&N Electronics  
• Radio Shack  
• G and G Electronics  
• Eagle Communications  
• Randy George  
• CB-Shop  

 
 
 
 

October gave a party; 
The leaves by hundreds came - 

The Chestnuts, Oaks, and Maples, 
And leaves of every name. 

The Sunshine spread a carpet, 
And everything was grand, 

Miss Weather led the dancing, 
Professor Wind the band. 

 
~George Cooper, "October's Party 
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Bill Continelli - nteu61vp@hotmail.com 
Don & Sally Cripe - cripe309@comcast.net 
Skip Davis - earln3ybp@aol.com 
Bob Drexler - wa3zoe@arrl.net 
Thomas Hartmann - twhartmann@verizon.net 
Gary Hutchinson - garyka3tyk@windstream.net 
Amy Johnson - Tweetyj1@comcast.net 
Chuck & Jean Johnson - n3etv@comcast.net 
Chucky Johnson - n3hx@comcast.net 
Carol Klingensmith - carolsue@zoominternet.net 
Jim Klingensmith - jamesh@zoominternet.net 
Frank Marlowe - Wb3jqy@comcast.net 
Butch McGee - k3yo@zoominternet.net 

Dawn McGee - k3dlm@arrl.net 
Bonnie Neese - kb3iuu@verizon.net 
Dennis Neese - kb3iuu@arrl.net 

Bob & Linda O’Conner - boblin01@zoominternet.net 
Marian Oliastro - w3mho@comcast.net 
Paul Oliastro - pauln3zzi@comcast.net 
Jason Reighard - kb8sfc@gmail.com 
Rob Reppert - robreppert@gmail.com 
Bob Rowley - @outdrs.net 
Bruce Watson - aa3lx@aol.com 
Keith Wright - kb3daw@verizon.net 
 

WHAT’S COMING UP? 

Member email addresses 

Stop by and visit the ECARA online!  Keep 
in touch with fellow members on the 
Members’ Page or browse through the 
Photo Album.  Visitors are WELCOME!   
 

http://www.qsl.net/ecara 
 

Please stop in and sign our Guest Book! 
 

Web site created and maintained by Marian Oliastro, W3MHO 
for the ECARA 
 © 2002  -  2009 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE !! 
 

 
Bittersweet October. The 

mellow, messy, leaf-kicking, 
perfect pause between the 

opposing miseries of 
summer and winter.  

 
~Carol Bishop Hipps 

 
 
 

 

 
FAMILY RESTAURANT 

Hot Dogs & Family Dining 
 

6th Street & Factory 
Ave. 

Ellwood City, PA 
 

Phone 724-752-9717 
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IN THE SAND 
 

A story tells that two friends were walking through the desert. 
During some point of the journey, they had an argument and one 

friend slapped the other one in the face. 
 

The one who got slapped was hurt, but without saying anything, 
he wrote in the sand: 

 
"TODAY MY BEST FRIEND SLAPPED ME IN THE FACE!" 

 
They kept on walking, until they found an oasis where they 

decided to take a bath. The one who had been slapped got stuck 
in the mire and started drowning, but his friend saved him. 

 
After he recovered from the near drowning, he wrote on a stone: 

 
"TODAY MY BEST FRIEND SAVED MY LIFE!" 

 
The friend, who had slapped and saved his best friend, asked 

him, "After I hurt you, you wrote in the sand and now, you write 
on a stone, why?" 

 
The other friend replied: "When someone hurts us, we should 
write it down in sand where the winds of forgiveness can erase 

it away, but when someone does something good for us, we must 
engrave it in stone, where no wind can ever erase it." 

 
LEARN TO WRITE YOUR HURTS IN THE SAND 

AND TO CARVE YOUR BENEFITS IN STONE. 
 

