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Input is needed for the news-
letter.  Butch had some infor-
mation and reviewed the 
newsletter.  Marion has some 
difficulties and it would be 
great to have others send in-
put that might be of interest 
to the club.  This is not only 
a work of art but rather a 
work of heart.  Everyone is 
very busy and getting things 
done is a job for everyone.  

Thanks for all your support 
                 Linda O 

through the club, and $2 rebate for 
renewals has been reinstated.  we’d 
like to pass the savings on to you.  If 
you are interested, please contact our 
Membership Committee in care of 
Dennis Neese, KB3IUU 412 Smiley 
StreetYou can email him at 
kb3iuu@verizon.net or ecara@qsl.
net.  As an ARRL affiliated Special 

This is a great time to think about 
joining or renewing your membership 
with the ARRL.  If you are already a 
member, you can renew your mem-
bership through the club, even though 
we no longer get rebates for renewals.  
If you are not a member of the ARRL 
currently, but are considering it, 
please join through us.  We get a $15 
rebate for all new members who join 

Service Club, we encourage all of our 
members to consider joining   We are 
Special Service club affiliated with 
the ARRL, and we are very proud of 
that, but we need to keep at least half 
of our membership as members of the 
ARRL.  So please help us keep up our 
good standing! 

THE EDITOR’S DESK 

ARRL  -  JOIN OR RENEW THROUGH US 

help.  This would include work on 
the food booth and help in the 
booth next year.  Commitments 
must be made by September to 
continue the food booth for the 
2010 season.  Discussed a com-
mittee for the Christmas party and 
Don will try to get the fire hall in 
New Galilee for this.  Meeting 
concluded with all in agreement. 

.Meeting was held on July 12, 
2009.  Thank You expressed to all 
who assisted in the Festival.  Jim 
stated that a grant was not ap-
proved for the building on the test 
site spot.  May have to demolish 
all buildings in a month if things 
do not change due to the town-
ship.   Discussed the festival and 
the prospect of not having it next 
year without commitments for 

MEETING NOTES 

Next meeting 
is on August 

9.2009 
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I want to thank the Editorial staff for 
taking over the reins this month.  I 
was in the hospital for a week and am 
currently housebound until my leg 
heals from cellulitis and massive in-
fection in other areas.   I know the 
web page has not been updated for a 
while, but I promise to work on it as 
soon as I am able to.  It may not be 
for a week or so, but I will try to get it 
done soon. 
 
I just wanted to take a moment to note 
that a page has been added to our web 
site on the silent keys page in honor 
of Butch McGee.    It was a very hard 
one to add.  He shall be missed so 
much.  Please stop at the web site and 
visit his page. 
 
 
 
See ya online! 

 
 

In a large bowl, combine the first 
seven ingredients. 
 
Crumble beef and sausage over 
mixture and mix well.  Shape into 
eight burgers. 
 
Coat grill rack with cooking spray 
before starting the grill. 
 
Grill burgers, covered, over me-
dium heat for 5 to 7 minutes on 
each side or until juices run clear. 
 
Sprinkle burgers with cheese and 
cover.  Cook an additional 3 to 4 
minutes or until cheese is melted.  

Remove from grill and keep warm. 
 
Grill rolls for 1 to 2 minutes until 
toasted. 
 
Serve burgers on rolls, topped with 
a spoonful of the sauce.  You can 
also add sautéed peppers and on-
ions for variety. 
 
Serves 8 

Web Page News 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
GRILLED ITALIAN MEATBALL BURGERS 

Something different for the grill. 
 
1 egg, slightly beaten 
1/3 cup seasoned bread crumbs 
3 garlic cloves, minced 
1 tsp dried oregano 
1 tsp dried basil 
1/4 tsp salt 
1/4 tsp dried thyme 
1 1/2 lbs. Lean ground beef 
1/2 lb Italian Turkey sausage                      
            links, casings removed 
3/4 cup shredded mozzarella 
            cheese 
8 kaiser rolls, split 
1 cup roasted garlic parmesan  
            spaghetti sauce, warmed 
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WACOMM HAMFEST 
 

 
** News ** 
 
The ARRL Board Meeting was 
held last weekend in Connecticut 
and some 
very positive things came from 
this meeting. 
 
First, congratulations to former 
WNY Section Manager, Bill 
Thompson 
W2MTA, who was awarded the 
Joe Knight Distinguished Service 
Award by 
the ARRL Board for his guidance 
and elmering of the Field Organi-
zation 
within Western New York and for 
his long term service as the NTS 
Eastern Area Staff Chair. This mo-
tion was unanimously approved at 
the 
board meeting. 
 
Additionally, there was a motion 
made and approved for the ARRL 
to form 
an ad-hoc committee to study the 
ambiguities in certain regulations 
applicable to the amateur service 
engaged in disaster communica-
tions 
and public service events and that 
it would be helpful for the amateur 
community and others to under-
stand the ramifications of provid-
ing 
amateur radio communication ser-
vices. This committee is charged 
with 
studying the issue and to prepare 
guidelines for use by the amateur 
community and others to identify 
the inappropriate use of amateur 
radio. That ad-hoc committee was 

formed and is to submit its find-
ings 
and recommendations to the Ex-
ecutive Committee within 30 days. 
 
In keeping with several of the 
FCC's reasons for Amateur Radio 
in Part 
97, the ARRL Board authorized 
the formation of a committee for 
the 
study of narrowband channels and 
to consider a developing a plan to 
move the US amateur community 
to narrowband spacing for VHF/
UHF 
frequencies. It is my opinion and 
position that the ARRL Board 
recognizes that it would be expen-
sive to modify amateur VHF/UHF 
repeaters and the majority of VHF/
UHF amateur radios so as to per-
mit 
narrowband operation. I don't see 
this proposal looking to make this 
equipment obsolete. 
 
 
** PA Act 88 Webinar ** 
 
The Atlantic Division is sponsor-
ing a webinar on PA Act 88 -- An 
update. The speaker is ARRL Vol-
unteer Counsel, Mike Lazaroff 
K3AIR.  
 
PA Act 88 is Pennsylvania's ver-
sion of the Federal PRB-1, and 
now that 
Pennsylvania's Act 88 has been in 
force since December 2008, you 
should 
hear an update about this new law. 
 
Mike, a Pennsylvania attorney, 
will be giving an update on how 

Act 88 
affects amateur radio legislation 
within the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. There have been sev-
eral occasions where this newly 
enacted legislation has assisted 
amateurs within Pennsylvania. 
 
Although this deals with Pennsyl-
vania, any interested amateur radio 
operator is welcome to join in. 
To register, please go to the follow-
ing website: 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/
register/328839329 
 
** New Committee Formed to Seek 
New Amateur Radio Operators ** 
 
The Atlantic Division has formed a 
new working committee with Riley 
Hollingsworth K4ZDH as its Chair-
man. This committee has been 
tasked 
with identifying prospective new 
amateur radio operators and then 
developing ways we can reach these 
prospective hams. 
 
This committee is looking for some 
good committee members who are 
willing to be working members. If 
you would like to be a part of this 
committee, please send an email 
with your name, call sign and a 
brief 
statement with your qualifications 
for this committee to 
n3llr@arrl.org.  
 
 
 
 
 

Atlantic Division News 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 
Elmer 
Brewer 

6 7 8 

9 
ECARA 
MEETING 
7:00 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 
Don Cripe 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

August 2009 
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THE FOOD BOOTH  -  11 YEARS 