~Author Unknown~ 
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The “Ellwood Echo” is published monthly.  It is the voice of the Ellwood City Amateur Radio Association, Inc. of Ellwood 
City, PA.  Information contained in this newsletter (unless copyrighted) may be reprinted with credit given to the author 
and the ECARA.  Contributions to the newsletter must be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication.  
Material submitted will be used at the discretion of the editor.  Letters for the “FEEDBACK!” column, please mark ATTN: 
FEEDBACK on the envelope.  Views and opinions that are a part of articles or letters in the newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the ECARA. 
Editoral  Staff                   Membership Chairperson:        Address mail to: 
News Letter                                 Dennis Neese, KB3IUU                 ECARA   
P. O. Box 25                                413 Smiley Street                     PO Box 25 
Ellwood City Pa. 16117                        Ellwood City, PA  16117                Ellwood City, Pa. 16117  
       ecara@qsl.net                         kb3iuu@arrl.net                       ecara@qsl.net    
                                                          
The ECARA meets monthly at the Tree of Life Wellness Center in Ewing Park.  The meetings are on the first Sunday of 
each month from 7:00 to 8:00 pm.  Visitors are welcome.   E-Board meetings are currently combined with the regular 
meeting unless a special meeting is called. 
..   
              E.C.A.R.A. OFFICERS                                      TRUSTEES 
President               Keith Wright—–KB3DAW        724 944 2725         Station Trustee: 
1st Vice President       Jim Klingensmith — N3ZJM     724 752 3367         Butch McGee — K3YO 
2nd Vice President      Carol Klingensmith—N3ZLF      724 752 3367         Trustee: 
Secretary              Linda O’Conner—KB3IQP        724 752 9087         Elmer Brewer — W3ELB  
Treasurer                   Debbie Read-KB3IEQ             724                                 Carol 

Ellwood City Amateur Radio Association, Inc. 
Membership Application 

  
                                                          1st qtr                 2nd qtr                 3rd qtr                  4th qtr 
 ____FULL                                           $20                    $15                       $10                       $5 
  ____FAMILY                                        4                         3                           2                         1 
 ____ASSOCIATE                              $15                      $11.25                   $7.50              $3.75 
 ____JUNIOR (to age 21)                    Free                     Free                       Free                   Free 
 ____SENIOR (65 and over)               $10                      $ 7.50                     $5.00              $2.50  
                                           
              DATE __/__/__    NAME _________________________________    CALLSIGN __________  CLASS ___________ 
              ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
              CITY ________________________________    STATE ______  ZIP ____________   COUNTY ________________ 
              PHONE _____ - _____ - ______    EMAIL ___________________________________  ARRL  Y (  )   N (  ) 
              BIRTHDAY  _____/_____/_____      ANNIVERSARY ____/____/____   SPOUSE’S NAME ___________________ 
 
              Do you wish to receive the newsletter each month by ____  E-mail    ____ Regular Mail 
 
              Is this application for a _____ New Member    _____  Renewal 
 
              DUES PAID:  $ ____________       METHOD OF PAYMENT:  _____ Cash     _____  Check  # _____________ 

 
              PLEASE MAIL TO: 
                                           ECARA Membership Committee   
                                          Dennis Neese, KB3IUU 
                                      413 Smiley Street 
                                      Ellwood City, PA  16117 

Newsletter and Club Information 
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Contact Us! 
 

PO Box 25 
Ellwood City, PA 16117 

 
Phone:  724-752-3367 
Email:  ecara@qsl.net 

 
 

 

“SERVICE THROUGH  COMMUNICATION”. 

 

ELLWOOD CITY AMATEUR 

RADIO ASSOCIATION, INC. 

The ELLWOOD ECHO 
Editorial Staff 

P.O. Box 25 
Ellwood City Pa. 16117 

N3EC 
Repeater 

145.170 MHz 
100 Hz PL 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Ellwood City Amateur Radio Assoc., Inc. was founded in August of 1997 to provide an 
Amateur Radio presence in the Ellwood City area,  It is our desire to serve our community where we can and to teach young people, or 
anyone who is interested, the benefits and 

advantages of becoming a “ham radio” opera-
tor.  We are a Special Services Club affili-
ated with the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL).  Many of our members belong to 

Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) and Skywarn, helping the National Weather Ser-
vice.  It is more than just a hobby! 

 