 Well here we go again another good year. This year we had a good festival. With 
the small turn out of help we pulled off another good year so I want to thank all 
of the people that came out and did what they can. There were some that could 
only do a little but when you put it all together it came out well. It is not how 
hutch that you do it is that you do something and that is a help we need all of the 
help that we can get. The members said at the meeting / fish fry on July 12, 2009 
that if we can get enough help that they want to do it again. So we will need help 
to paint the booth and get it ready for next year. It will be stored at Debbie Read 
place so that is where it will be painted before it is put in storage for the winter. 
There are several other things that need done before it is time to use it so we will 
be calling on work parties till all is done so plan on doing your part and come 
out and help us get things ready for next year. This is the only thing that supports 
the club so with out it we will no longer have a club. The members at the last 
meeting all agreed that we need to get more help so we have invited the New 
Castle club to join us and we will help them keep there club going as well. There 
is need for a refrigerator the one that we had went bad and we need the use of 
one if we are going to do this another year. We only need it for the time of the 
festival  then it will be returned. There is a special thanks that goes out to 
Megan Wilson and the family who came out to help us on Saturday when 
she lost her Paw (K3YO) on Thursday that shows a lot of devotion and we 
all need to take lesions from the young people some times we need to sit 
back and re think what we have in our young members. At the food booth we 
had another member that came to help say that he wanted to get his ticket so he 
was handed a book and took his test one week later he is now a ham good job J 
Cripe. We need to get more new and young people to get there ticket I am not 
going to post all of the names of those who helped but again we had enough help 
with set up and tear down  but we need more people to spend some time working 
in the booth only if for s short time those who work all of the time need to have a 
break so the can see some of what is going on out side of working all day then 
going home to sleep and back at 6:00 am to start over again.  Next year we want 
to get people to give us a tome that they can help and we will work them in so 
that others can have a break. If you have any ideas we will take them and try to 
work them in and make the food booth work better so let us know.  
 
Jim Klingensmith (N3ZJM)    
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 Eulogy for Al McGee (“Butch”) --read on the weekly 147.195 net on July 9, 2009 
It is with great sadness that we note the passing of our brother and fellow ham op-
erator, Albert McGee, K3YO, affectionately known as “Butch”. Al died one week 
ago today from a heart attack at his home. He is survived by his devoted wife 
Dawn, K3DLM, and 2 adult children. 
Al was only 62 years old, but his long gray beard gave everyone the impression 
that he was decades older. His beard also gave the impression of great wisdom and 
knowledge – but that part was NO illusion, for he truly had both. Many people 
know a lot of information, but few know how to use that information. Al had wis-
dom. 
Most of us knew Al as a ham's ham – a friend you could count on for technical ad-
vice... and for “hands on” help when needed. An amateur radio operator for over 
40 years, Al held an Extra Class license for most of that time. And scores of hams 
in our area obtained their Extra Class ticket because of Al's coaching and encour-
agement. 
If you knew Al much at all, you also knew that he was a deeply committed Chris-
tian, and that it was his faith in Jesus Christ that inspired him to be such an asset to 
our community. 
We could also say that he was “heavenly minded” in another sense. Many years 
ago he had been an aerospace engineer for NASA and had designed the special 
camera that was attached to the back of the Lunar Rover. (I believe that Rover is 
still up there, although no longer functioning.) So we can say that a little bit of Al 
made it to the moon! 
On earth, Al designed a large church addition in Elwood City, and he did the elec-
trical engineering for the runways at the new Pittsburgh International Airport. He 
was the station trustee for the 145.170 repeater, and very much the spark plug of 
the Ellwood City Amateur Radio Association. 
But best of all, Al McGee was a good friend and mentor – the epitome of all that a 
ham could be. 
Butch, I don't know if you're listening on frequency tonight... or if you're busy with 
some new project in one of your Father's “many mansions” … but I believe I'm 
speaking for all of us when I say, we love you, Butch... we miss you. 
This is Carl Sacherich, N3OLA. Back to Net Control. 
 

Eulogy for Al McGee (“Butch”)  
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UPCOMING HAMFESTS 

 

.Thanks to SKYVIEW Radio Soc. http://www.skyviewradio.net/  and N3DOK 
 
August 23rd 2009 The best little hamfest in the world! 
Skyview Radio Society 49th annual Swap N Shop! ARRL Western PA Section Convention! - Location: Sky-
view Radio Society clubhouse grounds. 2335 Turkey Ridge Road. New Kensington, PA 15068. Talk-in: 
146.640- 131.8pl. Contact: Bob Boehmer, KG3F at 412-860-0046 or SkyviewHamfest2009@verizon.net 
THE BEST breakfasts and lunches served – VUCC/WAS card checking – Musicians bring your instruments 
for the Skyview Ham Jam! Bring your high performance or antique cars for the Skyview car show!  
www.skyviewradio.net 
 
September 5th 2009 
Uniontown ARC Gabfest. Location: Uniontown ARC club grounds, on Old Pittsburgh Great breakfasts and 
lunches served - Road just off of Rt. 51 and Rt. 119. Talk-in 147.045+ 131.8pl - Contact: Tony Alviar, 
KA3VOR at 724-430-1277 or Herb Shaffer, KA3WSO at 724-326-8810 newsletter@w3pie.org www.w3pie.
org  
 
September 13th 2009 
Butler County Amateur Radio Association Location: Unionville Fire Hall on Route 8 north of Butler – Talk-
in: 147.360+ 131.8pl - Web site: http://www.w3udx.org/ 
 
September 27th 2009 
Cleveland Hamfest and Computer Show. Location: Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds. 164 Eastland Road. Talk-
in: 146.730- 110.9pl. Contact: William R. Beckman, N8LXY at 800-CLE-FEST or info@hac.org  
http://www.hac.org  
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Bill Continelli - nteu61vp@hotmail.com 
Don & Sally Cripe - cripe309@comcast.net 
Skip Davis - earln3ybp@aol.com 
Bob Drexler - wa3zoe@arrl.net 
Thomas Hartmann - twhartmann@verizon.net 
Gary Hutchinson - garyka3tyk@windstream.net 
Amy Johnson - Tweetyj1@comcast.net 
Chuck & Jean Johnson - n3etv@comcast.net 
Chucky Johnson - n3hx@comcast.net 
Carol Klingensmith - carolsue@zoominternet.net 
Jim Klingensmith - jamesh@zoominternet.net 
Frank Marlowe - Wb3jqy@comcast.net 
Butch McGee - k3yo@zoominternet.net 

Dawn McGee - k3dlm@arrl.net 
Bonnie Neese - kb3iuu@verizon.net 
Dennis Neese - kb3iuu@verizon.net 

Bob & Linda O’Conner - boblin01@zoominternet.net 
Marian Oliastro - w3mho@comcast.net 
Paul Oliastro - pauln3zzi@comcast.net 
Jason Reighard - kb8sfc@gmail.com 
Rob Reppert - robreppert@gmail.com 
Bob Rowley - @outdrs.net 
Bruce Watson - aa3lx@aol.com 
Keith Wright - kb3daw@verizon.net 
 

WHAT’S COMING UP? 

Member email addresses 

Stop by and visit the ECARA online!  Keep 
in touch with fellow members on the 
Members’ Page or browse through the 
Photo Album.  Visitors are WELCOME!   
 

http://www.qsl.net/ecara 
 

Please stop in and sign our Guest Book! 
 

Web site created and maintained by Marian Oliastro, W3MHO 
for the ECARA 
 © 2002  -  2009 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE !! 
 
 
 
Sometimes we need an angel 
for ourselves. 
 
Sometimes we are destined to 
be an angel for others. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
FAMILY RESTAURANT 

Hot Dogs & Family Dining 
 

6th Street & Factory 
Ave. 

Ellwood City, PA 
 

Phone 724-752-9717 
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IN MEMORIAM POEMS 
 

--TO GOD BE THE GLORY-- 
 
"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things 
are passed away."  
(Revelation 21:4, KJV) 
 

In Memory of Butch McGee 
 

My Loving Lord, My Grateful God 
I heard you call my name 

When I turned to answer you 
Nothing looked the same 
I saw the steps to Heaven 

And I began to climb 
I knew my Lord it was my turn 

To be your faithful servant 
So each and every step I took 
I prayed for your forgiveness 

Tears came to my eyes 
When I felt you take my hand 

I knew at that moment 
It was the way to the Holy land 

I did not get a chance to say 
Good-bye to my family 

I hope they know I loved them so 
And again one day I'll see 

For when its time for their trip home 
I'll stand by Grandma's side 

And at the Pearly Gates we'll meet 
With open arms and hugs no one can beat. 
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The “Ellwood Echo” is published monthly.  It is the voice of the Ellwood City Amateur Radio Association, Inc. of Ellwood 
City, PA.  Information contained in this newsletter (unless copyrighted) may be reprinted with credit given to the author 
and the ECARA.  Contributions to the newsletter must be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication.  
Material submitted will be used at the discretion of the editor.  Letters for the “FEEDBACK!” column, please mark ATTN: 
FEEDBACK on the envelope.  Views and opinions that are a part of articles or letters in the newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the ECARA. 
Editoral  Staff                   Membership Chairperson:        Address mail to: 
News Letter                                 Dennis Neese, KB3IUU                 ECARA   
P. O. Box 25                                412 Smiley Street                     PO Box 25 
Ellwood City Pa. 16117                        Ellwood City, PA  16117                Ellwood City, Pa. 16117  
       ecara@qsl.net                         ecara@qsl.net                         ecara@qsl.net    
                                                          
The ECARA meets monthly at the Tree of Life Wellness Center in Ewing Park.  The meetings are on the first Sunday of 
each month from 7:00 to 8:00 pm.  Visitors are welcome.   E-Board meetings are currently combined with the regular 
meeting unless a special meeting is called. 
..   
              E.C.A.R.A. OFFICERS                                      TRUSTEES 
President               Keith Wright—–KB3DAW        724 944 2725         Station Trustee: 
1st Vice President       Jim Klingensmith — N3ZJM     724 752 3367         Butch McGee — K3YO 
2nd Vice President      Carol Klingensmith—N3ZLF      724 752 3367         Trustee: 
Secretary              Linda O’Conner—KB3IQP        724 752 9087         Elmer Brewer — W3ELB  
Treasurer                   Debbie Read-KB3IEQ             724                                 Carol 

Ellwood City Amateur Radio Association, Inc. 
Membership Application 

  
                                                          1st qtr                 2nd qtr                 3rd qtr                  4th qtr 
 ____FULL                                           $20                    $15                       $10                       $5 
  ____FAMILY                                        4                         3                           2                         1 
 ____ASSOCIATE                              $15                      $11.25                   $7.50              $3.75 
 ____JUNIOR (to age 21)                    Free                     Free                       Free                   Free 
 ____SENIOR (65 and over)               $10                      $ 7.50                     $5.00              $2.50  
                                           
              DATE __/__/__    NAME _________________________________    CALLSIGN __________  CLASS ___________ 
              ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
              CITY ________________________________    STATE ______  ZIP ____________   COUNTY ________________ 
              PHONE _____ - _____ - ______    EMAIL ___________________________________  ARRL  Y (  )   N (  ) 
              BIRTHDAY  _____/_____/_____      ANNIVERSARY ____/____/____   SPOUSE’S NAME ___________________ 
 
              Do you wish to receive the newsletter each month by ____  E-mail    ____ Regular Mail 
 
              Is this application for a _____ New Member    _____  Renewal 
 
              DUES PAID:  $ ____________       METHOD OF PAYMENT:  _____ Cash     _____  Check  # _____________ 

 
              PLEASE MAIL TO: 
                                           ECARA Membership Committee   
                                          Dennis Neese, KB3IUU 
                                      412 Smiley Street 
                                      Ellwood City, PA  16117 

Newsletter and Club Information 
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Contact Us! 
 

PO Box 25 
Ellwood City, PA 16117 

 
Phone:  724-752-3367 
Email:  ecara@qsl.net 

 
 

 

“SERVICE THROUGH  COMMUNICATION”. 

 

ELLWOOD CITY AMATEUR 

RADIO ASSOCIATION, INC. 

The ELLWOOD ECHO 
Editorial Staff 

P.O. Box 25 
Ellwood City Pa. 16117 

N3EC 
Repeater 

145.170 MHz 
100 Hz PL 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Ellwood City Amateur Radio Assoc., Inc. was founded in August of 1997 to provide an 
Amateur Radio presence in the Ellwood City area,  It is our desire to serve our community where we can and to teach young people, or 
anyone who is interested, the benefits and 

advantages of becoming a “ham radio” opera-
tor.  We are a Special Services Club affili-
ated with the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL).  Many of our members belong to 

Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) and Skywarn, helping the National Weather Ser-
vice.  It is more than just a hobby! 

 


